
 
 U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
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This presentation was prepared by CPSC staff.  It has not been reviewed or 
approved by the Commission and may not reflect its views. 

CPSC Overview 
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An independent federal agency 
Established in May 1973 
Responsible for consumer product safety 

functions of the federal government 
 Five Commissioners, appointed by the 

President and confirmed by the Senate 
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U.S. Consumer Product  
Safety Commission 



Mission 
 

Protecting the public against unreasonable risks of 
injury from consumer products through 

education, safety standards activities, regulation, 
and enforcement. 
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37,200 
Deaths  

38.3 Million  
Injuries 

$1 Trillion 
Societal Costs 
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U.S. Estimated Annual Losses Associated 
with Consumer Products  

 



2 Section 3(a)(5)(A) of the Consumer Product Safety Act, 15 U.S.C. § 2052 (a)(5)(A)  

“… any article which is not customarily produced or distributed for sale to, or use 
or consumption by, or enjoyment of, a consumer…”2 

 
 Alcoholic beverages, tobacco, firearms and explosives (BATFE)  
 Motor vehicles and equipment (NHTSA)  
 Pesticides (EPA) 
 Aircraft (FAA) 
 Boats (Coast Guard) 
 Food and drugs (USDA and FDA) 
 Occupational products (OSHA) 
 Fixed-site amusement park rides (State jurisdiction) 
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Consumer Products EXCLUDED from CPSC 
Jurisdiction 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.elec-saver.com/es-image/3faa.png&imgrefurl=http://www.elec-saver.com/pr16.htm&h=240&w=238&sz=22&tbnid=MuNXV27J7XMJ:&tbnh=103&tbnw=103&start=32&prev=/images?q=federal+aviation+administration&start=20&hl=en&lr=&sa=N


Technical Regulations 
Regulatory process can be started by vote of the Commission 

or by a petition from an interested party. 
 

CPSC statutes specify that 
voluntary standards should 
be relied upon whenever 

possible. A regulation may be 
issued if: 

the current 
voluntary 

standard does not 
adequately 

reduce the risk  

there is not 
substantial 

compliance. 
or 
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