
U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSIC J 

4330 EAST WEST HIGHWAY 

BETHESDA, MD 20814 

OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE & FIELD OPERATIONS Marc J. Schoem 
Tel:301-504-7520 Deputy Director 
Email: mschoem@cpsc.gov 

July 14,2006 

Telecopy (202-237-5259) 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 242 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Re: CPSC File No. CA060037 
Sportsstufflnc. 
Wego Kite Tube 

Dear Mr. Gidding: 

The staff of the Office of Compliance and Field Operations ofthe U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission has reviewed the actions proposed and implemented by Sportsstuff 
Inc. conceming its Wego Kite Tube. Acting vmder delegation from the Commission, the staff 
has accepted the plan as adequate. The recall plan accepted by the staff includes the following 
actions: 

• Discontinue production and distribution ofthe Wego Kite Tube 
• Stop sale to all accounts - 7/12/06 
• Recall Posters be sent to all accounts-7/14/06 
• Joint Press Release withdrawing products from market and recalling all 

products fi'om consumers issued 7/13/06 
" Agreed upon replacement products to be provided for retum of designated 

parts ofthe Wego Kite Tube 
• Consumers wishing a refund in lieu of a replacement product will be 

accommodated 
• Toll free hotline and on line registration established for consumers 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC (2772) • CPSCs Web Site: http;//www.cpsc.gov 
Fast Track Recall Program is an Innovations in American Government Award Winner 
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Firm to consider and propose other methods of notification including 
advertisements in various magazines targeted towards likely users 
Renegotiate this corrective action plan should the CPSC staff determine the 
effectiveness to be less than adequate. 

We also acknowledge the speed in which the firm implemented the above corrective 
actions upon receipt ofthe staffs request. As a result of our focus on corrective actions we 
extended the due date for submission ofa full report. Please submit the fiill report as soon as 
possible. 

Please continue the corrective actions implemented and initiate any others contained in 
the plan accepted by the staff. The Office of Compliance and Field Investigations will be 
monitoring the firm's corrective action plan. Please submit progress reports ofthe recall to U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Compliance and Field Investigations, Judy 
Smith, 4330 East West Highway, Room 613, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408 by the first of each 
month or fax to (301) 504-0359. Ifyou have any questions, please contact Judy Smith on (301) 
504-7525. Please reference the CPSC file number in your response. 

The Office of Compliance and Field Investigations will evaluate the effectiveness ofthe 
plan. The staff could seek broader corrective action if the corrective action plan does not prove 
effective. 

If the firm receives or leams of any information conceming other incidents or injuries, or 
information affecting the scope, prevalence or seriousness ofthe defect or hazard, it must report 
that information to this Office immediately. Additionally, if the firm receives infonnation that 
might indicate that its corrective actions are not satisfactory in eliminating the defect or hazard or 
that the effectiveness ofthe recall program is less than has been anticipated, it must report that 
information to the Recalls and Compliance Division immediately. 

When the firm determines the corrective action plan has been implemented to the best of 
its ability and as many products as possible have been removed from the marketplace, it may 
submit a final progress report, referencing the file number, and request that the file be closed. At 
that time the staff will review the plan's progress and decide whether the file should be closed. 
When the staff closes its file on a recall, we ask that the firm continue its corrective action 
program imtil as many products as possible have been removed fi-om the marketplace. Please 
continue to maintain your toll-fi'ee recall number as a means for consumers to reach you about 
yom- recall. Should the firm decide to change or discontinue its toll-free recall number, you must 
notify the Recalls and Compliance Division and provide a new recall contact number for the 
firm. If the firm wishes to change the terms ofthe recall you must also discuss any proposal with 
us before it makes any change. This information will be maintained by CPSC and provided to 
consumers and others seeking infonnation on your recall. 

Section 6(b)(1) requires the Commission to give notice thirty days in advance ofthe 
intended disclosure of information that identifies the manufacturer or private labeler of a product. 
The staff is enclosing a summary of the conective action plan, which may be made public by the 
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Commission. This letter gives the firm its opportunity under section 6(b)(1) ofthe Consumer 
Product Safety Act (CPSA), 15 U.S.C. § 2055(b)(1), and 16 C.F.R. Part 1101, to comment on the 
accuracy ofthe infonnation. 

The staff will also investigate and assess whether it believes the firm has complied with 
the reporting requirements of Section 15(b) ofthe CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2064(b). That section 
requires every manufacturer, importer, distributor, and retailer ofa consumer product who 
obtains information which reasonably supports the conclusion that the product (1) contains a 
defect which could create a substantial product hazard, (2) creates an unreasonable risk of 
serious injury or death, or (3) fails to comply with an applicable consumer product safety mle 
immediately to inform the Commission ofthe defect, risk, or violation unless the firm has actual 
knowledge the Commission has been adequately informed ofthe defect, risk or violation. See 16 
C.F.R. Part 1115. The CPSA makes it a prohibited act to violate the reporting requirement. 
Firms may be liable for a civil penalty of $8000 for each product involved up to a maximum of 
$1,825,000 for any related series of violations. Section 15(b), 19(a)(4), 20 and 21 ofthe CPSC, 
as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 2064(b), § 2068(a)(4), § 2069 and § 2070, describe the obligation of 
manufacturers, importers, distributors, and retailers to furnish information to the Commission 
and the penalties for failing to furnish such information. 

The staff has made every effort to assure that the enclosed information is accurate. If, 
however, the firm believes that the information is not accurate, please send comments to me. 
The firm's comments must be received within twenty-three calendar days of your receipt ofthis 
certified letter if they are to be considered. Please include with any comments specific 
information to support any claim that the information is not accurate. If the Commission decides 
to disclose the infonnation, unchanged, over any accuracy objections, it will give the firm ten 
(10) working days notice, as required by section 6(b)(2) ofthe CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2055(b)(2). 

Thank you for your continued cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions, 
please contact me at 301-504-7520. To respond to this letter using the U.S. Postal Service, 
please address your correspondence to: Office of Compliance and Field Investigations, U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Room 613,4330 East West Highway, Bethesda, MD 
20814-4408. The Office of Compliance and Field Investigations telefax number is (301) 504-
0359. 

Sincerely, 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 

Enclosures: 
Corrective Action Summary 
Progress Report Form 
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cc: Tanya Topka, CRC 
Judith Hayes, CRC 
Judy Smith, CRM 
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Voluntary Conective Action Plans Under Section 15 
ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act and 

Section 15 of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act 

The following is a list of voluntary conective action plans recently accepted by the 
Commission (or the staff acting under authority delegated by the Commission). A firm's taking 
corrective action does not constitute admission by the firm that a substantial product hazard 
exists. 

Space does not permit the staff to give a complete list ofthe specific model numbers of 
the products involved in each of these conective actions. Consumers who believe that they have 
a product affected by one of these actions should follow the instmctions given in this list or 
contact either the manufacturer or the Commission to determine if their product is one of those 
affected. 

s 



Voluntary Corrective Action Plans Under 
Section 15 of the Consumer Product Safety Act and 
Section 15 ofthe Federal Hazardous Substances Act 

DATE FIRM AND PRODUCT ALLEGED HAZARD REMEDY 

07/06 Sportsstufflnc. 

Omaha, NE 68137 

Wego Kite Tube 

39 incidents involving 29 injuries 
resulting in medical treatment 
and two deaths. Injuries include 
a broken neck, punctured lung, 
chest and back injuries and 
faciaiinjuries 

Withdrawn from market and 
recalled from consumers for 
free replacement products 

^ 



Monthly Progress Report for Corrective Action Plan & Incident Update 

CASE #: CA060037 
Company Name: Sportsstufflnc. 
Reporting Dates, From: ^To: 

Compl i ance Officer: T a n y a L . T o p k a 
P r o d u c t : Ki te T u b e 
Tota l# of Affected P r o d u c t s : 

I ) P R O D U C T S C O R R E C T E D / C A P T U R E D BY Y O U R F I R M : 
Location of Products 
With Manufacturer 
With Distributor 
With Retailers 
With Consumers 
TOTAL: 

Total Products Corrections This Period Total Corrections Percent Corrected 

I I ) N O T I F I C A T I O N M E A S U R E S : 
(Using the categories listed below, records the numbers of 
notifications attempted by your firm during this reporting 
period, and records the total number of notifications to date.) 

Number for This Reporting Period 
Billing Insert 
Direct Meiil Letter 
Magazine 
Newspaper 
Pediatrician Poster 
Phone Call -
Product Catalog 
Radio 
Retail Store Poster 
Television 
Web Site 
Post Office 
Thrift Store 
Other 

Total 

I I I ) C O N S U M E R A W A R E N E S S : (Using the 
categories below, record the way, by numerical quantity, 
Consumers told you they leamed ofthe corrective action, i.e. 
consumer received direct mail, read magazine, etc.) 

Number for This Reporting Period 
Billing Insert 
Direct Mail Letter 
Magazine 
Newspaper 
Pediatrician Poster 
Phone Call 
Product Catalog 
Radio 
Retail Store Poster 
Television 
Web Site 
Post Office • 
Thrift Store 
Other 

Total 

TV) Cal l s to 800 N u m b e r / C o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
# From Customers This Reporting Period 

800 Number 
E-mail 
Written Requests 

Total 

V) Inc iden t U p d a t e : 

# Incidents 
# Injuries 
# Deaths 

# F o r Th i s R e p o r t i n g Pe r iod T o t a l 

NOTE: Submit completed form by the FIRST of EACH MONTH to Judy Smith, Recall Coordinator, at: 
United States Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Compliance 
4330 East West Highway, Room 613 Bethesda, MD 20814 
OR, fax report to (301) 504-0359 or e-mail to jsmith@cpsc.gov. Address any questions to Ms. Smith at 301- 504-7525 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

4330 EAST WEST HIGHWAY 

BETHESDA, MD 20814 

OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE & FIELD OPERATIONS 
Tel:301-504-7520 
Email: mschoem(Sicpsc.gov 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 

CONCURRENCES 

July 14,2006 

Telecopy (202-237-5259) 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 242 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

SYMBa '> CLD 
TfT"^ 

^^v'C l u ^ 

^ ^ 

^ M ^ 
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Re: CPSC File No. CA060037 
Sportsstufflnc. 
Wego Kite Tube 

Dear Mr. Gidding: 

The staff of the Office of Compliance'* and Field Operations ofthe U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission has reviewed the actions proposed and implemented by Sportsstuff 
Inc. conceming its Wego Kite Tube. Acting under delegation from the Commission, the staff 
has accepted the plan as adequate. The recall plan accepted by the staff includes the following 
actions: / 

Di^ontinue production and distribution ofthe Wego Kite Tube 
?top sale to all acesmrt^- 7/12/06 

(Recall Postersfce senyto all accoimts - 7/14/06 
Joint Press Release-withdrawing products from market and recalling all 
products from consumers issued 7/13/06 
Agreed upon replacement products to be provided for retum of designated 
parts ofthe Wego Kite Tube 
Consumers wishing a refund in lieu of a replacement product will be 
accommodated 
Toll free hotline and on line registration established for consumers 

CPSC Hotline: 1-«00-638-CPSC (2772) • CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
Fast Tracic Recaii Program is an innovations in American Government Award Winner 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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Firm to consider and propose other methods of notification including 
advertisements in various magazines targeted towards likely users 
Renegotiate this conective action plan should the CPSC staff determine the 
effectiveness to be less than adequate. 

We also acknowledge the speed in which the firm implemented the above conective 
actions upon receipt ofthe staffs request. As a result of our focus on conective actions we 
extended the due date for submission of a full report. Please submit the full report as soon as 
possible. 

Please continue the conective actions implemented and initiate any others contained in 
the plan accepted by the staff The Office of Compliance and Field Investigations will be 
monitoring the firm's conective action plan. Please submit progress reports ofthe recall to U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Compliance and Field Investigations, Judy 
Smith, 4330 East West Highway, Room 613, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408 by the fu-st of each 
month or fax to (301) 504-0359. Ifyou have any questions, please contact Judy Smith on (301) 
504-7525. Please reference the CPSC file number in your response. 

The Office of Compliance and Field Investigations will evaluate the effectiveness ofthe 
plan. The staff could seek broader conective action if the conective action plan does not prove 
effective. 

If the firm receives or leams of any information conceming other incidents or injuries, pr 
information affecting the scope, prevalence or seriousness ofthe defect or hazard, it must report 
that information to this Office immediately. Additionally, if the firm receives information that 
might indicate that its conective actions are not satisfactory in eliminating the defect or hazard or 
that the effectiveness ofthe recall program is less than has been anticipated, it must report that 
information to the Recalls and Compliance Division immediately. 

When the firm determines the conective action plan has been implemented to the best of 
its ability and as many products as possible have been removed from the marketplace, it may 
submit a final progress report, referencing the file number, and request that the file be closed. At 
that time the staff will review the plan's progress and decide whether the file should be closed. 
When the staff closes its file on a recall, we ask that the firm continue its conective action 
program until as many products as possible have been removed from the marketplace. Please 
continue to maintain your toll-free recall number as a means for consumers to reach you about 
your recall. Should the firm decide to change or discontinue its toll-free recall number, you must 
notify the Recalls and Compliance Division and provide a new recall contact number for the 
firm. If the firm wishes to change the terms ofthe recall you must also discuss any proposal with 
us before it makes any change. This information will be maintained by CPSC and provided to 
consumers and others seeking infonnation on your recall. 

Section 6(b)(1) requires the Commission to give notice thirty days in advance ofthe 
intended disclosure of information that identifies the manufacturer or private labeler of a product. 
The staff is enclosing a summary ofthe conective action plan, which may be made public by the 
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Commission. This letter gives the firm its opportunity under section 6(b)(1) ofthe Consumer 
Product Safety Act (CPSA), 15 U.S.C. § 2055(b)(1), and 16 C.F.R. Part 1101, to comment on the 
accuracy of the infonnation. 

The staff will also investigate and assess whether it believes the firm has complied with 
tiie reporting requirements of Section 15(b) ofthe CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 20640?). That section 
requires every manufacturer, importer, distributor, and retailer ofa consumer product who 
obtains information which reasonably supports the conclusion that the product (1) contains a 
defect which could create a substantial product hazard, (2) creates an unreasonable risk of 
serious injury or death, or (3) fails to comply with an applicable consumer product safety mle 
immediately to inform the Commission ofthe defect, risk, or violation unless the firm has actual 
knowledge the Commission has been adequately informed ofthe defect, risk or violation. See 16 
C.F.R. Part 1115. The CPSA makes it a prohibited act to violate the reporting requirement. 
Firms may be liable for a civil penalty of $8000 for each product involved up to a maximum of 
$1,825,000 for any related series of violations. Section 15(b), 19(a)(4), 20 and 21 ofthe CPSC, 
as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 20640?), § 2068(a)(4), § 2069 and § 2070, describe the obUgation of 
manufacturers, importers, distributors, and retailers to furnish information to the Commission 
and the penalties for failing to furnish such information. 

The staff has made every effort to assure that the enclosed information is accurate. If, 
however, the firm believes that the information is not accurate, please send comments to me. 
The firm's comments must be received within twenty-three calendar days of your receipt ofthis 
certified letter if they are to be considered. Please include with any comments specific 
information to support any claim that the information is not accurate. If the Commission decides 
to disclose the information, unchanged, over any accuracy objections, it will give the firm ten 
(10) working days notice, as required by section 603)(2) ofthe CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2055(b)(2). 

Thank you for your continued cooperation in this matter. Ifyou have any questions, 
please contact me at 301-504-7520. To respond to this letter using the U.S. Postal Service, 
please address your conespondence to: Office of Compliance and Field Investigations, U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Room 613,4330 East West Highway, Bethesda, MD 
20814-4408. The Office of Comphance and Field Investigations telefax number is (301) 504-
0359. 

Sincerely, 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 

Enclosures: 
Conective Action Summary 
Progress Report Form 

)0 
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Voluntary Conective Action Plans Under Section 15 
ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act and 

Section 15 of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act 

The following is a list of voluntary conective action plans recently accepted by the 
Conmiission (or the staff acting under authority delegated by the Commission). A firm's taking 
conective action does not constitute admission by the firm that a substantial product hazard 
exists. 

Space does not permit the staff to give a complete list ofthe specific model numbers of 
the products involved in each of these conective actions. Consumers who believe that they have 
a product affected by one of these actions should follow the instmctions given in this list or 
contact either the manufacturer or the Commission to determine if their product is one of those 
affected. 

/ - ^ 



Voluntary Corrective Act ion Plans Under 

Section 15 of the Consumer Product Safety Ac t and 

Section 15 o f the Federal Hazardous Substances Act 

DATE FIRM AND PRODUCT ALLEGED HAZARD REMEDY 

07/06 Sportsstuff Inc. 

Omaha, NE 68137 

Wego Kite Tube 

39 incidents involving 29 injuries 
resulting in medical treatment 
and two deaths. Injuries include 
a broken neck, punctured lung, 
chest and back injuries and 
facial injuries 

Withdrawn from market and 
recalled from consumers for 
free replacement products 

/ ^ 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:52 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 

Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670263A 

07/14/2006 18:21:50 

Name = Davici Meyer 
Address = 908 11th Avenue NE 
City = Aberdeen 
State = South Dakota 
Zip = 57401 
Email = itsallgreektome@abe.midco.net 
Telephone = 605-226-8101 
Name of Victim = David Meyer 
Victim's Address = 908 11th Avenue Northeast Victim's City = Aberdeen Victim's State = 
South Dakota Victim's Zip = 57401 Victim's Telephone = 605-226-8101 

Incident Description: Injury suffered while using the Wego Kite Tube. Was thrown while in 
the air and suffered a torn AC in the left shoulder. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 34 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/25/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. 
Circle, Suite. A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Wego Kite Tube, Model #53-5000 Date product purchased = June of 2006 Name Release = 
Release name to the manufacturer and public 

/ 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:52 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 

Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670261A 

07/14/2006 16:15:03 

Name of Health Care Professional = self 
Address = 103 spitbrook rd 
City = nashua 
State = New Hampshire 
Zip = 03062 
Email = lunchmanmike@comcast.net 
Telephone = 6038913026 

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube- inflatable towable for boating Product brand 
name/manufacturer = Wego Manufacturer street address =. ? 
Place where manufactured (City and State) = ? 
Product model and serial number = 
Date product purchased = 07-25-06 

Xncident Description: While riding the new "Kite Tube", I fell from a height of about ten 
feet at fifty-five miles per hour injuring my spleen and several ribs.I notified the 
company the day after the accident complaining about the fact that I could not see through 
the window provided because of the poor design which causes the window to form a thick 
layer of condensation which makes it impossible for the rider to see the boat, impossible 
to see your spotter, and impossible to control the stability of your flight. To add to the 
danger, your spotter cannot see the rider! ! The woman I spoke to knew what I was referring 
to and told me how to fix the problem, only temporarily.The product , for this reason 
alone, should have been considered unsafe for distribution to the consumers.Nowhere in the 
video does it refer to this danger, nor how to deal with it. 

Victim's age at time of incident= 38 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07-25-06 
Name of Victim = michael e wells 
Victim's Address = 103 spitbrook rd 
victim's City = nashua 
Victim's State = New Hampshire 
Victim's Zip = 03062 
Victim's Telephone = 6038913026 

Product involved still available = Yes 
Where product located = Nashua 

IS 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:53 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 

Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670269A 

07/14/2006 23:30:11 

Name = Bryan Hamilton 
Address = 1064 Ocean Parkway 
City = Berlin 
State = Maryland 
Zip = 21811 
Email = im2sexy83@Hotmail.com 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = Bryan Hamilton 
Victim's Address = 1064 Ocean Parkway 
Victim's City = Berlin 
Victim's State = Maryland 
Victim's Zip = 21811 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: Was using a Wego Kite tube at Assateague Island National Seashore in 
Ocean City MD, after hitting a gust of wind rose to a height of about 15 feet. The tube 
went out of control leaning right at first and then rolled to the left completely upside 
down. I fell and hit the water hard on the left side of my body, i was wearing a half suit 
and an lOOmph jet piolt impact lifevest. When i hit the water I knocked the wind out of 
my chest and the left side of my face hit the water. I had an extreme headache and my face 
hurt. The next morning when i woke up my left eye was completely swellen. I went my local 
medical center and got checked out. over the night my sinus pressure had burst the damaged 
blood vessels under my eye. My head had continued to hurt on the left side where i was 
impacted for the next few days also leving me to belive i had suffered a mild concusion. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 24 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/9/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = around 6/30/06 Name 
Release = Do not release name 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:53 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 

Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670270A 

07/14/2006 23:46:08 

Name = Mike,Davidson 
Address = 6821 Valleyview Drive 
City = Prince George British Columbia 
State = California 
Zip = V2K4C6 
Email = msbmdavdison@shaw. ca 
Telephone = 1(250)9620400 
Name of Victim = Mike Davidson 
Victim's Address = 6821 Valleyview Drive Victim's City = Prince George British Columbia 
Victim's State = California Victim's Zip = V2K4C6 Victim's Telephone = 1(250)9620400 

Incident Description: Was on a Sevylor Manta Ray water toy and was being ejected off and 
the rope that you hold on to (this rope is about 2 feet long on either side of the seat) 
wrapped around my left leg. As a result of this it end up dragging me through the water 
and it torn both my MCL and ACl tendons. I have gone through one operation and now I am 
waiting for a second one to rebuild my knee. I have to been on high doses of medication to 
ease the pain. Do to this injury I will be out of work for one year with no income coming 
in. This item was bought through a co worker and I was told that it was safe to use. 
After this accident we where informed that there has been a number of deaths and serious 
injuries not only from this water toy but others. We heard of these from news reels here 
in Canada and the USA. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 33 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = July 1 2006 
Product involved = Sevylor Manta Ray water toy Product brand name/manufacturer = unknowen 
Manufacturer street address = unknowen Place where manufactured (City and State or 
Country) = unknowen Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, 
manufacture date = unknowen Date product purchased = unknowen Name Release = Release name 
to manufacturer only 

/? 



Mclne rney , S tephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Noble, Laura EW 
Monday, July 17, 2006 8:53 AM 
Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 
Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670271A 

07/15/2006 02:45:46. 

Name = Melissa Bryson 
Address = 37020 Heather ct North 
City = Westland 
State = Michigan 
Zip = 48185 
Email = prlncesskitten69@yahoo.com 
Telephone = 248-895-6641 
Name of Victim = Thomas Loviska 
Victim's Address = 37020 Heather Ct North Victim's 
Michigan Victim's Zip = 48185 Victim's Telephone = 

City = Westland Victim's State 
734-624-5175 

Incident Description: Tom was on the Wego Kite Tube and fell from about 10 feet in the air 
after catching a coss wind and he hit the water and the tube came down on top of him. He 
was taken to a local hospital where, after a CT scan, they found that he had bruied his 
aorta and was seaping blood, every heart beat was putting pressure on the weak point. The 
doctors said if it split open he would bleed to death in under a minute. He was then air 
lifted to the University of Michigan hospital where he had bypass surgery immedatly. He 
suffered from a traumatic aortic tear, and as a result of the surgery he may have permante 
nerve damage to his vocal cords. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 2 5 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07/03/2006 
Product involved = Big 10 foot flying tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite 
Tube Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Omaha, Nebraska Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, 
manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 7/1/06 Name Release = Release name to 
the manufacturer and public 

IK 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:55 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 

Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670299A 

07/16/2006 14:03:11 

Name = Jannice Miller 
Address = 14420 Grandview Dr. 
City = Chillicothe 
State = Illinois 
Zip = 51623 
Email = jannicemiller@aol.com 
Telephone = 3092645308 
Name of Victim = Michael R Blank 
Victim's Address = same 
Victim's City = same 
Victim's State = Illinois 
Victim's Zip = 61523 
Victim's Telephone = 3095793705 

Incident Description: Kite tubing on a friends boat, was injured after hiting the water. 
Spent 3 days in hospital, with a broken rib and a collasped lung. These things are very 
unsafe. Whomever designed them did not know what they were doing. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 48 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/28/2006 
Product involved = kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = not known it is someone elses. 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 

/ ^ 
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Mc lne rney , S tephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Noble, Laura EW 
Monday, July 17, 2006 8:55 AM 
Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670304A 

Hudnall, 

07/16/2006 20:03:31 

Name = robert marlow 
Address = PO 8 3 
City = Lakeside 
State = Montana 
Zip = 59922 
Email = robzzilla@yahoo.com 
Telephone = 6198517591 
Name of Victim = Robert Marlow 
Victim's Address = PO 83 
Victim's City = Lakeside 
Victim's State = Montana 
Victim's Zip = 59922 
Victim's Telephone = 6198517591 

Incident Description: While being towed on the Sportstuff Kite Tube, the tube sharply dove 
from an allitude of 15 feet uncontrolably. Tube then collapsed and threw the rider 
(Robert) into the air causing violent crash. The impact caused cracked and bruised ribs. 
Breathing difficulties and lung problems. Doctor claims 6 months to recover fully. lam 
unable to work, and unable to enjoy summer activites. The product did not perform as the 
manufacturer stated. The tube is very misleading and is dangerous. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 43 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07092006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff inc Manufacturer street address = 11213 E 
Circle Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE United 
States Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture 
date = Wego Kite Tube Date product purchased = 07092006 Name Release = Release name to the 
manufacturer and public 

tJO 
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Mclnerney , S t e p h e n 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Noble, Laura EW 
Monday, July 17, 2006 8:55 AM 
Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, 
Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670305A 

07/16/2006 22:06:38 

Name = Aaron LaPointe 
Address = 161 cottage rd 
City = enfield 
State = Connecticut 
Zip = 06082 
Email = aaron@oldtimehockey.org 
Telephone = 8602215644 
Name of Victim = Aaron LaPointe 
Victim's Address = 161 cottage rd 
Victim's City = enfield 
Victim's State = Connecticut 
Victim's Zip = 06082 
Victim's Telephone = 8602215644 

Incident Description: While using wego kite tube manufactured by sportssuff, kite tube 
flew uncontrollably, throwing me to the water, where I landed feet first. This resulted 
in a severe ankle sprain requiring emergency room treatment and missed work and pain 
since. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 31 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7-7-06 
Product involved = Wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir 
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product 
involved still available = No Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date 
product purchased = dont know Name Release = Do not release name 

t73 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Noble, Laura EW 

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:30 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: kt 

07/17/2006 18:33:08 

Name = Brandon Rankin 
Address = 23085 Republic Ave. 
City = Oak Park 
State = Michigan 
Zip = 48237 
Email = bsr43076(gaol.com 
Telephone = 248-543-3571 
Name of Victim = Ted Papendick 
Victim's Address = 23085 Republic Ave. 
Victim's City = Oak Park 
Victim's State = Michigan 
Victim's Zip = 48237 
Victim's Telephone = 248-543-3571 

incident Description: My partner was severly injured on memorial day weekend on a Kite Tube. He fell from 
about 20 feet in the air and was knocked 
unconsious. Because of the water depth I couldn't perform proper cpr, so i proceeded to hit him in the back to get 
him to expel! the 
water. He remembers being in the air and then does not remember anything until after he got to the hospital. He 
suffered a compressed 
neck. He bruised his abdomen, pelvis and groin. He tore his groin mucsle and the muscle from his neck to his 
shoulder. He was off 
work for 9 days and in a neck brace for weeks. Other then some reacurring neck pain he has completely healed. 
I cant say how glad I 
am that you pulled this stupid product off the market They forgot to mention on the box that you cant control wind 
velocity or air current. 
No thrill ride is worth a life. I promptly deflated the tube and threw it away. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 33 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05/27/2006 
Product involved = Water Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Wego Kite Tube 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = March or April 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

3^ 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Noble, Laura EW 

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:29 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: kt 

07/17/2006 18:29:58 

Name = Mike Deeg 
Address = 5551 Choice Cut Ct 
City = Evansville 
State = Indiana 
Zip = 47720 
Email = iumad(gexcite.com 
Telephone = 812-963-5671 
Name of Victim = Abbey Deeg 
Victim's Address = 5551 Choice Cut Ct 
Victim's City = Evansville 
Victim's State = Indiana 
Victim's Zip = 47720 
Victim's Telephone = 812-963-5671 

Incident Description: Abbey was on tube and it climbed to approx. ten feet. It turned over in the air and she fell on 
her back. After seekinf medical attention and 
getting her back x-rayed it was found that she has a compression fracture in her back. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 23 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7-2-06 
Product involved = Sports Stuuf Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube 
Date product purchased = 6-1-06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

7/18/2006 ^ 5 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Noble, Laura EW 

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:27 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: kt 

07/17/2006 23:28:42 

Name = Tracy Baublits 
Address = 5504 Valley Avenue East 
City = Fife 
State = Washington 
Zip = 98424 
Email = TBaub(gaol.com 
Telephone = 253.926.1337 
Name of Victim = Tracy Baublits 
Victim's Address = 5504 Valley Avenue EAst 
Victim's City = Fife 
Victim's State = Washington 
Victim's Zip = 98424 
Victim's Telephone = 253.926.1337 

Incident Description: On 7/1/06, while kiting on the intermediate rope length on the Sportstuff WEGO, I suffered a 
concussion after falling from the WEGO kite 
tube from approx. 15 ft in the air. Upon impact (either with tube or water - still not sure) I was conscious, but 
unresponsive. Having had 
the breath knocked out of me very hard, I was having a hard time breathing. Once to shore, 911 was called & I 
was transported to St. 
Clare Hospital. After several hours of triage care there, it was decided to transport me to the Trauma Care Unit at 
St Joseph Hospital in 
Tacoma, Wa. The Trauma unit then admitted me to the ICU, where I stayed for 2 days before being discharged. 
Numerous tests were 
needed, since I had not been lucid for about 24 hours and was still in severe pain. 
An enlarged right heart, 2 dis-associated ribs, strained neck and a Grand Maul Siezure due to the closed head 
trauma. At one point in the 
ER, I also 'flat lined' for 20-30 seconds and also suffered a severe bruised hip & thigh. In other words, the whole 
right side of my body 
took the impact of my fall! 17 days later & 1 am just now back to work, only light duty, yet still in constant pain from 
my rib injury. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 41 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = July 1, 2006 
Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff 
Manufacturer street address = NE 11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 ... 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = United States (?) 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Model 53-5000 
Date product purchased = April 2, 2006 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

7/18/2006 i i 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Noble, Laura EW 

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:27 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: KT 

07/17/2006 22:15:22 

Name = Gerry Johnsen 
Address = 1587 Windemere Dr 
City = Fridley 
State = Minnesota 
Zip = 55421 
Email = gerryjen(gyahoo.com 
Telephone = 7639712213 
Name of Victim = Gerry Johnsen 
Victim's Address = 1587 Wndemere Dr 
Victim's City = Fridley 
Victim's State = Minnesota 
Victim's Zip = 55421 
Victim's Telephone = 7639712213 

Incident Description: After reviewing the dvd and instructions I took my first ride on the Wego Kite Tube. After 
traveling about 200 yards on the water 
surface the tube started to rise above the water. It was impossible to control and bounced up off the water a few 
times until soaring 
~30-40 feet in the air and then turned and plummeted into the lake. I had the wind knocked out of me and my 
back was extremely sore. 
Since then I have had limited flexibility and serious back pain resulting in a loss of sleep and restrictions on my 
activities. Since the 
condition did not improve over time I visited my Doctor, with Health Partners on 6/29/2006 for an exam where I 
was told to continue 
monitoring for improvement. To this day I still have limited mobility, trouble sleeping and have had to eliminate all 
athletic activities. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 46 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/15/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = From Boattube.com 
Name Release = Do not release name 

7/18/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Stevenson, Todd A. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 7:53 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Kite Tube 

please respond to this inquiry (if appropriate) 

thanks 

Todd Stevenson 
Director, Office of the Secretary 
Division of Information Management 
Office of Information and Technology Services 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Room 502 
Bethesda, iVID 20814-4408 

tel. 301-504-6836, 
ceil: 240-606-7778, fax 301-504-0127 
email: tstevenson(gcpsc.gov 

7/18/2006 21 
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Sent: Sunday, July 16, 2006 9:29 PM 
To: Information Center 
Subject: Kite Tube 

I have a wego kite tube and we fly it all the time. Ifyou follow the instructions in the video and 
maintain proper speeds and also have the tube properly inflated it is not dangerous. I let my daughter fly 
and she loves it, and she is very good too. I have seen the video ofthe person in canada who was 
injured and it is blatently obvious they were going far too fast. Please stop outlawing these tubes and 
taking away one of our greatest summer pleasures. 

Bo 

See the all-new, redesigned Yahoo.com. Check it out. 

7/18/2006 ^7 
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Brown & 
Gidding, P.C. 

3201 New Mexico Ave, N.W. 
Suite 242 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

TGI: (202) 237-6008 Fax: (202) 237-52S9 

Atton 

Date: 

To; 

leys At Law 

Fax Cover Page 

7/14/2006 

IMarc J. Schoem 

Fax: (301)504-0359 Voice: (301)504-7520 

From: Michael J. Gidding 

Fax: (202)237-5259 Voice: (202)237-5733 

Number of pages (including this page): 9 
For fax transmission problems, please call (202) 237-6008 

Message: 

We will deliver the original with the attachments on Monday. 

Warning: 
777/5 fdx /s intcntJed on/y for t/ie redple/it(s) named above. Ifyou receive t/lis fax by mistake, 
p/ease tdcphone us (collect) at the above voice number to /ct us know oft/ie error. Ifth/s 
' fax contains privileged or ot/ierw/se legai/y protected information, disclosure ofthe 
information to anyone ot/ier t/ian the named rec/p/ent(s) is not authorized, and you may not 
lawfu/ly read, copy, or ot/ierw/se use this fax unless you are a named recipient or a named 
recipient's authorized representative. 

X 



Summary of Reported Wego Kite Tube Incidents 
(Reported as of July 20,2006) 

Record 
Number 
325 
342 
333 
351 
386 

405 
349 
389 

396 
327 
370 
380 

359 
390 
343 
361 
383 
392 
362 
368 
336 
338 
375 
397 
346 
371 
350 
398 
376 
326 
332 
353 
377 
378 
381 
388 
402 

406 
347 
352 
363 
366 
367 
369 
372 
384 
403 
357 
399 

Incident 
Date 
4/29/2006 
6/4/2006 
5/29/2006 
6/12/2006 
7/5/2006 
6//06?; 
6/27/06 
6/11/2006 
7/7/2006 

7/9/2006 
5/4/2006 
7/1/2006 
7/3/2006 

6/20/2006 
7/7/2006 
6/4/2006 
6/25/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/8/2006 
6/25/2006 
6/28/2006 
6/1/2006 
6/2/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/9/2006 
6/7/2006 
7/1/2006 
6/11/2006 
7/9/2006 
7/2/2006 
5/3/2006 
5/27/2006 
6/17/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/3/2006 
7/6/2006 
7/10/2006 
6/24/2006; 
7/1/2006 
6/7/2006 
6/15/2006 
6/25/2006 
6/27/2006 
6/27/2006 
6/30/2006 
7/1/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/11/2006 
6/18/2006 
7/9/2006 

State 
AZ 
AZ 
CA 
CA 
CA 

CA 
CO 
CT 

CT 
FL 
FL 
FL 

GA 
GA 
IA 
IA 
IA 
ID 
IL 
IL 
IN 
IN 
IN 
IN 
KY 
MA 
MD 
MD 
ME 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 

Ml 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MO 
MT 

Location 
Temple Bar 
Gilbert 
Rio Linda 
Whlskeytown Lake 
Ramona 

Simi Valley 
Castle Rock 
Enfield 

Somers 
Indian Rocks Beach 
Crystal Beach 
Jacksonville 

Columbus 
Braselton 
Unknown 
Davenport 
Bettendorf 
Owyhee Resen/bir 
Huntley 
Chillicothe 
Terre Haute 
Indiana Beach 
Evansville 
Indianapolis 
Crestwood 
Wrentham 
Port Deposit 
Assateague Island 
Unknown 
Sanford 
Oak Park 
Big Rapids 
Big Riapids 
Lake Orion 
Westland 
Fowletville 
Union Lake 

Saginaw 
Excelsior 
Fridley 
Tower 
Alexandria 
Alexandria 
Ethel Lake/Battle Lake 
Otter Tail Oily 
Wilmar 
Berriidii 
Unknown 
Lakeside 

Number 
of 
Victims injury 

punctured lung 
fractured vertebrae (back) 
back injury 
broken hip 
fractured ribs 
Victim 1: possible concussion 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
splintered femur 
ankle injury 
Victim 1: neck Injury 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
loss of consdousness 
punctured lung 
concussion 
Victim 1: loss of consciousness 
Victim 2: concussion 
fractured foot 
fractured femur 
broken ankle 
head injury 
broken back 
concussion 
collapsed lung 
concussion 
neck injury 
fractured vertebra (back) 
concussion 
dental injury 
broken femur 
severe injuries 
eye injury 
possible eye injury 
concussion 
neck injury 
chest injury 
concussion 
severe injuries 
aortic tear 
broken ankle 
loss of consciousness 
Victim 1: ear injury 
Victim 2: fractured leg 
unknown 
back pain 
ruptured aorta 
minor injuries 
punctured lung 
chest injury 
possible concussion 
unknown 
concussion 
unknown 
broken ribs 

Page 1 of 2 
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Summary of Reported Wego Kite Tube incidents, continued 
(liteported as of July 20, 2006) 

Record 
Number 
329 
344 
348 
354 
385 
387 
400 
401 
337 
358 
330 
334 
355 
360 
382 
393 

394 
395 
404 
364 
379 
345 
373 
323 
331 
339 
341 
356 
324 
374 
328 
335 
365 
407 

Incident 
Date 
5/20/2006 
6/4/2006 
6/8/2006 
6/17/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/5/2006 
7/9/2006 
7/9/2006 
6/1/2006 
6/18/2006 
5/20/2006 
5/30/2006 
6/17/2006 
6/24/2006 
7/3/2006 
7/8/2006 

7/8/2006 
7/8/2006 
7/16/2006 
6/25/2006 
7/2/2006 
6/4/2006 
7/1/2006 
4/7/2006 
5/22/2006 
6/2/2006 
6/3/2006 
6/17/2006 
4/16/2006. 
7/1/2006 
5/7/2006 
5/31/2006 
6/26/2006 
7/4/06 w/e 

State 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NO 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NE 
NY 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 

OR 
OR 
OR 
SD 
TN 
TX 
TX 
UT 
UT 
UT 
UT 
UT 
VA 
VA 
Wl 
Wl 
Wl 
UNKNOWN 

Location 
Raleigh 
Stedman 
Raleigh 
Roanoke Rapids 
Salisbury 
Sanford 
Salisbury 
Franklin 
Omaha 
Lake Luzerne 
Bethel 
Beaver Creek 
Centerville 
Delaware Lake 
Indian Lake 
Oakwood 

Salem 
Owyhee Lake 
Salem 
Aberdeen 
Murfreesboro 
Neches River 
Palmer 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Glen. Canyon 
Farmington 
Cross Junction 
Powhatan 
Unknown 
Greenfield 
St. Gemnain 
Unknown 

Number 
of 
Victims 

3 

injury 
fractured femur 
concussion 
broken ankle 
loss of consciousness 
loss of consciousness 
ankle Injury 
broken neck 
minor injuries 
unknown 
fractured vertebrae (neck) 
minor injuries 
fractured vertebra (neck) 
ear injury 
severe injuries 
severe injuries 
broken ankle 
Victim 1: minor injuries 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
Victim 3: minor injuries 
severe injuries 
crushed vertebrae (neck) 
shoulder injury 
ear injury 
death 
severe injuries 
severe injuries 
internal injuries 
fractured vertebra (neck) 
loss of consciousness 
minor injuries 
shoulder injury 
laceration of liver, spleen 
severe injuries 
neck injury 
death 
fractured vertebra (neck) 

Source: CPSC data bases, Directorate for Epidemiology 
Note: Includes incidents involving Wego Kite Tubes and 

, July 21,2006 
kite tubes of unknown brands. 
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Schoem, Marc J: 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Friday, July 28, 2006 4:00 PM 
Schoem, Marc J. 
Vallese, Julie M.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stralka, Kathleen 
A.; Streeter, Robin A.; Elder, Jacqueline 
Kite tube Update 

KiteTubelncidents_060727.pdf 

Marc, 

Attached is a listing, prepared by Robin Streeter, of Wego kite tube incidents where the report (either an IDI or a source 
document) specified the kite tube as a Wego, Sportsstuff or Wego/SportsStuff kite tube. As of July 27, 2006, CPSC staff 
is aware of 84 victims involved in 77 incidents associated with these kite tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of a total of 102 incidents involving 109 victims associated with kite tubes, including those mentioned 
above. Brands are unknown in many of the cases not known to be Wegos. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Comnnission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 j Phone 301.504.7333 

KiteTubelnclde 
s_060727.pdf ( 
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Summary of Reported Wego Kite Tube incidents^ 
(Reported as of July 27,2006) 

Record 
Number 
342 

409 
351 

405 
386 
349 
389 

396 
327 
408 
370 
380 
417 

359 
390 
343 
361 
383 
392 
362 
336 
375 
397 
421 
371 
350 
398 
376 
326 
332 
353 

406 
377 
381 
388 
347 
352 
363 
366 
367 
384 
357 
399 

incident 
Date 
6/4^006 

5/27/2006 
6/12/2006 
6//06? 
6/27/06 
7/5/2006 
6/11/2006 
7/7/2006 

7/9/2006 
5/4/2006 
5/14/2006 
7/1/2006 
7/3/2006 
7/3/2006 

6/2O/2006 
7/7/2006 
6/4/2006 
6/25/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/8/2006 
6/25/2006 
6/1/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/9/2006 
7/15/2006 
7/1/2006 
6/11/2006 
7/9/2006 
7/2/2006 
5/3/2006 
5/27/2006 
6/17/2006 
6/24/2006 
7/1/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/3/2006 
7/6/2006 
6/7/2006 
6/15/2006 
6/25/2006 
6/27/2006 
6/27/2006 
7/4/2006 
6/18/2006 
7/9/2006 

State 
AZ 

CA 
CA 

CA 
CA 
CO 
CT 

CT 
FL 
FL 
FL 
FL 
FL 

GA 
GA 
IA 
IA 
IA 
ID 
IL 
IN 
IN 
IN 
IN 
MA 
MD 
MD 
ME 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 

Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MO 
MT 

Location 
Gilbert 

Sacramento 
Whlskeytown Lake 

Simi Valley 
Ramona 
Castle Rock 
Enfield 

Somers 
Indian Rocks Beach 
Odessa 
Crystal Beach 
Jacksonville 
Land 0 Lakes 

Lake Harding 
Braselton 
Jefferson 
Davenport 
Bettendorf 
Owyhee Reservoir 
Huntley 
Terre Haute 
Evansville 
Indianapolis 
Indianapolis 
Wrentham 
Port Deposit 
Assateague Island 
unknown 
Sanford 
Oak Park 
Big Rapids 

Saginaw 
Big Rapids 
Westland 
Fowlerville 
Excelsior 
Fridley 
Tower 
Alexandria 
Alexandria 
Wilmar 
Hannibal 
Lakeside 

Number 
of 
Victims 
1 

2 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Injury 
fractured vertebrae (back) 
Victim 1: nerve damage 
Victim 2: chest injury 
broken hip 
Victim 1: possible concussion 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
fractured ribs 
fractured femur 
ankle sprain 
Victim 1: neck injury 
Victim 2: bruised ribs 
loss of consciousness 
eye injury 
punctured lung 
concussion 
fractured ribs 
Victim 1: loss of consciousness 
Victim 2: concussion 
broken foot 
fractured femur 
broken ankle 
head injury 
broken back 
concussion 
concussion 
fractured vertebra (back) 
concussion 
fractured collar bone 
fractured femur 
severe injuries 
eye injury 
possible eye injury 
concussion 
neck injury 
chest injury 
Victim 1: ear injury 
Victim 2: broken leg 
concussion 
traumatic aortic tear 
broken ankle 
unknown 
back pain 
ruptured aorta 
minor injuries 
collapsed lung 
ear injury 
loss of consciousness 
fractured ribs 

l is t ing includes only those incidents where report documentation specified 'Wego," 
"Wego/SportsStuff," or "SportsStuff." 
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Summary of Reported Wego Kite Tube incidents,^ continued 
(Reported as of July 27, 2006) 

Record 
Number 
329 
344 
348 
354 
416 
385 
387 
400 
401 
337 
358 
330 
334 
355 
393 
410 

394 
404 
364 
379 
423 
411 
345 
373 
323 
331 
339 
341 
356 
324 
328 
335 
365 
407 

Incident 
Date 
5/2O/2006 
6/4/20O6 
6/8/20O6 
6/17/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/5/2006 
7/9/20O6 
7/9/2006 
6/1/2006 
6/18/2006 
5/2O/2006 
5/3O/2006 
6/17/2006 
7/8/2006 
5/27/2006 

7/8/20O6 
7/16/2006 
6/25/2006 
7/2/20O6 
5/27/06 w/e 
5/29/2006 
6/4/2006 
7/1/2006 
4/7/2006 
5/22/2006 
6/2/2006 
6/3/2006 
6/17/2006 
4/16/2006 
5/7/2006 
5/31/2006 
6/26/2006 
7/4/06 w/e 

State 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NE 
NY 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OK 

OR 
OR 
SD 
TN 
TX 
TX 
TX 
TX 
UT 
UT 
UT, 
UT 
UT 
VA 
Wl 
Wl 
Wl 
UNKNOWN 

Location 
Raleigh 
Stedman 
Raleigh 
Roanoke Rapids 
Raleigh 
Salisbury 
Sanford 
Salisbury 
Franklin 
Omaha 
Lake Luzerne 
Bethel 
Beaver Creek, OH 
Centerville 
Oakwood 
Hinton 

Salem 
Salem 
Aberdeen 
Murfreesboro 
Houston 
McKinney 
Neches River 
Palmer 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Famriington 
Cross Junction 
Pewaukee 
Greenfield 
St. Germain 
unknown 

Number 
of 
Victims 

3 

Injury 
fractured femur 
concussion 
broken ankle 
loss of consciousness 
fractured vertebra (back) 
loss of consciousness 
ankle injury 
fractured vertebra (neck) 
minor injuries 
unknown 
fractured vertebrae (neck) 
loss of consciousness 
fractured vertebra (neck) 
ear injury 
broken ankle 
broken leg and ankle 
Victim 1: minor injuries 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
Victim 3: minor injuries 
fractured vertebrae (neck) 
shoulder injury 
ear injury 
broken leg 
foot injury 
death 
fractured vertebrae 
fractured rib 
punctured lung 
fractured vertebra (neck) 
minor injuries 
minor injuries 
shoulder injury 
severe injuries 
neck injury 
death 
fractured vertebra (neck) 

^Listing includes only those incidents where report documental 
'Wego/SportsStuff," or "SportsStuff." 

:ion specified 'Wego," 

Source: CPSC databases. Directorate for Epidemiology, July 27,2006 
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Schoem, Msrc J. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Friday, July 21, 2006 4:20 PM 
Vallese, Julie M. 
Streeter, Robin A.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Schoem, Marc 
J.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Roegner, Russell H. 
Kite tube update 

KiteTubelncidents_072106.pdf 

Julie, 

As of July 20, CPSC staff is aware of 85 incidents in the U.S. that have been associated with Wego kite tubes or kite tubes 
of unknown brands. These 85 incidents involved 89 victims, including two who died. Attached is a listing, produced by 
Robin Streeter, of the incident dates, their approximate locations, the number of victims involved, and their injuries. 

I hope this helps you and your staff with the press inquiries you mentioned on the phone. Let me know if I can be of further 
help. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

KiteTubelnclde lV\i?v'\A»v P ^ \ 
s_072106.pdf ( ' J 
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Summary of Reported Wego Kite Tube incidents 
(Reported as of July 20,2006) 

-eb<~ 

Record 
Number 
325 
342 
333 
351 
386 

405 
349 
389 

396 
327 
370 
380 

359 
390 
343 
361 
383 
392 
362 
368 
336 
338 
375 
397 
346 
371 
350 
398 
376 
326 
332 
353 
377 
378 
381 
388 
402 

406 
347 
352 
363 
366 
367 
369 
372 
384 
403 
357 
399 

Incident 
Date 
4/29/2006 
6/4/2006 
5/29/2006 
6/12/2006 
7/5/2006 
6//06?; 
6/27/06 
6/11/2006 
7/7/2006 

7/9/2006 
5/4/2006 
7/1/2006 
7/3/2006 

6/20/2006 
7/7/2006 
6/4/2006 
6/25/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/8/2006 
6/25/2006 
6/28/2006 
6/1/2006 
6/2/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/9/2006 
6/7/2006 
7/1/2006 
6/11/2006 
7/9/2006 
7/2/2006 
5/3/2006 
5/27/2006 
6/17/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/2/2006 
7/3/2006 
7/6/2006 
7/10/2006 
6/24/2006; 
7/1/2006 
6,7/2006 
6/15/2006 
6/25/2006 
6/27/2006 
6/27/2006 
6/30/2006 
7/1/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/11/2006 
6/18/2006 
7/9/2006 

State" 
AZ 
AZ 
GA 
CA 
CA 

CA 
CO 
CT 

CT 
FL 
FL 
FL 

GA 
GA 
IA 
IA 
IA 
ID 
IL 
IL 
IN 
IN 
IN 
IN 
KY 
MA 
MD 
MD 
ME 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 
Ml 

Ml 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MN 
MO 
MT 

Location 
Temple Bar 
Gilbert 
Rio Linda 
Whlskeytown Lake 
Ramona 

Simi Valley 
Castle Rock 
Enfield 

Somers 
Indian Rocks Beach 
Crystal Beach 
Jacksonville 

Columbus 
Braselton 
Unknown 
Davenport 
Bettendorf 
Owyhee Reservoir 
Huntley 
Chillicothe 
Terre Haute 
Indiana Beach 
Evansville 
Indianapolis 
Crestwood 
Wrentham 
Port Deposit 
Assateague Island 
Unknown 
Sanford 
Oak Park 
Big Rapids 
Big Rapids 
Lake Orion 
Westland 
Fowlerville 
Union Lake 

Saginaw 
Excelsior 
Fridley 
Tower 
Alexandria 
Alexandria 
Ethel Lake/Battle Lake 
Otter Tail City 
Wilmar 
Bemidji 
Unknown 
Lakeside 

Number 
of 
Victims Injury 

punctured lung 
fractured vertebrae (back) 
back injury 
broken hip 
fractured ribs 
Victim 1: possible concussion 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
splintered femur 
ankle injury 
Victim 1: neck injury 
Victim 2: minor injuries 
loss of consciousness 
punctured lung 
concussion 
Victim 1: loss of consciousness 
Victim 2: concussion 
fractured foot 
fractured femur 
broken ankle 
head injury 
broken back 
concussion 
collapsed lung 
concussion 
neck injury 
fractured vertebra (back) 
concussion 
dental injury 
broken femur 
severe injuries ^ 
eye injury 
possible eye injury 
concussion 
neck injury 
chest injury 
concussion 
severe injuries 
aortic tear 
broken ankle 
loss of consciousness 
Victim 1: ear injury 
Victim 2: fractured leg 
unknown 
back pain 
ruptured aorta 
minor injuries 
punctured lung 
chest injury 
possible concussion 
unknown 
concussion 
unknown 
broken ribs 
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Sumnnary of Reported Wego Kite Tube Incidents, continued 
(Reported as of July 20, 2006) 

Record 
Number 
329 
344 
348 
354 
385 
387 
400 
401 
337 
358 
330 
334 
355 
360 
382 
393 

394 
395 
404 
364 
379 
345 
373 
323 
331 
339 
341 
356 
324 
374 
328 
335 
365 
407 

Incident 
Date 
5/20/2006 
6/4/2006 
6/8/2006 
6/17/2006 
7/4/2006 
7/5/2006 
7/9/2006 
7/9/2006 
6/1/2006 
6/18/2006 
5/20/2006 
5/30/2006 
6/17/2006 
6/24/2006 
7/3/2006 
7/8/2006 

7/8/2006 
7/8/2006 
7/16/2006 
6/25/2006 
7/2/2006 
6/4/2006 
7/1/2006 
4/7/2006 
5/22/2006 
6/2/2006 
6/3/2006 
6/17/2006 
4/16/2006 
7/1/2006 
5/7/2006 
5/31/2006 
6/26/2006 
7/4/06 w/e 

NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NE 
NY 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 
OH 

OR 
OR 
OR 
SD 
TN 
TX 
TX 
UT 
UT 
UT 
UT 
UT 
VA 
VA 
Wl 
Wl 
Wl 
UNKNOWN 

Location 
Raleigh 
Stedman 
Raleigh 
Roanoke Rapids 
Salisbury 
Sanford 
Salisbury 
Franklin 
Omaha 
Lake Luzerne 
Bethel 
Beaver Creek 
Centerville 
Delaware Lake 
Indian Lake 
Oakwood 

Salem 
Owyhee Lake 
Salem 
Aberdeen 
Murfreesboro 
Neches River 
Palmer 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Glen Canyon 
Farmington 
Cross Junction 
Powhatan 
Unknown 
Greenfield 
St. Gemiain 
Unknown 

Number 
of 
Victims 

3 

Injury 
fractured femur ' ^ 
concussion f ^ 
broken ankle .- ' 
loss of consciousness ^ 
loss of consciousness ^ 
ankle injury .-^' 
broken neck - ^ 
minor injuries . / ^ 
unknown / ^ 
fractured vertebrae (neck) ' ^ 
minor injuries ^ 
fractured vertebra (neck) ^ 
ear injury 
severe Injuries ^ 
severe injuries ' ^ 
broken ankle y ' 
Victim 1: minor injuries ' ' 
Victim 2: minor injuries ^ 
Victim 3: minor injuries 
severe injuries ^ 
crushed vertebrae (neck) . ^ 
shoulder injury ^.--^ 
ear injury — ^ 
death 
severe injuries ^-^ 
severe injuries ^ ^ 
internal injuries y ^ ^ 
fractured vertebra (neck) / 
loss of consdousness . / 
minor injuries - - - ^ 
shoulder injury —-• 
laceration of liver, spleen — 
severe injuries ^ 
neck injury ^ 
death ^ 
fractured vertebra (neck) y 

Source: CPSC data bases, Directorate for Epidemiology 
Note: Includes inddents involving Wego Kite Tubes and 

.July 21, 2006 
kite tubes of unknown brands. 

Page 2 of 2 

7 ^ 



J u l 14 06 0 5 : 3 3 p Mif a e l H. Brown 202v 75253 p. 2 

1 - . = ^ 1 

B& G 

BROWN & GinniNc; RC. 

July 14, 2006 

VIA FACSIMILE AND 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Confidential - Contains Trade Secret and 
Proprietary Information 

Mr. Marc Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

CA 060037 
Sportsstuff, Inc. 

Wego Kite Tube and Kite Tube Pro 

Dear Mr. Schoem: 

The purpose ofthis letter Is to provide the full report pursuant to 
16 C.F.R. 1115 on behalf of Sportsstuff, Inc. ("Sportsstuff") that Ms. Topka 
requested on June 15, 2006. 

The fact that Sportsstuff is sharing information about this matter 
with the Consumer Product Safety Commission fCPSC") staff Is not an admission 
that the product presents a safety problem, nor is it an admission that any 
information with respect to the product must be reported to CPSC under the 
provisions of Section 15 of the Consumer Product Safety Act ("CPSA"). 
Sportsstuff does not believe that the product contains a defect or that the 
potential problem described below rises to the level of a substantial hazard or an 
unreasonable risk, as those terms are used in Section 15. Nevertheless, the 
company is making this notification to assure that CPSC is informed fully about 
the kite tube matter and to advise the Commission of the actions Sportsstuff 
intends to take. 

As you know, in recent weeks, the company has received reports 
that persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At 
present, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 

ATTORNrvs A T LAV^ 3201 New Mexico Ave., N.W. • Suite 242 • Washiington, D.C. 20016-2756 
Tel. (202) 237-6008 - Fax (202) 237-5259 ^ f ^ 
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Marc J. Schoem 
July 14, 20O6 
Page 2 

They have, however, generated a great deal of adverse publicity about the 
products that have resulted in certain jurisdictions prohibiting or restricting their 
use. As a result, many of Sportsstuff s vendors have expressed reluctance to 
continue carrying the product, while many customers who already own them 
have effectively been deprived of the ability to use them. While it does not 
believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous when used 
according to the instructions that accompany them, in an abundance of caution, 
Sportsstuff has withdrawn the kite tubes from the market. In addition, 
Sportsstuff is undertaking a voluntary recall in cooperation with the Commission 
to replace kite tubes in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. . 

Please note that, this correspondence and its enclosures 
sometimes use the word "recall" to characterize the product withdrawal that 
Sportsstuff has undertaken. Sportsstuff has used this noun in recognition that, 
even though the word does not appear in section 15 ofthe Consumer Product 
Safety Act, the Commission prefers to refer to all actions of this nature as 
"recalls" to assure that such actions get sufficient publicity and attention. Thus, 
Sportsstuff uses the term in this report and the accompanying materials solely to 
accommodate the Commission. As is noted above, the use ofthe term should 
not be construed to mean that Sportsstuff in any way admits or concedes that the 
kite tubes are defective or unreasonably dangerous. 

Finally, please note that, while the report includes Kite Pro Kite 
Tubes, Sportsstuff only imported 570 units ofthis item, 50 of which are still in 
transit from China to Sportsstuff. Five hundred twenty (520) units have been 
returned to Sportsstuff from the vendor to whom they were sold. Hence, the 
informational materials enclosed with the report only reference the Wego Kite 
Tube. 

The following is the information requested by Ms. Topka: 

(1) The name^ address, telephone and fax number^ and title ofthe 
person submitting the "full report" information to the Commission. 

MichaeU. Gidding 
Brown 8t Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 242 
Washington, D.C. 20016-2756 
(202) 237-5267 
Fax: (202) 237-5259 
E-mail: mlQ(5lbrown-qiddinq.com 

3^ 
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Marc J, Schoem 
July 14, 2006 
Page 3 

(2) The name and address of the manufacturer (or importer) of the 
product and the address of the manufacturing plants for each product 
brand and series/model manufactured. 

Importer; 

Sportsstuff, Inc. 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

Manufacturers: 

Kite Pro Model # S3-5000 

Yun Fan Plastic Manufactory 
Shui Lian Shan, Nan Cheng, 
Dong Guan City, Guang Dong Province, China 

Kite Pro Model # 53-5010 

Zhongshan Pleasure Time Plastic Ind. 
Da You Industrial Area, Fu Shan Town 
Zhongshan City, Guang Dong, China 

(3) An identification and description of the product(s). Give retail 
prices, brand name, series/model numbers, serial numbers, and date 
codes, along with the information to decipher the date codes. Describe 
any identifying marks and their location on the product Provide a 
picture or sample of the product 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube (Model 53-5000) 
Suggested Retail Price - $599.00; Recommended Minimum 
Advertised Pridng - $499,00 
Product Description: 10 ft diameter towable watercraft with two 
PVC inflation chambers, a full nylon cover, a 3-section tow rope 
with 45, 10, and 10 ft lengths, and a detachable startling leash rope 
with foam flotation balls. 

Sportsstuff Kite Pro (Model #53-5010) 
Suggested Retail - $499.00 

J ? 
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Product Description: 10 ft diameter towable watercraft with two 
inflation chambers, full PVC tarpaulin construction, 1 removable 
PVC bladder, a 3 section tow rope with 45,10, and 10 ft lengths, 
and a detachable startling leash rope with foam flotation balls. 

The Wego Kite and Kite Pro Tube model numbers are printed on 
the insides of the tubes in proximity to the product valve. The warning patches 
on the covers for the products also reflect the model number. Distinguishing 
marks include Skull and crossbones on the covers. The covers contain the 
following: "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." The units also feature 
caution warning stripes. A picture ofthe Wego Kite Tube is enclosed as Tab 1. 

C4J A description of the nature of the defect failure to comply or risk. 
I f copies o f technical drawings, test results, schematics, diagrams, 
blueprints or other graphic depictions of the product are available, 
attach copies. 

Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous, 

(5) The nature o f the injury or possible injury associated with the 
product defect, failure to comply or risk. 

While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective 
or unreasonably dangerous when used as instructed, it has received reportrs of 
serious injuries and deaths during use of the kite tut3es. 

(6) The manner in which and the date when the information about 
the defect or risk (e,g., complaints, reported injuries quality control 
testing) was obtained. I f any complaints related to the safety of the 
product or any allegations or reports o f injuries associated with the 
product have been received, copies o f such complaints or reports (or a 
summary thereof) shall be attached. Give a chronological account o f 
facts or events leading to the report under section 15(b) o f the CPSA 
beginning with receipt o f the first information, which ultimately led to 
the report. Also included may be an analysis o f these facts or events. 

Sportsstuff has received a total of 43 complaints, including 12 
report:s that persons have been injured and two reports that people have died 
while using these kite tubes. Copies of complaints are enclosed as Tab 3. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these inddents. 

VO 
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although it believes, based on media reportis, that many, if not all, of the 
inddents may be related to the failure of consumers and boat drivers to follow 
the written and video instructions (Tab 2) that accompany each kite tube. 

Sportsstuff first learned of allegations of the occurrence of an injury 
assodated with the use of a kite tube on May 2, 2006. The company became 
aware of two deaths on May 2 and May 30, 2006 respectively. Sportsstuff 
received suit papers in Freeland vs. Sportsstuff, a wrongful death action, on June 
6, 2006. A copy of the complaint is Attachment 7 to Commission Epidemiological 
Report 060612HCC3582 

(7) The total number of products and units involved. 

The total number of products distributed to date is 19,204. 

(8) The dates when products and units were manufactured, 
imported, distributed and sold at retail. 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes were manufactured and sold from 
approximately October i , 2005 to the present time. 

Kite Pro Kite Tubes were manufactured from May 2005 through 
June 10, 2005. None have been sold to consumers. 

(9) The number o f products and units in the possession o f each o f 
the following: the manufacturer or importer; private labelers; 
distributors; retailers; and consumers. 

• There are presently 7,730 pieces in possession of the Chinese 
manufacturer, 3,200 on the water and 2,842 in Sportsstuffs inventory. 

Sportsstuff has distributed a total of approximately 18,684 Wego 
Kite Tubes. It does not know how many are in possession of distributors, 
retailers and consumers. 

Sportstuff also distributed 520 Kite Pro Tubes to Sam's Club. Sam's 
Club, the sole vendor for this item, has returned all 520 products it received. 
Hence, none of the Kite Pro Tubes are in the hands of distributors, retailers or 
consumers. 

V/ 
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(10) An explanation o f any changes (e.g., designs, adjustments and 
additional parts, quality control, testing) that have been or wi l l be 
effected to correct the defect, failure to comply or risk, and of any 
other steps that have been taken to prevent similar occurrences in the 
future, together with the timetable for implementing such changes and 
steps. 

Sportsstuff has withdrawn both the Wego Kite Tube and the Kite -
Pro Tubes from the market. Because of adverse publicity about the products and 
prohibitions or restrictions on their use in several jurisdictions, it is questionable 
whether a market for the items will continue to exist. 

11) Information that has been or wi l l be given to purchasers, 
including consumers about the defect or risk, with a description of how 
this information has been or wi l l be communicated. Please include 
copies or drafts o f any letters, press releases, warning labels or other 
written information that has been or wi l l be given to purchasers, 
including consumers 

Enclosed at Tab 4 are the press release and,poster announcing 
Sportsstuffs intention to provide consumers with replacement products of 
comparable value to the Wego Kite Tubes. Sportsstuff understands that the 
Commission is considering whether additional notice may be appropriate to 
adequately alert the public to the availability of this option. 

(12) The details o f and schedule for any contemplated refund, 
replacement, or repair actions, including plans for disposing o f 
returned products (e.g., repair, destroy, return to foreign 
manufacturer.) 

On July 7, 2005, Sportsstuff stopped shipment ofthe products to 
its customers. On July 12, it notified its customers (Tab 5) to stop sale of the 
products and to return them to Sportsstuff for a credit. To the extent it is 
financially able to do so, Sportsstuff intends to offer consumers who contact it 
with replacement products of comparable value to the Wego Kite Tube. 

(13) A detailed explanation and description of the marketing and 
distribution of the product from the manufacturer (including any 
importer) to the consumer (e.g., use o f sales representatives, 
independent contractors and/or jobbers; installation o f the product, i f 
any, and by whom). 

J^Z^ 
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Sportsstuff marketed the product through marine distributors, mail 
order catalogs and various retailers domestic and abroad, 

(14) Upon request, the names and addresses o f a l l distributors, 
retailers and purchasers, including consumers. 

Sportsstuff e-mailed the distributor list to Marc Schoem on July 10, 
Other than a small number of people who submitted warranty cards, Sportsstuff 
does not know the identities of consumers who purchased the kite tubes. 
Warranty card submitters will receive direct mail notice of the proposed recall. 
Also, please note that, while Target is listed as a retailer, it sold a total of 13 kite 
tubes, all through internet sales and none at retail stores. All 13 customers will 
receive direct notice from Target. 

(15) I n addition to providing the information above, please also 
submit the following information: 

(a) Regarding question 6, include copies o f a l l consumer or 
dealer complaints, including electronic records, warranty claims, 
and reports of in jury related to the product being investigated. 
Include copies o f a l l court complaints and related document for 
lawsuits involving the products and the resolution o f those 
lawsuits. 

I f copies o f consumer complaints and other documents requested 
above are not available, indicate the reasons they are not 
available and provide a summary containing the names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of the consumers or of the 
plaintiffs' attorneys. 

See Tabs 3 and 4. 

(b) I f the company also distributes the product to countries 
outside the United States, please provide a l ist o f those countries 
and the number o f products shipped to each. 

See list enclosed at Tab 6. 

^3 
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(c) Copies o f al l test reports, analyses, evaluations and 
premarket tests related to the subject product and problem. 

See Tab 7. Please note that the written test results reflect tests on 
a number of different products and prototypes. 

(d) Copies o f a l l engineering drawings, engineering change 
notices and material specifications related to the subject problem 

Sportsstuff does not have formal engineering drawings. It does 
have handwritten sketches of various inflatable designs, but those 
sketches have little bearing on the matter that is the subject of this 
report. 

(e) Provide a l ist o f distributors and retailers to whom the firm 
distributed the product 

See response to question 14. 

(f) Provide the country or origin of the product 

China 

Sportisstuff requests that this letter and the information contained 
in it be withheld from public disclosure under the authorities granted to the CPSC 
in Section 6 of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2055; the Trade Secrets Act, 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1905 and the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If any request is 
made for this information, please notify me immediately. 

Sincerely yours. 

^JktUMJi^h^^i'-^ 
Michael J. Gidding 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 42-year-old victim had been water skiing, tubing and boating for over 10 years. He 
was a water enthusiast and interested in the latest water recreational products on the 
market but was not a high risk taker. 

In January, 2006, the victim and his 44-year-old male firiend went with their wives to an 
area boat show. At the show, they saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet 
in diameter. The friend stated that until now they had been on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. They viewed a video tape ofthe kite tube which showed it in the air about five 
to ten feet off the water while it was being towed by the boat. They talked with the sales 
representative who stated that you only have to go 26 mph to get the kite tube to lift off 
the water. The victim thought the kite tube looked like fiin and easy to do. Based on the 
video, the victim decided to order one to use in the upcoming summer. He purchased it 
for about $460 at the boat show discount and it was shipped to him by the end of May, 
2006. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

On June 23, 2006, the victim went on vacation with the same friend who had been at the 
boat show with him as well as another friend who was 45-years-old along with all of their 
families. They stayed at a resort on a lake so that they could fish, ski and go tubing. The 
victim brought the kite tube along with him as well as the new 60 foot tow rope which 
came with it. The victim told his friends that he viewed the kite tube video and read the 
product literature prior to leaving home. His friends asked if the victim had brought the 
video along as they wanted to see it, but the victim had left all of the product literature at 
home. 

On June 24*, the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube out for the first 
time. As the two friends were blowing up the kite tube with a compressor, they read the 
wamings printed on the tube. They attached the tow rope to the back ofthe boat and 
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towed the kite tube behind the victim's boat. The victim and his two friends rode the kite 
tube separately wearing life jackets. They stood or knelt in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the kite tube. None of them had any prior experience with this size of 
tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. While one was 
tubing the other two were in the boat driving and spotting. As they took off, the rider 
would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe kite 
tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the kite 
tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. The 
victim and his two male friends each tried once riding on the kite tube but could not get 
the tube to lift off of the water at a speed of 25 mph as recommended. The front ofthe 
kite tube would rise off of the water but the back end would drag on top ofthe water. 
There were no falls on this day. 

Both ofthe victim's friends remarked that it was very difficult to hold onto the handles 
for very long as your arms and legs would tire easily. They also noted that they had no 
control of the kite tube. The front end ofthe tube would rise up as the boat accelerated 
and would come down when the boat slowed down. They stated that they were just 
holding on and were at the mercy ofthe wind and the driver. 

On the following day, they were talking about the kite tube and thought perhaps they 
needed a bigger boat and motor to get the kite tube to lift off the water as they were larger 
guys. The 42-year-old victim was 6' 1" and 225#, the 44-year-old friend was 6' 1" and 
205# and the 45-year-old friend was 5'8" and 150#. 

On June 26* at about 8:00 PM, the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube 
out again using his 44-year-old friend's boat which was a 1991 VIP Model SK8 with an 
Evinrude 150hp motor. The friend who was the owner of the boat attached the tow rope 
at the 60 foot length and drove the boat. The 45-year-old friend was the spotter and the 
victim was the rider. As they started out in front of their cabin, the friends noted that the 
lake was like glass and there was no breeze. 

Traveling from the cabin to the end of the lake took less than a minute. During this time, 
they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water about two to three feet for about 
five seconds going at a speed of 30-35 mph. Any less speed and the tube would not lift 
off the water. The friend who was driving stated that he was constantly adjusting the 
speed of the boat to get the kite tube in the air. As the rider pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When the tube was three feet off the water, the driver would try to maintain the speed of 
the boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the driver would increase the 
speed. Both the driver and spotter related that while the tube was in the air, they were 
unable to see the victim on the tube. They noted that the tube has a plastic window that 
in theory allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. When the tube is deflated, you 

^ ^ 
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can see through the window. But, when the tube is inflated the plastic window 
accumulates condensation, is cloudy and does not allow either party to see each other. 
Therefore, there was no way to commimicate between the driver and rider. 

When they reached the end ofthe lake, the driver slowed the boat down to tum around to 
come back. At this time, the driver asked the victim how the speed was on the first trip 
and the victim responded that the speed was perfect and to drive exactly the same on the 
way back. As they started out, the kite tube performed the same at about 30-35 mph. It 
lifted off ofthe water up to three feet and then would come back down. When they were 
about halfway back, the kite tube lifted off of the water to four feet, swayed to the right, 
then to the left, then shook, then went back to the right and then came down and hit the 
water. From lift off to touch down took less than five seconds. When the kite tube hit the 
water, the victim was thrown into the water head first. At this point, the spotter told the 
driver, that the victim had fallen off. When the driver tumed around to look, he saw the 
kite tube about 20 feet in the air. The driver tumed the boat around and started back to 
the rider. When the boat was within 20 feet ofthe victim, the driver and spotter noticed 
that the victim was not moving. When they came within 10 feet ofthe victim, they 
observed the victim face down in the water. 

The spotter grabbed the life vest of the victim and lifted his face out of the water. They 
found that the victim was breathing and his lip was bleeding but he was unconscious. 
The driver started to lightly slap the victim's face to get him to come around but the 
victim did not respond. At this point, they yelled to shore to send a boat out to help. 

An emergency medical technician (EMT) happened to be staying at the same resort and 
on shore at the time ofthe incident. He got into his boat and brought additional people 
along to help with the victim. At this same time, someone on shore called "911" for 
assistance. When the EMT arrived at the scene, it took six men to pull the victim out of 
the water and into the boat. By this time, the victim was coming around and could move 
his legs and talked. The victim knew his name and his birthday but did not know what 
had happened. When they came back to shore with the victim, an ambulance arrived 
within two to three minutes. The ambulance took the victim to an area hospital and his 
wife rode along with him. The 44-year-old friend and his wife followed the ambulance to 
the hospital. 

The Sheriff Department was also called to the scene by the "911" call. They briefly 
interviewed the parties involved. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of their call sheet and 
press release on the incident. 

When the victim arrived at the hospital, he was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a 
lacerated spleen, a bmised liver and a hematoma near his thorax. There were no visible 
signs ofinjury, as the injuries were all intemal. As the hospital staff was working on 
draining the fluid from the hematoma, the victim's heart stopped several times. The 
hospital staff restarted the victim's heart on each occasion until it stopped at 1:00 AM on 

fT 



IDI 060628CWE5430 -4-

June 27* and they were unable to restart it. The hospital noted the cause of death to be 
cardiac arrest. 

The Vilas County Coroner was called to the hospital and an autopsy was scheduled for 
the following day. The coroner noted the death to be accidental and the cause to be 
exsanguination, severed hepatic artery and blunt force trauma. Attached as Exhibit "C" 
is a copy of the coroner's report. 

Following the death ofthe victim, the county sheriff called the area Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) warden to report the incident as the DNR investigates boating 
deaths. The warden went to the resort and briefly interviewed the 45-year-old friend of 
the victim regarding the incident. To date, the Department of Natural Resources doesnot 
have a releasable report and it is unknown if there will be a formal report by their office. 

This injury incident was brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission by a news reporter. This investigator received this assignment on June 28, 
2006 and contacted the Department of Natural Resources warden to obtain additional 
information on the incident. The warden provided the name ofthe victim as well as the 
driver and spotter. 

On June 30*, this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the victim's friends, 
the 44-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old male spotter. Their comments have been 
incorporated into this report. Both ofthe friends stated that upon retuming home from 
the resort, they inspected the kite tube and did not notice any damages or apparent 
equipment failure. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes tmdemeath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise straight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and tuming in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water. It has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactured in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 

^1 
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The kite tube is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The wamings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 

SO 
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WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 
towable cannot be controfled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 
Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 
to observe, and one or more to ride. 
Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills ofthe rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 
The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff pr the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 

S/ 



IDI 060628CWES430 -7-

any kind arising out ofthe use ofthis product. It is the responsibility or the user 
to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during normal use. 
This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the use and weather 
conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a regular 
basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 
Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to ali other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 

S^ 
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• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 

• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain controL 

• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 

wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's surface. 
• Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable controL 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 

In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manuaL Vou must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you wiU create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 

X ? 
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• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 
in height or direction. 
Use in at least 6 feet ofwater depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 
should be. 
Never use in shallow waters. 
Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 
steady wind, start slow. 
Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skilL 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
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Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 
angle by which the nose ofthe tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal 
Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 
wind and boat speed conditions. 
Do not use this tube ifyou are pregnant, could be pregnant, or ifyou have 
neck or back problems. 
Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 
spotter that you are okay. 
A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire Sportsstuffs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse or improper use ofthe 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use ofthe Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use ofthis product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user ofthe Kite Tube may suffer as a result ofthe use ofthe Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture ofthe 
Kite Tube. The terms ofthis release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use ofthe Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use ofthe Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty. 

^ ^ 
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including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manuaL 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs of kite tube as well as the boat used to pull the 
kite tube the day ofthe incident. 

Exhibit "B" - Sheriffs department call sheet and press release. 

Exhibit "C" - Coroner's report. 

Exhibit "D" - Authorization to Not Release Name forms. 

Exhibit "E" - Contact List 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWES430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture ofl" Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 
Purchased by victim. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 -
Purchased by victim. - Photograph shows plastic window for rider and driver to 
view each other. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - 1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day ofthe incident. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - 1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day ofthe incident - Arrow 
points to where tow rope was attached. 
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07/05/06 
10 :25 

Vilas County Sheriff s Department 
CAD Master Call Table: Page: 

279 
1 

Long-Term Call ID: XS0473 
Active Call: Nature: Boat/Water Acci Type: Ife Priority: 2 

Address: 1130 Gessert Rd;E8trold Resort 
Zones: ; : 

city: SG St Germain 
Alarm Number: 

- Complainant: 

Adr:l 
Cty: New Berlin 
Tel: 
Alrt; 

74412 

ST: Wl Zip: 531S1 
5ll Race: W Sex: F Prev Calls: 

Mid: N 
DOB: 08/17/61 
SSN: - -
Wants: Adr: 

Contact: Sandy 
Address: 
Info: (See below)' 

How Rcvd: W Wireless 911 
Rcvd by: A Mattke 

Hid Until: 06:00:00 06/27/06 

Tel: (262)565-3893 

Occurred between: 20:07:11 06/26/06 
and: 20:07:11 06/26/06 

When Rptd: 20:07:11 06/26/06 

INVOLVEMENTS: 
Type 
LW 
BM 
FR 
NH 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
VH 

Call 

Record # 
06-006594 
06-01209 
06-0294 
74417 
74418 
74419 
74420 
74412 
29071 

Date 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 

Taker Comments: 

Description 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 

1991 VIP SK 18 WI 

Relat i onahip 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
Deceased 
Wife 
Boat Driver 
S p o t t e r 

•Cornplainant 
Boat Involved 

Boat accident, one injury. Complainant does not know what happened, a boat was 
sent out to see what happened. Everyone is out of the water. 

Male subject around 40 YQA was on a Kite Tube and was somehow injured. 
Complaining of back and shoulder pain and possible head injuiTr. 

20:32:32 06/26/06 - P Popp 
This was a tubing accident. 

- From: D Gardner 

Mon Jun 26 20:33:32 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Transported to HVMC, MED5 paged for intercept. 

G") 



Tue Jun 27 01:05:06 CDT 2006 I. Scarcelli 
Traei England, medical examiner from Oneida, calling to request otu: coroner. 
Tue Jun 27 01:05:19 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Paged 249 P Tirpe. Also notified C161 M Sealander and 210 D Gardner. 202 J 
Fath notified. 
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- ^ « . IU . .a^Miw , V I LAa> t-i.jur*iy a M t K i h h : 7 i B 4 7 a e o 3 9 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate R e l e a s e 

Por more information contact: 
John Niebiihr, Sheriff 
715-479-4441 

David Gardner, Lieutenant 

Boating Accident - Fatality 

St. Germain, Wl, Little St.Germain Lake, June 27, 2O06 

VCSD Case Ko. 06-006594 

St. Germain, WI, June 26, 2006 --On Monday, Jxine 26, 2006, at approximately 
8:07 PM, the Vilas County Sheriff's Department received a call requesting 
medical assistemce at 1130 Gessert Rd., St. Germain. The caller stated a 
boating accident on Little St. Germain Lake had occurred and one person was 
injured, St. Germain Rescue, Plum Ijake 91 and Med 5 were dispatched to the 
scene. The injured party was transported to Howard Young Medical Center for 
treatment and waa later pronoxmced dead. The name of the deceased is being 
withheld pending notification of family. 

The accident is under investigation by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, Vilas County Sheriff's Department and Vilas County Coroner's Office. 

Lt. David Gardner 
Tuesday, June 27 02:19:00 CST 2006 

^ ^ 



FROM : FRX NO, J u l . ee ^msEi 0 i : 24Pn P2 

Name of Deceased 

Address: 

Date of Death: 06/27/06 

VIIAS GOONTr CORONER'S REPORT 

DOB: 10-15-1963 C0#:06-006594 

, Delafield, MI 53018 Age: 42 

Time of Death: Pron. 0050. 

D.A. Notified: YB8 Date: 06/27/06 Time: 0830 

Reported By: Vilas Sheriff's Office per request of HYMC ER Staff 

Time reported: 0106 Doctor: 

Cause of Death A. Exsanguination 

B. Severed Hepatic Artery 

C. Blunt Force Trauma 

Natural; Suicide: Homicide: Accidental: X 

Date of Incident; 06/26/06 Time of Incident: 2C0Shrs 
Location: 1130 Gessert Road/ Little St. Germain Lake, St. Germain/ 
Tovmship 

Autopsy performed By: Dr. Kelley 

Funeral Director: Church and Chapel Fiaieral Service 

DESCRIPTION OF BODY 

Sex: Male Race; White Height:6'1" Weight: 226 Eyes: Hazel 
Hair: Blonde Personal Effects: Silver Colored band on left ring finger. 
Left with body at Fond du Lac Medical Examiner. 

Trauma: See autopsy report 

Specimens Taken: Blood, Usual autopsy specimens 

Photos: Autospy 

Investigated by: 249 Tirpe> Warden Selander 

N e x t - o f - K i n : | H H B | [ m i m i - Wife Notified: By HYMC ER Staff 

Address: Same Fhone: ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | 
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PROM FfiX NO. Jul. 08 2006 01:24PM P3 

VILAS COUKTY CORONER'S DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED NAME: 

I was contacted by the Vilas County Sheriff's Department to respond to 
a death at the Howard Young Medical Center Emergency Room. Upon my 
arrival I met with the ER physcian, • • • • ^ ^ • • ^ H who advised me that 
the deceased had been brought to Howard Young following a tubing accident 
in St, GezTnain. He advised me that the deceased had been alert and 
oriented and that following his retum from the CT scanner the deceased 
suddenly crashed and that a code ensued. DrHHMl^BHstated that t:hey 
had coded ^ ' ^ P H H H P H for almost 2 hours before declaring him dead. Dr. 
••••••istatea^na^rne CT appeared to show a small laceration to the 
spleen and bruising to the liver with a small amount of blood in the 
cavity. According to liBriliiikBiiB the deceased also had a left 
pnetimothorax that was reduced with a chest tubs and a pulmonary contusion. 

Following this I met with 
(11/14/61) who was the driver of the boa 
Mr . • • • • I stated that he was towing Mr 
Little St. Germain Lake and had a spotter, 
the boat watching W ^ ^ B I ^ ^ K M on the tube 

and 
towing Mr. 
on a "k i t e tub" around 

in the rea r of 
According t o Mr • • • • • • t h e y 

were t r ave l ing between 40 and 45mph and t h a t the tube was boimcing off the 
water approx. 2 ' in to the a i r and then back down onto the water. 

i^KtttKKItlKi s t a t ed tha t M l H H I B informed him tha t i f l JHBIHBH had 
f a l l e n off of the tube and then they turned the boat back to where they 
thought • • • • • • • • ( A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ J ^ ^ J ^ • According to ] ^ ^ | ^ ^ ^ B | when 
they a p p r o a c h e d M r B l H H H H i l l H H H i t o l d him t h a t M ^ l ^ H H H was 
lying face down in the water ahd had not given him the '̂OK" s ign . Mr. 

• B J l H t h e n came to a s s i s t l ^ H ^ ^ H H i n r o l l i n g Mr. • k H M ^ v ^ ^ ^ ^ o 
h i s back. As they ro l l ed S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ V over he n o t e d ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T l H I ^ H H had 
"snoring" r e s p i r a t i o n s . M H H ^ I H H t a t e d t h a ^ f r ^ H H H ^ H ^ ^ s wearing 
a l i f e vest but w a ^ ^ ^ h e a v y for h imand M r H H H H ' t o get i n to the boat by 
themselves. M r . H J H H and M r . m m H s ta ted c a l l i n g for help and some 
bystanders on th^^BBlFcame out in t h e i r boat and a s s i s t e ^ t h g n ^ n 
ge t t ing Mr. H | ^ H | | | | back in to the boat and to shore , ^^ •̂ J H H J H s t a t e d 
t h a t by the t i n i ^ t n e a r r ived a t the shore an<^caj^^d 911 t h a ^ ^ ^ ^ B H H H 
was beginning to regain consciousness. Mrs. J H H H H s t a t ed t h a t the 
deceased had no s ign i f i can t medical h i s to ry and was on no p r e s c r i p t i o n 
medicat ions. 

At t h i s point I advised Mrs. ̂ H H ^ ^ I t ha t I would be request ing an 
autopsy be done and tha t I wouldspeak with her following the autopsy. I 
then proceeded to take Mr. B j j ^ H H l in to my care and setup an autopsy to 
be done tha t day at the Fond du Lac County Medical Examiner's Office. I 
also released the deceased for skin and bone donation a t the wi fe ' s 
reques t . r also spoke with Warden Selander regarding the inc ident . 
Following t h i s I t ranspor ted the deceased to the Fond du Lac County Medical 
Examiner's Office in Fond du Lac for the autopsy. 

See Page 3 
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FROM FAX NO. Jul. 08 2006 0l:2SPM P4 

VILAS (XmNTY COROHER'8 DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED NAME: 

Page 3 

Dr. Kelley the Fond du.Lac County Medical Examiner performed t;he autopsy 
and noted that a large quanity of blood was found in the abdominal cavity. 
He proceeded to explore the cavity and found that a hepatic artery had 
been severed. Dr. Kelley also noted that there were posterior rib 
fractureii on the left side indicating a substantial 2unount of force had 
been transfered to the body when the deceased struck the water. 

Following the autopsy I advised ̂ ^ H||^|H|Hby phone of t h e results of 
the autopsy and answered what questlon^sh^xad. I then released the 
deceased to the funeral home for final disposition at the recjuest of the 
family 

Signed: 

< 7 7 ^ " ^ ^ 
Paul A. Tirpe - < Tirpe - Coroner 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETV COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you fix assisting us in udlecdng information CM a poicntiai praducl safety prablem. 
TheU. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on oononnedpeofde to shiR 
product safety hilonnaation with us. We maintain a recoid ofthis infonnation. and use it to 
assiil us tn identifying and resolving product ssfe^ problems. 

We rautioely fortvaid this infigntwtion to m«nu&cturers and distiibutors to inforni them of 
the involvonent of their product in an incident situatian. We also give the infimnatiai to 
others requesting inftematioa about specific products cr hazards. Manafactuieis may need 
die individual's name so that tbey can <4itttn additiooaJ infonnation on the pvoduet or 
incident ntuaiion. 
Would you please indicate on the bottom of this psgie «^iether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. If you request that your name remain oonAdemial,«« will of ooune, honor that 
request. After you have indicaied your preference, please sign your name and dtfe the 
docuneot on the lines ptovided. 

7- 7-0^ 

CPSC Holliw: l4CI0«»CPSC(2n2) H cracs WW Stt: M f t j n n w x p ^ ^ 

6f 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you fcx- Bssiating us in coHectiiig infionnstion on a pataitisl product safety prnMem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Connnission ilepeods on ooncemed people to shore 
product safiety infonnation wilb vs. We maimadn a recofd of (his infonnation, and use it lo 
assist us in identifying and resolving product sadEety proUems. 

We routinely fbtwavd this infonnation to naMufiat.tuieis and distributns to infonn then o f 
the involvement o f their product in an incident situatian. We also give the infinnatioa to 
others requesting infonnation about specific products or hazards Manufacturer may need 
ifae indivkhnl's name so that ibey can obtain additknial infonnation on the product oa-
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you wi l l allow us to disclose 
your name. I f yoo legnest O t ypur name umain confidential, we wil l o f cowse. honot that 
request. After you have indicated your picfeitace, please ngn your name and date flie 
document on the lines provided. 

7 i, at. 
(Date) 

CPSC HoHte 14a>«3»CPSC(2r72) H CPSCk «Mb ato:MpcMMMr.qMc«av 

70 



IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "E - Contact List 

VICTIM 

.r-old male 

CONTACT LIST 

•-year-old male owner of boat and driver 

45-year-old male spotter 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

Friend of victim 
)rive 

Cottage Grove, WI 53527 

Jeff Dautermann - Warden 
Michael Sealander - Warden 
Chris Spaight - Warden 
Department of Natural Resources 
223 E. Steinfest Road 
Antigo, WI 54409 
(715)623-4190 

Vilas County Sherift"'s Department 
330 Court Street 
Eagle River, WI 54521 
(715)479-4441 

Paul Tirpe, Coroner 
Vilas County Coroner 
29 forest Drive 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
(715)543-2232 
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I.Task Number 
060614HCC3606 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR IVIO DAY 

2006 06 02 

2. Investigator's ID 
1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR IVIO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 29 year-old male sustained a C-2 vertebrae fracture in his neck when he feii into the water head first after riding his 
tube kite. A sudden gust of wind caused him to lose control of the tube kite while elevated approximately 20 feet above 
water. The speed of the boat was approximately 35-40 mph, but did not unexpectedly change speeds. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

BULLFROG 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

9. State 

UT 

IOC. IModel Number 
53-5000 

IOD. IVIanufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . iVlodel Number 

NONE 

11D. IVIanufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age ot Victim 
29 

16.BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

89 - NECK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

15. injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/06/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L; Blasius, Dennis R. 

26. Regional OfTice Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660350A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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060614HCC3606 

The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim's 
wife who observed the incident and with the consumer/boat operator. The victim could 
not be interviewed due to his current medical condition (halo brace). Additional 
information was obtained through official reports. The investigation was generated by a 
report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular tube kite. There 
were a total of three separate, but related incidents involving the same product during the 
two-day period, though only one incident resulted in medical treatment. 

The primary victim (hereafter, "victim") is a 29 year-old male, who weighs 
approximately 1901bs and stands approximately 6'2. The victim has between 15-20 years 
of experience with similar products and activities, which includes wakeboarding and 
water skiing. The victim did not incur any injuries while participating in previous water-
related activities. The victim had no prior experience with the product. The victim did not 
read any product-related documentation (e.g., owner's manual) and did not watch the 
instructional video that was provided to the consumer. 

The victim's fi-iend (hereafter, "consumer" or "boat operator"), who is 36 years old, was 
the owner ofthe product and the boat operator at the time ofthe incident. The product 
was newly purchased in late May 2006 through an online purchase with a major retailer. 
The consumer reported that the product has been difficult to locate in retail stores as the 
products have reportedly been selling quickly. Therefore, the consumer received no prior 
personal instruction from any sales staff on how to operate the product. The consumer 
recalls that the product included the tube kite, a three-segmented tow rope (i.e., can be 
used at the adjustable lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet), and an instructional video (DVD). 
The consumer reported that his 32 year-old wife (hereafter, "wife"), 10 year-old son 
(hereafter, "son"), and he watched the instructional video before using the product. The 
consumer did not read the ovraer's manual and does not recall if an owner's manual was 
provided. The consumer did observe numerous waming and caution labels on the 
product. 

Within a day or two after purchasing the product, the consumer began using the product 
on a four-day trip. It is unknown who inflated the product, or how much the product was 
inflated (i.e., PSI). There were a total of seven people on the trip/boat, which included 
five adults and two children. The boat that was used during each incident was a 21-foot, 
280 horsepower, inboard runabout, and was operated solely by the consumer, who 
reported having significant boating experience. The victim reported that no alcohol was 
consumed by any of the participants at any time. 

Prior to the victim sustaining his injuries, both the wife and son individually rode the 
product a total of three times each, and both were thrown off once while riding the 
product. All individuals were sole riders during their respective rides. The son's ride 
lasted a total ofa few minutes, though it is unknown how long the wife was on the 
product before being thrown off. Various boat passengers acted as "spotters" and no one 
person was specifically designated. The length ofthe tow rope used during the wife and 
son's rides is unknown. The wife weighs approximately 1151bs and stands 5'4 while the 
son weighs approximately 751bs and stands 4'5. It is unknown what the wife and son 
were wearing during the incident(s). During the wife's ride, the boat was traveling 
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060614HCC3606 

approximately 25-30mph, and she maintained elevations between 5-10 feet. While 
airbome, the product flipped, and caused the wife to fall and land in the water, on her 
back. During the son's ride, the boat was traveling approximately 20mph while the son 
maintained elevations between 3-5 feet. During the son's ride the product flipped and 
with the son still in the product, landed in the water. The son reportedly injured his knees. 
It is unknown what exact position the son was in when he landed. Neither individual 
sought medical attention, though the wife reported "back soreness and spitting up blood" . 
shortly thereafter. 

On June 2, 2006 at approximately 3:15pm, the victim attempted his first ride on the 
product. The victim was wearing shorts and a life jacket. Neither the victirh, nor the wife 
and son wore a helmet during their respective rides. The consumer (i.e., boat operator) 
tied/secured the tow rope to the product at its greatest length, which is 65 feet, and was 
included with the purchase ofthe product. The victim did not purposefiilly read any of 
the waming labels on the product before riding. The victim's 30 year-old wife acted as a 
"spotter" while the victim was riding the product. The visibility was good and the water 
was reportedly calm. The winds were listed as "moderate", and blowing from the 
southwest at lOmph. The boat was traveling west, into the wind, and at various speeds (a 
port side crosswind was reported). It is unknown if other vessels were in the waterway 
during the victim's ride. 

While riding, the victim could not see the boat, therefore communication was impaired. 
Part ofthe product, near the front, is consfructed of a clear plastic and serves as a 
window, but immediately became fogged up during the ride, thereby preventing the rider 
to see or communicate with the spotter or boat operator. The victim had planned on using 
hand signals, as previously leamed while participating in other water sporting activities 
(e.g., water skiing), but was unable to as removal of either of his hands'would have 
caused a weight shift within the product, thereby causing it to become unstable. 

During the victim's ride, which lasted a total of 5-10 minutes, he had difficulty getting 
the product airbome due to the adult (heavier) weight. The boat operator thus increased 
the speed to approximately 35-40mph. It is unknown what the boat's actual speed was 
prior to the increase. It was reported that victim reached elevations of three feet or less, 
and then suddenly reached an elevation of between 15-25 feet when a gust of wind lifted 
the product fiirther into the air. While at this peak elevation, the product began to wobble 
left to right and became unstable for approximately three seconds. The port side ofthe 
product then flipped up, thereby inverting and accelerating the product towards the water 
with the front ofthe product pointing downward. While theproduct was falling 
downward and approximately three feet above the water, the victim fell off the product, 
and landed headfirst in the water, in an angular, corkscrew motion. 

The boat operator immediately tumed the boat around when he observed the victim land 
in the water. With assistance from the passengers in the boat, the victim climbed back 
into the boat. The victim maintained consciousness, but complained of neck pain. The 
boat operator radioed for assistance and retumed to the marina where the victim received 
initial emergency medical treatment from the responding medics. The victim was 
transported via ambulance to a local hospital where he received additional treatment and 
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060614HCC3606 

was diagnosed with a C-2 (neck) vertebrae fracture. Although the victim was released 
from the hospital, he is to remain m a halo brace for three months and afterwards will 
retain limited mobility in his neck (90%). Medical records have been requested, but not 
received. 

The victim and consumer both believe that the product is unsafe for various reasons, 
specifically due to the inability for rider and boat operator to effectively communicate 
and instability of product while airborne; therefore, should be removed from the market. 
The consumer contacted the manufacturer shortly after the incident and informed a 
representative of what occurred, specifically that three individuals were injured to 
varying degrees while riding the product. The manufacturer's representative reiterated to 
the consumer the safety information that accompanies the product (e.g., waming labels) 
and offered to exchange the product for a regular, non-aerial inner tube. The consumer 
has since repackaged the product, tow rope, and insfructional video and retumed them to 
the manufacturer. Neither the victim, nor the consumer reported any damage to the 
product after the incident. The consumer has had no fiirther communication with the 
manufacturer. The victim made no attempt to contact the manufacturer. 

Internet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit #9), 
which stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit #9). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA warnings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits #6-7). No attempt was made to 
contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
resfriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit #8 for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on numerous 
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060614HCC3606 

occasions, that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
only between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit #1. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube'''**, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00 with exemplar units located in retailers also 
listed as $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent 
sfriping and a sectional red border with various product labeling and identification, which 
includes various skull graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and 
panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe 
product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A 
handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight 
different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The 
product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 
45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for 
attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased through Wal-Mart's website: (www.walmart.com). 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit #1, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains warnings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit #10), the exemplar packaging does 
not reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads 
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that "Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel 
slotting system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar 
packaging or website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit #1, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit #1, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instructional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected, and no incident product photographs 
could be obtained. 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 45-year-old father ofthe 20 and 21-year old victims has been boating for over 30 
years. Over the last ten years the father has taken his sons water skiing and tubing on the 
Missouri River which is on the Nebraska/Iowa border. The father and mother own a 
cabin on the river where they vacation on weekends in the summer. The father described 
his sons as sports and water enthusiasts but not high risk takers. 

In January, 2006, the father began looking in boating catalogues at the new tubing 
products being offered. He saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet in 
diameter. The father stated that until now his sons had ridden on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. The picture showed the kite tube in the air about five to ten feet off the water 
while it was being towed by the boat. The father related that he thought the kite tube 
looked like fim and went on the Intemet to check out the prices. 

On April 4, 2006, the father went to an area marine center that sold boats and accessories. 
At the center he saw the kite tube on display and inquired about the product. The marine 
center sales staff related that they had sold 50 of them at a recent boat show and had a 
video ofthe kite tube showing how it performed being pulled behind a boat. The father 
viewed the video at the center and related that the kite tube appeared to be very stable in 
the air while being pulled by the boat. Based on this video, the father ordered one of the 
kite tubes for his sons to use in the upcoming summer. The kite tube arrived a:t the end of 
April, 2006 and the father picked it up on May 1, 2006. The regular cost ofthe kite tube 
was listed at $499 but the marine center sold it to the father at the boat show reduced 
price of $400. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

CIwUHtSPO"^* 

Accompanying the kite tube was a 60 foot tow rope, video on how to use the tube and 
some product literature. The father stated that he and his sons viewed the video and read 
the product literature prior to using the kite tube. He added that he did not read the 
wamings printed on the kite tube as he believed they were the same as those mentioned in 
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the video and printed in the literature. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of the video, 
owner's manual and product literature. 

On May 21, 2006, the father stated that he took his family to their cabin on the river and 
decided to use the kite tube for the first time. He recalls that it was a nice day with little 
or no wind. The father blew up the tube with the 12 volt pump that they had used with 
their other tubes and then attached one end ofthe new tow rope to his 1990 17 foot Well 
Craft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat with a 165 hp MerCmiser motor and the 
other end to the kite tube as instmcted in the product literature. He added that the tow 
rope was 60 feet in length but could be shortened by ten foot increments. On this day, the 
father adjusted the length ofthe tow rope to 40 feet. 

Both of his sons got into the kite tube separately with life jackets on, stood in the foot 
pockets and grabbed the handles on the kite tube. Neither son had any prior experience 
with this size of tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. 
The father was driving the boat and the mother was riding in the boat. As they took off, 
the son would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe 
kite tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the 
kite tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. 
The father related that he tried various speeds up to 40 mph but each time the tube would 
start to lift off the water, it would buckle in the middle. He added that the tube was also 
bending as it moved side to side in the water. 

A few days after this experience, the father went back to the marine center and reported 
thetrouble they were having gettingthekite tube off of the water. The marine staff 
advised that the kite tube was under inflated and showed the father a tube that was 
inflated to a solid state. The marine staff recommended using a larger pump and showed 
the father one with 1 lOV, 3 psi for $70 which he purchased. 

The next weekend, May 28*, the father took his wife and 20-year-old son out to the 
cabin. He blew up the kite tube with the new pump to a solid state. The father attached 
the tow rope to the boat at a 40 foot length and then later extended the rope length to 60 
feet. He added that his son got into the kite tube, stood in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the tube. The father was driving the boat and the mother was video taping 
her son on the tube. The father stated that as the driver, he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As his son pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When it was about five to ten feet off the water, the father would try to maintain the 
speed ofthe boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the father would increase 
the speed. He added that he was always adjusting the speed and it was a constant 
learning experience. The father related that while the tube was in the air, he was tmable 
to see his son on the tube. He added that the tube has a plastic window that in theory 
allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. However, the plastic window is cloudy 
and the angle ofthe tube in the air does not allow either party to see each other. 
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The father noted that the breeze dramatically affected the height ofthe kite tube off of the 
water. A small gust of wind would easily lift the tube higher in the air as well as send it 
diving to the water. The father also noted that the cold water would cause the tube to 
deflate and they would have to go back to shore sporadically to add air to the tube. On 
this weekend, the mother video taped several of her 20-year-old son's rides on the tube 
which show the kite tube in the air as well as crashing down into the water and throwing 
her son off No injuries occurred this weekend. Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis 
video. The first fotir chapters of the tape are footage from May 28*. 

On June 3, 2006, the father again went out to their cabin with his wife and sons. He 
inflated the kite tube to maximiun and attached the tow rope at the 60 foot length. On 
this day there was a slight breeze and the first to ride on the tube was his 20-year-old son. 
His 21-year-old son rode on a skee-doo along side the boat. Also present in the boat was 
the mother who was video taping. The father stated that during this ride, they were able 
to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without incident. The ride lasted 
about 10-15 minutes as it was hard for the rider to hold onto the handles ofthe kite tube 
much longer and the tube needed to be somewhat re-inflated from the cold water. 
Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis video. Chapters 5-7 are ofthe 20-year-old son 
earlier in the day and not ofthe injury incident. 

After this first ride and at about 1:00 PM, the 21-year-old son got on the kite tube with a 
hfe jacket and the 20-year-old rode the skee-doo along side. The father related that 
during this ride they hit speeds of up to 30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of 
the water on several occasions without incident. After about five minutes of riding, the 
kite tube was up in the air when it tipped to the side and came down hard into the water 
knocking off his son. Attached as Exhibit "C" in chapter 8 ofthe home video is footage 
ofthis injury incident. 

From the 21-year-old who is 5'9" and 170# perspective, he stated that he got on the kite 
tube in the middle ofthe river and put his feet in the middle pockets and his hands on the 
middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift the front of 
the tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. 

As they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for about 
five minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back 
down and touch the water. He added that at times he would reach 30 feet in the air before 
the tube would come back down. On the fiinal lift off, the tube made a 'swoop' in the air 
at 25 feet and then came down hard on its side to the water. When the tube hit the water 
the son was knocked off The son stated that he was a mnning back in high school 
football and never received a hit as hard as the one when he hit the water. He added that 
the wind was knocked out of him and he was coughing up blood. At this point, the 21-
year-old son decided he was finished for the day, rode the skee-doo back to the cabin and 
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drove back home. The son related he continued to cough up blood for several hours 
before it stopped that evening. He added that his whole body hurt from the impact. 

The 21-year-old son reported that there is a window on the kite tube which is there to 
allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The son related that he thought he would have more control as he had on the 
five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the ak, everything happens within a 
matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no control. 

Later in the day, the 20-year-old son decided to go for another ride on the kite tube. The 
father drove the boat as he had in prior rides, speeding up to get the kite tube off the 
water and slowing down a little when it went too high. The son's girl friend was in the 
boat as well as the mother. The father related that during this ride they hit speeds of up to 
30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without 
incident. After a few minutes of riding, the kite tube was up in the air about five feet and 
then suddenly went up to 25 feet. It swooped, tipped upside down and came down hard 
into the water knocking off his son. There is no video tape ofthis incident. 

After the tube hit the water, the father saw his son floating face down and imconscious in 
the water. He immediately drove the boat over close to his son, jumped into the water 
and picked up his son. As they were lifting him into the boat, his son started to come 
around. At this point, .they towed the kite tube back to shore and discontinued use. The 
father reported that there was no evident damage to the kite tube from the incidents. 

From the 20-year-old who is 5' 11" and 160# perspective, this was his third ride ofthe 
day and he was having fim on the kite tube. He put his feet in the middle pockets and his 
hands on the middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift 
the front ofthe tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. As 
they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for a few 
minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back down 
and touch the water. He added that on one lift off he was about five feet in the air when 
suddenly the tube went up several more feet, made a circle in the air and then came down 
hard to the water upside down. The son hit his back and head on the water and was 
knocked unconscious. The son recalls getting into the boat and not too much more about 
the incident. 

The 20-year-old reiterated what his brother had said about the kite tube having a window 
to allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The 20-year-old also related that he thought he would have more control as 
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he had on th.e five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything 
happens within a matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no 
control. 

The father stated that they stayed at the cabin into the evening. He added that they 
checked on their 20-year-old son often as they noticed that he was staring a lot. When 
they asked him how he was doing, he continued to repeat himself with the same answer 
that his ear was plugged. After talking with the victim's girlfriend who was a niu-sing 
student and contacting fiiends, the father and mother decided to take their son to the 
emergency room of a nearby hospital to be checked out. 

Injuries 

On June 3̂ ^ at 11:00 PM, the son arrived at the emergency room. The staff asked him 
questions about his age, what day it was, where he lived and the 20-year-old did not give 
the right answers to the questions. The victim then had a CAT scan which came back 
showing no bleeding or swelling. The hospital diagnosed a second degree concussion, 
prescribed ibuprofen and recommended the victim see his regular doctor on June 5*. 
They fiirther noted that the victim's memory should start coming back in the next few 
days. 

On June 4*, the mother talked with her 21-year-old son who said that he had found a 
bump on his side and still hurt all over. The mother mentioned that they were taking his 
brother to the doctor the next day and the 21-year-old decided to come along. 

On June 5*, they went to their family doctor and the memory ofthe 20-year-old son was 
checked and appeared to be getting better but he still did not remember the details ofthe 
incident. The 21-year-old had a chest x-ray that showed some cartilage between his ribs 
was out of place and swollen. The doctor stated that nothing was broken and the swelling 
should go down in the next few days. 

fh 

During the evening of Jime 5 , the 20-year-old noticed blood in his urine. The mother 
called the doctor and he said to bring the son in the next day. On June 6* the 20-year-old 
son went to the doctor and after running some tests, diagnosed that he had kidney stones. 
The doctor referred the son to an urologist for examination. 

On June 7*, the son went to the urologist, an x-ray was taken and he went home. That 
evening, the 20-year-old son started to complain side and back pain. The father and 
mother took him to the emergency room for evaluation. When they got to the emergency 
room, the pain was starting to subside. The doctor speculated that the kidney stone was 
starting to move which was causing the pain. He gave the son some pain medication and 
sent him home. The doctor related that the kidney stone was probably present prior to the 
kite tube incident but was jarred loose from the impact when the son hit the water. 
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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS: 

This investigation was assigned based on a news article and was requested to be 
completed on shortened time. The investigative report was obtained from the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department. On Jtme 19, 2006, the Justice ofthe Peace who declared 
the victim deceased was contacted for investigative and autopsy reports. On June 21, 
2006, this investigator interviewed the game warden who prepared the accident report. 
On Jime 23, 2006, this investigator spoke with one of the witnesses (identified as the 
observer on the boat). On June 23, 2006, this investigator made several attempts to 
contact the boat operator and the victim's wife. On Jime 26, 2006, the attomey for the 
victim's wife retumed the telephone call and provided an interview via telephone. The 
boat operator never retumed this investigator's calls. On June 27, 2006, the responsible 
party with the United States Coast Guard was interviewed. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

The 3 3-year-old victim and his 31-year-old wife live in Orange, Texas which is 
approximately two hours east of Houston, Texas. According to the accident investigation 
report, the victim and his wife recently purchased the kite tube and the boat that was 
pulling the water kite tube. The report also indicates that the operator ofthe boat on the 
day of the incident indicated that the victim had only used the kite tube on one other 
occasion, the day before the incident. 

On Sunday, April 30, 2006, the victim, his wife, and three friends were boating in Sabine 
Lake near the Neches River. According to the accident investigation report, the victim 
and his party were near Stewts Island. The report indicates that the victim owned a 1998 
fiberglass motorboat with a 260 horsepower engine. The boat operator was the victim's 
friend. Another friend of the victim, his girlfriend, and the victim's wife were sitting in 
the boat observing the victim on the kite tube. 

Waterway 

Stewts Island 

ts 
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DIAGRAM #1: This diagram shows the boat and who was where in the boat at the time of the 
incident. #1 is the victim on tlie kite tube. #2 is the driver of the boat, #3 is the observer on the 
boat, #4 is the victim's wife, and #5 was a passenger/witness on the boat. 

The operator of the boat told the game warden investigating the matter, that at 
approximately 3:25 p.m. on April 30, 2006, they were boating in Sabine Lake. The 
operator told the warden that they launched the boat at approximately 1:30 in the 
aftemoon. The operator told the warden that at approximately 3:15 p.m., he was driving 
the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The operator stated that he made one pass 
westbound in front of Stewts Island on the north end of Sabine Lake and tumed around in 
the Neches River and headed eastbound to make another pass in front of the island. 
According to the operator, he was in the deep part of the channel on the north side of 
Stewts Island fraveling near fiill throttle while pulling the victim. The operator estimated 
that he was going approximately 32 miles per hour (mph) and estimated that the throttle 
was at 90% of its fiill capacity. 

According to the accident investigation report, the operator told the warden that he had 
reached the eastern most end of Stewts Island and he glanced back and saw that the 
victim was airbome on the kite tube and he tumed back around to concentrate on driving 
the watercraft. Seconds later, the operator was informed by the second male fiiend 
(observer) on the boat that the victim had fallen off the tube and to ttim around. When 
they tumed the boat around, the victim was floating face down in the water. 

The report indicates that another boat driven by the brother of the male observer on the 
victim's boat, witnessed the accident and stopped to render aid. The second boat was 
able to reach the victim first and pulled him into their boat. The people on the second 
boat did not observe any vital signs and began administering CPR. The boat then called 
9-1-1 for medical assistance and sped off to Rainbow Marina to meet emergency service 
persoxmel. 

The operator ofthe boat talked with personnel from the United States Coast Guard at the 
marina and proceeded to ride along with the victim and his wife to the hospital. The 
victim was pronounced dead by the local Justice ofthe Peace at St. Mary's Hospital. 

The report fiirther stated that the game wardens were patrolling Cow Bayou at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. when the victim's boat went speeding by with one white male 
and one white female in the boat. The game wardens pursued the boat at a top speed of 
48 mph until they reached the boat ramp at Highway 87 ui Bridge City, Texas. 

At the boat ramp, the game wardens made contact with the male who was driving the 
boat back, but was actually the observer in the boat at the time ofthe incident. When the 
wardens made contact with the male, he was extremely excited and stated that there was 
an emergency and he had to leave for the hospital. The male told the wardens about the 
accident and who was operating the boat at the time of the incident. The male then left 
the boat running in the water and walked up the dock. The wardens thought he was 
retrieving a trailer to remove the boat from the water. The male never returned, so the 
wardens tumed off the boat and left a business card for them to contact their office. 
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The game wardens contacted the Orange County Sheriffs Office, the Port Arthur Police 
Department, and the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office to inquire as to whether they were 
investigating the incident. All agencies responded in the negative. The dispatcher at the 
Orange Cotmty Sheriffs Office contacted the game warden and advised him to contact a 
Lieutenant at the United States Coast Guard (USCG) for more information. 

"When the game warden contacted the lieutenant at the USCG, he was informed that a 
USCG patrol boat met the victim's boat at the Rainbow Marina in Port Arthur where the 
victim had been taken to meet up with an ambulance. The patrol boat operators spoke 
with the witnesses and identified the operator ofthe boat. The patrol boat operators noted 
that there was alcohol in the boat, but that the operator ofthe victim's boat did not appear 
intoxicated. Because no law enforcement officers were on scene to administer a blood 
alcohol level, none was ever obtained. 

On May 5, 2006, the day after the victim's fimeral, the game warden contacted the 
operator of the boat for an interview. The operator gave an interview and signed a 
written statement. According to the interview, the operator stated that he had not drunk 
any alcohol on the day ofthe incident. The operator also stated that the boat belonged to 
the victim and he was operating the watercraft so the victim could ride the kite tube. The 
operator told the game warden that the kite tube was designed to lift off the water and 
become airbome. He verified to the warden that he glanced back and saw the victim 
airbome and then tumed his attention back to driving the boat. The operator told the 
warden that the male observer in the boat then informed him that the victim fell and when 
the boat got near the victim, he was face down in the water. The operator stated that 
there was no contact with any other object with the victim except for the water. 

On May 5, 2006, the game warden interviewed the male fiiend in the boat that was acting 
as the observer. This witness told the warden that the victim was riding a kite tube that was 
designed to catch air when certain speeds were reached. The observer told the warden 
that the victim had the kite tube approximately 15 to 20 feet in the air when the tube 
began a hard nose dive to the left. The observer stated that when the victim fell into the 
water he did not have contact with the tube. The observer told the warden that the victim 
skidded two times on the surface of the water before coming to a stop. The observer 
noticed that the victim was face down and appeared to be unconscious. According to his 
statement to the warden, the victim started waving down a nearby boat which was 
operated by his brother 

The game warden noted that the weather on the day of the incident was clear and the air 
temperature was 85 degrees Fahrenheit and the water temperature was 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The warden also noted that the winds were light between 0 and 6 mph and 
the water was choppy. The water depth at the location of the accident was estimated to 
be 40 foot. 

The accident investigation report indicates that the victim was wearing a personal 
flotation device at the time of the incident. The warden observed that there were Coast 
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Guard approved flotation devices in the boat that were accessible, but that the passengers 
in the boat were not wearing therh. The flotation device used by the victim was classified 
as a Coast Guard approved type III device. The remaining flotation devices in the boat 
were also type III devices. 

The warden noted in the accident investigation report that the operator ofthe boat did not 
consume any alcohol or dmgs the day of the incident. The victim was reported to have 
consumed three beers in a two hour period prior to the accident and no dmgs. 

The warden concluded his report to say that the cause was accidental in nature due to the 
inexperience of both the boat operator and the victim. Although the boat operator 
reported that he had over 100 hours of boating experience, this particular boat was new. 
The operator told the warden that the kite tube was brand new and they had only used it 
on one prior occasion which was the day before the accident. 

The warden noted in the report because ofthe design ofthe kite tube, the person riding it 
confrols the height ofthe tube by leaning forward or backward. The operator ofthe boat 
only confrols the speed ofthe boat and thus the kite tube on the water. The warden noted 
that both parties were inexperienced with the kite tube and were unaware of its inherent 
dangers. 

The game warden stated in his report that this particular piece of equipment is new to the 
market and therefore he is unsure exactly what a safe speed would be to operate it at. He 
understood from witnesses that a safe speed was approximately 25 mph and the boat 
operator was going approximately 32 mph; therefore, he did not think the boat operator 
was acting recklessly or with criminal negligence. 

According to the game warden, he looked at the waming stickers on the kite tube and 
there was a waming sticker indicating that the tube could reach a height of 20 feet in half 
ofa second. 

The game warden noted in the accident investigation report that the autopsy on the victim 
was completed and that "the cause of death was a transection of the aorta, a deceleration 
injury caused from the impact of his body with the surface of the water. There was no 
water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not drown, nor was his neck 
broken as early reports suggested." 

On June 21, 2006, this investigator spoke with the game warden that investigated the 
matter. The warden stated that he did not directly witness the matter, but collected 
information for the investigation afterwards. The warden further stated that he viewed 
the kite tube and tow rope at the business of the deceased. When asked, the warden 
stated that he did not obtain any information on the tow rope, nor measurements. He 
stated that it appeared to be a standard ski rope. 

The warden stated that when he called the witnesses, they were hesitant to talk with him 
because an attomey was already involved on behalf of the family. The warden stated 
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after the boat operator contacted the attomey and he spoke with the attomey, the operator 
would then talk with him regarding the investigation. The boat operator told the warden 
that the manufacturer contacted the victim's wife approximately two days after the 
incident. 

The warden told this investigator that the boat operator and the deceased victun were 
business partners and that the boat and kite tube were at the business when he inspected 
them. The game warden stated that the kite tube was deflated when he looked at it and 
that there were numerous waming stickers all over the product. He said that one of the 
waming labels stated that the tube could obtain 20 feet in less than half a second. 

The game warden told this investigator that the witnesses in this matter might not be 
willing to talk as the family has retained an attomey. The warden was finally able to talk 
with two of the witnesses, but did not contact the victim's wife as she was exfremely 
distraught after the incident. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator was able to contact the "observer" on the boat and 
spoke to him regarding the incident. This person stated that the victim purchased the kite 
tube over the intemet only a couple of days before they used it. He stated that the victun 
had the product sent ovemight and received it either Friday or Saturday before the 
incident. 

The observer stated that on the first day (Saturday, April 29) everyone used the kite 
tube, but that nobody was getting any "air" and that he found it very difficult to use. He 
stated that the victim even found it difficult to use and told the others he was going to 
watch the video that night before trying the kite tube the next day. The observer stated 
that the kite tube kept folding over and that it was wobbly. He stated that when inflated, 
it was over 10 foot in diameter. 

Prior to using the kite tube the following day, the victim told the others that it was all 
about technique and that by watching the video he realized that it was more than just 
hanging on. 

The observer told this investigator that the next day, the victim was the only person to use 
the kite tube and he was attempting the second pass when the accident occurred. The 
observer stated that the victim had the kite tube in the air and that it suddenly veered to 
the victim's left (the observer's right) and that the kite tube tumed upside down right 
before it hit the water. He stated that the victim let go ofthe kite tube immediately before 
it hit the water and was face down when the boat got back to him. 

When this investigator asked about the boat that was being used, the observer stated that 
the victim owned it less than a month. He fiirther stated that the victim sold his old boat 
the Friday before Easter to the observer's brother. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the observer stated he believed it was 
about 60 foot long and that it was the rope that came with the kite tube. He stated that 
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INTERNATIONAL WEGO SALES BILLED THROUGH &/22/06 

Australia 
China 
Egypt 
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YR MO DAY 
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9011 
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YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 38 year old man was killed when the inflatable kite tube he was riding on hit another boat. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 
8. City 
GORMAN 

9. State 

CA 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
SPORTSSTUFF/WEGO KITE TUBE 

10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 
11213 E. Circle #A 
Omaha, NE 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

UNKNOWN 
11 A. Second Product 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 

NONE 

1ie. Model Number 

UNKNOWN 

12. Age of Victim 
38 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62- 101 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

75 head 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

20. Attacliment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
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07/06/2006 
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Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
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28. Source Document Number 
N0670003A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This investigation was initiated by a news clip involving the drowning 
death of a man riding on an inner tube being pulled behind a boat at 
Pyramid Lake, California. All information In this report was obtained 
from the Sheriff's Dept. This Incident involved a fatality. (Source 
Document N0670003A). 

On 6/22/06 I met with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. at 
Pyramid Lake, Gorman, California. Pyramid Lake is located in a 
remote area, next to Interstate 5 (take Smokey Bear exit), between 
the town of Gorman and Valencia, in Los Angeles County, CA. It offers 
boating, fishing, and picnicking. 

The victim was 38 year old man, of unknown medical or physical 
conditions. Per the sheriff's report, the victim's wife stated that this 
was the first time her husband had been on the kite tube. They had 
been on the boat since 11:00 that morning. The victim's wife stated 
that the victim had not been drinking. It is also unknown if the victim 
had any other experience with inner tubes or rafts or if he had any 
medical conditions. It is unknown how long the victim had been towed 
behind the boat before the accident. It is unknown if the victim was 
wearing any life of life jacket or vest. 

The driver of the boat pulling the kite raft stated that this was his first 
time pulling this type of tube. He stated to the sheriff that he had 
about 20 years of boating experience. 

The driver of the boat that had been towing the victim and all 
witnesses to the accident would not speak to this investigator due to 
the pending criminal charges being filed against the boat driver. 

On 5/29/06, at approximately 11:40 am, the victim was being pulled 
behind a boat as he rode on top of an inflatable kite raft. The weather 
was clear,,the water calm, wind was at 7-14 mph, visibility good and 
the air temperature was 70 degrees and the water temperature was 
67 degrees. The boat and kite raft were in one ofthe numerous finger 
type coves at the lake called Brazos Cove. This cove runs North/South 
and Is approximately 350 yards wide for most of the cove. The victim 
was heading northbound being towed behind a 20 foot open bow 
motor boat. The victim was laying flat on the raft, holding onto the 
two handles attached to the top of the raft. 
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The driver of the boat stated he was going about 20 MPH and was 
watching the victim riding on the kite raft. The kite raft was bouncing 
3-4 feet Into the air and was going side to side over his trailing wake. 
The driver stated that he was looking back and to the front and was 
not maintaining a constant watch forward. The length ofthe tow rope 
was 63 feet in length. 

It was at this time when another motor boat was heading southbound 
towards the victim. The driver of the victim's boat stated the next 
thing he saw off to this port (left side) was the other boat heading 
southbound. He stated that he was so close that he had to alter his 
course or collide with the other boat. The driver made a right turn and 
looked back at the victim who came across his trailing wake, bouncing 
into the air and then strike the bow of the other boat. The driver of 
the second boat realized the closing distance the victim and his boat 
were making on them and he felt his best course was to go into 
neutral and hope the victim on the tube would miss his boat. 

The driver pulling the victim then stated the next thing he saw was the 
tube explode and come over the bow area of the other boat. The 
victim was in the water, unknown injuries, and someone was helping 
him. The driver ofthe boat placed the victim in his boat and took him 
to the main boat launch ramp for help. 

The victim was air lifted to a trauma hospital in Mission Hills, 
California. He was treated by the emergency room doctor and was 
pronounced dead at 1240 hours. 

The deputy stated witnesses told him that the raft was skimming 
across the water, bouncing 3 to 4 feet high, and that it was not up in 
the air. 

The operator of the boat pulling the victim was subsequently arrested and 
is being charged for 191.5 Penal Code Manslaughter and 665 (e) 
operation of a vessel while under the influence of alcohol causing 
death to another. 
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SAMPLE COLLECTION: 

None 

PRODUCT EXAMINATION: 

None. Product was not available. The inflatable kite raft is being held 
in the evidence locker at the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, 
23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, Valencia, CA. 

PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION # 1 : 
(This Information was obtained from the photograph the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Dept. took of the incident raft right after the accident. 

Obtained from the Manufacturer website: www.sportsstuff.com 

Product Type: Kite tube 
Brand: Wego Kite Tube 
Model Number: 53-5000 
Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Inc. 
Retailer: Unknown 
Suggested Retail Price: $599.95 (Manufacturer website) 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer 
configuration 

• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder Insertion and 

adjustment 
• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting 

cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum 

connector 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

f̂ 
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Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and 
neoprene padding 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside 
top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Incorporated 
11213 E. Circle #A, Omaha, NE 68137 
Telephone: (402)592-9085 
Fax: (402) 592-1354 
Website: www.sportsstuff.com 

PRODUCT STANDARDS: 

Unknown standards. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION #2: 

Product Type: 
Brand: 
Model Number: 
Manufacturer: 
Retailer: 

Tow rope 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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CONTA(rrS: PURPOSE & RESULTS 

Sheriff's Dept.: Obtained incident scenario information 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit # 1 Respondent Identifiers 
Exhibit #2 Photograph 
Exhibit #3 Sheriff's Department Vessel Accident Report 
Exhibit #4 Manufacturer Website 
Exhibit #5 Product Manual 
Exhibit #6 Product Towable Owner's Manual 
Exhibit #7 Manufacturer Website Registration Domain 
Exhibit #8 Missing Document Form 
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RESPONDENT IDENTIFIERS: 

Victim: 
FormanyT^a? 
Santa Fe 
Telephone 

Driver # 1 : 
Towing victim >, Lawndale, CA 90260 

Telephone 

Drive #2 : 
Boat Victim hit nch, Cucamonga, CA 91730 

Telephone: 

Police Report: Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. 
23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, Valencia, CA 91355 

Lake Property: Pyramid Lake (Los Angeles County) California 
Deputy: Hardy 
Telephone: 661-255-1121 
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1. Task Number 
060628CWE5430 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 26 

2. Investigator's ID 
9068 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 28 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 0 29808 00518 5 

A 42-year-old male died when the kite tube he was riding on lifted up to 4 feet and then suddenly crashed into the 
water. The victim hit the water and was knocked unconscious. He regained consciousness but then went into 
cardiac arrest at the hospital. The victim was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a lacerated spleen, a bruised 
liver and a hematoma. An autopsy was performed and the cause of death was listed as exsanguination, severed 
hepatic artery and blunt force trauma. 

7. Location (KHome, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 
ST GERMAIN 

9. State 
Wl 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

10e. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle Street, #A 
Omaha, NE 

11A. Second Product 
0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 
NONE 

l i e . Model Number 
NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
42 

13. Sex 

1 - Male. 

14. Disposition 

8 - Death 

15. injury Diagnosis 
66 - Hemorrhage 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPERTRUNK 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(OperationcU / Travel) 

1 2 / 2 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 

05-Newspaper.. 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes (§) No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 

07/10/2006 

25. Reviewed By 

8929 

26. Regional Office Director 

Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660583A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 fr 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 42-year-old victim had been water skiing, tubing and boating for over 10 years. He 
was a water enthusiast and interested in the latest water recreational products on the 
market but was not a high risk taker. 

In January, 2006, the victim and his 44-year-old male friend went with their wives to an 
area boat show. At the show, they saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet 
in diameter. The friend stated that until now they had been on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. They viewed a video tape ofthe kite tube which showed it in the air about five 
to ten feet off the water while it was being towed by the boat. They talked with the sales 
representative who stated that you only have to go 26 mph to get the kite tube to lift off 
the water. The victim thought the kite tube looked like fun and easy to do. Based on the 
video, the victim decided to order one to use in the upcoming summer. He purchased it 
for about $460 at the boat show discount and it was shipped to him by the end of May, 
2006. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

On June 23, 2006, the victim went on vacation with the same friend who had been at the 
boat show with him as well as another friend who was 45-years-oId along with all of their 
families. They stayed at a resort on a lake so that they could fish, ski and go tubing. The 
victim brought the kite tube along with him as well as the new 60 foot tow rope which 
came with it. The victim told his friends that he viewed the kite tube video and read the 
product literature prior to leaving home. His friends asked if the victim had brought the 
video along as they wanted to see it, but the victim had left all ofthe product literature at 
home. 

On June 24*, the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube out for the fu-st 
time. As the two friends were blowing up the kite tube with a compressor, they read the 
wamings printed on the tube. They attached the tow rope to the back ofthe boat and 
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towed the kite tube behind the victim's boat. The victim and his two friends rode the kite 
tube separately wearing life jackets. They stood or knelt in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the kite tube. None of them had any prior experience with this size of 
tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. While one was 
tubing the other two were in the boat driving and spotting. As they took off, the rider 
would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe kite 
tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the kite 
tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. The 
victim and his two male friends each fried once riding on the kite tube but could not get 
the tube to lift off of the water at a speed of 25 mph as recommended. The front ofthe 
kite tube would rise off of the water but the back end would drag on top ofthe water. 
There were no falls on this day. 

Both ofthe victim's friends remarked that it was very difficult to hold onto the handles 
for very long as your arms and legs would tire easily. They also noted that they had no 
confrol ofthe kite tube. The front end ofthe tube would rise up as the boat accelerated 
and would come down when the boat slowed down. They stated that they were just 
holding on and were at the mercy ofthe wind and the driver. 

On the following day, they were talking about the kite tube and thought perhaps they 
needed a bigger boat and motor to get the kite tube to lift off the water as they were larger 
guys. The 42-year-old victim was 6'1" and 225#, the 44-year-old friend was 6'1" and 
205# and the 45-year-old friend was 5'8" and 150#. 

On June 26* at about 8:00 PM, the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube 
out again using his 44-year-old friend's boat which was a 1991 VIP Model SK8 with an 
Evinmde 150hp motor. The friend who was the owner ofthe boat attached the tow rope 
at the 60 foot length and drove the boat. The 45-year-old friend was the spotter and the 
victim was the rider. As they started out in front of their cabin, the friends noted that the 
lake was like glass and there was no breeze. 

Traveling from the cabin to the end ofthe lake took less than a minute. During this time, 
they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water about two to three feet for about 
five seconds going at a speed of 30-35 mph. Any less speed and the tube would not lift 
off the water. The friend who was driving stated that he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As the rider pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When the tube was three feet off the water, the driver would try to maintain the speed of 
the boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the driver would increase the 
speed. Both the driver and spotter related that while the tube was in the air, they were 
unable to see the victim on the tube. They noted that the tube has a plastic window that 
in theory allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. When the tube is deflated, you 
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can see through the window. But, when the tube is inflated the plastic window 
accumulates condensation, is cloudy and does not allow either party to see each other. 
Therefore, there was no way to communicate between the driver and rider. 

When they reached the end ofthe lake, the driver slowed the boat down to tum around to 
come back. At this time, the driver asked the victim how the speed was on the first frip 
and the victim responded that the speed was perfect and to drive exactly the same on the 
way back. As they started out, the kite tube performed the same at about 30-35 mph. It 
lifted off of the water up to three feet and then would come back down. When they were 
about halfway back, the kite tube lifted off of the water to four feet, swayed to the right, 
then to the left, then shook, then went back to the right and then came down and hit the 
water. Frorn lift off to touch down took less than five seconds. When the kite tube hit the 
water, the victim was thrown into the water head first. At this point, the spotter told the 
driver, that the victim had fallen off When the driver tumed around to look, he saw the 
kite tube about 20 feet in the air. The driver tumed the boat around and started back to 
the rider. When the boat was within 20 feet ofthe victim, the driver and spotter noticed 
that the victim was not moving. When they came within 10 feet ofthe victim, they 
observed the victim face down in the water. 

The spotter grabbed the life vest ofthe victim and lifted his face out ofthe water. They 
found that the victim was breathing and his lip was bleeding but he was unconscious. 
The driver started to lightly slap the victim's face to get him to come around but the 
victim did not respond. At this point, they yelled to shore to send a boat out to help. 

An emergency medical technician (EMT) happened to be staying at the same resort and 
on shore at the time ofthe incident. He got into his boat and brought additional people 
along to help with the victim. At this same time, someone on shore called "911" for 
assistance. When the EMT arrived at the scene, it took six men to pull the victim out of 
the water and into the boat. By this time, the victim was coming around and could move 
his legs and talked. The victim knew his name and his birthday but did not know what 
had happened. When they came back to shore with the victim, an ambulance arrived 
within two to three minutes. The ambulance took the victim to an area hospital and his 
wife rode along with him. The 44-year-old friend and his wife followed the ambulance to 
the hospital. 

The Sheriff Department was also called to the scene by the "911" call. They briefly 
interviewed the parties involved. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of their call sheet and 
press release on the incident. 

When the victim arrived at the hospital, he was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a 
lacerated spleen, a bmised liver and a hematoma near his thorax. There were no visible 
signs ofinjury, as the injuries were alfintemal. As the hospital staff was working on 
draining the fluid from the hematoma, the victim's heart stopped several times. The 
hospital staff restarted the victim's heart on each occasion until it stopped at 1:00 AM on 
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June 27* a;nd they were unable to restart it. The hospital noted the cause of death to be 
cardiac arrest. 

The Vilas County Coroner was called to the hospital and an autopsy was scheduled for 
the following day. The coroner noted the death to be accidental and the cause to be 
exsanguination, severed hepatic artery and blunt force frauma. Attached as Exhibit "C" 
is a copy ofthe coroner's report. 

Following the death ofthe victim, the county sheriff called the area Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) warden to report the incident as the DNR investigates boating 
deaths. The warden went to the resort and briefly interviewed the 45-year-old friend of 
the victim regarding the incident. To date, the Department of Natural Resources does not 
have a releasable report and it is unknown if there will be a formal report by their office. 

This injury incident was brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission by a news reporter. This investigator received this assignment on June 28, 
2006 and contacted the Department of Natural Resources warden to obtain additional 
information on the incident. The warden provided the name ofthe victim as well as the 
driver and spotter. 

On June 30*, this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the victim's friends, 
the 44-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old male spotter. Their comments have been 
incorporated into this report. Both ofthe friends stated that upon retuming home from 
the resort, they inspected the kite tube and did not notice any damages or apparent 
equipment failure. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes undemeath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise sfraight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and tuming in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water, ft has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactured in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 

/62. 
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The kite tube is advertised on the Internet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The wamings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 
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WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 
towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 
Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 
to observe, and one or more to ride. 
Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware ofthe towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills ofthe rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never ojperate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out ofthe water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type IH (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 
The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
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any kind arising out ofthe use ofthis product. It is the responsibility or the user 
to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during normal use. 
This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the use and weather 
conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a regular 
basis. , 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 
Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
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The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim 
who is also the consumer ofthe product. Additional information was obtained through, 
intemet research, discussions with related officials and official reports. The investigation 
was generated by a report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular 
tube kite. There were two separate, but related incidents involving the same product 
during a four-day period, though only one incident resuhed in medical freatment. 

The victim is a 34 year-old male who stands six feet tall and weighs approximately 
1851bs. The victim has extensive boating and water recreational experience. The victim 
has owned a boat since 1998 and has participated in water skiing, jet skiing, and 
wakeboarding for at least 15 years. The victim has one previous incident wherein he 
sustained an injury while participating in a water recreational activity. In 2003, the victim 
was wakeboarding and fell into the water, breaking two ribs. The victim attributed the 
incident to his attempt to attain a higher elevation while wakeboarding. Though the 
victim's wife (hereafter, "wife") was the boat operator during this incident, and only had 
a limited amount of experience towing the victim (less than one year), the victim reported 
that he was solely responsible for failing to control the wakeboard. The victim stated that 
he fiilly recovered from the incident and his injuries and continued participating in water 
recreational activities. 

Shortly after watching the instmction video (demo) on the manufacturer's website, the 
victim purchased the product through an online distributor/retailer approximately 2-3 
weeks prior to the incident. The victim had no prior experience with the product before 
embarking on the four-day frip. No other participant was known to have any experience 
with the prodiict. The product remained in the original packaging until the beginning of 
the frip (i.e., four days prior to the incident). The victim, his wife, female friend, and 
brother and sister-in-law all watched the instmctional video (DVD) that accompanied the 
product prior to its use. The victim reported that he did not thoroughly read the owner's 
manual that accompanied the product prior to using the product, but only "scanned" it, 
and relied heavily on the instmctional video for instruction and guidance. 

The participants on the four-day frip included the victim, his 27 year-old wife, his mother 
and father-in-law (both reportedly in their late 40's), his 25 year-old brother-in-law, his 
24 year-old sister-in-law, and a 21 year-old female friend. The boat used for towing the 
product durmg riding was a 1998, 27-foot, 300 horsepower inboard/outboard motorboat. 
The victim reported that he has had no recent mechanical problems with the boat. The 
first use ofthe product occurred three days prior to the victim's incident. The three-
segmented tow rope, which was part ofthe product, was attached to the product and boat 
by the victim, and the tow rope remained at its greatest length of 65 feet during the entire 
four-day frip. The victim incurred no difficulty in tethering the tow rope to either the boat 
or the product. The victim reported that the tow rope remained tethered to the product 
during the entire frip, and was only periodically detached from the motorboat. The victim 
inflated the product according to the instmctional video's direction (i.e., "until very 
firm"). 

On the first day of product use the weather was pleasant and clear with only a slight 
breeze. Although there were other water vessels in the area, the victim's party never had 
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to alter their direction or course while boating/riding the product. All product riders wore 
bathing suits and a life vest. No participant wore a helmet, though the victim usually 
wears a helmet while water skiing. The victim and the other riders decided that the form 
of communication the rider would use to indicate to the spotter or boat operator to slow 
down or stop the boat, would be to raise his/her hand high. This was decided as the 
participants agreed that the usual visual sign of dragging the hand across one's throat to 
signify slow down or stop may not be visible to the spotter or boat operator. The victim 
also subsequently learned that any communication via the clear plastic window located 
near the front ofthe product was not be possible as the plastic consistently became 
fogged up almost immediately upon riding. 

The victim was the first individual to attempt to ride the product and incurred no 
incidents during his ride. The victim's father-in-law acted as the "spotter" during the 
victim's first ride. The victim's wife was the boat operator during the victim's ride and 
reported no difficulty. On this day, the victim rode the product on two separate occasions. 
However, the victim was unable to attain elevation at any time while riding the product 
and became tired from attempting to "lift" the product's nose out ofthe water (i.e., attain 
"fiighf ).Thus, the victim made no further attempts to ride the product until two days 
later. 

The second individual to ride the product was the victim's 21 year-old female friend 
(hereafter, "friend") who stood at 5'2 and weighed approximately lOOlbs. The victim was 
the boat operator during the friend's ride. It is unknown who acted as the "spotter" while 
the friend was riding the product. The victim stated that the boat never fraveled over 
30mph during his friend's ride. The friend was riding the product for approximately 5-10 
minutes and attained elevation no higher than 10 feet while on the product. During a 10-
20 second period when the product and rider were airbome approximately 5 feet, the 
product began to rotate approximately 45 degrees (i.e., the product remained on its 
current axis and rotated much like a clock). When the victim, who was the current boat 
operator, observed the friend having difficulty confrolling the product, he gradually 
reduced the boat's speed to enable the friend to safely land the product onto the water. 
The victim estimated that the boat was fravelmg approximately 15-20 mph when the 
product made contact with the water. However, when the side ofthe product made 
contact with the water (it is unknown which side), the friend was "ejected" from the 
product and "skipped across the water". The friend sustained no injuries and the product 
was not damaged. The victim cannot recall if the friend rode the product on a subsequent 
occasion during the four-day trip. 

Between when the friend's incident occurred and when the victim experienced his 
incident two days later, the other participants (i.e., wife, sister and brother-in-law) used 
the product without incident. The victim reported that the other participants also 
remarked on the product rotating while elevated above the water, thus making the product 
difficult to confrol, and that brother-in-law also had difficulty in attaining product 
elevation. The victim concluded that the males maintained a heavier weight, which was 
preventing the product from attaining elevation; therefore, on May 20, 2006, at some 
point during the day (two days prior to the victim's incident), the victim decided that the 
product needed more air and inflated the product on a second occasion. The victim did 
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not report how much additional air was placed into the product, or if the product actually 
incurred a reduction in air during the first two days of riding. No other information 
regarding the other participant's riding experiences was obtained, except that no incidents 
were noted and no injuries were sustained. 

The victim's incident occurred on May 22, 2006 at approximately 1:00pm. The report 
from local officials (Exhibit C) lists the weather as "cloudy" and categorized the visibility 
as "fair" while the winds were listed as "strong" (i.e., between 15-25mph) and the water 
condition was termed, "rough", indicating that the waves were between 2 and 6 feet. The 
victim concurred that the wind had increased over the two previous days. The wife was 
the boat operator during the victim's ride and had over three years of experience of 
towing the victim (her husband) during water recreational activities. During the victim's 
ride the boat was moving against (into) the wind. The father-in-law again acted as the 
"spotter" during the victim's ride while the mother-in-law was the "flag person" (i.e., the 
individual who is responsible for raising the flag to alert other boaters to a person adrift in 
the water). 

On the day ofthe incident, the victim rode the product only on one occasion, and for a 
total of 1-2 minutes. The boat was fraveling at approximately 30mph during the victim's 
ride. The victim made several attempts to attain elevation ("lift") by "bunny hopping" 
while in the product (i.e., the victim, while holding onto the handle system, would jump 
slightly while lifting the product's nose out ofthe water). On two attempts the victim was 
able to attain an elevation between 3-10 feet and maintain elevation for 3-5 seconds. On 
each attempt, the victim could only gain elevation through "bunny hopping" the product. 

On the last (third) attempt, the victim was able to attain an elevation of approximately 10 
feet and maintain that height for 5-10 seconds. While at that elevation, a sudden wind 
came from the front and undemeath of the product and lifted the product and victim into 
the air approximately 40 feet. During ascension, the victim became extremely concerned 
and kept his body still. The victim reported that after the sudden wind gust that it took 
only a few seconds before he reached the peak elevation of 40 feet. The victim reported 
that he could not communicate with the "spotter" or boat operator of his concern and 
desire to reduce his height. The victim and product remained 40 feet above the water for 
approximately 5 seconds before the product unexpectedly began to tilt/tip drastically to 
the left approximately 45 degrees. The victim reported that the boat did gradually slow 
down, but cannot recall if the boat slowed down before the product began to tilt or after. 
As the product tilted to its left, it lost all "lift", and the victim and product began to fall 
towards the water. As the product descended towards the water the victim prepared 
himself for a "hard landing" and let go ofthe handle system crossed his arms across his 
chest when the product was approximately 5 feet above the water. The victim was 
cognizant ofthe fact that he was not going to land while in the product, but would land 
directly in the water due to the drastic tilting of the product. 

The victim landed in the water on his left side, and immediately had the "wind knocked 
out of him". The boat immediately tumed around and the brother-in-law assisted the 
victim into the boat as the victim was unable to use his left arm. The victim and others 
returned to the houseboat and the victim fried to lie down and rest, but had difficulty 
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breathing as he left side was causing him significant discomfort. The victim remained on 
the couch for 5-10 minutes, but decided to get up and walk around. Once the victim 
began walking around, he began to cough up a small amount of blood and became 
concerned. His mother-in-law, who is a nurse, suggested he seek medical treatment and 
drove the victim to a nearby local clinic for emergency medical treatment. After receiving 
an evaluation, the medics arranged for the victim to be transported by air ambulance to a 
nearby hospital. The victim received further evaluations, which revealed that he sustained 
one broken rib on his left side. All subsequent testing was negative for any other injuries. 
The victim reports that although he has made significant progress in his recovery, he still 
has soreness in his left side. 

The victim reported that he adamantly believes that the product is unsafe for various 
reasons. The victim reported that all participants that rode the product noted that the 
product rotated while in the air, which made it very difficult to control. The victim also 
stated that communication between the rider and the "spotter" and/or boat operator is 
exfremely difficult, and is exacerbated by the fogging ofthe plastic window that is on the 
bottom ofthe product and is assumed to facilitate communication. The victim's wife 
made numerous phone calls to the manufacturer explaining the incident and the perceived 
hazardous nature ofthe product and requested a fiill refimd. However, the manufacturer 
initially offered to only exchange the product. After a total of at least six phone calls to 
the manufacturer and retailer, the victim was finally granted a refiind in June 2006. 

The manufacturer intimated to the victim that a shipping document will be mailed to him 
regarding the retum ofthe product, but the victim has not yet received the necessary 
shipping paperwork and maintains custody ofthe incident product. The victim reported 
that the product did not sustain any damage during the incident. The victim does not 
intend to ride the product again and has been contacted by an attorney who is 
spearheading a class-action lawsuit against the manufacturer (the attomey currently 
represents the family of an individual who was killed while riding the product). 

Internet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21,2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit I), which 
stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit I). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile sfrength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits F & G). No attempt was made to 
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contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous mcidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials of the recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
resfriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit H for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, after watching the product's insfructional video (DVD) on 
numerous occasions, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
only between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain fiight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit A. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube'̂ **, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
vrww.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $399.00 and $50.00 for shipping. The product is 
largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent sfriping and a sectional red 
border with various product labeling and identification, which includes various skull 
graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and panoramic, see-through 
double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe product. Near the rear ofthe 
product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A handle system is located 
undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight different circular slots that offer 
the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The product is also equipped with a 
three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet. The front of 
the product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for attachment to the tow rope. 
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The product was obtained through an online purchase with "Online Marine" (1-888-933-
2628) (vyww.onlinemarine.com). 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit A, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit A, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit J), the exemplar packaging does not 
reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads that 
"Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit A, photo 7). Although 
two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel slotting 
system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar packaging or 
website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit A, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tiibe, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit A, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected. Photographs ofthe incident product have 
been requested and are pending. 
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Tamye Gillam 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jay Schneider Oayschneider@sportsstuff com] 
Thursday, November 03, 2005 9:59 AM 
everyone 
Testing 11-02-05 

November testing came in only one flavor, cold 
gusty, the water temperature was frigid. If I w 
around 40 degrees at best. The sun was out and 
giving a deceitful sense of comfort on the wate 

The first item tested was the Jumbo Wego. This 
easily. Although the rider was lighter than in 
boat speed was under 20 mph. We only had one r 
a spill and almost went- into shock. We were ac 
the water would be until we saw Chris in a "ele 
completely pale and sporting a ghoulish express 
the boat ASAP. 

The wind speed was very 
ere to guess, I would say 
the air temp was around 70, 

r. 

item took 
tended for this item, the' 
un on this item as Chris took 
tually joking about how cold 
ctric chair" type position, 
ion. We got him back onto 

This item performs just like the smaller version, so I don't see any reason 
why it would not perform the same with a larger rider. I would suggest 
sending to Florida for further testing with a heavier rider. 

Next we tested the Speed Zone 2. This version performed better than the 
last test we did, but would still submarine upon planeing. Again, one run 
and the riders were out. We decided to run the tube without riders, rather 
that waste the test,- and you can see'some of the problem. With weight all 
the way to the back it seems to ride pretty good. Unfortunately most every 
rider will ride with their feet forward, centering their weight. You will 
have to watch the video so see the sinking issues. 

All in all we were able to get two major questions out of the way, does the • 
Wego fly and does the Speed Zone float. Unfortunately this was probably the 
worst conditions that we have had to face, pretty much crippling any. 
extensive testing. 

Here are the links to the video. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/uploads/Testing-Big-Wego.mov.zip 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/uploads/Testing-speedzone.mov.zip 

Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 
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Fri, Jun 23, 2006 10:28 AM 

Subject: FW: Florida Editorial Shoot 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2006 1:57 PM 
From: jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Shawn Sass <Shawn(a)sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Florida Editorial Shoot 

s 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Tue, 20 Jun 2006 16:58:05 -0500 
To: Rick Hull <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Florida Editorial Shoot 
Subject: FW: Florida Editorial Shoot 

Pretty good. 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Mon, 19 Dec 2005 10:23:53 -0500 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Florida Editorial Shoot 
Subject: Florida Editorial Shoot 

Last week Mike and I went to Orlando for an editorial shoot for Boating Life, Waterski, 
and Wakeboard magazines. We met with Tom Reid Wednesday night and went over a helicopter 
re-shoot that he is going to do with the kite tube. 

Thursday we were on the water bright and early with the staff, as well as several members 
of the publication that had done testing for us in the past. The initial response to the 
tube wasn't a very positive one. As expected with this crowd, tubing is looked upon as 
being something that only "kids" do, and things weren't taken very seriously. 

The first driver was Waterski editor in chief Todd Ristorcelli, who for being one of the 
top waterskiers in the country was also one of the most unattentive drivers. The wind 
was only about 5mph, and the lake was a very short one. Mike was up first and did a very 
good job on his end, unfortunately the driver wasn't doing his and before we knew it, 
Mike was 45 feet in the air! At this time the entire boat is screaming to slow down, 
Mike takes a spill and the wego nose dives into the water pulling the tow point 
completely out of the tube. Although the height was unbelievable, the results were not. 
Everyone was pretty disappointed in the performance, and it was not a good showing. 

Once Mike was determined to be A-Ok, we cut through the stream of expert advice on what 
we could do to change the item so that it was more stable and told them to change the 
driver. I didn't know this until after the fact, but both Mike and I laid into Todd 
(driver) almost right after one another. Needless to say he was fired. 
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We aired up the reserve Wego, and Wakeboard editor in chief Matt Hickman took the helm. 
Matt is experienced in driving not only wakeboarders, but paragliders as well. In all 
honesty he is the best boat driver that I have ever seen. Also, unlike most drivers that 
kill the throttle once a rider gets too high, Matt would just feather it back enough to 
keep them at that level. What this resulted in was a consistent, controlled ride at 35 
feet! 

Mike finished out the run, and the online editor fdr Boating Life jumped on. Jeremy is 
about 2051bs, and had never been on a towable of any kind in his life. This would truly 
be a maiden run. With lack of any experience, and a weight that I haven't seen fly yet, 
I was a little worried that this run (which is the one that really counted) would be a 
disappointment. To my surprise, he did great right out of the gates! Easily as good of 
a ride as we have ever seen with our testers, he also was extremely excited after the 
ride and was glad that he was able to do it. I had commented on the way to the lake 
about how the new Sevlor video had the Manta Ray flying just as good as the Wego, but 
claims that it took 3 weeks of training in Norway to do so, ours does even better on the 
first run. Screw 3 weeks, Jeremy was airborne in three minutes! Now things are really 
turning around. 

It is about 10:30 now, and all of the neighbors are starting to wake up. On a lake of 
about 20 houses, 11 of them are top rated pro Wakeboarders. Upon stepping out for a 
morning smoke and seeing this flying tube, we quickly had a boatload of elitists trying 
to get a closer look. I don't know all of the names of theise guys, but do know that 
Parks Bonnifey and Chowder were onboard. Actually, Parks was next to ride. 

He took to this like a fish to water, and really got high. I think that the driver 
wasn't afraid to peg him out either... After the third run or so Parks posed for the 
camera and then proceeded to back flip off of the tube from about 25 feet in the air! 
Most likely we will see a good sized picture of this on the closing page of Wakeboard 
Mag. Here is a quick bio on how famous this cat is: 

http://66.102.7.104/search?q=cache:vju_wMKK97sJ:www.redbullusa.com/ 
article.action%3FdocumentIntID%3D1070995126846-913881997+parks+bonifay&hl=en 

The wind really started to pick up, and we called it a wrap. We left a tube behind for 
Randy Vance to try out (heh, this aught to be interesting...) and headed in for a tour of 
World Pub. 

We met with the publisher John McEver, who showed us their next wave in online 
advertising, went over a few pitches, and gave us the grand tour. I was amazed at how 
large World Pub really is. In addition to having several publications in house, they 
also have a full sized pre press print shop and video/audio recording studio! We also 
scored a copy of the latest mags that included our ads (hot off the presses) 

We had lunch with Robert Stephens, and went over some marketing and story ideas that he 
has been working on. It was great to be able to put faces to names, and I think that we 
will be able to come up with some really great things in the near future. 

Friday we again met with Tom Reid and went over some of the video stuff for the 
promotional Kite Tube DVD, before launching into one of the most wretched rides home that 
I have ever had. Holiday travel, bad weather, crying babies (or a few in some cases) a 
broken boarding ramp, and a major delayed flight all added to the chaos. Oh yeah, they 
also lost Mike's bags... 

I am adamant that had we just shipped down the tube by itself this woUjifa—have been a 
horrible showing for the kite tube. But all in all it was a great shcfô ,/ aî '̂ weff̂ ,̂ ^̂  
getting some great exposure. ' ;;. / ^^Li'iii i-': 'i '̂ 1 
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Thu, Jun 2Z, 2006 6:25 PM 

Subject: Wego Three point tow system 
Date: Monday, June 5, 2006 3:03 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschnelder@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Jay Schneider'<iayschneider@sportsstuff.com>, Jeff Baack < 
jeffb@sportsstuff.com>, Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss(g)sportsstuff.com>, Shawn Sass < 
Shawn@sportsstuff.com>, <adamanderson@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy Peterson < 
leroyp(asportsstuff.com>, Jim Koranda <james(asportsstuff.com>, Rick Hull < 
rhull(§)sportsstuff.com> 

We now have consumers that are modifying their Wego to use the loops for a 
three point system. I was just curious if we plan on producing a three 
point system soon, or if it is still in need of development? 

Taken from Trailerboats.com: 
"Tube kites in their original form are dangerous. I have seen multiple 
postings where someone was injured. I have also seen many videos as well. I 
purchased one from mail order and have used it several times. The first time 
I used it, I saw room for improvement. I visited the canvas shop and had 
loops attached on the far left and far right of the tube. Then we used two 
ropes instead of one attaching each rope to port and starboard side of the 
boat. You need to verify strength of the cleats. There is no way you will 
ever get out of the wake now, but flight is stable and your motions are 
limited to up and down. None of this flipping you over and slamming you into 
the water. You fly higher, longer and safer. I would love to know why the 
manufacturers havent figured this out." 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 
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Thu, Sep 1, 2005 4:38 PM 

Subject: KITE TUBING INFORMATION 
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2005 4:35 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 

EVERYONE...THIS IS THE LATEST EDITION FOR THE KITE TUB, PLEASE REVIEW 
SPELIING, PUNUCATION, VERBAG OR ANY OTHER THING YOU THINK THE RIDER, BOATG 
DRIVE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT, ALSO THINK ABOUT LEGAL ASPECTS LEROY 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
BY ASSEMBLING AND INFLATING THE KITE TUBE, YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE 

READ 
AND UNDERSTAND THE ENTIRE SPORTSSTUFF'S PRODUCT OWNER'S MANUEL, INCLUDING 
ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS CONTAINED IN THAT MATERIAL PRIOR TO USING 
THE 
KITE TUBE. YOU ADDITIONALLY AGREE THAT YOU WILL ENSURE ANY ADDITIONAL OR 
SUBSEQUENT USERS OF THE KITE TUBE WILL READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ENTIRE'S 
OWNER'S MANUEL. 

USE OF THE KITE TUBE INVOLVES CERTAIN INHERENT RISKS, DANGERS, AND 
HAZARDS WHICH CAN RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH TO THE USER. IN USING 
THE KITE TUBE, YOU FREELY AGREE TO ASSUME AND ACCEPT ANY OR ALL KNOWN OR 
UNKOWN RISKS OF INJURY TO YOU AND TO THIRD PARTIES WHILE USING THIS 
EQUIPMENT. THE RISKS INHERENT IN THIS SPORT CAN BE GREATLY REDUCED BY 
ABIDING BY THE WARNING GUIDELINES LISTED IN THE OWNERS MANUEL AND BY USING 
COMMMON SENSE. 

IN CONSIDERATION FOR THE SALE OF THE SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE TO YOU. 
YOU 
HEREBY AGREE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, AS FOLLOWS TO 
WAIVE 
ANY AND ALL CLAIMS THAT YOU HAVE OR MAY IN THE FUTURE HAVE AGAINST 
SPORTSSTUFF AND ALL RELATED PARTIES RESULTING FROM USE OF THE KITE TUBE. 

TO RELEASE SPORTSSTUFF AND ALL RELATED PARTIES FROM ANY AND ALL 
LIABILITY FOR ANY LOSS, DAMAGE, INJURY OR EXPENSE THAT YOU OR ANY USERS OF 
THE KITE TUBE MAY SUFFER, OR THAT YOUR NEXT OF KIN MAY SUFFER.AS RESULT OF 
THE USE OF THE KITE TUBE, DUE TO ANY CAUSE WHATSOEVER, INLCUDING 
NEGLIGENCE 
OR BREACH OF CONTRACT ON THE PART OF SPORTSSTUFF AND ALL RELATED PARTIES 
IN 
THE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF THE SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE. 

IN EVENT OF YOUR DEATH OR INCAPACITY, ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED HEREIN 
SHALL BE EFFECTIVE AND BINDING UPON THE HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, EXECUTORS, 
ADMINSTRATORS, ASSIGNS AND REPRESENTATIVES. SPORTSSTUFF-RELATED PARTIES 
HAVE NOT MADE AND EXPRESSLY DENY' ANY ORAL OR WRITTEN REPRESENTATION OTHER 
THAN WHAT IS SET FORTH HEREIN AND THE SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE MANUEL. 

KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION 
AWAY WEGO, "KITE TUBING", THE DREAM OF FLYING BECOMES REAL. BE 

PREPARED TO REACH NEW HEIGHTS! SPEND THE SUMMER GAINING THE EXPERIENCE 
RIDING THE KITE TUBE. THE "KITE TUBE" IS DESIGNED TO KITE(GLIDE, SOAR AND 
FLY). tYOU CAN USE IT LIKE A DECK TUBE IN THE WHIPS, FIGURE EIGHT'S, 
CIRCLES. 
IT "KITES" THE BEST IN STRAIGHT BOAT PATTERN JENTO THE WIND j AND WILL RISE 

-̂ ' 
I ̂  Page 1 of 6 

mailto:leroyp@sportsstuff.com
mailto:everyone@sportsstuff.com
mailto:leroyp@sportsstuff.com


OUT 
OF THE WATER SLOWLY OR QUICKLY BASED ON THE RIDER WEIGHT, WIND OR BOAT 
SPEED EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. 

THE BASIC IDEA BEHIND KITE TUBING IS SIMPLE. THE KITE RIDER KNEELS OR 
STANDS ON THE TUBE THAT IS TETHERED TO THE TOW BOAT. AS THE BOAT MOVES 
FORWARD INTO THE WIND, THE KITE AND RIDER RISE FROM THE WATER'S SURFACE TO 
PREFORM A WATER BALLET IN THE AIR WITH THE RIDER BALANCING ON THE TOP. 

KITE TUBING IS NOT AS DANGEROUS AS SOME EXTREME SPORTS, HOWEVER IT 
CAN 
BE MORE DANGEROUS THAN REGULAR TUBING WITH THE ADDED DIMENSION OF HEIGHT. 
IN KITE TUBING, SAFETY HAS TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. EVERYONE IS A BEGINNER, 
REGARDLESS OF PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE. READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 
BEFORE USING THE KITE TUBE. START SLOW AND USE 45 FOOT TETHER TOW ROPE. 

KITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS — fjl *̂  
12 0 INCH DIAMETER(10 foot) WITH SLANT CONFIGURATION [/ / IjllmlMj^, 
840D NYLON DOUBLE COVER WITH PU COATING "'"/l/f/i 
REINFORCED TOWING SYSTEM WITH ALUMINUM TOW ROPE CONNECTOR 
DOUBLE STITCHING AND COMPUTERIZED Sl^mUliiG . f f ^ ^ f ^ ' Jp^//^/;^ / ^ ^ / Z H ^ Z T s - ^ 
MESH DRAIN PORTS, BARTACK l ' 
NYLON ZIPPERED OPENINGS FOR BLADDER INSERTION 
PARELLEL SLOTTING SYSTEM WITH FOOTSTEPS AND NEOPRENE PADDING FOR 
COMFORTABLE 
FO^T, KNEE AND LEG USE 
EIGHT PADDED NON-SLIP HANDLES WITH KNUCKLE(;??aAyRS(NEW SYSTEM), REFLECTIVE 
PIPING ON ALL HANDLES 
VARIABLE LOOPS FOR USE WITH DETACHABLE LEASH(S) 
TWO PANORAMIC SEE THRU WINDOWS 
HIGH VISIBILITY RED AND YELLOW WATERSPORTS SAFETY COLORS WITH CHECKERBOARD 
AND CAUTION STRIPES ACCENTING 
BOLD, BILLBOARD STYLE GRAPHIXS TO BE EASILY SEEN 
SKULL GRAPHICS IS REMINDER TO PAY ATTENTION AND NOT TO FOOL AROUND, TAKE 
NOTHING FOR GRANTED 
TWO HEAVY DUTY K80 PVC BLADDERS- ONE SUZPPORTS THE PERIMETER AND THE OTHER 
IS THE SLOTTED COCKPIT FOR THE RIDER, BOTH HAVE SPEED SAFETY VALVES FOR 
F A ^ T AND EASY INFLATION/DEFLATION 
/ ^ / r ^ - ^ t z f / ^ ^ >fcA.«*5'/t4̂  d<u*̂ .v- ¥ T / > ^ i * , * ^ i ^ , /^ J ) i//L'^^•^^"'^'H^ 
KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION IC^t Bv.,ik.^laLi^M^cZM-t^,^.^•t-c^^;^^^ 

ONCE YOU OPEN THE BOX AND TAKE THE COVER OUT, YOU WILL/FIND THAT ALL 
YOU NEED TO DO IS UNFOLD THE NYLON COVER SO THE YELLOW CO/^OR WITH WINGED 
SKULLS AMD SLOT SYSTEM IS ON TOP USING A 1.1 PSI PUMP^ YOU CAN INFLATE 
THE KITE TUBE WITHIN 3 MINUTES...FIRST INFLATE THE SLOTTING PORTION, 
SECOND I^M^^ 
INFLATE THE OUTER RING. INFLATE TILL FIRM, SO NO WRINKLES IN THE 
COVER.(PLEASE NOI^THAT THE WINDOWS PANELS ARE NOT SUPPORTED WITH BLADDER, 
SO 
STAY OFF THIS PORTION OF THE COVER) SOMETIMES CAN US LPl DOUBLE ACTION 
HAND 
PUMP TO TOP OF INFLATION. 
YOU WANT THE KITE TUBE TO BE FIRM TO THE TOUCH, SO IN FLIGHT THE KITE TUBE 
IS FIRM AND NOT FLEXIBLE UNDER-INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE KITE TUBE NOT 
TO PERFORM AS DESIGNED WHEN KITING YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF CORRECTLY 
INFLATED... THE NYLON COVER SHOULD NOT HAVE WRINKLES. .PROPER INFLATION 
MEANS YOU WILL EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF-:£feiGSSL. . / i : . , 4 ^ ^ ' - ^ ^ 
NORMALLY THE WATER IS COOLER THAN AIR AND WHEN PLACING KITE TUBE IN THE 
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WA-TER, THE AIR INSIDE THE BLADDDRS WILL SHRINK. SO BE PREPARED TO ADD MORE 
AIlĵ IN COLD CONDITIONS. WE CARRY AND LPl DOUBLE ACTION HAND PUMP IN OUR 
BOAT 
FOR THIS ASPECT AND IT IS ALSO A BILGE PUMP. 

TETHER INSTRUCTIONS 
WE HAVE INCLUDED A NEW STYLE TETHER TOW ROPE FOR USE WITH THE KITE TUBE. 
IT 
IS INCLUDED IN THE COLOR BOX. OVERALL THE TETHER TOW ROPE IS 65 FOOT 
OVERALL LENGTH, BUT CAN BE ADJUSTED TO 55 FOOT LENTH AND 45 FOOT LENGTH. 
SINCE THE KITE TUBE IS UNLIKE ANY PREVIOUS TOWABLE TUBE WITH THE ADDED 
DIMENSION HEIGHT. WE BELIEVE THAT THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER AND RIDER ARE 
ALL BEGINNERS. WE RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING TO GET THE HANG OF KITING, HOW 
THE 
KITE REACTS BEING TOWED BY THE BOAT, HOW THE WIND AFFECTS THE FLIGHT WHILE 
BEING RIDDEN BY DIFFERENT SIZE RIDERS EXPERIENCE IS THE BEST TEACHER. 
STEP ONE BEGINNER LEVEL 
ALL BEGINNERS START WITH 45 FOOT LENGTH TOW ROPE TO GET SOME EXPERIENCE/ 
USE 
AT LEAST 12 TIMES 
STEP TWO INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
ALL INTERMEDIATE CAN INCREASE THE LENGTH TO 55 FOOT TO GET MORE 
EXPERIENCE? 
USE AT LEAST 24 TIMES 
STEP THREE MASTER LEVEL 
THE MASTER CAN INCREASE THE LENGTH TO 65 FOOT TO GET MORE EXPERIENCE 

****ACTUALLY YOU CAN SPEND ALL SUMMER GAINING EXPERIENCE KITING AND REALLY 
STILL NOT HAVE EXPERIENCED ALL THINGS, WIND SPEED, RIDER WEIGHT, BOAT 
SPEED 
CREATE MANY VARIABLES( DIFFERENT KINDS OF WATERCRAFT, LACK OF WIND. ETC) 

[ATTACH 45 FOOT LENGTH TETHER TOW ROPE TO THE ALUMINUM CONNECTOR ON THE 
KITE 
TUBE AND THE TOW HOOK ON THE BACK OF THE BOAT WE RECOMMMEND YOU USE 
A 
LOW TOW POINT ON THE TRANSOME OF THE BOAT OR TOW HOOK.].. 

KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTIONS 
NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU'RE WILLING TO FALL .^aQujaMPgg^A'e' 
miPP. ..JUST THINK OF THE FALL, IN NORMAL TUBING YOU CAN GET THROWN OFF AND 
GO UP TO 15 TO 20 FOOT HEIGHT, BUT IN KITING YOU ARE ALREADY AT A CERTAIN 
HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND CAN GET THROWN HIGHER AT A BOAT SPEED OF 
10,20 OR 30 MPH AND AT EElGETjQgl^tefTlt:3^»faiglld(^ THE WATER GETS MUCH 
HARDER SO CONTROL THE HEIGHT AND BOAT SPEED AND WATCH OUT FOR GUSTY 
V^gSfB OR CROSS WINDS.(MANY BODIES OF WATER HAVE NATURAL BARRIERS OR WIND 
BREAKS, BE AWARE OF THIS SITUATION) 
BECAUSE OF THE HEIGHT FACTOR YOU MUST USE THE KITE TUBE IN WATERS THAT 
HAVE 
A LEAST A DEPTH OF 6 FOOT OR MORE( A GUIDELINE COULD BE 1 FOOT OF WATER 
DEPTH FOR EACH FOOT OF KITE HEIGHT) 

RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS— 
. AVOID GUSTY WINDS, USE IN LIGHT TO MODERATE STEADY WINDS, WIND GUSTS 

^ CAN CAUSE THIS PRODUCT TO EXPERIENCE SUDDEN CHANGES IN HEIGHT OR DIRECTION 
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Y^ USE IN AT LEAST 6 FOOT OF WATER DEPTH, THE HIGHER YOU KITE, THE 
DEEPER 
THE WATER SHOULD BE( NEVER'USE IN SHALLOW WATERS) 

Y^ THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER AND RIDER ARE ALL BEGINNERS, TAKE IT EASY, 
LEARN IN LIGHT STEADY WIND, START SLOW 

iX YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS A FACTOR ON BALANCE AND CONTROL, SHIFTING HELPS 
TO 
CONTROL THE FLIGHT( RIDER IS BALLAST) 

\^ -HAVE PRE-RIDE DISCUSSION WITH RIDER, DRIVER AND SPOTTER 
\ ^ - NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU'RE WILLING TO FALL, hUmt'' '\i\mM\M7^\i^?m? 

INTO A STEADY WIND, FLIGHT OCCURS MORE EASILY WITH THE WIND FLIGHT 
IS 
NOT so EASY, BASED ON RIDER WEIGHT, A LIGHTER PERSON WILL KITE EASIER THAN 
HEAVIER PERSON 
10 MPH WIND ABOUT 20 MPH BOAT SPEED depends on rider weight 
15 MPH WIND ABOUT 15 MPH BOAT SPEED and tether length 
;0 MPH WIND ABOUT 10 MPH BOAT SPEED 

-DO NOT OVER-ESTIMATE YOUR ABILITY- THIS TAKES A PRACTICED SKILL LEVEL 
V"̂- KEEP YOU NOSE UP WHEN STARTING OUT, USE THE LEASH TO HELP HOLD THE 

UP UNTIL THE BOAT REACHS PLANING SPEED / / / jjBlflH^ljWl 
l/̂  RIDER SAFETY IS IN THE HANDS OF THE BOAT DRIVER .—^ '"*'̂ l-̂ 'iiUHL 

STAY 100 YARDS FROM SHORE AVOID OTHER BOAT TRAFFICB, POWER LINES, 
OTHER 
IMMOVEABLE OBJECT AND STAY IN WATER DEPTH OF AT LEAST 6 FOOT DEPTH 

K^ BEWARE OF CROSSWINDS OR GUSTY WINDS, MANY BODIES OF WATER HAVE 
NATURAL ^ ^^J^f^^^iP*^^ 
WIND BREAKS OR BARRIERS, BE AWARE OF THIS SITUATION 

t/ USE REAR TRANSOME TOW POINT, USING HIGHER TOW POINT MEANS THE KITE 
CAN 
FLY HIGHER 

^ DO NOT EXCEEED 200 POUNDS MAXIMUM WEIGHT OR 100 POUNDS MINIMUM 
WEIGHT, K^iff^ 
BE AT LEAT 12" YEARS OF AGE AND KITING WITH ONE PERSON ONLY, OTHERWISE USE 
AT 
YOUR OWN RISK 

l ^ WHEN THE TUBE BECOMES AIRBORNE, BALANCE TO MINIMIZE MOVEMENT, TOO 
MUCH A . 
BODY MOVEMENT C0ULD(CAUSE THE KITE TUBE TO BECOME WOBBLY AND 
OVERTURN MAINTAIN^GOOD CENTER OF GRAVITY 

V^ 10 AND 2 O'CLOCK ARE THE BEST CONTROL HAND POSITIONS 
\/̂  HANG TIME, FLIGHT TIME, BEING AIRBORNE, KITING CAN BE 1 SECOND OR 

MANY y^ 
MINUTES, DEPENDS ON THE WIND, BOAT SPEED AND RIDER WIEGHT K-A REGULAR 
BALLET TYPE PERFORMANCE IS WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR(UP AND DOWN). 

k' THE LARGE PANORAMIC PICTURE WINDOW^ ENABLEjTHE RIDER TO SEE THE BOAT 
AND VIEW HIS/HER HEIGHT 

V ^ ONCE KITING THE RIDER CAN FORCE THE TUBE DOWN BY PUSHING HIS OR. HER 
WEIGHT DOWN, BUT THIS IS PRACTICED SKILL ACQUIRED OVER MANY ATTEMPTS 

U^ THE SLOTTING SYSTEM COCKPIT IS DESIGNED FOR RIDER TO KNEEL OR STAND 
IN 

y-AND TO ADJUST NORTH/SOUTH BALANCE 
1 / — — T H E MULTIPLE HANDLES ARE DESIGNED FOR THE RIDER TO HAVE THE EAST/WEST 
/BALANCE 
/ A COMBINATION OF FOOT AND HAND HOLDS ENABLES THE RIDER TO ADJUST TO 
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THE 
WIND, BOAT SPEED J^^lli^^iiii^^/M'i^Qd^^S^ST^'S^^^^W-

j^_ DO NOT USE THIS TUBE IF YCiU ARE PREGNANT, OR COULD BE PREGNANT OR IF 
YOU HAVE. NECK OR BACK PROBLEMS 

\y- ON ALL SPILLS THE RIDER SHOULD RAISE ARMS ABOVE HEAD TO SIGNIFY TO 
BOAT ^ 
DRIVER our SPOTTER HE OR SHE IS O.K. 

\ ^ - A RIDER THAT FALLS OR IS EJECTED SHOULD TRY TO FALL AWAY FROM THE 

TUBE (y îZ^L^ di^^/f ' i^r^^^^^'^•rn '-^-^^ U^i^^'^Cd/U-f' 

BOAT DRIVER INFORMATIONM AND WARNINGS 
V^^*****DRIVER SHOULD BE AT LEAST 16 YEARS OF AGE AND HAVE TAKEN SOME COAST 

GUARD APPROVED BOATING COURSE 
Y/*****HAVE LARGE WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW MIRROR(20 INCH LENGTH) TO KEEP EYE ON 

THE KITE ELEVATION, SLOW SPEED TO REDUCE HEIGHT, A SUDDEN GUST OF WIND CAN 
SEND THE RIDER UP TO 20 FOOT HEIGHT OR MORE IN HALF A SECOND 

/^*****HAVE SPOTTER THAT PAYS ATTENTION A^D COMMUNICATES WITH BOAT D ^ I V E A 
ABOUT THE TOWABLE -AND AREA OF USE Vv^^tf- ' 

j/^*****IT IS THE DRIVER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ADJUST BOAT SPEED TO REDUCE THE 
HEIGHT OF THE KITE TUBE 

l^*****THE KITE TUBE IS NOT LIKE ANY OTHER TOW TUBE, THIS CAN HAVE SUSTAINED 
HEIGHT FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME OR LIKE A WATER BALLET PERFFORMANCE(UP AND 
DOWN) fY\ pnnnrtr' 

V^*****WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER WEIGHT AND LENGTH OF RplfB Ap.;BIG"'̂ '̂i| 
VARIALBES, PAY ATTENTION, ADJUST THE BOAT SPEED FREEQUENTITr^TO FiT"̂ "''*-'i 
CONDITIONS. . .YOU ARE THE DIRECTOR yU^^x^iOi^yU^A^'S^ 

^*****NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU WANT THE RIDER TO FALL, 

*****AVOID EXCESSIVE BOAT SPEED, OTHERWISE WILL REACH NEW HEIGHTS 
(^^****HAVE PRE-RIDE MEEETING WITH DRIVER, SPOTTER AND RIDER TO DISCUSS THE 

TYPE OF RIDE GIVEN 
^ *****DISCOVER THE BEST CONDITIONS FOR KITE TUBING BASED ON RIDER WEIGHT 

AND 
BOAT AND WIND SPEED 

U-^*****GIVE WAY TO ALL OTHER WATER USERS, ESPECIALLY SAIL BOATS 
• ̂ ****THE KITE TUBE CAN SUSTAIN FLIGHT WITH STEADY HEAD WIND AND BOAT 
''̂  SPEED, 

JUST DEPENDS ON HOW LONG THE BOAT CAN GO STRAIGHT INTO THE WIND AND HOW 
LONG. 
THE RUN IS 

^ *****BEWARE OF CROSS WINDS AND WIND GUSTS 
t,^****THE LARGE PANORAMI^C WINDOWS ENABLE* YOU TO SEE THE RIDER 
w^<****DON'T GAMBLE WITH RIDER SAFETY, DRIVER MUST ACCEPT 100% 
RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR SAFETY OF THE RIDER 

/ *****WHEN ST(4ARTING OUT THEIR IS GOOD DRAG ON THE TUBE, HAVE THE RIDER 
KEEP 
THE TUBE NOSE UP USING THE LEASH SYSTEM AND AS THE KITE TUBE RISES THE 
DRAG . , 

. WILL BECOME MUCH LESS U î̂ l̂ ê ^ H r l ^ f 
V #****BOAT DRIVER CANNOT BE IN-ATTENTIVE, MOST BOATING ACCIDENTS HAPPEN IN 

LESS THAN 2 SECONDS, REACTION TIME IS ABOUT 120 TO 255 FEET OF BOAT 
LENGTH DO NOT LET YOUR MIND WANDER, FOCUS ON WHAT YOU ARE DOING 
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l^*****NEVER USE THE KITE TUBE WITH WIND FORCES SO STRONG THAT YOU ARE 
UNABLE 
ro MAINTAIN PRECISE CONTROL 
*****DON'T KITE IN ELECTRICAL STORMS 
*****THE KITE TUBE IS AN AIR FOIL ^F EXTREMELY LIMITED CAPABILITIES WITH 
REGARD TO WIND AND TURBULENCE 

^^***BOAT DRIVER SHOULD INSTRUCT ALL RIDERS OF RULES AND WARNINGS, PLUS 
HOW 
TO RIDE 

U.-^****IN RIDING POSITION THE RIDER AND TUBE ARE AT 45 DEGREE ANGLE TO THE 
WATERS SURFACE 

U^****AVOID FLOATING OBLUECTS AND ALL IMMOVEABLE OBJECTS 
*****ALL RIDERS SHOULD BE TOWED AT SPEEDS THAT ALLOW FOR REA^SONABLE 

, CONTROL 
1^>*****AV0ID SUBMARINING THE TOWABLE WHEN FIRST STARTING OUT OR ON SPILLS. 

SLOW BOAT DOWN TO 5MPH AND TURN AROUND TO PICK UP THE RIDER. IN MANY 
CASES 
WHEN THE RIDER FALLS OFF, THE KITE TUBE WILL CONTINMUE TO BE AIRBORNE. 
SUBMARINGING CAUSES THE TOWABLE TO BE LIKE AN ANCHOR AND CREATE STRESS ON 
THE REAR TRANSOME AND THE TOW ROPE. 

t'^*****DON'T BE A GUNNER, SLAMMING THE THROTTLE FORWARD AND FORGETTING ABOUT 
THE KITE TUBE(YOU ARE TOWING FOCUS 
****IN CALM OR NO WIND CONDITIONS, USING A ZIG ZAG, WHIPS, FIGURE EIGHTS 
AND 

, >dlRCLES, 'iĴ WK̂ THE KITE TUBE WILL KITE 
K *****D0 NOT THROW AWAY THE OWNER'S MANUEL, YOU MUST REVIEW PERIODICALLY 

AND 
ESPECIALLY BEFORE ALLOWING OTHERS TO USE OR BORROW YOUR KTIE TUBE ., , , 

i 

0 y . ^ AA-^LC/ (_^ 
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THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFITY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 

Please contact us if you have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use of this 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should BE PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF AN INFLATABLE 
TUBE at the time of sale./The specific type of delivery vehicle (i.e. warranty card, release form, etc.) 
is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 

/ - / / 
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• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
outside the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fms, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instructions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into the 

watercraft. Warn all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted or 

damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, broken 
filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is running, even in neutral. Should 

rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE IGNITION KEY 
BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When vou ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk of injury or death. USE Ttl IS PRODUCT 

ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back or 
breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats or 
other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or ride 

over ramps or jumps without prior instruction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use extra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off wlien people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
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The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 
Never strap or attach anyone to the tube or cover. Never put your feet or hands through the 
strapping ofthe towing system or handles. Never wedge your hands or feet under the cover or 
between the cover and the tube. 
Never attempt jumps or dangerous tricks with your tube. If more than one tube is being towed, 
avoid collisions with other tubes. 
Scout the area before use to avoid any debris or obstacles that might present a safety hazard. 
Know your own limits. Stop when you are tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use ofthis or any other towable tube. 
Check the rope and connector for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before each use. 
Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be worn. Such conditions may 
lead to breaks. 
Do not use tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or boat occupants. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will 
be extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The tow rope should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence 
of discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these rules: 

Before vou start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use of the equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is mnning. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. Ifyou can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An improperly 
tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and corrected by a 
mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or increase boat 
exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners Manual, or the 
United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more infomiation on how to 
help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

/S3 
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Tab 5(b) 

TAB 5(B) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed sl<ills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal flotation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of ali body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible forthe ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. Always 
have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid exceissive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 lbs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and ftin for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk of injury or death, follow these guidelines: 

Carefully read this manual and follow the instmctions. 
Only use your tube with a responsible watercraft operator who knows how to operate a 
watercraft properly. 
Take all reasonable precautions in the use and operation of your tube and boat. 
Teach anyone usingj^our tube how to attach it to the rope, how to ride it, and how to maintain 
i t . • " ' ' " ' ™ ' " • '" ' 

Use a single tube for not more than one rider and no more than two riders for a double tube. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
If the tube is designed for more than one person, take extra precaution to avoid colliding with 
one another. 

/ / / 
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Tab 5 (a) 

TAB 5(A) - INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children.. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal floatation device. 
Always wear a U:S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible forthe ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 lbs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on ah inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) This waming is FOR USE ON TOWABLE TUBES. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to (or printed on) the tube or surrounding skirt in a manner 
that should be resistant to degradation caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use only highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind 
the upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen 
prior to use. 

7) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to 
have the orange color in the upper box. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURING INSTRUCTIONS 
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8) Manufacturer should list on the packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number of 
riders recommended for the product, and the average tensile strength ofthe rope necessary for 
pulling the tube and its rider(s). 

[Insert appropriate number of people for this tube, correspondirLg|flyerage weight for the people, and 
the average tensile strength ofthe rope required in the following/mossa^^\vhiGh,sbou]d appear on the 
packaging.] 

inefssa ;̂§\vhiGhshould appear on 

Number of Riders Average Weight of Riders 

One 
Two 

Three 
Four 

170 Lbs. 
340 Lbs. 
510 Lbs. 
680 Lbs. 

Average Rope 
Tensile Strength 

1500 Lbs. 
2375 Lbs. 
3350 Lbs. 
4100 Lbs. 

AWARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport of tubing involves inherent risks of injury or death. Before 
using this tube, read the owner's manual carefully. 
This tube is designed to carry no more than persons or ' lbs. 
Use a tow rope of at least lbs. Average tensile strength for pulling this tube and its rider(s). 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of the 
passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some deivices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Read the ov̂ /ner's nianoal carefully before using your Sportsstuff tube or sled. 
• Use in a clear and open area. Check the terrain to avoid obstacles and 
sudden drops. 
• Do not use or» ice or icy surfaces, near driveways, streets, highivays or 
motorized vehicles of any kind, 
• Not for use by children under six (6) years of age. This product should never 
be used by children except under adult supervision^ 
• Do not leave child unattended while in use. 
• Do not stand or kneel dn this product at any time, 
• Use only in the seated or reclined position. 
• Make sure the product is property inflated with the air valve closed tightly. 
• Use protective clothing such as a helmet, goggles, gloves, winter boots and 
wanm clothing. 
• This is not a towable tube. Do not tow behind any motorized vehicle. 
• Be aware: this item has no braking or steering mechanism and can develop 
high speeds under certain snow conditions. Use at your own risk! 
• Attempting stunts, aerial tricks or jumps increase the risk of being seriously 
Injured. Use commwi sense al ali times, 
• Do not use under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturer^ recommended rider capacity for this 
product 
• Inspect product before and after each use. Do not use this product if it is 
dorvaged or leaking air. 
• Tow lanyard must fc>e placed inside the holder or tube before sliding down 
the slope. 
• This Is not a lifesaving device. This is not a personal flotation device. 
• Do not use this item as a baby or pet float, 
• Do not use ttiis item as a fishing vessel. 
• Store this item deflated and indoors in a cool, dry place. 

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does nol have control over the use of this 
product and assumes no liability theruin. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff 
or the seller, liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising 
out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determine 
the proper suitability and safety of the product during normal use. This product 
is subject to age, wear and deterioration from use and weather conditions. 
We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a negular basis. 

© $|>5rtf,stv,K, iiw., 2004 
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Tue, Aug 30 , 2005 2:34 PM 

Subject: RIDER WARNING PATCH 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 4:14 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <EVERYONE> 

t h i s i s s t i l l p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t , b u t my i n t e n t i s t o h a v e t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n w o v e n p a t c h on t h e i t e m i t s e l f . . . . ( R I D E R WARNINGS OR 
INFORMATION).. .PLEASE REVIEW AS THIS I S NOT CAST IN CONCRETE YET, SO 
CAN 
CHANGE EVERYTHING=======LEROY 

RIDER INFORMATION PATCH 

AVOID GUSTY WINDS, USE IN LIGHT TO MODERATE STEADY WINDS, WIND GUSTS 
CAN J 7 ' 
CAUSE THIS PRODUCT TO EXPERIENCE SUDDEN CHANGES IN HEIGHT HX,iZA,'Vl<yr7i^T^ 

USE IN AT LEAST 6 FOOT OF WATER DEPTH, THE HIGHER YOU KITE, THE DEEPER 
THE WATER SHOULD BE(NEVER USE IN SHALLOW WATERS) 

THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER AND RIDER ARE ALL lIUmi'T ' F •gff BEGINNER'S, 
TAKE 
IT EASY, LEARN IN LIGHT STEADY WINDY, START SLOW 

YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS FACTOR ON BALANCE AND CONTROL, SHIFTING YOUR WEIGHT 
HELPS TO CONTROL THE FLIGHT(RIDER IS BALLAST) 

HAVE PRE-RIDE DISCUSSION WITH RIDER, BOAT DRIVER AND QODERVER 

STAY UNDER 10 FOOT OF HEIGHT T id^U^ /^^^-^ fi^id^ /M^ir^. k^ /^ /^C l/J-r/O-'-J, 

-—INTO A STEADY WIND, FLIGHT OCCURS MORE EASILY AND WITH THE ^ N D FLIGHT 
IS . 
NOT SO EASY ^̂ --BASED ON RIDER WEIGHT, A LIGHTER PERSON WILL KITE EASIER 
THAN A HEAVIER PERSON . ^ , 
10 MPH WIND ABOUT 20 MPH BOAT SPEED / /). JL / ^ A ^ ^ ^ * ^ i / t M ^ ^ ^ 
15 MPH WIND ABOUT 15 MPH BOAT SPEED \ f^'T7/^7±7 T ^ J ^ d i TZT 
20 MPH WIND ABOUT 10 MPH BOAT SPEED ( «f C ^ U"*̂ *-*.'.--*̂ *'̂ *'̂ ^ 

THESE ARE RANGES, RIDER WEIGHT, WIND AND BOAT SPEED AFFECT THESE GREATLY 

DO NOT OVER-ESTIMATE YOUR ABILITY-THIS TAKES A PRACTICED SKILL LEVEL 

KEEP THE NOSE UP WHEN STARTING OUT, USE LEASH TO HELP,YOU HOLD THE NOSE 
UP UNTIL BOAT REACH'S PLANING SPEED > y^^^ //fj^ 4 . P P ^ 7 / ^ ^ /̂ /̂:/>̂ S --^^ 

THE TOW ROPE TETHER IS INCLUDED, IT IS SEGMENTED INTO 65/55/45 FOOT 
LENGTHS. USE THE 45 FOOT LENGTH. TO START AND LEARN WITH 

RIDER SAFETY IS IN THE HANDS OF THE BOAT DRIVER [j] coiifa 
STAY 100 YARDS FROM SHORE, AVOID OTHER BOAT TRAFFIC, POWER LINES AND 

OTHER IMMOVEABLE OBJECTS 

(^^^i^v7.^, ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f^fk77(^7 

7 3 ^ " 
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J 
USE REAR TRANSOME TOW POINT, USING HIGHER TOW POINT MEANS THE KITE-=eia<r,ĵ >%/̂  

FLY HIGHER 

DO NOT EXCEED 200 POUNDS MAXIMUM Ŵ IIGHT OR 100 POUNDS MINIMUM .WEIGHT, 
BE AT LEAST 12 YEARS OF AGE ; K l i M ^ ^ U - ^ ^•^'^l^ ^ ^ - ^ 0 1 /TyU^Pt, / U ^ J ^ 

NO MORE THAN ONE PERSON ON THE KITING TUBE 

WHEN THE TUBE BECOMES AIRBORNE, BALANCE 5̂̂ ^̂ i&SaiP̂  TO MINIMIZE MOVEMENT, 
TOO MUCH BODY MOVEMENT COULD CAUSE THE KITE TUBE TO BECOME WOBBLY AND 
OVERTURN MAINTAIN GOOD CENTER OF GRAVITY 

10 AND 2 OCLOCK ARE THE BEST HAND POSITIONS -tj/Mji/^'^^"^^ "̂  

HANG TIME, FLIGHT TIME, BEING AIRBORNE, KITING, CAN BE 1 SECOND OR MANY 
MINUTES, DEPENDS ON THE WIND AND BOAT SPEED AND RIDER WEIGHT A REGULAR 
BALLET TYPE PERFORMANCE IS WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR(UP AND DOWN) :} 

THE LARGE PANORAMIC PICTURE WINDOW ENABLES THE RIDER TO SEE THE BOAT 
AND cr/,-7ijL^ 
VIEW HIS HEIGHT 

— ONCE KITING THE RIDER CAN FORCE THE TUBE DOWN BY PUSHING HIS OR HER 
WEIGHT DOWN, BUT THIS IS PRACTICED SKILL ACQUIRED OVER MANY ATTEMPTS^ 

THE SLOTTING SYSTEM COCKPIT IS DESIGNED FOR RIDER TO KNEEL, STAND IN 
AND 
TO ADJUST NORTH/SOUTH BALANCE 

THE MULTIPLE HANDLES ARE DESIGNED FOR THE RIDER TO HAVE EAST/WEST 
BALANCE 

A COMBINATION OF FOOT AND.HAND HOLDS ENABLES THE RIDER TO ADJUST TO THE 
WIND AND BOAT SPEED AND HAVE AN ENJOYABLE KITE RIDE 

• DO NOT USE THIS PRODUCT IF YOU ARE PREGNANT OR COULD BE PREGNANT OR IF 
YOU HAVE NECK OR BACK PROBLEMS 

_ ^ 
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1/ ' y Thu, Aug 2 5,2005 4:19 PM 

Subject: RIDER WARNING PATCH 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 4:14 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <EVERYONE> 

t h i s i s s t i l l p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t , b u t my i n t e n t i s t o h a v e t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
on w o v e n p a t c h on t h e i t e m i t s e l f . . . . ( R I D E R WARNINGS OR 
INFORMATION). . .PLEASE REVIEW AS THIS I S NOT CAST IN CONCRETE YET, SO 
CAN 
CHANGE EVERYTHING=======LEROY 

-RIDER INFORMATION PATCH-

AVOID GUSTY WINDS, USE IN LIGHT TO MODERATE STEADY WINDS, WIND GUSTS 
CAN 
CAUSE THIS PRODUCT TO EXPERIENCE SUDDEN CHANGES IN HEIGHT 

USE IN AT LEAST 6 FOOT OF WATER DEPTH, THE HIGHER YOU KITE, THE DEEPER 
THE WATER SHOULD BE(NEVER USE IN SHALLOW WATERS) 

THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER AND RIDER ARE ALL NOVICE'S OR BEGINNER'S, 
TAKE 
IT EASY, LEARN IN LIGHT STEADY WINDY, START SLOW 

YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS FACTOR ON BALANCE AND CONTROL, SHIFTING YOUR WEIGHT 

HELPS TO CONTROL THE FLIGHT(RIDER IS BALLAST) 

—-HAVE PRE-RIDE DISCUSSION WITH RIDER, BOAT DRIVER AND OBSERVER 

STAY UNDER 10 FOOT OF HEIGHT 

INTO A STEADY WIND, FLIGHT OCCURS MORE EASILY AND WITH THE WIND FLIGHT 
IS 
NOT SO EASY: BASED ON RIDER WEIGHT, A LIGHTER PERSON WILL KITE EASIER^ 
THAN A HEAVIER PERSON 
10 MPH WIND ABOUT 20 MPH BOAT SPEED^ 

f v ^ / y u S J L ^ ^ i ^ - ^ 
15 MPH WIND ABOUT 15 MPH BOAT SPEED V ̂ :^*- J,^^i-/jif M / aJt/^/7/ > 
20 MPH WIND ABOUT 10 MPH BOAT SPEED I ^ ' f ^ J JO^- f i ^ f^ l ^ f ' ' ^ 

THESE ARE RANGES, RIDER WEIGHT, WIND AND BOAT SPEED.AFFECT THESE GREATLY 

DO NOT OVER-ESTIMATE YOUR ABILITY-THIS TAKES A PRACTICED SKILL LEVEL 

KEEP THE NOSE UP WHEN STARTING OUT, USE LEASH TO HELP YOU HOLD THE NOSE 
'̂ UP UNTIL BOAT REACH'S PLANING SPEED 

THE TOW ROPE TETHER IS INCLUDED, IT IS SEGMENTED INTO 65/15 5/4̂ |i'|j||'̂ ^ j!̂'.i[ 
LENGTHS. USE THE 45 FOOT LENGTH TO START AND LEARN WITH ^-^ 

RIDER SAFETY IS IN THE HANDS OF THE BOAT DRIVER 

- — STAY 100 YARDS FROM SHORE, AVOID OTHER BOAT TRAFFIC, POWER LINES AND 
OTHER IMMOVEABLE OBJECTS 

t^ ^T" ' 

% i j c ^ ^ ^ O u t P ^ IT̂ XL ^ ^ ( ^^ - — 
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USE REAR)TRANSOME TOW POINT, USING HIGHER TOW POINT MEANS THE KITE CAN 
FLY MLGHEJ 

DO NOT EXCEED 200 POUNDS MAXIMUM WEIGHT OR 100 POUNDS MINIMUM WEIGHT, 
BE AT LEAST 12 YEARS OF AGE 7 

.7y .̂ 
'i^l 

. / / ^ U <7'7 i'î f̂ t. i777'i '̂fr r-^-if/y^... 

(7 - .—NO MORE THAN ONE PERSON ON -Ĵ Sg KIT-i»e TUBE 

WHEN THE TUBE BECOMES AIRBORNE, BALANCE Ŷ gifî B̂Bî  TO MINIMIZE MOVEMENT, 
TOO MUCH BODY MOVEMENT COULD CAUSE THE KITE TUBE TO BECOME WOBBLY AND 
OVERTURN MAINTAIN GOOD CENTER OF GRAVITY 

i j^-ur^-^^- _. 
10 AND 2 OCLOCK ARE THE BEST>HAND POSITIONS /^f^t^/ajt^/,,J,J*i:^'&' 

HANG TIME, FLIGHT TIME, BEING AIRBORNE, KITING^ CAN BE 1 SECOND OR MANY 
MINUTES, DEPENDS ON THE WIND AND BOAT SPEED AND-T^IDER WEIGHT A REGULAR 
BALLET TYPE PERFORMANCE IS WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR (UP AND DOWN) 

THE LARGE PANORAMIC PICTURE WINDOW ENABLES THE RIDER TO SEE THE BOAT 
AND „^/^>^^ 
VIEW HIS HEIGHT 

ONCE KITING THE RIDER CAN FORCE THE TUBE DOWN BY PUSHING HIS OR HER 
WEIGHT DOWN, BUT THIS IS PRACTICED SKILL ACQUIRED OVER MANY ATTEMPTS 

THE SLOTTING SYSTEM COCKPIT IS DESIGNED FOR RIDER TO KNEEL, STAND IN 
AND • 
TO ADJUST NORTH/SOUTH BALANCE 

THE MULTIPLE HANDLES ARE DESIGNED FOR THE RIDER TO HAVE EAST/WEST 
BALANCE 

A COMBINATION OF FOOT AND HAND HOLDS ENABLES THE RIDER TO ADJUST TO THE 
WIND AND BOAT SPEED AND HAVE AN ENJOYABLE KITE RIDE 

DO NOT USE THIS PRODUCT IF YOU ARE PREGNANT OR COULD BE PREGNANT OR IF 
YOU HAVE NECK OR BACK PROBLEMS 

— d W 
u '•.. 
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Fri, Aug 26, 2005 11:44 AM 

Subject: RE: BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH...KITE TUBING 
Date: Friday, August 26, 2005 9:40 AM 
From: Gordon Harting <gorclonh@sportsstuff.com> 
To: 'James Koranda' <james@sportsstuff.com>, 'Leroy Peterson' 
<leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, 'everyone' <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

Original Message 
From: James Koranda [mailto:james@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2005 9:13 AM 
To: Leroy Peterson; everyone 
Subject: Re: BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH...KITE 
TUBING 

Original Message 
From: "Leroy Peterson" <leroyp@sportsstuff.com <mailto: 
leroyp@sportsstuff.COm> > 

To: "everyone" <everyone@sportsstuff.com <mailto: 
everyone@sportsstuff.com> > 

mmmm 
iiiiiiiwii'imi 

Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2005 5:05 PM 

Subject: BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH...KITE TUBING 

> AGAIN THIS IS NOT CAST IN CONCRETE, SO CAN CHANGE ALL OR 
NOTHING IT IS 
> IMPORTANT TO BE RIGHT AND NOT LEAVE OURSELVES OPEN TO LEGAL 
ISSUES, SO 
> PLEASE CHECK WORDING, ETC AND IF I FORGOT SOMETHING PLEASE 
LET ME 
> KNOW....THE REGULAR WSIA WARNING PATCH WILL BE USED ALSO, BUT 
THAT IS 
> STANDARD, AND THIS IS NEW CONCEPT THAT BESIDES GOING ON THE 
WATER FLIES OVER 
>THE WATER 
> 

> BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH 
> —DRIVER SHOULD BE AT LEAST 16 YEARS OF AGE AND COMPLETED 
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APPROVED COAST GUARD 
> BOATING COURSE 
> 

> —HAVE LARGE WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW MIRROR(20 INCH LENGTH) TO 
KEEP EYE ON THE 
> KITE TUBER ELEVATION, SLOW SPEED DOWN TO REDUCE HEIGHT, A 
SUDDEN GUST OF 
> WIND CAN SEND THE RIDER UP TO 20 FOOT HIGH OR MORE IN HALF A 
SECOND. BOAT DRIVER MUST CONTINUE TO PERFORM HIS MAIN 
RESPONSIBILTY OF DRIVING THE BOAT 
> 

> —HAVE SPOTTER THAT PAYS ATTENTION AND COMMUNICATES WITH 
BOAT DRIVER 
> 

> — I T IS THE DRIVER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ADJUST BOAT SPEED TO 
REDUCE THE 
> HEIGHT OF THE KITE TUBE 
> 

> —THE KITE TUBE IS NOT LIKE ANY OTHER TOW TUBE, IT CAN HAVE 
SUSTAINED 
> HEIGHT FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME OR LIKE A WATER BALLET 
PERFORMANCE 
> 

> —WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER WEIGHT AND LENGTH OF TOW 
ROPE ARE BIG . 
> VARIALBES, PAY ATTENTION, ADJUST THE BOAT SPEED FREQUENTLY TO 
FIT CONDITIONS n 

I Biffll > 
> AVOID EXCESSIVE KITE HEIGHT(ABOVE 10 FEET) 
> 

> —AVOID EXCESSIVE BOAT SPEED, OTHERWISE WILL REACH NEW 
HEIGHTS 
> 

> — T H I S IS THE MOST CHALLENGING TOWABLE YOU HAVE EVER USED, 
HAVE PRE RIDE 
> MEETING WITH SPOTTER AND RIDER TO DISCUSS EXPECTATIONS 
> 

> —DISCOVER THE BEST CONDITIONS FOR KITE TUBING BASED ON 
RIDER WEIGHT, WIND 
> AND BOAT SPEED 
> 

> —GIVE WAY TO ALL OTHER WATER USERS, ESPECIALLY SAILING BOATS 
> 

> —THE KITE TUBE CAN SUSTAIN FLIGHT WITH A STEADY HEAD WIND 
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AND BOAT SPEED, 
> JUST DEPENDS ON HOW LONG THE BOAT CAN GO STRAIGHT INTO THE 
WIND OR HOW LONG 
> THE LAKE IS? 
> 

> —THE LARGE PANORAMIC WINDOW ENABLES YOU TO SEE THE RIDER 
> 

> —DON'T GAMBLE WITH RIDER SAFETY, DRIVER MUST ACCEPT 100% 
RESPONSIBILITY 
> FOR SAFETY OF RIDER 
> 

> —WHEN STARTING OUT THERE IS GOOD DRAG, HAVE THE RIDER KEEP 
THE NOSE UP 
> USING THE LEASH ROPE AND AS THE KITE TUBE RISES THE DRAG 
BECOMES MUCH LESS 
> 

> -—BOAT DRIVER CANNOT BE IN-ATTENTIVE, MOST BOATING ACCIDENTS 
HAPPEN IN 
> LESS THAN 2 SECONDS...REACTION TIME IS ABOUT 120 TO 255 FEET OF 
BOAT 
> LENGTH DO NOT LET YOUR MIND WANDER, FOCUS ON WHAT YOU 
ARE DOING 
> 

> -—NEVER USE THE KITE TUBE WITH WIND FORCES SO STRONG THAT 
YOU ARE UNABLE 
> TO MAINTAIN PRECISE CONTROL 
> 

> —THE KITE TUBE IS AN AIRFOIL OF EXTREMELY LIMITED CAPABILITIES 
WITH REGARD 
> TO THE WIND OR TURBURLENCE 
> 

> —DON'T KITE IN ELECTRICAL STORMS 
> 

> —BOAT DRIVER SHOULD INSTRUCT ALL RIDERS OF RULES AND 
WARNINGS 
> 

> —IN RIDING POSITION THE RIDER AND TUBE ARE AT 45 DEGREE ANGLE 
TO THE WATER 
> WHEN KITING 
> 

> —AVOID FLOATING OBJECTS 
> 

> —DO NOT THROW AWAY OWNERS MANUAL, YOU MUST REVIEW 
PERIODICALLY, ESPECIALLY 

mmm 
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> BEFORE ALLOWING OTHERS TO USE OR BORROW YOUR KITE TUBE 
> 

> —ALL RIDERS SHOULD BE TOWED AT SPEEDS THAT ALLOW FOR 
REASONABLE CONTROL 
> AND STABILITY 
> 

> 

> 

> 

ffl mmm 
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Tue, Aug 30, 2005 2:34 PM 

Subject: BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH...KITE TUBING 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 5:05 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

AGhyifTBli ISyNOT., qTAST IN .CONCRETE, SO CAN CHANGE ALL 01̂  NOTHING..."..TT IS 
IMPjORTANT TO BE RIGHT AND NOT LEAVE OURSELVES OPEN TO LEGAL'ISSUES, s6 , 
PLEASE/CHECK WORDING, ETC AND IF I FORGOT SOMETHING PLEASE LET ME 
I^QW./. .THE REGULAR WSIA WARNING PATCH WILL BE USED ALSO, BUT THAT IS 
STANDARD, AND THIS IS NEW CONCEPT THAT BESIDES GOING ON THE WATER/FLIES 
M E R / ' ,'•/' .. y 
^feE WATER •: . 

BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH 
DRIVER SHOULD BE AT LEAST 16 YEARS OF AGE AND HAVE TAKEN SOME COAST 

GUARD .,^^.#-^|?.sC- S ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^"l-t'-iJL.-t* 
SOA¥iN€^^ee«SSE Q 

HAVE^LARGE WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW MIRROR(20 INCH LENGTH) TO KEEP EYE ON 

KITE C3«^!'ELEVATION, SLOW SPEED DOWN TO REDUCE HEIGHT, A SUDDEN GUST OF 
WIND CAN SEND THE RIDER UP TO 20 FOOT HEIGHT OR MORE IN HALF A SECOND 

HAVE SPOTTER THAT PAYS ATTENTION AND COMMUNICATES WITH BOAT DRIVER 

IT IS THE DRIVER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ADJUST BOAT SPEED TO REDUCE THE 
HEIGHT OF THE KITE TUBE 

-—THE KITE TUBE IS NOT LIKE ANY OTHER TOW TUBE, THIS CAN HAVE SUSTAINED 
HEIGHT FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME OR LIKE A WATER BALLET PERFORMANCE 

WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER WEEIGHT AND LENGTH OF TOW ROPE ARE BIG 
VARIALBES, PAY ATTENTION, ADJUST THE BOAT SPEED FREQUENTLY TO FIT 
CONDITIONS . 

AVOID EXCESSIVE KITE HEIGHT(ABQVE 10 FEET) --Vl̂ î iî ^̂ ''̂ ^̂ '̂/'̂ ^̂  
/>UHjt^a/ie^l/y>-t--6i't,*-¥'^ 

-—AVOID EXCESSIVE BOAT SPEED, 6THER^SE WILL REACH NEW HEIGHTS 

THIS IS THE MOST CHALLENGING TOWABLE YOU HAVE EVER USED, HAVE PRE RIDE 
MEETING WITH SPOTTER AND RIDER TO DISCUSS EXPECTATIONS 

DISCOVER THE BEST CONDITIONS FOR KITE TUBING BAS 
WIND 
AND BOAT SPEED 

GIVE WAY TO ALL OTHER WATER USERS, ESPECIALLY SAILING BOATS 

THE KITE TUBE CAN SUSTAIN FLIGHT WITH A STEADY HEAD WIND AND BOAT 
SPEED, 
JUST DEPENDS ON HOW LONG THE BOAT CAN GO STRAIGHT INTO THE WIND OR HOW 
LONG 
THE LAKE IS? 

/ f ^ ; > M > ^ / / I l / ^ ^ f > ^ l / ^ U ^ _ , p , , ^ 
, - ^ ^ .4/cM-^ / U ^ . 7 ^ ^ ^ , - - ^ , ^ . . ^ i ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^n-c /^i>i'i.j- - / r / 
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THE LARGE PANORAMIC WINDOW ENABLES YOU TO SEE THE RIDER 

DON'T GAMBLE WITH RIDER SAFETY, DRIVER MUST ACCEPT 100% RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR SAFETY OF RIDER 

WHEN STARTING OUT THEIR IS GOOD DRAG, HAVE THE RIDER KEEP THE NOSE UP 
USING THE LEASH ROPE AND AS THE KITE TUBE RISES THE DRAG BECOMES MUCH LESS 

BOAT/DRIVER JCANNOT BE IN-ATTENTIVE, MOST BOATING ACCIDENTS HAPPEN IN 
LESS TEMi 2 ,^EC0NDS .. .REACTION TIME IS ABOUT 120 TO 255 FEET OF BOAT 
LENGTH-7^-/-i50/NOT LET YOUR MIND WANDER, FOCUS ON 

NEVgR UqE> 
TO MAINTAIN 

TYOtr~ARE DOING 

SO STRONG THAT YOU ARE UNABLE 

THE KITE TUBE IS AN AIRFOIL OF EXTREMELY LIMITED CAPABILITIES WITH 
REGARD 
TO THE WIND OR TURBURLENCE 

DON'T [N E RICi 3 TOI 

-—BOAT DRIVER SHOULD INSTRUCT ALL RIDERS OF R U L E ^ AND WARNINGS /-^T'^s'tb'''^*^ 

IN RIDING POSITION THE RIDER AND TUBE ARE AT 45 DEGREE ANGLE TO THE 
WATER 
WHEN KITING 

— A V O I D FLOATING OBJECTS ^ ^ U ^ /Tt^.^.-t^^^Ti'-^^-^^^i^^ ( ^ - ^ 7 ^ ^ . , : ^ 

DO NOT THROW AWAY OWNERS MANUEL, YOU MUST REVIEW PERIODICALLY, 
ESPECIALLY 
BEFORE ALLOWING OTHERS TO USE OR BORROW YOUR KITE TUBE 

ALL RIDERS SHOULD BE TOWED AT SPEEDS THAT ALLOW FOR REASONABLE CONTROL 
AND STABILITY v 

»o-

i i / > — 'LJ^ -"^ 

'K l 

S/^./7/^ 

bJilLm^ 
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Thu, Aug 2 5, 2005 5:08 PM 

Subject: BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH...KITE TUBING 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 5:05 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <Ieroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

h G h ^ THI^ IS NOT GASTRIN CONCRETE, SO CAN, CHANGE 
TO B^ RIGHT /(ND N0T.,.I:'EAVE OURSELVES OP 

iHECI5;'̂ \̂ RDING,/ETC ANl) I J? I Fpi^GOl/SOME:^! 
' I^GU^R VfSIA.wiRNIMS PA'f'CH WILL BE U 
ANIi TJilS /s KKlW CONCEPT THAT BE^ZDES G 

BOAT DRIVER WARNING OR INFORMATION PATCH 
DRIVER SHOULD BE AT LEAST 16 YEARS OF AGE AND. HAVE TAKEN SOME COAST 

GUARD 
BOATING COURSE 

HAVE LARGE WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW MIRROR(20 INCH LENGTH) TO KEEP EYE ON 

KITE J^BER ELEVATION, SLOW SPEED DOWN TO REDUCE HEIGHT, A SUDDEN GUST OF 
WIND CAN SEND THE RIDER UP TO 20 FOOT HEIGHT OR MORE IN HALF A SECOND 

HAVE SPOTTER THAT PAYS ATTENTION AND COMMUNICATES WITH BOAT DRIVER 

IT IS THE DRIVER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ADJUST BOAT SPEED TO REDUCE THE 
HEIGHT OF THE KITE TUBE 

THE KITE TUBE IS NOT LIKE ANY OTHER Te*FWBE, THIS CAN HAVE SUSTAINED 
HEIGHT FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME ̂ A LIKE A WATER BALLET PERFORMANCE 

WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER WEEIGHT AND LENGTH OF TOW ROPE ARE BIG 
VARIA^BS, PAY ATTENTION, ADJUST THE BOAT SPEED FREQUENTLY TO FIT 
CONDITIONS 

AVOID EXCESSIVE KITE HEIGHT(ABOVE 10 FEET) 

AVOID EXCESSIVE BOAT SPEED,'̂ T)'Tp;lwiSE WILL REACH NEW HEIGHTS 

THIS IS THE MOST CHALLENGING TOWABLE YOU HAVE EVER USED, HAVE PRE RIDE 
MEETING WITH SPOTTER AND RIDER TO DISCUSS EXPECTATIONS 

DISCOVER THE BEST CONDITIONS FOR KITE TUBING BASED_pN RIDER WEIGHT, 
WIND 
AND BOAT SPEED 

ED ON RIDER WEIC 

ffl mmm 
GIVE WAY TO ALL OTHER WATER USERS, ESPECIALLY SAILING BOATS 

THE KITE TUBE CAN SUSTAIN'FLIGHT WITH A STEADY HEAD WIND AND BOAT 
SPEED, 
JUST DEPENDS ON HOW LONG THE BOAT CAN GO STRAIGHT INTO THE WIND OR HOW 
LONG 
THE LAKE I S ? 
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Tue, Aug 30, 2005 2:32 PM 

Subject: KITE TUBINGS MORE THOUGHTS 
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2005 3:09 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 

1...SAFELY CONNECT YOUR .ffOWABLE TO THE BOAT., USE K2/2375 LBS TOW ROPE/ 
NOT 
EXCEEDINMG 65 FOOT LENGTH 

TOW ROPES ARE SUBJECT TO STRETCHING, WEAR AND TEAR, WARN RIDERS AND 
JPEOPLEIN THE.BOAT OF DAĴ GER OF ROPES RECOILING 

'iT...AVOID BEING IN THE PROXIMITY OF THE BOATS'S PROPELLER AT ALL TIMES. 
JJS> 
YOUR TOW ROPE BECOMES TANGLED IN THE PROPELLER, SHUT THE ENGINE OFF AND 
REMOVE KEY FROM IGNITION BEFORE UNTANGLING ROPE FROM THE PROPELLER... 

4...TOW ROPE ANMD TOWABLES LEFT IN THE DIRECT SUNLIGHT WILL DETERIORATE 

r QUICKLY, SO WHEN NOT USING, STORE IN COOL DRY WITH NO DIRECT SUNLIGHT 

*****KITE TUBING IS A NEW AND EXCITING WAY^TO EXPERIENCE TUBING. IT 
ALLOWS 
FOR THE RIDER TO EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF FLIGHT. AS WITH ALL OF OUR 
TUBES, 
KITE TUBING INVOLVES INHERENT RISKS AND REQUIRES ADDITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND 
TAKING EXTRA PRECAUTIONS. SPEEDS AND MANEUVERS SHOULD BE KEEP TO MINIMUM 
UNTIL THE DRIVER AND TUBE RIDER GET A GOOD FEEL FOR WHAT THE^ TUBE WILL DO 
AND HOW TO REACT TO DRAG, SPEED AND BALANCE '^/f/'/^A^ -A dJ-T-fty'/̂  

WARNING, DRIVER, RIDER, SPOTTER. 

CONSTRUCTION OF KITE TUBE.(OUTSIDE 840D NYLON COVER AND HEAVY GAUGE INSIDE 
BLADDERS) IT IS DOUBLE SKIN ROUND OR SAUCER CONCEPT WITH OUTSIDE 
INFLATION RING AND SEPERATE INSIDE SLOTTING SYSTEM FOR FEET, HAND'S AND 
LEGS. IT TOWS FROM THE SINGLE TOW POINT IN THE FRONT AND HAS ALUMINUM 
QUICK 
CONNECTOR FOR EZ ROPE CONNECTION THE. KITE TUBE HAS LARGE PANORAMIC 
WINDOW SO RIDER CAN SEE HOW HIGH HE OR SHE IS AND FOR THE BOAT DRIVER TO 
VIEW THE RIDER. THE KITE TUBE IS VENTED ON THE BOTTOM TO RELEASE WATER OR 
MOISTURE THAT BUILDS UP BETWEEN THE DOUBLE COVERS THE MULTIPLE HANDLES 
ARE NON-SLIP AND PLACED IN CORRECT HOLD POSITION THE KITE TUBE IS 
DESIGNED TO CATCH AIR ON THE UNDERSIDE TO CREATE LIFT FOR THE 
RIDER...THEREFORE WE HAVE ELIMINATED THE BLADDDER FROM PART OF THE MAIN 
BODY 
FOR THIS SOLE PURPOSE 

SN FOOT OR 2̂ 20 INCH DIAMETER, WEIGHS APPROXIMATELY 45 POUNDS 

fe®JI!l 
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Tue, Aug 30, 2005 1:48 PM 

Subject: Re: KITE TUBINGS MORE THOUGHTS 
Date: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:48 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 

On 08/24/2005 3:09 PM, "Leroy Peterson" <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> wrote: 

> 1...SAFELY CONNECT YOUR TOWABLE TO THE BOAT., USE K2/2375 LBS TOW ROPE/ 
NOT 
> EXCEEDINMG 65 FOOT LENGTH 
> 
> 2 TOW ROPES ARE SUBJECT TO STRETCHING, WEAR AND TEAR, WARN RIDERS 
AND 
> PEOPLE IN THE BOAT OF DANGER OF ROPES RECOILING 
> 
> 3 AVOID BEING IN THE PROXIMITY OF THE BOATS'S PROPELLER AT ALL TIMES. 
IF • 
> YOUR TOW ROPE BECOMES TANGLED IN THE PROPELLER, SHUT THE ENGINE OFF AND 
> REMOVE KEY FROM IGNITION BEFORE UNTANGLING ROPE FROM THE PROPELLER... 
> 
> 4...TOW ROPE ANMD TOWABLES LEFT IN THE DIRECT SUNLIGHT WILL DETERIORATE 
VERY 
> QUICKLY, SO WHEN NOT USING, STORE IN COOL DRY WITH NO DIRECT SUNLIGHT 
> 
> *****KITE TUBING IS A NEW AND EXCITING WAY TO EXPERIENCE TUBING. IT 
ALLOWS 
> FOR THE RIDER TO EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF FLIGHT. AS WITH ALL OF OUR 
TUBES, 
> KITE TUBING INVOLVES INHERENT RISKS AND REQUIRES ADDITIONAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND 
> TAKING EXTRA PRECAUTIONS. SPEEDS AND MANEUVERS SHOULD BE KEEP TO. 
MINIMUM 
> UNTIL THE DRIVER AND TUBE RIDER GET A GOOD FEEL FOR WHAT THE TUBE WILL 
DO 
> AND HOW TO REACT TO DRAG, SPEED AND BALANCE 
> 
> WARNING, DRIVER, RIDER, SPOTTER 
> 
> CONSTRUCTION OF KITE TUBE.(OUTSIDE 840D NYLON COVER AND HEAVY GAUGE 
INSIDE 
> BLADDERS) IT IS DOUBLE SKIN ROUND OR SAUCER CONCEPT WITH OUTSIDE 
> INFLATION RING AND SEPERATE INSIDE SLOTTING SYSTEM FOR FEET, HAND'S AND 
> LEGS. IT TOWS FROM THE SINGLE TOW POINT IN THE FRONT AND HAS ALUMINUM 
QUICK 
> CONNECTOR FOR EZ ROPE CONNECTION THE KITE TUBE HAS LARGE PANORAMIC 
> WINDOW SO RIDER CAN SEE HOW HIGH HE OR SHE IS AND FOR THE BOAT DRIVER TO 
> VIEW THE RIDER. THE KITE TUBE IS VENTED ON THE BOTTOM TO RELEASE WATER 
OR 
> MOISTURE THAT BUILDS UP BETWEEN THE DOUBLE COVERS THE MULTIPLE 
HANDLES 
> ARE NON-SLIP AND PLACED IN CORRECT HOLD POSITION THE KITE TUBE IS 

CSiiil 
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> DESIGNED TO CATCH AIR ON THE UNDERSIDE TO CREATE LIFT FOR THE 
> RIDER... THEREFORE WE HAVE ELIMINATED THE BLADDDER FROM PART OF THE MAIN 
BODY 
> FOR THIS SOLE PURPOSE 
> 
> TEN FOOT OR 120 INCH DIAMETER, WEIGHS APPROXIMATELY 45 POUNDS 
> 
> 
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( Wed, Aug 24, 2005 2:21 PM 

Subject: KITE TUBE HEIGHT WARNING 
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2005 2:18 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 

WARNING WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU GO NO HIGHER THAN 10 FOOT HEIGHT WHEN 
TOWING OR RIDING THE KITE TUBE JUST THINK OF THE FALL, IN NORMAL TUBING 
YOU CAN GET THROWN OFF AND GO UP TO 15 FOOT HEIGHT, BUT WITH KITING TUBE 
YOU 
ARE ALREADY AT CERTAIN HEIGHT AND YOU CAN GET THROWN EVEN HIGHER AT A 
BOAT SPEED OF 10, 20, 30 MPH AND AT A HEIGHT OF 0/10 FOOT, 10/20 FOOT THE 
WATER GETS MUCH HARDER̂ '... SO CONTROL YOUR HEIGHT AND BOAT SPEED AND WATCH 
OUT FOR GUS|lTY WINDS OR CROSS WINDS 

1/3(7^17/0 

77Jii7j^ 

I " 
Uinu /U-

7 ffl HiBjiK 
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( Tue, Aug 30, 2005 2:33 PM 

Subject: KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:37 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

PLEASE REVIEW THIS STATEMENT AND CORRECTION ARE WELCOME OR OTHER 
IDEAS LEROY 

WE HAVE DESIGNED A NEW STYLE TOW ROPE FOR USE WITH THE KITE TUBE. IT IS 
INCLUDED WITH THE KITE TUBE. OVERALL THE TETHER TOW ROPE IS 65 FOOT 
LENGTH, 
BUT CAN BE SHORTENED TO 55 FOOT LENGTH AND 45 FOOT LENGTH. SINCE THE KITE 
TUBE IS UNLIKE ANY PREVIOUS TOWABLE TUBE, WE BELIEVE THAT BOTH THE BOAT 

/ DRIVER(CAPTAIN) AND RIDER ARE NOVICES OR BEGINNERS. WE RECOMMEND THE 
FOLLOWING TO GET THE HANG OF KITING, HOW THE KITE TUBE ACTS BEING TOWED BY 

iV^THE BOAT AND HOW THE WIND AFFECTS THE FLIGHT WHILE BE RIDDEN BY A 
RIDER EXPERIENCE IS THE BEST TEACHER 
STEP 1 hLL.^^^^^<&R BEGINNERS START FIRST: WITH 45 FOOT TETHER 
TOW , 

..USE AT LEAST 12 TIMES Qf^^/^.,^L/^t&^^:U<)3<:ii^^ TO ROPE LENGTH. 
GET SOME EXPERIENCE 
STEP 2 INTERMEDIATE* 
FOOT LENGTH USE AT LEAST 24 TIMES OF 
TO' 
GET MORE EXPERIENCE 
STEP 3 MASTER. . .INCREASE THE TETHER TOW ROPE TO 65 FOOT LENGTH—USE 
AT 

CAN INCREASE THE TETHER TOW ROPE TO 55 

LEAST 48 TIMES .QR' ^ i "yri^^ TO GAIN MORE EXPERIENCE. 

ACTUALLY YOU CAN SPEND ALL SUMMER GAINING EXPERIENCE KITING AND REALLY 
STILL NOT HAVE EXPERIENCED ALL THINGS, WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER 
WEIGHT WEIGHT , . / 

CREATE MANY VARIABLES f ^ O P ^ ^ ^ - ^ - ^ ^ 

d J l j l M ^ I/^'-^^ ^ I 

/ ' 

Wd^r^ 
WlOilliil ^ 
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' ' / Thu, Aug 25,2005 10:51 AM 

Subject: KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:37 AM ^ ^ f ^ ^ O - - r - 'J 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> /^TJTTT' l / T r f T f ^ 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> - """""'^ ^ 

PLEASE REVIEW THIS STATEMENT AND CORRECTION ARE WELCOME OR OTHER 
IDEAS LEROY 

WE HAVE DESIGNED A NEW STYLE TOW ROPE FOR USE WITH THE KITE TUBE. IT IS 
INCLUDED WITH THE KITE TUBE. OVERALL THE TETHER TOW ROPE IS 65 FOOT 
LENGTH, 
BUT CAN BE.SHORTENED TO 55 FOOT LENGTH AND 45 FOOT LENGTH. SINCE THE KITE 
TUBE IS UNLIKE ANY PREVIOUS TOWABLE ̂ ^ , WE BELIEVE THAT d&ftl^'THE BOAT 
DRIVER (CAPTAIN) AND RIDER ARE NOVICEfS OR BEGINNERS. WE RECOMMEND THE 
FOLLOWING TO GET THE HANG OF KITING, HOW THE KITE TUBE ACTS BEING TOWED BY 
THE BOAT AND HOW THE WIND AFFECTS THE FLIGHT WHILE BE RIDDEN BY A 
RIDER EXPERIENCE IS THE BEST TEACHER 
STEP 1 ALL NOVICES OR BEGINNERS START FIRST: WITH 45 FOOT TETHER 
TOW ̂ ^yee. . >K<LV 
ROPE LENGTH...USE AT LEAST 12 TIMES OR >A TOgAL C»̂ -.̂ ~-'«0eRS*'TTjTGHT*T*TME TO 
GET -^^JK EXPERIENCE 
STEP 2 INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED CAN INCREASE THE TETHER TOW ROPE TO 55 
FOOT LENGTH USE AT LEAST 24 TIMES OR A_JX)TMh-^!-*9-WE«K^-F-fci€HT TIME 

(5ET MORE EXPERIENCE 
STEP 3 MASTER...INCREASE THE TETHER TOW ROPE TO 65 FOOT LENGTH—USE 
AT 7Vt>r7jL-
LEAST 48 TIMES OR -OVER 2-JQ 3 ttONTH&--̂ ÎGH¥---TTMg=»fÔ A1EN--WORE EXPERIENCE. 

ACTUALLY YOU CAN SPEND ALL SUMMER GAINING EXPERIENCE KITING AND REALLY 
STILL NOT HAVE EXPERIENCED ALL TIBiWeS, WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER 
WEIGHT 
CREATE MANY VARIABLES ^ ^ / ffl WM| 
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Fri, Aug 26, 2005 5:53 PM 

Subject: A sport? 
Date: Friday, August 26, 2005 12:35 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

f0/^07) ii^i^ 
TOWABLES! A SPORT? 
WHAT IS A SPORT? //iij/pJ 
A CHALLENGE? ^AJ/^^/ /C/I A//-/IJ^ (JiMcyi^ 
NEED BALANCE? 
SOME STRENGTH? i- i 
ANIT-GRAVITY? 4)tm.^ < 

EXCITING? 
EXTREME? HAVE ABILITY? 
IS SAFE? 
ENJOYABLE? 
NEEOrPRACTICE? . 
NEEDS EXPERIENCE? ' ( T ] t i m n 
HAVE COMMON SENSE? \ \ \ m;7WiMi 
IS WILD AND CRAZY? 
HAS SPILLS AND FALLS? 
WATER SKIIS, WAKEBOARDS, KNEE BOARDS ARE ALL TQWABLES AND REQUIRES A 
PRACTICED SKILL LEVEL ACHIEVED WITH EXPERIENCE. THE "WEGO KITE TUBE" IS 
ANOTHER TETHERED TOWABLE THAT REQUIRES ALL THE ABOVE BESIDES 
FUNCTIONING LIKE A REGULAR TOWABLE, THIS ONE CAN TRAVEL AT A SUSTAINED 
HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND TRULY BE A WATER BALLET PERFORMANCE. THE 
"KITE 
TUBE" IS A NEW SPORTS EXPERIENCE AWAY WEGO 

_ _ ,:ANOTH^ ô aTY;..rit̂ sKi 
c y ^ y ' , ^ / ' . . " ' / . . . y ^•'' /:. •'• ^ 

/ ^ iW^^ ^ ^ ^ 
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/'/ \^^^\fyy^;^ 
Tue, Aug 30, 2005 2:34 PM 

Subject: WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE KITE TUBE OR INTRODUCTION TO 
KITE TUBING 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:49 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

I BEMiEVjB T ^ U S CAN BB^SHC^EJKpT, BUT-^I THINK NEED BRIEF STATEMENT FGR"^ 
FR0#,.;;̂  / / ...^£^y>^- ' " ' ' • / ' y 7 . '•" 
OF C(^OR/60X THAT/|̂ PllAtNS:.-THE KITE TUBE I.".... PLEASE REVIEW, MAKE 

IRjfeFfON^, plJLg^tpii^- QR IflPROVEMEN-r;. . . . . . LEROY 

;,"KITE TUBING", THE DREAM OF FLYING BECOMES REAL, 

PREPARED TO REACH NEW HEIGHTS. SPEND THE SUMMER GAINING THE EXPERIENCE 

'RIDE THE KITE TUBE. DO NOT BE SURPRISED, THIS "KITE TUBE" IS DESIGNED 
TO 
GLIDE, SOAR, FLY AND KITE. 
YOU CAN USE IT LIKE A DECK TUBE IN THE WHIPS, FIGURE EIGHT'S, CIRCLES, BfS, 
IT "KITES" THE BEST IN A STRAIGHT BOAT PATTERN DIRECTLY INTO THE WIND..... 
TJjIiDp0FF, liJiBmiSF, THE "KITE TUBE" WILL RISE OUT OF THE WATER SLOWLY OR 
QUICKLY BASED ON THE RIDER WEIGHT, WIND AND BOAT SPEED EXPECT THE UN 
EXPECTED. 

THE BASIC IDEA BEHIND "KITE TUBING" IS SIMPLE. THE KITE TUBER KNEELS OR 
STANDS ON THE TUBE THAT IS TETHERED TO THE TOW BOAT. AS THE BOAT MOVES 
FORWARD INTO THE WIND, THE KITE TUBE AND R^DER RISE FROM THE WATER'S 
SURFACE jai(^\^4^'pprt^ ^^^ t^^-ttTZZt^ ^ ^ ' t Z ^ £ ^ J ^ l ^ ̂ 2 ^ 
TO-«3E:a3R£fiL^EE&-5»RU--TH&-AIR WITH THE RIDER BALANCING ON TOP. 

KITE TUBING IS NOT AS DANGEROUS AS.SOME EXTREME SPORTS, HOWEVER IT J^^MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN REGUlll̂ R TUBING. IN KITE TUBING, SAFETY HAS TO BE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY. EVERYONE IS lCMi«flBM^ BEGINNER, READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND 
WARNINGS BEFORE USING AND START SLOW AND USE 45 FOOT TOW ROPE LENGTH. 

jjl-M.fS't'^^'''-'^ 
I u 

MMm 

- e t ^ ^ n ^ , 
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i7M'(7 m xiA---
Thu, Aug 25, 2005 10:53 AM 

Subject: WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE KITE TUBE OR INTRODUCTION TO 
KITE TUBING 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:49 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

IIUS CAN BE^-'SHORTENED, BUT I THINK NEED BRIEF STATEMENT FOR 
.'? .•-/• , v ^ ^ . ' . - : . ' .•%- -.- .. . ,;•" , ..?•• . ^ ^ a * & " * T ' .....CJ"^^ 

•'•' ^•"''•'•' - ' ^ • ' • • • ' / . - • ' * ' ••'•'' ,• ' •••""" • ' ' • • ' " ' • ••• rtt? f ' 

X̂/̂ HAjJ-'EkPLAlEijŜ /T̂ HE' KITE' TUBE. . . . . .PLEASE: liEVIEW',-MilKE 
"'' DELE'PJPIJ'S ;'43R lfc>Rj9yEMENT.... ..LEROY-.'-'"' :̂,. 

A-JreW^^T^^NG^^EX^^TOrCE, "KITE TURING", THE DREAM OF FLYING BEC(MES REAL, 

PREPARElfr^TO REACH NEW HEIGHTS. 

,30" R*©.E THff KITE TUBE. DO N 6 T BE SURPRISED^ THIS "KITE TUBE" IS DESIGNED 
TO * . V ^ 
GLIDE,,.-SOAR, FLY AND' KITE. " ••""'" 
YOtTCAN USE IT LIKE A DECK TUBE ^ S ^ ^ WHIPS, FIGURE EIGHT'S, CIRCLES^ i ^ 

"KITES" JTHE BEST IN A STRAIGHT BOAT PATTERN DIRECTLY INTO THE WIND 
IISSWF, THE "KITE TUBE" WILL RISE OUT OF THE WATER SLOWLY OR 

'QUICKLY BASED ON THE RIDER WEIGHT, WIND AND BOAT SPEED EXPECT THE UN-=» 
EXPECTED. 

THENBASIC IDEA BEHIND "KITE TUBING" IS SIMPLE. THE KITE TUBEtl KNEELS OR 

7- SPEND THE SUMMER GAINING THE EXPERIENCE 

STANDS ON THE TUBE THAT IS TETHERED TO THE TOW BOAT. AS THE BOAT MOVES 
TORWARD I N T O T H E WIND, THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER RISE FROM THE WATER'S 

( SURFACE U p : ^ 
\ TO H 6 P O R GLIDE THRU THE AIR WITH THE RIDER BALANCING ON TOP. 

KtTE TUBING IS NOT AS-PANGEROUS AS SOME EXTREME SPORTS, HOWEVER IT IS MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN REG^^R^ TUBING. IN KITE TUBING, SAFETY HAS TO BE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY. EVERYONE IS NOVICE OR BEGINNER, READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND 
WARNINGS BEFORE USING AND START SLOW AND USE 45 FOOT TOW ROPE LENGTH. 

(l^A/^^/i^.A^0M^r'A ^^i^ ^ ^ 7 7/u>iii fflfiai 

iMia-Q ^^-^iJ ̂  
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Wed, Aug 24, 2005 2:06 PM 

Subject: Re: KITE TUBING WARNINGS, INFORMATION, DESCRIPTION, 
ETC PROPOSED(MADECORRECTIONS) = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2005 2:01 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <ieroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 

On 08/24/2005 12:04 PM, "Leroy Peterson" <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> wrote: 

> HELLO EVERYONE WE ARE NOW WORKING ON THE KITE TUBE MANUEL, WARNINGS, 
> ETC DESCRIPTIONS PLEASE REVIEW THE FOLLOWING...! HAVE NOT 
INCLUDED 
> OUR NORMAL WARNINGS, SINCE THAT WILL BE GIVEN, BUT I AM INTERESTED IN 
THE 
> UNIQUE THINGS THAT ARE SOLEY THE KITE TUBE PLEASE REVIEW AND SEND 
ME ^ 
> BACK YOUR THOUGHTS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS LEROY 
>..-- "'""̂ ^~' " • — - - . 
>(^_^.RELEASE OF LIABILITY.,.' BY ASSEMBLING AND INFLATING THE KITE TUBE, 
YOT ^ ~- - - -" •• - 7 - ^̂  ^ -̂  ^ 
^^GREE THAT YOU HAVE. READ AND UNDERSTjP(3P THE ENTIRE SPORTSSTUFF'S PRODUCT 
OWNER' S ^ ^ • "̂  *^ "" ~" — • 
"MMUEL", INCLUDING ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS CONTAINED _IN THAT 
MATERIAL, ' " " ~ 
"^RIOR-^O USING THE^KITE TUBE. YOU ADDITIONALLY AGREE THAT YOU WILL E_NSURE 

ADDITIpN.AÎ ,.„OR SyB£EQUEOT_USER̂ ^̂ ^ ' TUBE WILL READ AND UNDERSTAND 

ENTIRÊ gWNER'S MANlj^ ^ [jlAiM'/U [llL U /̂l&U Ẑ -̂̂ :-̂  [^^^^rM|r^^ 

> ASSUMPTION OF RISK USE OF THE KITE TUBE INVOLVES CERTAIN INHERENT 
> RISKS, DANGERS, AND HAZARDS WHICH CAN RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY ^ig^DEATH 
TO 
> THE USER. IN USING THE KITE TUBE, YOU FREELY AGREE TO ASSUME AND AND 
ACCEPT 
> ANY OR ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN RISKS OF INJURY TO YOU AND TO THIRD PARTIES 
> WHILE USING THIS EQUIPMENT. THE RISKS INHERENT IN THIS SPORT CAN BE 
GREATLY 
> REDUCED BY ABIDING BY THE WARNING GUIDELINES LISTED IN THE OWNER'S 
MANUEL 
> AND BY USING COMMON SENSE 
> . . . .̂  
> RELEASE AND WAIVER OF CLAIMS IN CONSIDERAT^:^feft^' FOR THE SALE OF 
THE 
> SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE TO YOU. YOU HEREBY AGREE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT 
> PERMITTED BY LAW, AS FOLLOWS 
> 
> TO WAIVE ANY AND ALL CLAIMS • THAT YOU. HAVE OR MAY IN THE FUTURE 
HAVE 
> AGAINST SPORTSSTUFF AND ALL RELATED PARTIES RESULTING FROM USE OF THE 
KITE 
> TUBE 

IA Page 1 of 6 

mailto:ieroyp@sportsstuff.com
mailto:everyone@sportsstuff.com
mailto:leroyp@sportsstuff.com
mailto:leroyp@sportsstuff.com


> . . • 

> ,̂ Q__RELgASE SPORTSSTUFF AND ALL RELATED PARTIES FROM ANY AND ALL 
> LIABILITTT FOR ANY LOSS, DAMAGE, INJURY OR EXPENSE THAT YOU OR ANY USERS 
OF 
> THE KITE TUBE MAY SUFFER, OR THAT YOUR NEXT OF KIN MAY SUFFER AS RESULT 
OF 
> THE USE OF THE KITE TUBE, DUE TO ANY CAUSE WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING 
NEGLIGENCE 
> OR BREACH OF CONTRACT ON THE PART OF SPORTSSTUFF AND ALL RELATED PARTIES 
IN 
> THE DESIGN OR MANUFACTURE OF THE SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE. 
> IN THE EVENT OF YOUR DEATH OR INCA^PACITY, ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED 
HERWEIN ' 
> SHALL BE EFFECTIVE AND BINDING UPON THE HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, EXECUTORS, 
> ADMINSTRATORS, ASSIGNS AND REPRESENTATIVES. SPORTSSTUFF- RELATED PARTIES 
> HAVE NOT MADE AND EXPRESSLY DENY ANY ORAL OR WRITTEN REPRESENTATION 
OTHER 
> THAN WHAT IS SET FORTH HEREIN AND THE SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE MANUEL. 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

WARNINGS -y^ 
1 AVOID GUSTY^WINDS, USE IN LIGHT TO MODERATE WINDS, W^^D GUSTS CAN 
CAUSE THIS PRODU^ TO EXPERIENCE SUDB^ CHANGES IN HEIGH'] 
2 USE IN AT LEAST 6 FOOT OF W|kTOR DEPTH, THE HIGHE^^OU KITE THE 

DEEPER y ^ 
THE WATER S^ULD BE (NEVER USE pT SHALLOW WATERS) 
> 3 THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER AND RIDER ARE AI^ NOVICE'S, 
4....VLEARN IN LIGHT STEAE^ WIND, START SLOW 
5.-.y;.YOUR BODY WEIGH'T/fS FACTOR ON BALANCE JiiJD CONTROL, SHIFTING YOUR 
WEiGHT HELPS TO C0N"™5L THE FLIGHT (RIDER IS BALLAST) 
pr . HAVE PRE RIDJBMDISCUSSION WITH RIDER, BOAT DRIVER AND OBSERVER 

UNDER/I0 FOOT OF HEIGHT 
A SjPEADY WIND, FLIGHT 0C;2URS MORE EASILY AND WITH THE WIND 

SY BASED ON RIDER WEIGHT, A LIGHTER PERSON WLEJL KITE 

TAKE IT EASY 

7 STAY 
8 INTO 

FLIGHT 
> IS NOT SO 
EASIER 
THAN HEAVIER PERSON 

10 MPH WpiD. . .ABOUT 20 MPH BOAT SPEED 
15 MPH WIND...ABOUT 15 MPH BOAT SPEI 
20 MPJKWIND... ABOUT 10 MPH BOAT Sî EED 

9.....DO NOT OVER-ESTIMATE YOUR ABILITY-THIS TAjicES A PRACTICED SKILL 
LEVEL 
> 10 KEEP NOSEytfP.WHEN STARTING OUT, USE LEASH TO HELP YOU 
> 11...THE TOW R0PE IS INCLUDED AND IS SEGMENTED 65/55/45 FOOT ADJU 
LENGTHS, USE T«E 45 FOOT LENGTH TO START ̂ T H AND FOR LEARNING 

SAFETY IS IN THE HANDS 
100 YARDS FRQM SHORE, 

REAR TRANSOME TOW POIN 

THE BOAT DRIVER 
BOAT TRAFFIC ; /fi,fU^ 

USING HIGHER TOW POINI MEANS THE 

> 12. 
> 13. 
> 14. 
KITE 
> TUB^ CAN FLY HIGHER 
> 15 DO NOT EXCEED 200 
WEIGHT, 
> NO MORE THAN ONE PERSON ON THE KITING TUBE 
> 16 WHEN THÊ JiyBE BECOMES AIRBORNE, BALi 
> MOVEMENT. TOO MUCH BODY MOVEMENT COULD CAUSE THE KITE TUBE TO BECOME 
WOBBLY 

5UNDS MAXIMUM WEIGHT, 

LE 

POUNDS MINIMUM 

YOURSELF TO MINIMIZE 
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> AND OVERTURN CENTER 0|XGRAVlTY 
> 17 10 AND 2 0 CLOCK^^^E THE BEST HAND POSITIONS, 
> 18 HANG TIME, FLIGJiT TIME, BEING AIRBORNE, C^^^E 1 SECOND TO MANY 
> MINUTES, DEPENDS AR^WIND, SPEED, WEIGHT A R|>CTLAR BALLET TYPE 
PERFORMANCE 
IS WHAT YOU ARE LOdKING-'F0R( UP AND DOWN) 
> 19...THE LARG^/ PANORAMIC WINDOW ENABLES/THE RIDER TO SEE THE BOAT AND 
VIEW 
> HIS HEIGHT 
> 20 OIJJẐ  KITING, THE RIDER CAN JPORCE THE TUBE DOWN BY PUSHING HIS OR 
HER 
> WEIGH-T/boWN, BUT THIS IS PRACTjECED SKILL ACQUIRED OVER M«NY USES 
> 21. ./C.THE RIDER WILL EXPERÎ JCiE THE DRAG AND THE N0I§J8^F THE RUSHING 
WATER/ 
> AGAINST THE KITE TUBE, BUT'AS THE KITE TUBE RISE§/OUT OF THE WATER, THE 
> QUTET AND THE CALM OF 'HIE AlR JUST RUSHING BY 
> 22 SLOTTING SYST|^ IS DESIGN FOR YOU TO JfiNEEL OR STAND IN AND 
ADJUST 
> YOUR NORTH/SOUTH BALANCE 
> 23 NUMEROUS yjiANDLES ARE POSITIONED XOR YOU TO HELP TO SHIFT YOUR 
WEIGHT 
> TO BALANCE YOUl( EAST/WE ST BALANCE 
> 24 A C0MB;PNATI0N OF FOOT AND HAIJEC HOLDS ENABLES YOU TO ADJUST TO THE 
WIND 
> AND BOAT SPEED AND TO HAVE ENJOYABLE KITE RIDE, 
> 25 DCyHOT USE THIS PRODUCT^ YOU ARE PREGNANT OR COULD BE PREGNANT 
OR IF 
> YOU HAVE NECK OR BACK PROBLEMS 

I ffl S l i l 
> BOAT DRIVER 
> 1 AT LEAST 16 YEARS OF AGE AND HAVE TAKEN SOME COAST GUARD BOATING 
> COURSE 
> 2 HAVE LARGE WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW MIRROR TO KEEP EYE ON KITE TUBER 
> ELEVATION, SLOW SPEED DOWN TO REDUCE HEIGHT, A SUDDEN WIND GUST CAN SEND 
THE 
> KITE TUBER UP TO 20 FOOT HEIGHT IN HALF A SECOND 
> 3 HAVE SPOTTER THAT PAYS ATTENTION 
> 4 IT IS THE DRIVERS RESPONSIBILITY TO ADJUST BOAT SPEED TO REDUCE 
THE 
> HEIGHT OF THE TUBE 
> 5 THE KITE TUBE IS NOT LIKE ANY OTHER TOW TUBE, THIS CAN HAVE 
SUSTAINED 
> HEIGHT KITE, SAIL, SOAR, FLY, GLIDE 
> 6 WIND SPEED, BOAT SPEED, RIDER WEIGHT AND LENGTH OF TOW ROPE ARE 
BIG 
> VARIABLES, PAY ATTENTION, ADJUST BOAT SPEED FREQUENTLY TO FIT CONDITIONS 
> 7. AVOID EXCESSIVE HEIGHT (ABOVE 10 FOOT) 
> 8 AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEED, OTHERWISE WILL REACH NEW HEIGHTS 
> 9 THIS IS THE MOST CHALLENGING TOWABLE YOU HAVE EVER USED, HAVE PRE 
RIDE 
> MEETING WITH SPOTTER, RIDER AND DRIVER TO DISCUSS EXPECTATIONS 
> 10 DISCOVER THE BEST CONDITIONS FOR KITE TUBING BASED ON RIDER 
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WEIGHT, 
> WIND AND BOAT SPEEI 
> 10... GIVE WAY T O ^ L OTHER WATER USERS, ESPECIALLY SAILING BOATS 
> 11 THE KIT^/^UBE CAN SUSTAIN FLIGH^^ITH A STEADY HEAD WIND AND BOAT 
> SPEED, JUST pf^ENDS ON HOW LONG THE P<5AT CAN GO STRAIGHT INTO THE WIND 
OR 
> HOW L 0 N G ^ * H E LAKE IS? 
> 

"̂  'T GAMBLE WITH RIDER/SAFETY, DRIVER ACCEP'^S' 100% RESPONSIBILITY )0N' 

?Y OF RIDER 
THE LARGE PANORAMIC IflNDOW ENABLE YOU TO 
..WHEN STARTING OUTyiHEIR IS GOOD DRAG, 

5E T H E RIDER 
GET THE NOSE UP LESSONS 

> 10, 
FOR 
> Si 
> 

>/i2 

DRAG ONCE AIRBORIJB' THE DRAG IS MUCH LgSS 
> 13 RIDER SHOULD^USE THE LEASH SYSTEI«^0 KEEP THE NOSE UP TILL THE 
BOAT 
> REACH PLANING SPEED 
> 1 4 . . . B O A T DRp?fER CANNOT BE INATTEJJjTlVE, MOST BOATING ACCIDENTS HAPPEN IN 
1 
> TO 2 SECOJJDS.. .REACTION TIME L^ ABOUT 120 TO 255 FEET OF B O A J ^ E N G T H 
DO 
> NOT LESf YOUR MIND WANDER, E O C U S ON WHAT YOU ARE DOING 
> 15..y;NEVER USE THE K I T E ^ B E WITH WIND FORCES SO STRpNG THAT YOU ARE 
> UNABLE TO MAINTAIN PRECISE CONTROL 
> Lff. A KITE TUBE ISyAIRCRAFT OF EXTREMELY LIMIXEO CAPABILITIES WITH 

/>yREGARD TO THE WIND OR TURBURLENCE 
> 17 DON'T KITE IbT ELECTRICAL STORMS 
> 18 BOAT DRIVER SHOULD INSTRUCT ALL RID^f^S OF RULES AND WARNINGS 
> 19 IN UPWIND/RUN, THE KITE TUBE IS NQRHALLY RIDDEN AT 30 TO 45/MGREE 
> ANGLE TO THE WATER ON THE UP WIND RUN 
> 20 AVOID/FLOATING OBJECTS 
> 21...DO NOjT THROW AWAY Y O U R O W N E R S / ' M A N U E L . YOU MUST REVIEW 
PERIODICALLx, 
> ESPECIAM.Y BEFORE ALLOWING OTHERS TO USE OR BORROW YOUR X^TE TUBE, 
REVII 
> W I ^ S ' E A C H N E W RIDER Y O U PUJ 
> 22 ALL RIDERS SHOULD/BE TOWED AT SPEEDS THAT ALIiOW FOR REASONABLE 
> CONTROL AND STABILITY 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
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> DO NOT BE SURPRISED, THIS KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO GLIDE, SOAR, FLY, 
SAIL 
> AND KITE A NEW SPORT, "KITE TUBING". YOU CAN USE IT LIKE A DECK 
TUBE IN 
> WHIPS, FIGURE EIGHTS, CIRCLES, BUT IT KITES THE BEST IN A STRAIGHT BOAT 
> PATTERN DIRECTLY INTO THE WIND TAKE OFF, LIFT OFF, THE KITE TUBE WILL 
> RISE OUT OF THE WATER SLOWLY OR QUICKLY BASED ON THE BOAT OR WIND SPEED 
AND 
> RIDER WEIGHT EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 
> 

TETHERED KITE TUBE TO THE BOAT, KIIJE IS HEAVIER THAN AIR AND RELIES; 
'ON 

THE MOTION OF THE WIND PAST THE KITE TO GENERATE AERODYNAMIC LIFT 
NECESSARY 

> ^ 0 OVERCOME THE WEIGHT OF THE KITE AND THE R I D E R . / THE MOVESffiNT~tJF-AjR 
^ A £ ; 
> THE KITE ALSO GENERATES AERODYNAMIC DRAG WHICH IS OVERCOME BY CONTAINliJG 
THE / 
> KITE WITH THE CONTROL LINE(TETHER). THE INTERACTION OF THESE FORCES-' 
DETERMINES THE OVERALL PERFORMANCE ..„.-......., „.™,,,--' ^ ' 

> WHAT KS KITE TUBING A NEW WATERSPORT THE BASIC IDEA BEHIND KITE 
TUBING/ 7 / .,-0 > IS SIMPLE-—7<^-THE...KITE TUBER KNEELS OR STANDS/ON THE TUBE/THAT/IS 
CONNECTED/' / ./ / y " / ,/• / .x ' / y ' " 
> TO/THE TOW , ^ 0 A T / AS TflE BOJ^T' MOVES FORWARD INTO THE WIN^'THE KITEJIUBE 
AND/ y'' 7 7 / y ^ y 7 y ^ -̂  
> RIDBll RISE ElCOM THE / W A T ^ SURFACfi^^ GLIDE TJH(U THE AIR WITH THE RIDER 
> ^AEANCED Oir THE TOP(op^THE KITE TUBE. 

> KITE TyBiNG I S NOT AS DANGEROUS AS SOME EXTREME SPORTS, HOWEVER I S MORE 
> DANGEROUS THAN .REGULAR TUBIN9. IN KITE TUBING OR ANY FORJM^F POWER 
> K I T ; E N G , SAFETY H A S TO BE TAKgi^ SERIOUSLY ANp' EVERYONE I S ^ N O V I C E OR 
> BEGINNER ' 
> ^ ^ 1. r 
> SPORTS ACTI\/rfiES SUCH AS KITE TUBING ARE INHERENTLY DANGEROUS. 

/KITE 
> TUBE IS ONLY AS SAFE AS THE RIDER USING IT AND THE DRIVER TOWING 
USE 1 
> COMMON SENSE, AS THE RIDER, BOAT DRIVER AND SPOTTER TO REDUCE YOUR RJ6K 

ITIE 

I T . \ 

tiFiiii 
SECONDS)...EXPECT THE > ACCIDENTS HAPPEN IN A BLICK OF AN EY^tv^l 

> UNE^fPECTED/ DON'T FOOL AROUND 
> 
> WI»D SPEED ( M P H ) — • • WIND\EFFECT 
> O/IMPH SMOKE RISES VERTICALLY 
> 2/5 MPH WIND DIRECTION SHOWN BY SMOKE DRIFT 
> 4/i MPH • WIND FELT IN FACE, LEAVES RUSTLE 
> 8/12 MPH LEAVES & TWIGS IN CONSTANT "MOTION, WIND 
EXTENDS j 
> LIGH'TvELAG / 
> 1 3 / 1 8 M ^ • RAISE DUST, LOOSE PAPER, SMALL BRANCHES ARE 
> MOVED \ . / 
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> . 
> 19/24MPH SMALL TREES IN LEAF BEGIN TO SWAY, CRESTED 
> WAVELETS FORM ON INLAND WATERS 
> 25/31MPH • LARGE BRANCHES IN MOTION, WHISTLING HEARD IN 
> POWERLINE, UMBRELLA DIFFICULT TO USE 
> • 

> RIDER CAN USE 
> 1...WET SUIT 
> 2...LIFE JACKET 
> 3...GLOVES 
> 4...GOGGLES 
> 5...HELMET 
> 6...SAFETY FLAG 
> 7...SPOTTER 
> 8...REAR VIEW MIRROR 
> 9 2K TOW ROPE 
> 10...MEGAPHONE 
> 11...WIND METER 
> 
> MOST RIDERS WILL GET THE HANG OF KITING AFTER A DAY OR 2 AND START TO 
> CONTROL IT EFFECTTIVELY AFTER ANOTHER FEW DAYS DO NOT 
OVERESTIMATE 
> YOUR ABILITY OR EXPERIENCE 
> 
NOVICE/BEGINNER 12 TIME USE OR AT LEAST 3 HOURS FLIGHT TIME 

INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 24 TIMES USE OR AT LEAST 3 WEEKS FLIGHT TIME 

MASTER 48 TIMES USE OR OVER 2 TO 3 MONTHS FLIGHT TIME 
> 
> 

> > YOU CAN'T SAY THIS, YOU DON'T KNOW. IT HASN'T EVEN BEEN RODE BY ONE 
PERSON THAT M^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ EACH RIDER IS DIFFERENT, WEATHER COND̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
DIFFERENT ETC THIS IS STRICTLY A GUESS. THE RIDER CAN BE HURT THE FIRST 
TIME OR THE LAST TIME HE USES IT, IT DOESN'T MATTER. 

JIM >7-, 

ffl mmm 
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Tue, Aug 30, 2005 2:33 PM 

Subject: WEGO OR KITE TUBE INFLATION 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:17 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> Uyl^ r u ^ 

INFLATION: WE RECOMMEND YOU USE 1.1 PSI PUMP OR HIGHER TO INFLATE BOTH 
CHAMBERS AND USE LPl HAND PUMP TO TOP OFF THE INFLATION. YOU WANT THE PVC 
BLADDERS TO BE FIRM TO THE TOUCH, SO IN FLIGHT THE KITE TUBE IS FIRM AND 
NOT ^t^'^ 
FLEXIBLE......UNDER-INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE KITE TUBE NOT TO PERFORM AS 
DESIGNED WHEN KITING YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF CORRECTLY INFLATED. THE 
NYLON COVER SHOULD NOT HAVE AN WRINKLES. PROPER INFLATION MEANS YOU WILL 
EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF FLIGHT 

^ ^ U ^ / i ^ ^ . — ^ >-/4i^' 

J t ^ym^^ 
i p y ^ T ^ i^'kj^ ^ 

- J l J I4vm i^--i ^ 
'M/i 

/(>S 

4 J ^ 
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VW'^-s^^ 
Thu, Aug 2 5, 2005 1:38 PM 

Subject: WEGO OR KITE TUBE INFLATION 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:17 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

INFLATION: WE RECOMMEND YOU USE 1.1 PSI PUMP OR HIGHER TO INFLATE BOTH 
CHAMBERS AND USE LPl HAND PUMP TO TOP OFF THE INFLATION. YOU WANT THE PVC 
BLADDERS TO BE FIRM TO THE TOUCH, SO IN FLIGHT THE KITE TUBE IS FIRM AND 
NOT 
FLEXIBLE UNDER-INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE KITE TUBE NOT TO PERFORM AS 
DESIGNED WHEN KITING YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF CORRECTLY INFLATED. THE 
NYLON COVER SHOULD NOT HAVE AN WRINKLES. PROPER INFLATION MEANS YOU WILL 
EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF FLIGHT 

lyouj MJ^/U0., . / / j - i . ^ 
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Tue, Aug 30, 2005 2:33 PM 

Subject: SPECIFICATION FOR KITE TUBE 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:09 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <EVERYONE> 

*120 INCH DIAMETER WITH SLANT CONFIGURATION 
*8 40D NYLON DOUBLE COVER WITH PU COATING 
•REINFORCED TOWING SYSTEM WITH ALUMINUM TOW ROPE SPEED CONNECTOR 
*DOUBLE STICTHING AND COMPUTERIZED SEWING 
*MESH DRAIN PORTS, BARTACKED 
*NYLON ZIPPERED OPENINGS FOR BLADDER INSERTION 
•PARALLEL SLOTTING SYSTEM WITH FOOTSTEPS AND NEOPRENE PADDING FOR 
-COMFORTABLE FOOT, KNEE AND LEG USE 
*EIGHT PADDED NON-SLIP HANDLES WITH KNUCKLE GUARD(NEW STYLE) 
•VARIABLE LEASH LOOPS WITH DETACHABLE LEASH'''5 
•TWO PANORAMIC SEE THRU WINDOWS 
•HIGH VISIBILITY RED AND YELLOW WATERSPORTS SAFETY COLORS WITH 
CHECKERBOARD 
AND CAUTION STRIPE ACCENTING 
•BOLD, BILLBOARD GRAPHICS TO BE EASILY SEEN 
* TWO HEAVY DUTY K80 PVC BLADDERS-ONE SUPPORTS THE PERIMETER AND THE OTHER 
-IS THE SLOTTED COCKPIT FOR THE RIDER, BOTH HAVE SPEED SAFETY VALVES FOR 
-FAST' EASY INFLATION/DEFLATION 

###########PLEASE CHECK THIS FOR SPELLING OR IF I FORGOT ANYTHING, OR 
SHOULD 
MAYBE HAVE BETTER ORDER LEROY 

/ 
r^K^ 
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f ^ ^ v ^ Thu, Aug 25, 2005 lO:50 AM 

Subject: SPECIFICATION FOR KITE TUBE 
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2005 10:09 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <EVERYONE> 

*120 INCH DIAMETER WITH SLANT CONFIGURATION 
*840D NYLON DOUBLE COVER WITH PU COATING 
•REINFORCED TOWING SYSTEM WITH ALUMINUM TOW ROPE SPEED CONNECTOR 
*DOUBLE STICTHING AND COMPUTERIZED SEWING 
*MESH DRAIN PORTS, BARTACKED 
*NYLON ZIPPERED OPENINGS FOR BLADDER INSERTION 
•PARALLEL SLOTTING SYSTEM WITH FOOTSTEPS AND NEOPRENE PADDING FOR 
-COMFORTABLE FOOT, KNEE AND LEG USE 
*EIGHT PADDED NON-SLIP HANDLES WITH KNUCKLE GUARD(NEW STYLE) 
•VARIABLE LEASH LOOPS WITH DETACHABLE LEASH 
*TWO PANORAMIC SEE THRU WINDOWS 
•HIGH VISIBILITY RED AND YELLOW WATERSPORTS SAFETY COLORS WITH 
CHECKERBOARD 
AND CAUTION STRIPE ACCENTING 
•BOLD, BILLBOARD GRAPHICS TO BE EASILY SEEN 
• TWO HEAVY DUTY K80 PVC BLADDERS-ONE SUPPORTS THE PERIMETER AND THE OTHER 
-IS THE SLOTTED COCKPIT FOR THE RIDER, BOTH HAVE SPEED SAFETY VALVES FOR 
-FAST EASY INFLATION/DEFLATION 

f^#/##f##PIxgASE/CHBCK THIS JF6R^ELJ>iNG PiT IF/'I^FORG'OT ANY'^ING, ..OR 
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Leroy Peterson Men, Jan 24,2005 3:08 PM 

Subject: Testing in Florida KITING TUBING). CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 
Date: Monday, January 24, 2005 3:02 PM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com>, tony chen < 
daydream@pub.dgnet.gd.en>, LUCKY LEE <bw-luckylee@sohu.com> 

THIS PAST WEEK JUSTIN, JEFF AND LEROY SPENT FIVE DAYS IN FLORIDA TESTING 35 
SAMPLES IT WAS COLD, LESS THAN 40 DEGREES IN THE MORNING AMD 60 
DEGREES IN THE AFTERNOON...WE USED THREE BOATS, TWO MALIBU TOW BOATS 
AND ONE PHOTO BOAT...BETWEEN 10 TO 14 PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED WE 
TESTED MANY CONCEPTS...MOST THINGS WORKED, BUT SOME WERE MORE EXCITING 
THAN OTHERS THIS EMAIL IS ONLY IN REGARDS TO THE "KITE TUBES" 
OR "KITING TUBING" OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE TRIED TO WORK ON ITEMS THAT 
WOULD FLY AIR GLIDER WAS ONE, WET AND WILD DECK TUBE WAS ANOTHER AND 
WAR BIRD WAS ANOTHER....WE COULD ACHIEVE FLIGHT, BUT IT WAS 
UNCOMTROLLED AND WOBBLY WE TESTED FIVE PROTOTYPES IN FLORIDA, TWO 
OF THE 5 WORKED BETTER THAN THE OTHERS 
A.....ROUND DISC WITH MERCEDES LOGO SHAPE 
BE ROUND DISC WITH PEACE LOGO SHAPE 
THE FOLLOWING CHANGES HAVE TO BE MADE TO IMPROVE THE ITEMS 
1....REINFORCEMENT BETWEEN THE CENTRAL TUBE AND THE OUTER TUBES HAS TO 
BE STRONGER, AS THIS STITCHING RIPS OUT IN USE EACH OF THE 3 OR 4 POINTS 
MUST BE REINFORCED I WILL SEND THE SAMPLES BACK SO YOU CAN SEE 
2...WE DO NOT NEED THE BICYCLE STYLE HANDLES AND STRAPS, BUT WE NEED FIVE 
ROWS OF HANDLES ON THE CENTRAL SUPPORT 
3...THE WINDOWS NEED TO BE LARGER TWICE AS BIG) 
4...THE REAR END WHERE THE MERCEDES END OR THE PEACE ENDS ARE, WE NEED 
TO IMPROVE THIS....WE NEED TO DEVELOP FOOT STEPS OR HOLES OR WELLS, SO 
CAN ADJUST YOUR FEET...NEED THREE SETS OF FOOT STEPS I WILL SEND SKETCH 
5....THE TOWING POINT LOOKS GOOD, BUT WILL NEED TO TRY TWO OR THREE 
DIFFERENT LOCATIONS ON THE SAME SAMPLE....THIS IS WILL SKETCH FOR YOU 
6...WE SHOULD DO THE FOLDING BOX FORTHIS ITEM LUCKY....SHOW TONY WHAT I 
AM TALKING ABOUT 
7... GRAPHICS DESIGN IS IMPORTANT ON THE BOTTOM SIDE, CAN DO TWO 
PIECES r ^ 

OTHER THINGS THAT WE HAVE TO CONSIDER DOING 
1....TEST TUBE TEAM 
2....WINGS, EARN YOUR WINGS 
3„„DEVEL0P ROLLING BAG FOR THIS CONCEPT 
4....TONY, NEED TO CHECKOUT MYLAR OR PE TARPAULIN TRANSPARENT MATERIAE 
THAT THEY USE FOR WIND SURFING SAILS...THIS COMES FROM PE TARPAULIN ' 
MAKER///THIS WOULD BE GREAT FOR THE BOTTOM...NEED TO FIND OUT WHAT IS 
AVAILABLE 

/ ^ ^ 
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5...DRAINAGE SYSTEM FOR MAIN TUBES 
6....FOAM PADS SHOULD BE NEOPRENE, BECAUSE RIPS OFF 
7...NEED TO DEVELOP WIND SOCKS FOR TESTING 
8....KITE TUBE- PARA-FOIL TUBING, HANG-TIME, HANGOUT, HANG-UP, STEERING 
WHEEL, FLYING SAUCER, AVIATOR, SOAR/SORE, MALTESE FALCON, HOVERCRAFT... 
9...A COMBINATION OF THE GRAB HANDLES AND THE FOOT-WELLS, HELP TO 
MAINTAIN DIRECTIONAL CONTROL 
10...WE USED THE SPECTRA TYPE TOW ROPE, AND WE FOUND THAT THIS WAS 
EXCELLENT TOW ROPE FOR THIS CONCEPT AND WE SHOULD INCLUDE WIT5H THIS 
CONCEPT 
11....JOIN THE AMAZING RACE, IT IS CHALLENGING AND EXCITING TO MASTER THE 
KITETUBE 
12...MUST PATENT ALL CONFIGURATIONS AND DESIGNS ASAP...SAIL TUBING 
13...MARKETING MUST BE SPECIAL AND UNIQUE TO PROMOTE THE NEWEST SPORT 
OF KITE TUBING OR KITING 
14...JUSTIN, JEFF AND LEROY TO EACH WRITE SEPARATE INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
A RIDER, BE....BOAT DRIVER, CO....WARNINGS THIS WEEK 

FACTORIES ARE TO DO THE FOLLOWING 
1...ORIGINAL SAMPLE IS 9 FOOT DIAMETER WITH 12 INCH TUBE DIAMETER THIS 
IS FINE FOR BOTH THE MERCEDES AND PEACE CONFIGURATIONS, BUT WE NEED TO 
DEVELOP ALSO 
A....8 AND 7 FOOT DIAMETER TUBE WITH 12 INCH DIAMETER TUBE IN BOTH 
MERCEDES AND PEACE CONFIGURATION 
BE MUST DEVELOP 10 AND 12 FOOT DIAMETER TUBE WITH 15 INCH DIAMETERS 
TUBES IN MERCEDES AND PEACE CONFIGURATIONS....BECAUSE DIAMETER IS 
LARGER THAN 9 FOOT THE DIAMETER OF THE TUBE HAS TO BE LARGER THAN 
ORIGINAL 12 INCHES, SO I FIGURE 15 INCHES 
CO...USING THE ^DO" SHAPE DEVELOP 10,9 AND 8 FOOT CONFIGURATIONS WITH 
MERCEDES AND PEACE SIGN CONFIGURATIONS 

SO WE WILL CONCENTRATE ON THE CIRCULAR AND THE DO SHAPES TO 
DEVELOP 12,10,9,8,7 FOOT OVERALL DIAMETER TUBES SO ALMOST TV 
SAMPLES.....OF COURSE WE WILL DO SOME WITH SOME OTHER DIFFERENCESi'TTtS 
IMPORTANT YOU PREPARE THE PVC BLADDERS AND GET SAMPLE WITH COVERS DONE 
AND WE THAN CAN MAKE THE FINAL CHANGES 

THIS IS IMPORTANT PROJECT, SO DO NOT WASTE TIME 

LEROY, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE COMMENT 

/77> 
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Leroy Peterson Tue, Jan 25, 2005 1 2:25 PM 

Subject: Testing Notes 
Date: Tuesday, January 25, 2005 11:09 AM 
From: Tom Reid <tom@trrnotionstills.com> 
To: <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
Cc: Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com>, Dan Greve <dgreve@sportsstuff.com> 

Leroy-

As always, it was so good to have you in Winter Haven and welcome you to our 
home. I just want to say thanks again for the opportunity to be part of your team 
and pass on a few notes I made during the shoot. 

Kite Tube Speeds 
Boat speed ranged from 24 to 32 mph into the wind. Measured with wind speed 
added to boat speed it seemed 38-42 mph was needed to fly tubes. This was a 
boat speed of 24 mph with a head wind of 14 mph to create a minimum boat/wind 
speed of 38 mph for flight. Ideal combination was 40-41 combined speed. 42 mph 
created the out of control conditions. The weight of the riders was an avg. of 
approx. 160 lbs. Since we don't have to quote wind speeds with boat mph, I think 
we are safe to say not to exceed 24 or 25 mph boat speed into head winds. Also, I 
would add not to operate in winds in excess of 18-20 mph and especially not to 
operate tube around other boat traffic. 

Rope Length 
We tested both 60 foot and 120 foot. I suggest testing various lengths between 20 
and 50 feet to determine optimal length for boat speed/rider weight. This rope 
should be provided with the kite tube in the same package along with the comment 
not to use any other rope. Doing so would void warranty, etc. Ideally, I think we 
can fly these guys on a 40 foot- spectra rope with a boat speed of 25 into a nice 
head wind. We need to c this and forthe video, catalog and c^^^Qgfi DVD I 
would only shoot th^ ' ' and consider having our local Sheriff^erne out 
and certify the you or your legal experts feel we shftjuld do so. 

Video 
I feel 
in th' 
mas 
Inst, 
that 

Overak 
The bes 
family. 1 
something 

"efinitely need to provide a DVD vSSo inserted 
^ can shoot and edit this and p rS&e a DVD 

plastic sleeve inside the box with 
^rsion with ropes and we could shoot it at 
Vs not holding up your production. 

is fun if just whipping for anyone in the 
.oUs. I don't know if there's an age limit but 

/;?/ 
Page 1 of 2 

mailto:tom@trrnotionstills.com
mailto:leroyp@sportsstuff.com
mailto:shawn@sportsstuff.com
mailto:dgreve@sportsstuff.com


Conclusion 
Finally, a two person version can be developed and tested as well. That would add 
to the fun. 

The window in the bottom should be large enough to assist the rider in seeing as 
well as the spotter in the boat to see the action of the rider. Call it a safety 
window. In any case, it let's the passengers in the boat see the fun or terror in the 
rider's eyes. 

Certainly, the spills were unbelievable and the interest on the lake was the most I 
ever seen for ANY product or even for a pro rider that comes here for a shoot. Para 
Kiting is now born! Or, Kite Tubing...I'm all for it whatever you want to call it. 
Everyone has been calling asking when the next test will be!! 

On a cautionary side however, Ryan was coughing blood for a few days following his 
crash, even though he can't wait to buy one. We talked every day and night and 
he's OK, but I'm sure he suffered a slight concusion. Thank goodness for good 
insurance. I'm usually very cautionary on these matters and never want to have a 
claim for any of us on workman's compensation or other insurnace. We should 
probably look into having them sign an indemnification agreement that your 
attorney approves. I think I have something around here that we've used before 
that I can forward to you or Jim. Let me know. 

Let me know any other thoughts or questions you have Leroy. I'm wrapping up the 
Tube Tips Driving script and will forward early next week so we can shoot that with 
the new boats in the next week or so. Driving for flying will be covered on the DVD 
that goes with the product. 

All the best, 

Tom B 

TOM REID 
MOTION & STILLS 

1203 Helena Road 
Winter Haven, FL 33884 
407.908.6700 mobile 
863.324.1600 Studio 
863.318.8347 fax 
tom@TRmotionstills.com email 
www.TRmotionstills.com web site 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:21 PM 

Subject: Wego test ing.5/23 
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2005 8:50 AM 
From: Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com> 
To: E-mail for everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

After two Wego testing trips I found that riding becomes a lot easier with 
experience. There is a basic action and or position that must be practiced 
in order for hovering or flying results, yet its become apparent that 
several other stances may achieve other results. It seemed steering and 
maneu"vering the Wegos becomes easier with experience, and along with that 
comes confidence. There still seems to be multiple ways for riding and that 
may unlock new doors towards its performance. 

The water was extremely calm with little to no wind all day, which may have 
had an affect on our testing. 

The construction of all the clear windows on new Wegos were a bit weak as my 
foot went through one rather easily 

The 12' (41) Pentagon made for the most stable-feeling ride, with the five 
support braces not allowing bending or folding of the tube in steering or 
landing. The construction allowed the rider to feel like he was in control 
of the tube and that he could correct or redistribute his weight as deemed 
necessary to level out. I was really comfortable since a low speed was 
allowing for the tube to take flight. In finishing riding this model I was 
for the first time left with enthusiasm and confidence in the the design and 
ride I received. 

The overall shape of the Triangle (44) tube cut through the wind in an 
excellent manner, and never seemed to tip uncontrollably. I was able to 
stand confidently on the tube without fear of tipping over at any time. 
Unfortunately, it took a great deal of speed to get it to fly very high. 

The two smaller 6' tubes rode fairly well, but could'nt get off the water 
despite maximum speeds, thus not functioning well as Wegos. 

Both the Jetski-type towable and the towable body board seemed to reward 
riders with much satisfaction and are appropriate for all ages. 

It was noted that the Jetski-type towable had decent steering, but could be 
stronger with the addition of fins. 

Mike Pleiss 
Graphic Artist 
Art department 
Sportstuff,Inc 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:22 PM 

Subject: Wego testing 
Date: Friday, May 27, 2005 4:48 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <3ayschneider@sp0rtsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

I believe that today was one of the best testing days that we have ever had, 
all tubes tested did their job, and no one ended up in the hospital :) 

These models were born to fly, before we even got them off of the beach they 
were airborne. It was pretty cool to be able to test out the physics of 
flight before.anyone had even jumped onboard. 

0092 - Reverse Construction , 

Secondary (low) tow point Caught air at an average of 18-20 MPH against the 
wind, 30 going with the wind. Very good lift on this tube. Has trouble 
towing without wind, as it tends to really weigh down the boat. 

Primary (high) tow point caught air at 10-12 MPH against the wind! Flew 
consistently at 15 MPH at an average height of 2-10 feet above the water. 

Reverse construction defiantly has some capability. [Tj CBlfiflll 
0088 - Mabel Style 

Both two points were extremely stable, catching great flight at an average 
of 22 MPH and kept a height between 2-8 feet for extended periods. Take off 
and landings were very fluid and mid air stability was excellent. Chris 
even had time to practice his showboating with some "No Hands" flying! The 
only area of improvement is having a place to support your feet, otherwise 
this is the Wego to follow though with. A very smart model for novice 
riders (which will be everyone in the world except Chris) and is a fun 
enough ride to captivate even the most experienced. 

0093 - Round "Y" style 

Good tube, the window was awesome! Flew at an average of 20 MPH, but like 
most of the round designs, was still a little shaky. I really think this 
tube could still be marketed towards more advanced riders. 

Lots of doors opening today in testing, Mabel model is very very strong. 
Just like flying a kite, wind is a huge factor. The biggest surprise was 
how easily these three tubes caught air at such slow speeds, one even at 10 
MPH! 

Even though I took a fairly wicked spill on the "Y" the ride was so much 
fun that after I regained my composure (and had a' handful of Tylenol) I 
wanted to do it again. Bruises aside, I'm glad that I was finally able to 
get my wings. 

Some things that would be pretty cool to sell with these tubes would be a 
"pilot's kit" including gloves and aqua socks (very important) 

And maybe a patch or small Button/Pin like the "wings" that you get after 
riding on an airplane for the first time. 

y?-? 
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Subject: Comments... 
Date: Tuesday, June 7, 2005 7:10 AM 
From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
To: tony chen <daydream@pub.dgnet.gd.cn> 

Heloo tony...my main computer received your emails, but then broke and I could not 
answer any emails you sent to me Sunday or Monday, please resend.... 

Received samples today....12x12x24 aND 14X14 X24„„„EXPANDABLE BAGS...THE 
14X14X30 WAS THE SIZE, NOT 14X14X24 

FAXED YOU SKETCHES FOR ANOTHER WEGO DESIGN....4 PAGES.... 

THE BASIC SIZE IS 10 FOOT DIAMTER 18 X12 SIE TUBE THE COVER WOULD BE 
REVERSE ON THIS TUBE THE NEXT BLADDER WOULD BE SEWN ON THE TOP OF THE 
COVER THIS TOP BLADDER IS APPROXIMATELY 42 ^ WIDTH BY 78" LENGTH BY 6 
INCH THICKNESS IT IS SLOTTED, SO KNEES AND LEGS WILL FIT IN THE SLOTS, BUT 
ALOS HAS FOOT HOLDS SO PERSON CAN STEP INSIDE THE SLOTS PLEAQSE NOTE 
ALL THE SKETCHES... 

I HAVE USED X REINFORCEMENT WEBBING ON THE TOP,. SO THE KNEE BOARD WILL 
FIT OVER THIS ALL THE Handle would be sewn to the knee board 

THE TOWING SYSTEM IS ONE IN FRONT AND ONE FARTHER BEHIND AND TEN TWO 
POINTS 24 INCHES APART ON THE TUBE...SEE SKETCH 

THE KNEE BOARD OF FOOT STEP HAVE TO BE REINFORCED GOOD SO WILL NOT RIP 
OUT....THE KNEE BOARD SHOULD BE PADDED AND THE FOOT STEPS ALSO I 
ESTIMATE THE FOOT STEPS WOULD BE 3 INCH DEEP AND MAYBE 4 TO 6 INCH 
WIDTH THE KNEE BOARD IS 6 INCHES HIGH...SO ONLY HALF DEPTH ON THE FOOT 
HOLDS 

I WILL BE TESTING THIS WEEK Again, WAS 97 IN OMAHA TODAY 

THE REVERSE CONSTRUCTION ON THIS CONCEPT SHOULD ENABLE THIS CONCEPT TO 
GET AIRBORNE VERY QUICKLY AND USING THE KNEE BOARD MIGHT PROVE TO BE THE 
WAY TO GO FOR HOLDING ON WITH HANDS AND FOOT STEPS FOR FIRM 
FOOTING RUSH ALLS SAMPLES....I AM PLANNING TO RETURN TO CHAIN THE WEK 
OF THE 19TH, SO WOULD LIKE TO TEST THIS AND ALL PREVIOUS SAMPLES BEFORE I 
RETURN TO CHINA.. 

LEROY 
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Fri, Jun 23, 2006 10:28 AM 

Subject: FW: Wego testing 6 -30 -05 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2006 1:57 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Shawn Sass <Shawn(a)sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing 6-30-05 f j l pj] 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402,592.9085 EXT.242 
402,592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Thu, 22 Jun 2006 13:56:33 -0500 
To: <sh> 
Conversation: Wego testing 6-30-05 
Subject: FW: Wego testing 6-30-05 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.coin 
402,592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.coin> 
Date: Tue, 20 Jun 2006 16:48:34 -0500 
To: Rick Hull <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing 6-30-05 
Subject: FW: Wego testing 6-30-05 

This one is pretty good! 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Cameron <cameroh@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Wed, 06 Jul 2005 10:15:06 -0500 
To: <everyone> 
Subject: Wego testing 6-30-05 

Leroy, 

I don't know how else to describe my ride on the double-wall Wego as 
anything other than phenomenal! As one who spent much of his youth in 
pursuit of the ultimate thrill, bmx biking, mountain climbing, dirt biking, 
ect... not until my first flight on a Wego, was that thrill 
realized...simply amazing!!! People will love this when they see it, and 
they won't believe it until they do. This was the coolest sporting 
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experience I have ever had!!!!!!!!We MUST have some good exposure, and I 
think this will not be difficult because everyone will wan±L to see it! 
Wego.com, KiteTubing.com, SkyTubing.com will get some majlr hillS|l{rin[R!T|||j 

As a first time rider, I was very nervous when I first gaE~̂ on this tube. As 
speed picked up and the nose of the tube began to rise, so did my heart 
beat. Then suddenly the deafening noise of the rushing wake crashing against 
the tube went quiet; I was airborne! The flight was a tremendous rush and 
the tube's stability in the air was very reassuring. I had enough confidence 
in the Wego to stay put even when the tube rose 10 and 15 feet above the 
water. Yes, I did take a plunge to end this ride, but I definitely feel it 
is safe enough to do it again. I was able to get good air at speeds from 
20-25 mph and the fall was not bad at all. Because of this, my main concern 
is that riders and drivers will become overconfident in their, and the 
tube's ability. Warnings, Instructions, and Manuals should be a major focus. 
I would suggest giving some of our testers in Florida 3 samples, a video 
camera, and 120 hours of tape to see what they can show us. Nobody will push 
this thing like they would, and we can learn what issues will arise before 
it hits the market...We could also piece together an instructional video 
from the deal. If not, much more testing is still called for. We need to 
look at parachute, handglider, parasail, kite boarding user manuals for 
direction... 

1) I have to say that the spotter and boat driver play a very important role 
in the riders safety. Jay thought it would be helpful for the boat driver to 
have a wide-angle rear-view mirror so they could always have their eye on 
the tube's elevation. Good Idea, maybe we could include with product. It is 
very important that the boat slows down immediately when the tube gets too 
high. A sudden wind gust can send you up 20 feet in half a second! 

2) I thought the window position on this model was perfect. It was great to 
see people in the boat, and the water below, as you elevate on the tube. 
Even more so, from the boat. It was hysterical to see the riders expression 
on the airborne Wego! Very entertaining and also lets you know the riders 
condition and to see signals. 

3) Foot-wells worked awesome, though my ankles did rub on the well-walls 
giving me rug burn, I would recommend water socks for this item. I did not 
use the steps, but I see how they could be helpful for more experienced 
rider or a shorter person. Foot-wells also need drain.vents. 

4) handle placement worked well for me in motion. Mike noted that the wider 
the grip you had on the tube, the better the control you had over it in 
flight. Note: We had a few occurrences where this sample submarined when 
starting. I think this was because you had to lean pretty far forward to 
reach to closest handles. On the next version put a set of handles toward 
the back (see attached file). May also consider tapered construction... 

Conclusion: THIS IS THE BEST YET, BY FAR! But it could use a few 
improvements, and I'm still curious to see what the double construction will 
do.for the other shapes and sizes (mainly 10' & 12' D-shapes). 

Cameron 

End of Forwarded Message 

End of Forwarded Message 
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End of Forwarded Message 

(2 WBBll 

CO-
7-6 . O b 

Page 3 of 3 



Fri, Jun 23,2006 10:28 AlVI 

Subject: FW: Wego notes TESTING 6 -30 -05 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2006 1:56 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider(a)sportsstuff.com> 
To: Shawn Sass <Shawn(g)sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego notes TESTING 6-30-05 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschiieider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

— Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Tue, 20 Jun 2006 16:49:50 -0500 
To: Rick Hull <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego notes TESTING 6-30-05 
Subject: FW: Wego notes TESTING 6-30-05 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director j SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Fri, 01 Jul 2005 11:32:48 -0500 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 
Subject: FW: Wego notes TESTING 6-30-05 

Q ] cm^FiiEmi 

Forwarded Message 
> From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
> Date: Fri, 01 Jul 2005 10:11:16 -0,500 
> To: Cameron Okeefe <cameron@sportsstuff.com>. Jay Schneider 
> <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com>, Jeff Baack <jeffb@sportsstuff.com>, Mike 
> Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com>, Shawn Sass <Shawn@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy 
> Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, Rollie Newcomb <rnewcomb@sportsstuff.com> 
> Subject: Wego notes 
> 
> Great conditions for testing, very busy on the water with many boats and Jet 
> Skiers. Wind was calm in the early morning and picked up to about 15 MPH 
> later in the day. 
> 
> 
> 1st tested 99-112 (Amityville windows) Reverse construction. 
> 
> This tube did not do well at all. The reverse construction caused a major 
> suction that cause the boat to max out at 10 MPH at full throttle and the 
> tube to take on water. 
> 
> 
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2nd 99-108 Tarpaulin cover. 

For a standard round wego, this tube was surprisingly stable. No other real 
improvement though, still had a hard time flying. AVG speed was 25-30 MPH. 
At one point the tube suddenly spiked about 12 feet in the air, would have 
been a bad situation if rider wasn't calm and experienced. No lift when 
riding downwind. 

3rd 99-113 Double cover 

Had lift at an AVG of 25 MPH. Very stable, very smooth. Was ridden by both 
an experienced and novice rider with similar results. Very good lift. The 
cockpit was perfect as it automatically out the rider in the proper 
position, as well as limited movement (which alleviated the "woggle") 

Could use drain vents in the footing area. Other than that I don't think we 
need to change anything on this model. This is by far the best Wego that we 
have tested so far. 

4th 99-116 Reverse construction Pentagon/D shape. 

No improvement form any other version we have tested in the past. 

5th 99-114 Total reverse construction (full circle) cockpit on top 

Extremely unstable, no place for footing. Caught air, but put 5<I5̂ r j, 
vertical position. Not a good tube. I i[i 
6th 99-115 "Y" support, reverse construction. 

Same results as first tube, heavy drag, no lift. 

Overview: Rider experience has been making a big difference in performance. 
As with anything, the results of the ride will improve with the experience 
of the rider. 

But even with a first time rider, we had very good results with the 99-113 
double cover. This was also the first time that riders have actually wanted 
to keep riding the tube. Besides the water venting issue, I believe that 
his tube is ready for market. I think that any further samples should try 
and improve off of this model, but should stay close to the original (i.e. 
trying a tarpaulin bottom, or double canvas "D" shape) 

Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 
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End of Forwarded Message 

End of Forwarded Message 

End of Forwarded Message 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:21 PM 

Subject: Re: Double skin wego thoughts 
Date: Wednesday, July 6, 2005 8:17 AM 
From: Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
Cc: Cameron Okeefe <cameron@sportsstuff.com>, Jay Schneider < 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com>, Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com>, Jeff Baack 
<jeffb@sportsstuff.com> 

> From: Shawn Sass <shawn@ sportsstuff. com?» 
> Date: Tue, 05 Jul 2005 18:09:18 -0500 
> To: Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss8sportsstuff.com> 
> Cc: Cameron Okeefe <cameron?sportsstuff .com;* 
> Subject: FW: Double skin wego thoughts 
> 
> Mike, Cameron, 
> Since you guys were the ones to ride the double skin wego, please answer the 
> following questions Leroy has posed. 
> 
> Thanks, 
> SHawn 
> 
> Forwarded Message 
» From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff .cont> 
» Date: Mon, 04 Jul 2005 17:27:27 +0800 
» To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com? 
» Subject: Monday at pri limited, discussion with tony 
» 
» (the wego sample you tested had the slotting system for feet and steps sewn 
» inside for rider to use, how did these work, did rider easily use different 
» steps, should they be reinforced or padded more...was handle location on the 
» model o.k. Or do we need to move or add additional???? should we have 
» leash handles that detach and can adjust location and length????? was 
» the 
» central window location fine and did rider and boat driver see each other 
» nicely 
> 
> End of Forwarded Message 
> 
> 

The slotting system worked well in limiting my movement, and keeping my body 
central. Its nice that you don't have so many options for movement. I 
always used the back two steps and sometimes put the bottoms of my feet on 
the inside edge of the actual bladder, which I found necessary on the other 
protoypes as well. I felt that the footing was padded adequately. I 
wouldn't of guessed that the central positioning of the handles was going to 
work, but they were just where they needed to be. The detachable leash 
handles might be needed for riders of other heights, but they were fine for 
me and I'm 5foot llinches tall ISOlbs. Cameron didn't seem to complain 
about handle placement either. The window was amazing! I had a widescreen 
view of the entire boat. While riding I could look directly down the tow 
rope, following it to the boat, this helped in keeping the Wego steady. By 
keeping my eye on which way it would move from right to left I would shift 
my head & weights the opposite. The window was vital in seeing this rope as 
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well as keeping the entire boat in view. I had a clear window to the whole 
boat and all the action! 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:24 PM 

Subject: FW: June 30th...Wego testing 
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 4:44 PM 
Fronn: Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 

[T] BiiiliAl Forwarded Message 
From: Hike Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Tue, 05 Jul 2005 09:37:36 -0500 
To: E-mail for everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.con(> 
Subject: June 30th...Wego testing 

June 30th..WEGO testing 

Of all the Wegos tested: 99-113 (Double Cover) rises above all other 
prototypes tested to date. It's handling puts it in a league of its own in 
con̂ iarison to other models, so I will only speak of its performance. 

Within seconds of being towed into a light wind the item took flight with 
great ease. I was astonished to see myself elevated to the height I was 
with little to know effort and was iitpressed that the Wego gave no 
indication of instability what so ever. As a tester it was relieving to 
become air-borne by this product at fairly low speeds 25-30 MPH. 

The first time the tube took me up up and away (10 to 15 feet +) I was a 
bit nervous, for this is where things normally became disastrous. To my 
surprise, the product didn't tip one way or the other and remained centrally 
stable. The window gave a phenomenal view and allowed me to capture some of 
the excitement the boat was feeling. I was able to decide which direction I 
wanted the item to move with little more than a turn of my head and shift of 
body weight. 

The Wego flew like a champ on multiple runs, staying a comfortable distance 
(3-5ft) off the water for long durations of time. The item decided, at 
times, to grant me more elevation than I was expecting and carried me high 
into the sky. What an amazing feeling, to be soaring high above the 
horizon for all to see! The experience of extreme elevation wasn't too 
overwhelming as it had seemed in the past. This is because the Wego 
remained balanced/stable and was barely effected by sudden wind changes. 

As a rider, I felt comfortable when riding and saw little possibility for 
mistakes or maneuvering errors. The cockpit's overall design ensured that 
neither my legs or upper-body had the opportunity to overconpensate or 
"over-steer" at any time. Even around small turns the Wego didn't seem to 
be effected much by crosswinds, and stayed in flight. 

After I first rode the item into the sky, I heard excitement and cheering 
from the loeach and on-looking boats of "water sports enthusiasts" flocked 
to our boat in a frenzy. We were barraged by questions and concems on 
the product's availability. Our audience had become instantly impressed 
and amazed by the Wego's performance. 

I was extremely impressed with the item's performance considering a 
first-time Wego boat driver and rider. After multiple rides, some water 
filled the inside chamber and a considerable amount of condensation became 
apparent in the clear window making it a bit harder to see through. 

The overall experience of the ride was amazing! I was confident and 
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comfortable while riding, and couldn't wait to to let some one else 
experience it's excitement. This model definitely has what it takes to 
impress the masses. We were the focal point of the lake that day. My 
anticipation of the product's release feels bigger than words! This is 
something no one is going to believe without seeing & everyone will want to 
ride once they do. It is comparable to a para-sailing ride with a aatj,sfying 
touch of tubing. I mmmy 
99-113 (Double Cover) wego propelled our boat to "Rock Star Status" for the 
day and it left everyone on the lake's jaw's hanging with disbelief. 

End of Forwarded Message 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:22 PM 

Subject: Wego testing 6-30-05 
Date: Wednesday, July 6, 2005 10:15 AM 
From: Cameron <cameron@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <everyone> 

fl] »fif 
Leroy, 

I don't know how else to describe my ride on the double-wall Wego a 
anything other than phenomenal! As one who spent much of his youth 
pursuit of the ultimate thrill, bmx biking, mountain climbing, dirt biking, 
ect... not until my first flight on a Wego, was that thrill 
realized. . .sirtply amazing!!! People will love this when they see it, and 
they won't believe it until they do. This was the coolest sporting 
experience I have ever had!!!!!!!!We MUST have some good exposure, and I 
think this will not be difficult because everyone will want to see it! 
Wego.com, KiteTubing.com, SkyTubing.com will get some major hits... 

As a first time rider, I was very nervous when I first got on this tube. As 
speed picked up and the nose of the tube began to rise, so did my heart 
beat. Then suddenly the deafening noise of the rushing wake'crashing against 
the tube went quiet; I was airborne! The flight was a tremendous rush and 
the tube's stability in the air was very reassuring. I had enough confidence 
in the wego to stay put even when the tube rose 10 and 15 feet above the 
water. Yes, I did take a plunge to end this ride, but I definitely feel it 
is safe enough to do it again. I was able to get good air at speeds from 
20-25 mph and the fall was not bad at all. Because of this, my main concern 
is that riders and drivers will become overconfident in their, and the 
tube's ability. Warnings, Instructions, and Manuals should be a major focus. 
I would suggest giving some of our testers in Florida 3 samples, a video 
camera, and 120 hours of tape to see what they can show us. Nobody will push 
this thing like they would, and we can learn what issues will arise before 
it hits the market...We could also piece together an instructional video 
from the deal. If not, much more testing is still called for. We need to 
look at parachute, handglider, parasail, kite boarding user manuals for 
direction... 

1) I have to say that the spotter and boat driver play a very important role 
in the riders safety. Jay thought it would be helpful for the boat driver to 
have a wide-angle rear-view mirror so they could always have their eye on 
the tube's elevation. Good Idea, maybe we could include with product. It is 
very important that the boat slows down immediately when the tube gets too 
high. A sudden wind gust can send you up 20 feet in half a second! 

2) I thought the window position on this model was perfect. It was great to 
see people in the boat, and the water Iselow, as you elevate on the tube. 
Even more so, from the boat. It was hysterical to see the riders expression 
on the airborne Wego! Very entertaining and also lets you know the riders 
condition and to see signals. 

3) Foot-wells worked awesome, though my ankles did rub on the well-walls 
giving me rug burn, I would recommend water socks for this item. I did not 
use the steps, but I see how they could be helpful for more experienced 
rider or a shorter person. Foot-wells also need drain vents. 

4) handle placement worked well for me in motion. Mike noted that the wider 
the grip you had on the tube, the better the control you had over it in 
flight. Note: We had a few occurrences where this sanple submarined when 
starting. I think this was because you had to lean pretty far forward to 
reach to closest handles. On the next version put a set of handles toward 
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( 
Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:22 PM 

Subject: Re: Wego project double sided version wi th slotting system 
Date: Monday, July 11, 2005 11:39 AM 
From: Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, everyone < 
everyone@sportsstuff.com > 

> From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp?sportsstuff.com> 
>. Date: Sat, 02 Jul 2005 21:16:55 +0800 
> To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 
> Subject: Wego project double sided version with slotting system 

ffiiiil 
> We should now do graphixs design to fit this concept and this style.... 
> A...i will proceed to do d shape double sided with slotting system 
Mable shape may be interesting with double sided construction as well. 

> 
> B....since this is 10 foot model do you think smaller size would do also, 
> like 9 or 8 foot????? 
Maybe... I think some of the stability is do to the bigger size though. We 
could test. 

> C you should be receiving the 100% pvc construction wego's, which you 
> could say double skin i might be able to do slotting system on 100% pvc 
> model. . 
Received PVC wegos. They don't look good. They are not flat when inflated. 
They kind of curl up or taco. We will test this week. 

> D will also do sample in 100% HYPALON TYPE MATERIAL FOR TESTING 
> 
> E...WE WILL NEED TO PATENT THIS CONSTRUCTION 
> 

> LEROY 
> 

7^7 
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> Extremely unstable, no place for footing. Caught air, but put rider in a 
> vertical position. Not a good tube. 
> 
> 
> 

> 6th 99-115 "Y" support, reverse construction. 
> 
> Same results as first tube, heavy drag, no lift. 
> 
> 
> Overview: Rider experience has been making a big difference in performance. 
> As with anything, the results of the ride will improve with the experience 
> of the rider. 
> 
> But even with a first time rider, we had very good results with the 99-113 
> double cover. This was also the first time that riders have actually wanted 
> to keep riding the tube. Besides the water venting issue, I believe that 
> his tube is ready for market. I think that any further saitples should try 
> and improve off of this model, but should stay close to the original (i.e. 
> trying a tarpaulin bottom, or double canvas "D" shape) 
> 
> — 
> Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc. 
> jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
> 402.592.9085 EXT.242 
> 402.592.1354 FAX 
> 
> 
> 

End of Forwarded Message 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:22 PM 

Subject: Wego notes 
Date: Friday, July 1, 2005 10:11 AM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Cameron Okeefe <cameron@sportsstuff.com>, Jay Schneider < 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com>, Jeff Baack <jeffb@sportsstuff.com>, Mike Pleiss < 
mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com>, Shawn Sass <5hawh@sportsstuff.com>, Leroy 
Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, Rollie Newcomb <rnewcomb@sportsstuff.com> 

Great conditions for testing, very busy on the water with many boats and Jet 
Skiers. Wind was calm in the early morning and picked up to about 15 MPH 
later in the day. 

1st tested 99-112 (Amityville windows) Reverse construction. 

This tube did not do well at all. The reverse construction caused a major 
suction that cause the boat to max out at 10 MPH at full throttle and the 
tube to take on water. 

fc|« "U'JiJil 
2nd 99-108 Tarpaulin cover. 

For a standard round wego, this tube was surprisingly stable. No other real 
improvement though, still had a hard time flying. AVG speed was 25-30 MPH. 
At one point the tube suddenly spiked about 12 feet in the air, would have 
been a bad situation if rider wasn't calm and experienced. No lift when 
riding downwind. 

3rd 99-113 Double cover 

Had lift at an AVG of 25 MPH. Very stable, very smooth. Was ridden by both 
an experienced and novice rider with similar results. Very good lift. The 
cockpit was perfect as it automatically out the rider in the proper 
position, as well as limited movement (which alleviated the "woggle") 

Could use drain vents in the footing area. Other than that I don't think we 
need to change anything on this model. This is by far the best Wego that we 
have tested so far. 

4th 99-116 Reverse construction Fentagon/D shape. 

No improvement form any other version we have tested in the past. 

5th 99-114 Total reverse construction (full circle) cockpit on top. 

Extremely unstable, no place for footing. Caught air, but put rider in a 
vertical position. Not a good tube. 

6th 99-115 "Y" support, reverse construction. 

J'^J 
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Sams results as first tube, heavy drag, no lift. 

Overview: Rider experience has been making a big difference in performance. 
As with anything, the results of the ride will improve with the experience 
of the rider. 

But even with a first time rider, we had very good results with the 99-113 
double cover. This was also the first time that riders have actually wanted 
to keep riding the tube. Besides the water venting issue, I believe that 
his tube is ready for market. I think that any further samples should try 
and inprove off of this model, but should stay close to the original (i.e. 
trying a tarpaulin bottom, or double canvas "D" shape) 

Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:23 PM 

Subject: Wego testing 7-15-05 
Date: Monday, July 18, 2005 10:58 AM 
From: Cameron <cameron@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, <everyone> 

This is the greatest towable ever! 

We had a great day testing Friday and came to realize,a lot more about the 
double skin wego. 

First of all, like Rollie, Greg was an excellent driver and very mind-full 
of the riders. 

The weather and the water were perfect for boating Friday -practically no 
wind. There was all kinds of people on the lake: Boats, wake boarders, jet 
skis, an air chair, and tubers of all kinds. Once we got on the lake and 
started flying though, everyone else seemed to stop dead in their tracks and 
just stare with jaws dropped. It was really obvious then that kite tubing 
will be the most exciting watersports activity ever. 

I'm really glad we had more time to test the double skin model, we came to 
find out much of this tube's personality. 

1) when going at slower speeds of 20-25 mph: The tube was a very comfortable 
and not prone to get airborne. But the ride was still better and more 
exciting than any other towable that I have ever seen or ridden. The nose 
lifts off the water and only the back of the tube skims along the surfapA 
The fact that the lake was busy and we were catching wakes and big wavep ' 
from all directions did not matter, the ride was smooth sailing. Plus, 
don't get any spray in your face. Also, when leaning to the left or right, 
you could EASILY steer the tube back and forth across the wake, and get 30 
feet outside of it. The movements were sharp and fast like you are on a wake 
board. AWESOME DUDE! 

MEm 

2) When in flight: The best way to ride this in the air is in a 
semi-crouching position, just like a jockey riding a horse, with your weight 
shifted toward the center. The tube becomes much more stabile and easier to 
control. In fact, you can correct the tubes direction by tugging the handles 
on the tube like you would a parachute. 

*****To this point, whenever a riders goes more than 15 feet in the air, we 
would immediately slow down. I tell you what, toward the end of my last ride 
there were times I was 20-25 feet up and I didn't want to slow down! I feel 
safer on this tube at such heights, than I do on a normal towable when at 
fast speeds, on a whip, or approaching a big wave. I can control this tube 
in the air, whereas you have no control over a normal tube once it hits that 
wave.***** 

3) With the limited experience I've had, (less than 45 min total, and maybe 
5 min actually in the air) I am confident that riders can learn to control 
the wego well enough to maintain stable flight for much, much longer periods 
of time than we have. Potentially I think the boat driver can reach an 
optimum speed, and then the rider can have complete control of the tubes 
left, right, up, and down movement. But as with any sport we need athletes 
to devote their time and talent to this, to see what the true potential of 
the sport can be. This is nothing like tubing where the ride depends on the 
will of the driver. This ride is determined by the rider in the air with the 
boat driver below acting as mission control. This could be the most exciting 
X-SPORT ever! 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:22 PM 

Subject: Wego Testing 7.15.05 
Date: Monday, July 18, 2005 3:02 PM 
From: Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, E-mail for everyone < 
everyone@sportsstuff.com > 

Friday afternoon proved to be a very exciting day for Sportsstuff and the 
WEGO Flying Program. We tested three,' all clear PVC models of the Wego for 
the first time, two made w/reverse construction, and we retested our most 
successful prototype to date, the double construction WEGO. 

CLEAR WEGOS mmm 
The first two clear Wegos we tested didn't manage to get off the water at 
all. After attempts at pulling the items for a short distance, the towing 
points ripped right off the item, leaving a hole and causing the them to 
instantly deflate. 

I successfully got one clear WEGO off the water and was able to ride it in 
the only manner that seemed possible. I rested my feet on the back of the 
tube it self and struggled to keep my footing the whole time. The footing 
wasn't adequate for riding due to its narrow openings. The plastic "steps" 
were uncomfortable and too slick to get my feet into. The prototype gave me 
a ride unlike any other WEGO experience so far, but it also revealed some 
mixed fears and reactions. 

I got the item to hop and glide a few feet off the water, but I cringed each 
and every time I landed, hoping that the clear PVC wouldn't break from the 
stress induced. The clear PVC stretched a great deal while I was riding, so 
I was able to lean back extremely far, pulling the PVC at least 12" from 
its' seem on the bladder itself. It was an interesting riding sensation that 
worked my arms extensively. I had doubts of whether or not the clear middle 
section could continue to withstand the stress. The Clear PVC trapped the 
air like a sail, keeping the item positioned vertically, yet not propelling 
it into the air without juitping. It felt as if I was riding on the back of a 
clear sail, that I controlled by pulling towards my body. 

It was exciting to see anything and everything coming towards my peripheral, 
but also a bit scary. I felt each and every water movement, wind gust, and 
change in speed through the clear PVC. I have to admit that the struggle to 
pull the product above the water and later riding of the item seemed awfully 
dangerous. I am worried because there is no guarantee of when or where the 
PVC item might break, this means potential for serious disasters. If the 
central portion of clear PVC were to break at any time, there is absolutely 
no telling the result. The clear PVC seemed to be constructed of a fairly 
thick gauge, but its questionable whether or not it could withstand a 
rider' s entire body weight laeing propelled into it in the event of an 
accident. 

This model seems like it could develop into something else successful with 
the right alterations, but right now the recipe seems potential for an 
unbelievable number of safety complications. 

DOUBLE SKIN 

I rode the double skin Wego for a good 20+ minutes and fully enjoyed the 
experience it yielded me. I could jump into the air and force the item to 
fly at times as well as navigate it from side to side across the wake during 
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my run. Considering a huge amount of traffic on the lake, and not much 
wind, the Wego performed with excellence, and has proven itself to be stable 
and enjoyable once again. 

My ankles and knuckles became quite irritated after riding. The newest 
sample we received with almost full-neoprene foot-lining, should take care 
of this problem. I'm anticipating a lot of hype and excitement upon this 
product's release. Each time we made it back to the beach many people 
wanted to comment and share their questions & excitement. 

ffl miBMi 
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Fri, Jun 23, 2006 10:28 AM 

Subject: FW: Wego testing resend 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2006 1:57 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Shawn Sass <Shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing resend 

[T] CBHill 
Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Tue, 20 Jun 2006 16:50:25 -0500 
To: Rick Hull <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing resend 
Subject: FW: Wego testing resend 

Focus on Double skin construction. 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Mon, 18 Jul 2005 11:52:42-0500 
To: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com>, everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing resend 
Subject: Wego testing resend 

Cameron pretty much hit the nail on the head with his report, just adding in 
how the other tubes performed as well. 

Testing with virtually no wind, and a lot of traffic was a great contrast 
from the last testing where the wind helped flight a lot. 

We tested the three all PVC tubes first: 

1 - 0029 REVERSE CONSTRUCTION PVC - We have had no real luck with any of the 
reverse construction designs, as they cause way too much drag on the water. 
This tube was no exception. At full throttle, we were cruzing at an 
leisurely speed of under 5 MPH. The entire ride lasted about 30 seconds when 
the tow point completely tore off the tube and caused it to pop. 

2 - REVERSE CONSTRUCTION "Y" PVC - This tube was a little stronger than the 
first, however we were not able to get this tube to move at all. After 
several starting attempts with no luck, the rider needed to physically push 
the tube up off of the water. At this point you could actually hear a loud 
"suction' sound from the bottom of the tube. Again no luck from reverse 
construction. 

3 - 0028 SMALLER REVERSE CONSTRUCTION PVC - This tube performed the best of 
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all the PVC tubes. We were pulling at an average speed of 25 MPH, and the 
rider was able to get limited "hops" over the water. The PVC is a cool 
idea, but there needs to be way more reinforcement in the cockpit area, as 
this was torturous on the riders knees. 

The best thing to come out of testing these is seeing the totally clear 
tubes in action. This was a very cool effect as the rider looked like he 
was barefoot skiing. This also led us to think that we could develop a tube 
that didn't fly, but allowed the rider to stand and "ski" like he was doing 
on the 0028 model. I would like to see where we could take this idea. 

4 - 00126 REVERSE CONSTRUCTION PENTAGON "Y" STYLE - No real improvement from 
any other version that we have tested. , , _... 

fTl roiii Ml 
5 - PONTOON "H" STYLE - The construction of this tube was very stabltej JthittUllll lU'-'*"'"'' 
would be an interesting, style for an all clear PVC tube, or possible^""^ 
double skin. 

Speaking of the double skin.... 

6 - DOUBLE SKIN - We were able to do some extensive testing on this model, 
and again I am impressed. Three different riders, about an hour and a half 
of pure riding at various speeds. Heights up to 25 feet in the air. NO 
WRECKS!!! We had people flagging us down, chasing us on jet skis, and all 
wanting to know what that was and where we got it. One setback was that the 
nylon would get waterlogged and start to fill between the skins, or become 
heavy. 

Possible new improvements to this model: 

Knuckles and ankles take a beating on this ride, so again the new gloves 
that we have are necessary. Developing an aqua shoe is critical as well. 
Since we are looking to find something that is cheap, yet valuable to the 
rider to package in with this tube, gloves and shoes would make sense. 
Especially since these items would have been worth their weight in gold out 
on the water Friday. 

Also, a full PVC double skin would be a interesting idea. The all PVC tubes 
popped some inspiration to see what this tube would look like with a full 
window. The cockpit and outer gusset would have to be Tarpaulin so that the 
PVC will have seam strength, but the payoff will come in having a waterproof 
substance, that is lighter (possibly cheaper) and WAY cooler looking! This 
would be a very unique looking addition to an already unique tube. This 
would also help out against the "Heavy" factor of a waterlogged tube. 

I cant wait to see these tubes with graphics on them, and from the response 
on the water the customers cannot wait to see them in the stores! 

Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc, 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

End of Forwarded Message 

End of Forwarded Message 
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Tarpoline cover heat 
sealed to clear PVC 

n Biim 
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Fri, Jun 23, 2006 10:28 AM 

Subject: FW: Wego testing 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2006 1:57 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider(Q)sportsstuff.com> 
To: Shawn Sass <Shawn(Q)sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Tue, 20 Jun 2006 16:53:25 -0500 
To: Rick Hull <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Wego testing 
Subject: FW; Wego testing 

Jay Schneider | Marketirig Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
4 0 2 . 5 9 2 . 1 3 5 4 F/0< / ^ ftn.,rmr«.T,«i 

Forwarded Message 
From: Greg Hull <gregh@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Mon, 18Jul 2005 12:30:55 -0500 
To: Sportsstuff <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 
Subject: Wego testing 

Having been voted Best Boat Driver, Ever!, winning by a single vote, I would like to add a 
few observations from Fridays testing: 

Very positive reaction to the PVC tube which would stand on end, and could hop but would 
not fly...very neat idea to explore, especially with a clear bottom. Would require a different 
shape...maybe like an egg standing on end, and a new design for the standing area, could 
be very cool. It looked neat, was fun, and not too physically tough. 
With respect to the WEGO, the one that flew was awesome. However, it required nearly 30 
MPH to get airborne, and is still somewhat difficult to control. It requires practice on the 
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part of the driver as well as the rider. The rider got beat up pretty bad on both hands and 
feet...i think we should design both areas with more neoprene, larger knuckle pads, and on 
the sides of the foot channels. 
One thing for sure, the reaction from the rest of the people on the lake is incredible, al l 
eyes are on the WEGO! I love the idea of multicolored bottoms, in addition to our 
reputation for checkerboard, stripes, etc., we are well known for bright "billboard 
graphics", it doesn't get any brighter than this...think York water tower, and making an 
impression from a distance! I can see the colors from much further away than I can read 
SPORTSSTUFF! 

Greg Hull 
International Sales Manager 
Sportsstuff 
11213 E Circle 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
www.sportsstuff.com <http://www.sportsstuff.com> 
888-814-8833 x236 
402-592-9085 x 236 
402-592-1354 (fax) 

End of Forwarded Message 

End of Forwarded Message 
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Tamy e Gil lam 

From: Mike Pleiss [mikepleiss(gsportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2005 10:30 AM 
To: E-mail for everyone 
Subject: Wego Testing 7.26.05 

Wego T e s t i n g 7 . 2 6 . 0 5 

ffl mmu 
Friday was an exceptional day for.the Wego Flying Program. We came to a 
unanimous decision that the round shaped Wego is the most stable and 
effective model at this point. We tested two extremely successful Wegos, 
one was constructed of a 30-gauge bladder & the other, a 20-gauge (lighter 
weight), bladder. Neither Cameron nor I fell off these 2 kites tube.at any 
point. We both sustained constant air for long distances and rose high 
above the boat (20ft.+) for short periods of time. Once again, our previous 
Wego ridi.ng experience bared confidence and developed skill/technique. 

Later in the afternoon winds speeds grew incredibly high{20-30MPH). Upon 
these conditions we tested a D-shaped Wego that got airborne and held itself 
at constant elevations, but was very unstable in comparison to the round 
shaped models. Even at boat speeds below 10 MPH, the Wego lifted high into 
the air and flew in the same manner as the round shaped models. 
Unfortunately it became unstable increasingly fast making it near impossible 
to hold on, bucking the rider off like a bronco as it would flip and roll. 
It has now been proven that high winds require very little boat speed for 
Wego riding and more caution must be taken when riding in them. 

Last, we tested a very small 8-ft Wego model that hopped off the water a 
small bit, but constantly buckled.and was difficult to ride. 

Two new megaphone samples were tested off and on the boat Friday. They 
proved to be effective means of communication between the boat and the 
rider, and also between the spotter and boat driver. Our Wego Flying 
program has discovered that communication is important in Wego riding, 
especially if no rear-view mirror is used by the boat driver. In a few 
split seconds the Wego climbs high into the air, and the boat driver needs 
to know whether or not to slow down, to counter this height. Depending on 
wind conditions, the boat driver's speed is also essential in achieving a 
constant hover and the product's initial elevation. Rollie's' boat-driving 
was excellent Friday, and it has become apparent that Wego boat driving is 
peculiar in nature and its experience is awfully important in the Wego's 
performance as well. 

For the first time, I strapped on a video camera that Sportsstuff mounted to 
a helmet to gather arial views(helmet cam). It is not the most comfortable 
sensation, but I believe its use will greatly aid in the evolution and sales 
of the Wego Kite Tube. This type of virtual Wego experience will be a great 
way to entice buyers from our website or DVD. The footage is a bit shaky 
and could be more clear with adjustments, but I feel a similar photography 
technique will be important in showing consumers why such an expensive item 
is worth their while. You can't truly imagine the experience without 
peering down through the clear PVC window. Mounting a camera on the nose of 
the item or slightly modifying its placement on the helmet could deem 
cleaner and more satisfactory .footage. 

Its official.... 

Wego flying higher than the competition at Sportsstuff!!!! 
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Tamye Gillam 

From: Cameron [cameron@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2005 10:05 AM 
To: everyone 
Subject: Wego testing 7-29-05 

Very eventful day of testing Friday. Cloudy, not many people on the lake, 
winds started at a breezy 10 mph and ended up giving us 15 to 20 mph gusts 
( at least that is what the tip of my wet finger indicated) . 

Wecame, Wesaw, Wego. 

I came to two conclusions Friday: 

1 : 20 feet up, you are at the mercy of the wind. 

2 : 20 feet down is a long way to fall. 

The wind made for some interesting testing. When the wind is at greater 
speeds, the boat does not have to go as fast for the wego to go up (good for 
us). Bu the greater wind has a tendency to gust; turning an otherwise smooth 
controllable ride into faceplant to the water from 25 feet (bad for us). For 
this reason I would NOT recommend using this tube in winds over 10 or 15mph. 

Tested the 20 gauge round double-skin: 
We had some great flights. Great I You will have to see it to believe it. I 
did not like the new handles as much as the old ones. We could probably go 
with just 3 steps in the slots rather than 4. An inflated floor or a padded 
floor would be nice, but not a deal-breaker. Rider's knuckles, ankles, and 
knees, thighs, and pride took a beating. I don't think any amount of padding 
will totally prevent this. Gloves, water socks, wet suit, and fearfulness 
are the way to go. Mike wore the helmet for a while and said he did not like 
it. 

Notel: We need a better pump for the boat. 
Note2: We need a rear-view mirror for the boat. 

Also tested the double skin D shape: 
A good flying tube that performed.much like the round model. The larger size 
made it more intimidating to ride and more difficult to control. 

And the "8 foot" double skin: 
The most physically demanding tube I have ever ridden. Like a bull ride. In 
all fairness though, the waters were very rough and the tube did get 
airborne (but did not sustain flight) . This model shows great prom.ise but 
needs improvements: 
1) not strong enough to catch air and hold a person's weight without folding 
in half. 
2) foot wells are not deep enough to get a good footing.(also discussed 
using knee pad like a knee board.) 
3) had trouble starting. 
4) thin profile made for a very rough ride. 
The thing I like most is the fact that this tube does not want to keep going 
up when in the sky. 

Would also like to try 9 foot model. 

Main Impression: Wind and boat driver are the biggest factors for 
performance. I would feel safer knowing there is an experienced driver at 
the wheel rather than experience on the tube. Our primary educational 
directive must be instructing drivers. 

oe/5 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:24 PM 

©iii 

Subject: Re: WEGO fiorida notes. 
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2005 3:02 PM 
From: Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 

> From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> / I 
> Date: Fri, 16 Sep 2005 02:27:49 +0800 [ / 
> To: Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
> Subject: Re: CHINA IS HOT 
> 
» 
» 
» > From: Leroy Peterson <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
> » Date: Thu, 15 Sep 2005 18:31:18 +0800 
> » To: Shawn Sass <shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
> » Subject: CHINA IS HOT 
» > 
> » 1 HOW DO I REDUCE THE SIZE OF PHOTO'S I WANT TO SEND 
» In iPhoto when you highlight the picture you want to send and click on the 
» email button, it brings up a window with size options. Choose whatever size 
» option is best. Try to get the "estimated size" close to SOOkb when 
» choosing a size. I've attached a picture showing these options for your 
» reference. 
> 
> Noted 
» 
> » 
> » 2 REMEMBER TO ALSO DO S TURNS, FIGURE EIGHT, CIRCLES OR RUN LIKE 
> » REGULAR DECK TUBE. TO SHOW HOW IT PERFORMS WITHOUT WIND OR WITH THE WIND OR 
> » AGAINST THE WIND 
» Noted. We did this. Although after flying, the riders really didn't care 
» for this type of tubing with the wego. We still got the shots though. 
> but must show this aspect... .not everyone can do what these people 
> do 
We got some footage of it. 

> » 
> » 
> » 3. . . . . .DO NOT FORGET TO TALK AND INSTRUCT RIDERS ABOUT HOW TO CONTROL THE 
» > HEIGHT BY SHIFTING WEIGHT DOWNWARD, REMEMBER HOW WE DID IT DURING OUR 
> » TESTING CAMERON ALSO COULD STEER THE TUBE LEFT TO RIGHT WHILE IN THE 
> » AIR 
» Yes, I told them to act like they were sitting down really fast and that 
» would help bring the tube down. They're crazy though. Most of them 
» (besides the girls) didn't want to come down. They wanted to stay in the 
» air or crash trying! 
> control is important to show this aspect, cannot just take off and fly, 
> must operate somewhat like an airplane 
Yes, we got some great footage showing a rider getting himself corrected 
after a little bit of a wobbly run. He balances it out and even steers 
across the wake and we see it all from the rear so you really get a good 
look at his body position. 

» 
> » 
> » 4....YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT THE PEOPLE IN FLORIDA, ARE THE TYPE OF 
> » BOATER'S THAT TRY TO KILL THE RIDERS AND DO NOT SEE THE ARTIST VALUE OF THE 

^̂ *̂  / X 
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> » KITE TUBE DO NOT FORGET 
» We had Jason driving most of the time and he really wanted to keep the rider 
» safe. We also had another guy driving while his girlfriend was riding, so 
» he vas very careful not to hurt her. He did a great job letting her down 
» when she got high and then punching the throttle before she hit the water. 
» It Eade for a really long run. Also, since the girls were so light (105 & 
» 115 pounds) the throttle control of the boat was much more responsive. The 
» hea-vier riders don't respond as well in the air to the minute throttle 
» adJTistments. 
> that is key to keep rider safe, rather than trying to kill 

> them,,,the kite tube needs to be used with caution..... and you are rider the 
> heavier the less the response is 
Yeah, this type of tubing should no longer be thought of as driver versus 
tube rider but rather driver and rider being teammates in a sport where they 
both work together to achieve the best flight. 

ffl mm » 
>» 
>» 
> » WATER BALLET PERFORMANCE, THE UP AND !X)WN MOVEMENT, SIDE TO SIDE 
> » MOVEMENT SMOOTH TAKEOFF'S AND TOUCHDOWNS YOU Can use different 
> » tow points, but mostly the lowest one experiment a little and see what 
> » torn and riders would like to do? How to improve? 
» The final samples only have one tow point. The only suggestion I've gotten 
» from the riders was to have handles further out from the center or on the 
» top front of the tube so when they're on the front steps they can reach up 
» to the handles rather than having their hold on the handles with their arms 
» down to their waist level. Just picture them laid out on the tube with 
» their arms out stretched to the front of the tube instead of down at their 
» waist. I don't know how this would effect performance though. 
> 
> This I can do, so in laid out position rather than just 45 degree hold 
> position like ski jumping 
Yeah, like if they're laying on a deck tube with handles near the front 
edge. They would probably transition to those handles once they were 
airborne. I think the product works so good in flight the way it is that I 
don't know if it should be changed at this point. I'd hate to mess up a 
good thing. Then again, maybe they could grab the handles to pull the nose 
up while kneeling on the slotting system in the middle of the tube. It may 
be worth testing. 
» 
> » 
> » They use to demo towables at show in orlando maybe do the wego there is 
> » possible...ask rick to find out 
» Will do. 
> Noted... 
>» 
>» Leroy 
»> 
» 
> 
> 
> 
> 
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Thu, Jun 22, 2006 6:25 PM 

Subject: 120" kite tube wego 
Date: Monday, September 19, 2005 8:52 PM 
From: Tony Lai <daydream@pub.dgnet.gd.cn> 
To: Leroy Peterson < Leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
Cc: James Koranda <james@sportsstuff.com>, Rick Hull <rhuli@sportsstuff.com>, 
Carol Christensen <Carol@sportsstuff.com>, Shawn Sass < 
Shawn@sportsstuff.com>, Tamye <tamye@sportsstuff.com>, Jeff Baack < 
ieffb@sportsstuff.com>, Mike Pleiss <mikepleiss@sportsstuff.com> 

For the 120" Kite tube wego, we made some changes with 
Leroy: 

1, small zipper opening on the back of cover for 
assembling the tube 

2, add two flat handle on the front ^^ """̂ '̂'̂ yû nHl 

3, valve cover on the slot cover, will print some instruction 
for the leash, and this valve cover can hold the leash. 

4, 3 section wego tow rope, will have warning sleeve for 
each section 

Regards 

Tony Lai 

7lf 
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Fri, Jun 23, 2006 10:28 AM 

Subject: FW: Boating World Wego editorial 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2006 1:57 PM 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
To: Shawn Sass <Shawn@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Boating World Wego editorial 

Ilnf7mmi 

Jay Schneider I Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Tue, 20 Jun 2006 16:55:40 -0500 
To: Rick Hull <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Boating World Wego editorial 
Subject: FW: Boating World Wego editorial 

Another one. 

Jay Schneider | Marketing Director | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

Forwarded Message 
From: Jay Schneider <jayschneider@sportsstuff.com> 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 2005 17:23:00 -0500 
To: everyone <everyone@sportsstuff.com> 
Conversation: Boating World Wego editorial 
Subject: Boating World Wego editorial 

Mike and I went to Atlanta this week for a Boating World editorial and photo shoot on the 
Wego at lake Allatoona. Boating world was extremely interested in the Wego and in 
addition to Mark Henneges, sent down not only their assistant editor Courtney Hutton, but 
the editor in chief Ryan McNally. This is the first time that Ryan has ever gone out on 
the water personally to cover a towable item. Up until now Mark had kept them in the 
dark about the Wego, they have heard all about the "flying tube" but had not seen any 
video. Immediately upon seeing the graphics there was a buzz about the tube. 

The wind was non existent and the water was like glass, we were concerned that we would 
come all the way down to oversee this testing and that the conditions would not be good 
for the write up, but fortunately we have a solid enough product that performed well even 
under these conditions. 

Yamaha lent us their brand new 23 foot Sx210 twin engine jet boat to tow the Wego. This 
was the smoothest boat I have ever ridden on. We started with Mike showing Courtney the 
basics on riding position, technique, and basic riding skills, while I instructed the 
driver (in this case Mark) on how to go about handling the boat with the rider, as well 
as things to watch out for. We probably spent a good 30 minutes onshore just covering 
the basics with these guys, as well as answering any questions that they had. 

The wind speed was just about 5 MPH when we hit the water. We started out with Mike 
riding, going with the wind and the tube was really pushing to catch air. During this 

Page 1 of 2 

mailto:jayschneider@sportsstuff.com
mailto:Shawn@sportsstuff.com
mailto:jayschneider@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:jayschneider@sportsstuff.com
mailto:rhull@sportsstuff.com
mailto:jayschneider@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:jayschneider@sportsstuff.com
mailto:everyone@sportsstuff.com


time I was "directing" the editors on the things that they needed to hear about the 
product,, how it rides, things Mike was doing, and any other relevant information 
necessary for the article. 

We found that these testing are really a two man operation as there were many, many 
questions that the writers had while Mike was currently on the tube. Also, no matter how 
much you instruct the driver, they still need someone IN the boat to direct them on how 
to handle the throttle. 

Next we turned into the wind (what little there was) and the tube really started to take 
off. This run really looked good, as Mike was able to hover about a foot over the water 
and soar up really high from time to time. It really helped for the BW guys to actually 
see this in action because we were really about to back up what we were claiming about 
our tube. 

Mike did about three or four passes that really were great runs, It made it really easy 
to sell the tube to these guys with the way that it was performing. Courtney couldn't 
wait to get onboard. 

We did run into a few problems with her trying to get used to the product (as expected) 
again, had we just sent the tube and not come down personally, this would have been a 
disastrous testing. 

It really needs to be stressed about the nose being up and that the tube tends to 
submerge not only at startup, but upon slowing down as well. Also, we are not going to be 
able to put as much responsibility on the driver to watch for the rider, we will have to 
focus on the spotter to do this. There was a lot of debris on the lake, and the driver 
needed to focus on driving. I'm guessing that most driver will do the same. They can 
easily respond to commands coming from someone else looking out for the rider, but cannot 
be trusted to keep their eye on the water as well as the Wego. As stated before 
accidents happen in a second, this also includes accident involving the boat. 

Pretty soon she was getting the hag of it, and although she didn't get much more than 
some limited hops off the water, she got the thrill of the tube that we were looking to 
impress on her. Being able to see it work correctly first, and then actually getting a 
taste of the ride is going to make for a fantastic write-up! Everyone involved really 
enjoyed the Wego. 

Later that night we had dinner with the Boating World staff, as well as Robert Allen 
Gonsalves. Bob is the owner of the R. Allen Group, which is the public relations and . 
marketing communications firm for Yamaha. We had a very good conversation about the 
watersports world, and Bob is extremely enthusiastic about forming a relationship between 
Yamaha and SportsStuff, as well as the many other companies he represents. Personally, I 
feel that this meeting with Bob Gonsalves will be extremely valuable to the company in 
the long run. 

All in all we had a very successful trip, a great editorial write-up on a great product, 
and a new marketing connection that could potentially open up doors that we had not even 
thought of until now. 

Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com | http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 

End of Forwarded Message 

End of Forwarded Message 
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Tamyg Gillam 

From: JaySchneiderOayschneider@sportsstuff.com] [ f l «-,. 
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2005 9:02 A M [ j J (iM'^iff^nin, 
To: everyone . *'''î l'/i'lM/ 
Subject; Testing 10-14-05 '' 

Testing conditions for Friday were very unusual. There was absolutely no 
•wind, the water was like glass. The air temp was in the high 70's so it was 
hot enough to make you sweat, but the water temp was about 40, so you lost 
if you got wet. Besides the temperature, the conditions were very similar 
to the testing done in Atlanta by Mike and myself. Otherwise, this was the 
first time that we have had these conditions on Branched Oak. 

Nuclear Globe (0080) - We started testing the Nuclear Globe first. The 
structure of the item was solid and held up nicely against the weight of an 
adult. Unfortunately the pockets that are supposed to cup the water are not 
deep enough, so the rider basically spins in one place. I think that this 
item would be great if we could find a way. to deepen the pockets more to 
the original version. Also, it would probably work better for a child that 
can comfortably stand in the unit and run. Anyone else is on all fours. 

Kite Tube, Mabel style (0177/0-363) - This item was tested by both an 
experienced rider as well a a novice. The Mabel, tail worked well at first 
to "pop" the nose up out of the water, but after a few runs, it was 
necessary to use the leash due to a suction effect. This tube provided one 
of the smoothest and most stable rides that Chris had ever been on. Several 
times we were able to travel the entire length of the lake without him 
touching down. He was able to become so comfortable with the item that he 
spent much of the ride perfecting his steering technique, easily moving the 
item left and right across the water. He felt that the curved tail of the 
unit provided a smoother ride because there was minimal drag, and less 
friction across the top of the water in that spot. Really liked this model. 
Doe to the lack of wind it was necessary to peg.the throttle at an average 
of 40 mph to get the riders to fly. The water was so smooth though, that 
you couldn't eve tell that you were traveling that fast. Would defiantly 
like to see how this model operates in gusty wind conditions. 

Kite Tube, Treated nylon (0169/C-350) - This is the second time that we have 
taken this model out. Nothing is changed on this unit from the standard 
Wego, with the exception of a treated cover for durability. Al tested this 
model, and had never ridden before. He quickly go the hag of this item, and 
had several very good runs. Like the model tested before it, they both had ^ 
rides on average of 20 minutes, and flew for the length of the lake. Al 
even had formations of seagulls chasing after him while he flew through the 
air! 

Speed Zone (0179/1C-136B) - This was the first time that I had seen the 
Speed Zone 2 in action. Unfortunately we were not able to get this item to 
do anything but take on water. We tried every type of starting condition, 
slow, fast, leaning back, with back rests, without backrests, whatever... 
Nothing kept this item from submerging. As a last resort we tried tp fill 
the item until it was ready to burst with air, and it still did not function 
correctly. The riders would be fine until the tube started to plane, then 
the nose would go under. In some cases the item submerged to the point that 
the rider were up to their necks in water (we almost lost the back of the 
boat on one run, as the item was able to tow for a short distance before 
planeing out) 

Some other item of interest. It was fairly difficult to try and explain the 
riders position on the Wego to someone that had never ridden before.• It 
would probably be a good idea to add a diagram to the owners manual (or even 
a patch on the unit) that shows how to properly stand in the "Jockey" 
position. 
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Also, I've noticed on two separate occasions that the riders enjoy the 
product much more on a windless day. The speed of the boat doesn't seem to 
toe nearly as much of a fear factor as the unpredictable gusts of the wind. 

Jay Schneider | Graphic Artist/Marketing | SportsStuff Inc. 
jayschneider@sportsstuff.com i http://www.sportsstuff.com 
402.592.9085 EXT.242 
402.592.1354 FAX 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet Your high performance towable is . 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

WARNING 
A RELEASE OF LIABILITY A 

T 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
^ and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all _ / l x 
CP instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the y 

Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION A 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind.and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

A KITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS A 

• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 

/-K • Computerized double-stitched sewing. /-K 
M> • Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. M-̂  

• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 
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A KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is properly inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLATION 

^ s 
B 

^^ :^S 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ * ^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ w 

Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes tne air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a properly inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• l lOv electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

77 
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LP1 hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1 -888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor
mation with all other users and or spotters. 
3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

A KITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE A 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 

/-N • The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, n \ 
^ dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the v [ / 

boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

A KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

77 

A KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION A 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

77 
A RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 

/T\ current wind and boat speed conditions. / t \ 
^ • Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you M7" 

have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

A BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 

- ^ surface. ^ 
" t p ~ • Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. y 

• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider Focus 
• In rio-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

- ^ > 

A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

- ^ > 

A SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION A 

• Have watersports safety flag ^ 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 

• ^ > 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) Wind effect 

0-1 smoke rises vertically 

2-3 direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

4-7 wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

8-12 leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 

light flag 

13-18 raises dust, loose paper: small branches are moved 

19-24 small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

25-33 large branches in motion; whistling heard in power 

lines; umbrella difficult to use 

gale 

V y ~ 41 -47 strona aale ^ -̂  

34-40 

41-47 

48-55 

56-63 

64+ 

- gale 

strong gale 

storm 

violent storm 

hurricane 

• ^ > 
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
is only valid in the USA. 

Ifyou have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: http://www.sportsstuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 

^ receiving an authorization number, please ship returned products to the following -CtX-
VJT" address: M7~ 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

• ^ > 
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials 
prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole 
family. 

WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Not a lifesaving device. Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent 
supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable 
cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore. 
• The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. 
• Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for ypur 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average 
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 lbs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper government authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
• Know your limits. Stop when you're tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do not use this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this could 
include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the valves,deflate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

"Xy 1 • Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Line up the valve with the valve opening in the cover 
4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information. 

-^>-

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap and water or mild detergent. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
wet. Protect all boat interiors and all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity foryour tube): 

• ^ > 
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Number of Riders 

One 

Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

min 10Olbs - max 200 lbs 1500 lbs 

• A standard tow rope should not exceed 65 feet. 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is 
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the beginning of the boating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons 
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoiling. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result. 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and 
while the tube is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passenjgers in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at all times. Should the rope become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope from propeller. 

A WARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: A 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product with the 
awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved. 
• Read all instructions and warnings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
those printed on the product Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other drugs while using this product Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judghient, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's performance. 
• Make sure all riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) approved life 
vest at at all times. 
• Be conscious of the weather conditions as weather changes can occur very quickly. 
• Check with your state or local government to learn their specific legal requirements 
concerning towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Association) break strength guidelines. 

-^>-

AWARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: A 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water before you begin towing riders. 
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condition 
of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider will have. Please take into 
consideration the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• It is the boat/watercraft driver's responsibility to instruct the riders how to ride a 
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the riders of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the beginning of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowly bring the towable to a planing point 
• Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely with these factors: boat speed, turns, 
water conditions, number of riders and their weight, towable size, shape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/watercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees turn 
without increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph. The "slingshot effect" sends the user 
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. 
• Large wakes combined with the wave action amd speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and turns to fit the 
water conditions and the age, experience, skill and physical strength of the rider. 
• Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under normal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the child. 
• Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate 
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor effect. 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: the rider(s) fall off, the tube noses in or 
tips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 
• Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow point. The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rider(s) or other 
occupants of the boat It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 
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• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Do not allow passengers to 
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the boat Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

A WARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS A 

• Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tube towing. 
• Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pylons for towing tubes. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used. 

A WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (observer) in the boat to communicate the needs of the 
rider to the driver. 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning all other boaters that riders 
are in the water. 

A WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: A 

• Do not use this items as a personal flotation device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 lbs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
• Only use this product with a responsible boat/watercraft operator who knows 
how to effectively operate the equipment. 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstructions that 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
• Carefully instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or 
feet in between the tube or cover. 
• This item has no braking or steering mechanism and can develop high speeds 
under certain towing conditions. Use at your own risk! 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are tired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine running, even if it is in neutral. 
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CENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hold air. 
Solution: Check to see that the valve is fastened property. Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repairs. 

Symptom: Valve is leaking 
Solution: Listen closely to hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight and are tight. Leakage can occur if the valve is not 
fastened correctly. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become firm. 
Solution: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properly, fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covers). 
Solution: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur-

/-t\ chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses /ts 
vM not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in M-̂  

normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifi
cation Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: http://www.sportsstuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship returned products to the following 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

-€> 

72^y 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com


GeneralTowableManual2006 .qxd 11/10/05 O 2 6 PM Page 7 

WATERSPORTS RESPONSIBILITY CODE 
Be aware that there are elements or risk in boating, skiing, and riding that common 
sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay 
within i t 
To increase your enjoyment of the sport follow the "Watersports Responsibility Code". 
It is your responsibility to: 

• Familiarize yourself with ali applicable laws, the risks inherent in the sport, and 
proper use of the equipment 

• Know the waterways where you will be skiing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 
shallow water, near shore, docks, pilings swimmers or other watercraft. 

• Always have a person other than the boat driver as an obsenrer and agree on 
hand signals before starting. 

• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Read your owner's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 
• Ski or ride within your limits. Always ski or ride in control and at speeds 
appropriate for your ability. 

• Always tum ignition off when anyone is near watercraft power drive unit. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or 
death. Never "Platform Drag" or touch a swim platform while the engine is 
running. 

• Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Water Sports Industry Association 
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Er ica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare(gsportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff,com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 1:41 PM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director j | / ^ \ ̂  ^ ^fr-Y' ( ^ ' -̂-,, sT^^ 
Sportsstufflnc. - ^ n ^fnC^ Cut>~ '̂< '̂̂ '̂̂  ^^^^-K\^ 
1-888-814-8833 
—— Original Message 
From; <spterson(g),davidinsurance.com> 
To: <custo niercare(g),sportsstuff,com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28,20Q6 8:47 AM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Sue 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Pierson 
> 
> Reply to tliis request via: 
>dont 
> 
> Phone Number: 
>(262)898-6604 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> FYI, here's an article that was in our local paper: 
> 
> Delafield man dies after lake accident 
> 
> 
> ST. GERMAIN, Wis. - A man was fatally injured in an accident while being 
towed on an inflatable tube kite on Little St. Germain Lake, authorities 
said. 
> 
> The man sailed several feet into the air and then hit the water, suffering 
fatal head and chest injuries, officials said. 
> 
> He struck the water around 8 p.m. Monday and died five hours later at a 
hospital, officials said. It appeared that he hit only the water, 
conservation warden Mike Sealander said. 
> 
> The Vilas County Sheriffs Department identified the victim Tuesday as 
Gregory Bykowski, 42, of Delafield. 
> 

6/29/2006 
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> He was riding on a tube kite, which is an inflatable platform towed by a 
boat, ft skims across the water and can become airborne. 
> 
> An autoj)sy was planned. 
> 
> A service of the Associated Press(AP) 
> 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
> 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <bowman6886@alltel.net> 
Cc: "ERICA PETERSON (E-mail)" <epeterson@sportsstuff,com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 6:01 PM 
Subject; Re: SS Online Help Request 

Connie, 
Please contact me at 1-888-814-8833 x237 
between the hours of 8am-5pm CST so we 
can discuss this matter. 

Thanks, 
Erica Bush 
Customer Service Director 

Original Message 
From: "Customer Care" <customercare(a),sportsstufF.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 10:35 AM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

> 
> Erica S. Bush 
> Customer Service Director 
> Sportsstufflnc. 
> 1-888-814-8833 
> Original Message 
> From: <bowman6886(g),alltel.net> 
> To: <customercare(g>sportsstuffcom> 
> Sent: Monday, June 26, 2006 9:27 AM 
> Subject: SS Online Help Request 
> 
> 
> > An online user has filled out the contact 
> > form on the website. Please see below. 
> > 
> > First Name: 
> > Brian 
> > 
> > Last Name: 
> > Bowman 
> > 
> > Reply to this request via: 
> > email 
> > 
> > Phone Number: 
>> (706)859-1380 
> > 
> > Questions and comments: 
> > We recently purchased the wego kite tube for our boys and used it for 
the 
> first time this weekend. We went by the instructions. Watched the dvd 
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twice 
> and read the manual. Still everyone was injured in some form that got on 
it. 
> We had to call the ambulance to one person. He has a broken collar bone 
and 
> a concussion, along with several other injury's. Is there anyway to retum 
> it and get our money back? We are afraid someone is going to be killed on 
> it. Pleae e-mail me with any help. 
> > Connie Bowman 
> > 
> > END OF MESSAGE 
> > 
> > 
> 
> 
> 
> 

m 6/29/2006 
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Erica Peterson 

From; "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> "̂  
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2006 11:07 AM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <rmyers45(aitampabay.rr.com> 
To: <customercare@,sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2006 10:53 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> • 

> First Name: 
> renee 
> 
> Last Name: 
> myers 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (863)293-4445 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I live in Winter Haven, Fl. Water sports are very popular. Recently I have 
heard of 3 accidents involving children using the wegp flying tube. The 
last one was a near tragedy. 18 yr.old male ruptured his aorta. 
Unfortunately his parents failed to understand the severity of his injuries. 
Will he be brain damaged and or have kidney failure. Another kid had 
fractured ribs, another fractured orbital and cheek. Please consider some 
education and warnings with product. I fear forthe safety of our kids, 
renee Myers 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 

6/15/2006 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2006 11:27 AM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request / 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <rdh8700@.aol.com> 
To: <customercarefS),sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2006 4:48 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Richard 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Hansen 
> 

> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
>(713)961-0553 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I understand that several people have been injured on your Webo Kite Tube. 
Any comments? 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
> 

6/15/2006 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Jim Koranda" <james@sportsstuff.com> 
Cc: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent; Tuesday, June 06, 2006 3:13 PM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <butterfly-kisses(g),comcast.net> 
To: <customercare(g),sportsstuffcom> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2006 12:24 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 

> First Name: 
> Heather 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Nelson 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
>(801)427-6638 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I would just like you to know that I think that the kite tube is the most 
dangerous thing on the lake. If I were you I would take it off the market. 
My husband was on the kite tube and we had watched the video 2 times and 
then we went out to try it. My husband was on it and the tube fliped and he 
was fliped into the water were he was knocked out and was not breathing when 
we pulled him out of the water. We then gave him CPR and called 911 over 
our radio in our boat. When we got him breating we put him all the way in 
the boat and and we was not responding or even able to talk. He was 
gurgling. I have 2 children and as you can imaginge I was frantic. I was 
so blessed that there were other people int he boat to help rae. We then 
went to the nearest boat ramp were there was a ambulance a flight for life. 
The Paramedics were able to see that he still was not getting enought oxygen 
and they put him on a strecher and put a tube down his mouth to help him get 
enough oxygen untill they got him to the hospital. We then had to life 
flight him to Flagstaff /Vrizona (we were at Lake Powell) and he was in ICU 
for 3 days and then in the regualr hospital room for another 3 days. As you 
can imagine I thought that my husband was going to die or that he was going 
to have brain damage. After many prayer and miracles he is alive and doing 

6/15/2006 
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better today. If I were you I would take this tune off the market before 
you liave any more accidents or even death. Heather Nelson 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
> 

6/15/2006 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent; Wednesday, June 07, 2006 2:33 PM 
Subject; Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <ty@zerogravityfitness.com> 
To: <customercarefg).sportsstuffcom> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2006 5:30 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
>Ty 
> 
> Last Name: 
>Hall 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> call 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (407)876-4386 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I have heard about three incidents of people getting seriously hurt using 
the Kite Tube. We purchased one about 3 months ago and use it as instructed 
in the video instruction manual. After hearing about these serious injuries 
(and one death) I would like to speak with a company representative about 
this product that we spent over $500.00 on and now have significant concerns 
about using. 
> 
> I would greatly appreciate a call to discuss. 
> 
> Thank you, 
> TY Hall 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent; Monday, June 12. 2006 3:13 PM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <glenn.walcott@,gmail.com> 
To: <customercare(a),sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Saturday, June 10, 2006 6:39 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Glenn 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Walcott 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (425)378-8262 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> Hello from Seattle. 
> 
> We purchased a kite tube and would like to retum it to you for a full 
refund. It looks like a lot of fun and was for a brief period until we 
caught a mild gust or the boat went over a wake, the tube went up 30 feet 
and I came slamming down into the water. The result was a broken ankle. My 
friend received a concussion and badly bmised his legs the same day; 
apparently it wasn't an infrequent occurrence to have the tube go out of 
control. 
> ' ^ 
> After doing a quick search on Wego Kite Tube on the intemet (google), it 
appears concussions are common and apparently one person has died from a 
fall from the tube in Texas. 
> 
> I have no intention of suing, but this product is ripe for litigation and 
I'm sure the company is aware ofthe dangers ofthis tube, all of which are 
not made clear. 
> • • 

> Let me know where I can send back the tube or at least a part of it to 
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111 Red Banks Road 
GreenvUle, NC 27834 

June 14, 2006 

Rick Hull 
Sporstuff, Inc. 
11213 E Circle (A) 
Omaha, Nebraska 68137 

Dear Rick, 

Subject: WEGO Ki te Tube Issues 

I want lo let you know that we have received 5 customer complaints regarding the WEGO since we 
began selling the product. Specifically, on June 6"̂  we got a call from an Elaine Scott indicating that her 
son had been thrown from the tube by a gust of wind and suffered several broken ribs. On June 7"" we 
received a call from a Duck Williams who said that he was thrown from a WEGO and briefly knocked 
unconscious, Finally, on June 10* we received e-mail from a customer who claims that local 
authorities are considering a ban on the WEGO at Lake Powell, These three customer contacts have 
been documented and are enclosed for your review. Based on a poll of our customer service staff we 
believe that we have taken two additional undocumented calls from customers who have had 
frightening experiences on the WEGO. 

We would like to understand SportstufTs position on these complaints and would like to know if you 
have received additional complaints from other customers. We would also like your recommendation 
on how we should respond to complaints such as these. Finally, we would like to know whether there 
are any changes to the product or to the accompanying materials that are contemplated by Sportstuff. I 
would like to speak to you directly on this mailer this afternoon If possible and no later than Friday; I can 
be reached at 252-353-7519. 

Respectfully, f ) 

i J ^ C54>C,. 
Vernon High 
Director of Purchasing 
Overtons 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 8:16 AM 
Subject: Fw; SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <calestiecall(g).hotmai 1.com> 
To: <customercare@sportsstufF.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:31 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> • 

> First Name: 
> Calestie 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Irvine 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> call 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (801)446-2471 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I have called spoke to several people, one manager by the name of Erica, 
and have left her several messages. Bought a kite tube through a different 
website took it out for the first time husband crashed do hard he had to be 
lifeflighted to nearest hospital. I do not want this thing! I w^nt ray money 
back!! We will not be able to boat the rest ofthe season. Someone please 
retum my call. I am begining to get fi*ustrated! 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 

6/15/2006 
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Mark Metcalfe 

From: Clara Hoban |choban@overtons.com] 
Sent; Thursday, June 08. 2006 9:24 AM 
To; 'Mark Metcalfe'; Vernon High' 
Cc: Stefanie Berry 
Subject: FW: Suggestion Form 

FYI - Wanted to make you aware of t h i s suggest ion. 
Thanks, 
Clara 

Clara J . Hoban 
Cal l Center D i rec to r 
Overton 's 
111 Red Banks Road 
Greenville, NC 27 835 
252-353-7571 
chobanOovertons.com <mailto:choban®overtonB,com> 

Visit us at overtons.com <http;//vww.overtons.com/> or at consumersmarine.com 
<http!//www.consumersmarine.com/? 

Original Message 
From: Suggestions fmailto:suggeBtions®overtons.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 6:47 PM 
To: sberry®overtons.com; choban®overtons.com 
Subject: Suggestion Form 

KINDOFCOMMENT = Suggestion 
SUGGESTIONFOR = OTHER 
OTHERTEXT = 12063 
COMMENTS = I HAVE A CUSTOMER NAMED DUCK WILLIAMS CELL PHONE 256-457-5023. HE SAYS THAT HE 
WANTS TO QO ON THE RECORD AS SAYING THAT THE WEGO KITE TUBE IS TOO DANGEROUS. HE SAYS THAT 
HE HEARD OF A GUY BREAKING HIS NECK AND DYING WHILE USING THIS TUBE, AND HE WAS ALMOST THE 
2ND. HE SAYS THAT HE FELL OFF THE THING AND WAS KNOCK UNCONTIOUS. HE SAYS THAT HE SUFFERED 
A SLIGHT LACERATION TO HIS KIDNEY. HE SAYS THAT, THAT SHOULD HEAL IN.ABOUT 2 WEEKS. 
HE IS OUT OP WORK FOR A WHILE. HE WANTED TO LET US KNOW THAT IT IS NOT SAFE. 
HE SAYS THAT HE LOOKED AT THE VIDEO 2-3 TIMES AND SAID THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THE PRODUCT, 
BUT IT STILL GOT OUT OF CONTROL, I WILL SAY MYSELF THAT THIS IS THE 2ND CUSTOMER THAT I 
HAVE TALKED TO WHO HAS HAD A BAD EXPERIENCE WITH THIS TUBE. PLEASE STOP SELLING THIS ITEM, 
I KNOW THAT IT IS NOT THAT SIMPLE, BUT I JUST HAD A MAN ON THE PHONE, THAT ALMOST BROUGHT 
ME TO TEARS. HE WAS NOT UPSET AT ALL, HE JUST WANTED TO LET US KNOW THAT THE ITEM IS WAY 
TO DANGEROUS. I HAD TO SEND THIS SUGGESTION BC IT IS BY THE GRACE OF GOD THAT THIS MAN IS 
ABLE TO CALL AND SAY THAT. I WILL GO NOW. 
NAME = TADANA 

77^9 

mailto:choban@overtons.com
mailto:choban�overtonB,com
http://overtons.com
http://www.consumersmarine.com/
mailto:suggeBtions�overtons.com


(' Pagel ofl 

Erica Peterson ' 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:44 PM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <garyh@,tribcsp.com> 
To: <customercare@,sportsstuffcom> 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 12:49 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Troy 
> 
> Last Name: 
> hackett 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> • 

> Phone Number: 
> (307)876-2772 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> Hello i had purached a kite tube.thease are the most dangerous tubes. A 
buddy fell off uncontrollable.puncutred a lung,tore him up bad 10000.00 in 
hospital bills .No one has been able to control had many outher wrecks this 
is a law suit waiting to happen.I wouldnt sell one of thease to no one 
thanks troy .You hit the water at 10 ft at 25-30 mph its going to hurt ,many 
poeple that have tried this tube will not get back on 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
> 

^ ^ 
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E r i c a Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent; Monday, June 12, 2006 2:57 PM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <Abvelazco(a),hotmail.com> 
To: <customercare(g).sportsstuffcom> 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2006 4:40 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see beiovsr. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Alec 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Velazco 
> • • 

> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (770)354-4841 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I recently recieved your Wego Kite Tube and used it today for the first 
time, I have decided that the tube is simply unsafe for average 
recreational use. I used as directed and only with a professional 
experienced driver would I ever tmst my life on this tube ever again. I 
would like to retum the tube and be refunded. I purchased it from Overtons 
and would like to know how to go about doing so. The tube is in perfect 
condition (only used once) and ,as I said, is simply too dangerous for 
everyday use. Pleae email me back with information. Thank you very much. 
Alec 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
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E r i c a Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 3:13 PM 
Subject; Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <glemT.walcott(2),gmail.com> 
To: <customercare(5!sportsstuffcom> 
Sent: Saturday, June 10,2006 6:39 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> AiXi online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Glenn 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Walcott 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
>(425)378-8262 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> Hello from Seattle. 
> 
> We purchased a kite tube and would like to retum it to you for a full 
refund. It looks like a lot of fun and was for a brief period until we 
caught a mild gust or the boat went over a wake, the tube went up 30 feet 
and I came slamming down into the water. The result was a broken ank|e. My 
friend received a concussion and badly bmised his legs the same day; 
apparently it wasn't an infrequent occurrence to have the tube go out of 
control. 
> 
> After doing a quick search on Wego Kite Tube on the intemet (google), it 
appears concussions are common and apparenfly one person has died from a 
fall from the tube in Texas, 
> 
> I have no intention of suing, but this product is ripe for litigation and 
I'm sure the company is aware ofthe dangers ofthis tube, all of which are 
not made clear. 
> 
> Let me know where I can send back the tube or at least a part of it to 
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show I will no longer be using it and ttiat you will refund the $499 plus 
8.8% tax I paid in Washington. 
> 
> Have a nice day. 
> 
> Glenn 
> 
> 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
> 

6/22/2006 
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Er i ca Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff,com> 
Co: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff,com> 
Sent; Monday, June 19, 2006 4:51 PM 
Subject; Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <mckendryfg).hudsonplumbing.com> 
To: <customercare(g),sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:47 AM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
>Rob 
> 
> Last Name: 
> McKendry 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (416)917-4433 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I am glad to be writting you this letter today after riding the kite tube 
on the weekend and hitting a gust of wind ending up 30-40ft on the air and 
coming crashing down to the water, i was lucky to only suffer a concushion, 
mputured ear drum and almost drown but I am not blaming you i new ofthe 
risk and the people getting hurt, but I am blaming you ifyou don't do 
anything to fix it ray sugestion is it needs an quick release pull cord that 
the rider can pull to disconect the tude from the boat if such a problem 
occurs where the tube goes out of control. Hopefully you can see my point. 
Writing from Canada while on the mend, do something so more people don't get 
hurt. 
> Thanks for listening. 
> Rob. 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 

2(̂ 1 
612212006 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com


( i Page 1 of 1 

Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff,com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epelerson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent; Thursday, June 22, 2006 11:08 AM 
Subject; Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <skitrix 1 (g).comcast,net> 
To: <customercare(a),sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 22,2006 9:49 AM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Mike 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Sandberg 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
>(651)235-0048 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> My friend was injured the first day he got your flying tube. He doesn't 
want it any longer nor does he want to sell it because he thinks someone 
else will get hurt. Is there any way we can bring it back to the dealer for 
a refund and not have them take a hit for having a used tube? Thanks! 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
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E r i c a Peterson 

From; "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
To: <james(gsportsstuff.com>; "leroy" <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
Co: "ERICA PETERSON (E-mail)" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 4:57 PM 
Subject: Fw: Wego 

Any idea how i should answer this one? 
Original Message — 

From; Chris Delterinq 
To; Erica Bush 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 4:31 PM 
Subject: Fw; Wego 

Here ya go-more Wego fun! 

Original Message — 
From; Ross Hoffman 
To: Chris Deitering 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 4:15 PM 
Subject: RE: Wego 

Thanks Chris, but herein lies the problem. We used the kite tube for the first time this past weekend. Unfortunately a friend got 
hurt using It and broke 3 ribs with a torn ear drum and was helicoptered lo the hospital. While filing the report with the New Jersey 
State Police who were on the scene of the accident, they told us you need a license, and that they are sending the boat operator 
tickets in the mail for not having a parasailing license. Also that if they saw these tubes again they would be issuing tickets. Now 
we are afraid to use them. Is your company absolutely sure, and can you provide proof that we can use in court to show that a 
license is not required? Sincerely, Ross Hoffman 

—Original Message— 
From: Chris Deitering [mailto:cdeitering@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 3:32 PM 
To: fightclub74@comcast.net 
Subject: Wego 

Good afternoon Ross 

There is not a license required for the Wego. However it is very important you watch the instructional video and read the 
users manual with the unit before operating as it is different than anything on the market. 

Best Regards, 
Chris Deitering 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
www.sportsstuff.com 
1-888-814-8833 
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Er ica Peterson • 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff.com> 
Cc: "Jim Koranda" <james(gsportsstuff.com>; "leroy" <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 8:12 AM 
Subject: Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstufflnc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <v.wilson(2),comcast.net> 
To: <customercare(a),sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 5;03 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below, 
> 
> First Name: 
> Virginia 
> 
> Last Name: 
> wilson 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> (303)907-1563 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> I was flying on your kite and fell and splittered my femer if I was you I 
would take this product off the market because you are going to be sued by-
all these people who have been hurt and even killed by your product. And you 
don't even take responsibility for it. You're company will be bankmpted by 
these pending lawsuits I can't believe you are so naive to think it won't 
happen. Disclamiers will never hold up against a jury. 
> 
> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
> 
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Erica Peterson 

From: "Customer Care" <customercare@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Erica Peterson" <epeterson@sportsstuff,com> 
Cc: "Jim Koranda" <james@sportsstuff.com>; "leroy" <leroyp@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent; Wednesday, June 28, 2006 1:47 PM 
Subject; Fw: SS Online Help Request 

Erica S. Bush 
Customer Service Director 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
1-888-814-8833 

Original Message 
From: <garyh@tribcsp.com> 
To: <customercare@,sportsstuff com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 10:10 PM 
Subject: SS Online Help Request 

> An online user has filled out the contact 
> form on the website. Please see below. 
> 
> First Name: 
> Troy 
> 
> Last Name: 
> Hackett 
> 
> Reply to this request via: 
> email 
> 
> Phone Number: 
> ( ) - . 
> 
> Questions and comments: 
> Hello just wondering ifyou guy are paying for hospital bills. I got a 
nice one 4000.00 for a 10 secound ride on the kite tube.Iam also trying to 
get all the people that have been hurt on thease tubes to file one big 
lawsuit and put this thing out for good thanks troy 
> • . 

> END OF MESSAGE 
> 
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IVIc lnerney, S tephen 

From: post-gazette.com Daily Headlines [emailheadrines@post-gazette.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 4:02 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: [Possibly SPAM (Bay): ] - Headlines from post-gazette.com for Wednesday, July 12, 2006 -
Bayesian Filter detected spam 

p A P ' K , ^ 

post-^i^eeo^ Headl ines by E-mai l 
iHiDmieliJliiHaiM|iSpcWaii?A&E»IWMites^ 

Addicted to TV? 

With post-gazette.com's new TV listings product, you can: 

• Check TV schedules 

• Create customized w 

• Watch previews. 

• Get show recommenc 

• And much more. 

Visit the page below to try it c 

http://www.post-gazette.cor 

Local news 
B Allegheny County Counc . ...^/iMny oan it state doesn't 
• Man cleared of rape by DNA back in court in domestic frays 

Obituaries 
• Obituary: Craig Robert Johnson / Program director of chemistry and physics at Carlow 
^ Obituary: Vincent M. Guttiila / Co-owner of trucking company 

City Neighborhoods 
^ Despite cancer treatments, it's business as usual says mayor's office 
• Mayor weathers firet chemotherapy well 

Westmoreland County 
• Motorist killed in crash on Route 819 

Business 
^ Extra fees may be 'crammed' into your phone bill 
B Union idea splits workers at food co-op 
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Interact 
• Researchers work to thwart cleverer cyber scammers 
^ Video blog star Amanda Congdon launched a special brand of Internet-age fame 

Columnists 
H Dan Simpson: The ghost of Somalia 

Commentary 
B Midweek Perspectives: The great immigration mistake 
H Midweek Perspectives: All aboard mass transit 

Letters 
^ Letters to the editor, 07/12/06 

Editorials 
• Editorial; O'Connor's battle / The mayor deserves Pittsburgh's support 

' H Editorial: Undesirable army / Shortfalls allow the entry of hate-filled recruits 

Penguins 
^ NHL Notebook; Forsberg won't need second ankle surgery 

Pirates 
• MLB Notebook: TBS, Fox take lead roles in baseball's new TV deal 

Duquesne Sports 
• Q&A: Richard Pitino 

Travel 
B Valley Forge spotlights role of blacks in Washington's army 
• Corps of Engineers bans kite tubing on lakes 

Lifestyle 
• Despite excommunication threat, McCandless woman plans to become a priest 
^ Judge Rendell promotes governor's conference for women here in fall 

Arts & Entertainment 
• Art Review: 'Pinch Hitters' show hits to all fields 
H Obituary: Syd Barrett / Troubled co-founder of Pink Floyd 

More people visit post-gazette.com than any other site in Western Pennsylvania. It's your online source for 
Pittsburgh news, sports, entertainment and advertising. 

Please do not reply to this message, as it was sent from an unattended mailbox. To change your preferences or 
unsubscribe, visit http://wnww.post-gazette.com/aboutpg/emailheadlines/modify.asp. 

Copyright ©1997-2006 PG Publishing Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: PETER.WINlK(gLW.com 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 11:57 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Advisory issued on tube kite accidents.doc 

Attachments: Advisory issued on tube kite accidents.doc 

«Advisory issued on tube kite accidents.doc» FYI. I'm sure you've seen this. 

To comply with IRS regulations, we advise you that any discussion of Federal tax issues in this e-mail 
was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used by you, (i) to avoid any penalties imposed 
under the Intemal Revenue Code or (ii) to promote, market or recommend to another party any 
transaction or matter addressed herein. 

For more information please go to http://wvs^w.lw.com/resource/Publications/_pdf'publ289_l.pdf 
******************************************************************************* 

This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney work product for the sole 
use ofthe intended recipient. Any review, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without 
express permission is strictly prohibited. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender 
and delete all copies. 

Latham & Watkins LLP 
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, MN 55155-4046 

July 10, 2006 

For immediate release 

For more information contact: 
Tim Smalley DNR boating safety 
(651)259-5354 

Safety advisory issued on tube kiting 

In the wake of a number of accidents this summer, the Minnesota DNR is 

cooperating with the Consumer Product Safety Commission in advising extreme 

care in the use of so-called "tube kites". Tube kites are large, wide, sometimes 

saucer or delis-shaped inflatable tubes that are towed behind boats at speeds 

between 25 to 35 MPH. The speed of the boat causes the tube to lift into the air 

with its passenger(s), at times to 30 or more feet. 

"To date, we have seen a half a dozen personal injury accidents in 

Minnesota this summer where the riders have either fallen or been thrown off 

tube kite type devices. A plunge from 15 or more feet while the boat is moving at 

30 miles per hour can cause severe injury or even death," said Tim Smalley, MN 

DNR boating safety specialist. 

In a tube kite accident on Eagle Lake in Kandiyohi County Minnesota on 

July 4th, the boat operator thought the tube kite he was towing was going too 

high. As he slowed down hoping to lower the tube, it dove 15 feet into the water 

with the victim. The victim was seen floating face down in the water kept afloat 

only by his life jacket. He was unconscious for about 30 seconds. He was 

eventually taken to the'hospital by his wife and treated for a perforated eardrum. 

On June 25, on Fish Trap Lake in Morrisson County Minnesota on June 

25, a 19 year old fell 20 or 25 feet from a tube kite towed by his father and landed 

face down in the water. He complained of chest pains and was eventually 
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transported to Hennepin County Medical Center in Minneapolis in critical 

condition. 

In a Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) warning on tube kites 

released on June 30, they noted that possible reasons for incidents and injuries 

include a rider's difficulty in controlling the tube, boat operator inexperience, and 

how the tube reacts in certain weather conditions. Conditions of highest concern 

to the CPSC are wind gusts that can cause the tube to spin out of control, or 

sudden stopping or slowing by the boat operator. According to the CPSC, 

slowing can cause the tube to nose dive and hit the water or allow the tube rider 

to continue past the top of the boat and hit either the towing boat, another 

xwatercraft or other objects such as a bridge. 

At least three tube kite fatalities have occurred this summer in the US, as 

v/ell as at least two-dozen personal injury accidents. Injuries noted by the CPSC 

include heart and lung trauma, broken neck, back injury, jaw fracture, 

concussion, cracked ribs, perforated eardrum and broken limbs. 

"We want to help the Consumer Product Safety Commission alert 

Minnesota water recreation enthusiasts to the danger of falling into the water at 

dangerous heights from one of these water toys," Smalley said. "Just because 

you're coming down into the water, doesn't necessarily make for a soft, cushy 

landing; especially when you can be going 30 miles an hour face first." 

I t U.U ff ff If i t t t i t 

Note to editor - the Consumer Products Safety Commission warning on tube 
kiting may be viewed at http://www.cpsc.qov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06202.html 
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Mcln erney, Stephen 

Fronn: PCappel@comdt.uscg.mil on behalf of Cappel, Philip [PCappel@comdt.uscg.mil] 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 6:49 AM 

To; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Kite Tubing ~ Ohio Incidents 

Marc, 
More info on kite tubes. Apparently the Corps of Engineers has sent out a query to the states to gather 
information on kite tube accidents reported in each state. 

VAdS<i^ipd 
Chief, Recreational Boating Product Assurance Division (G-PCB-3) 

Office of Boating Safety, United States Coast Guard 
Phone; (202) 267-0988 Fax: (202) 267-4285 

E-Mail: pcappel@comdt.uscg.mi! 
www. uscgboating. org 

—Original Message— 
From: Wisse, John 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 3:56 PM 
To: 'brenda.a.warren@usace.army.mil' 
Subject: Kite Tubing ~ Ohio Incidents 

Brenda — 

1 have been asked to respond to your query regarding kite tubing incidents in Ohio. Per our eariier conversation, 
here is what we have reported into the Ohio Department of Natural Resources during 2006: 

* The first reported incident occurred May 20 on East Fork Lake in Clermont County, Ohio. A 36-yo-male 
was riding upon a kite tube that had become airborne to an approx. height of 15 feet with a tow speed of approx. 
30 mph when the tube flipped over. The victim hit the water face first, sustained internal injuries, was treated and 
released at an area hospital. 

* The second incident occurred on June 24 on Delaware Reservoir in Delaware County, Ohio. A 37-yo-
male victim sustained serious internal injuries when the kite tube upon which he was riding became airborne to an 
approx. height of 15 feet and flipped over. The victim impacted the water head and shoulder first. 

* The third incident occurred July 3'at Indian Lake State Park in Logan County. A 23-yo-maie sustained 
moderate injuries while riding on a kite tube that had become airborne and flipped, sending the victim into the 
water. He sustained external bruising of the face and moderate, but significant internal injuries. 

Each victim required transport by EMS personnel and treatment at a hospital. 

State watercraft officers and state parks officers have observed very few numbers of persons utilizing a kite tube 
on Ohio waterways. 

Ohio State Parks maintains an existing administrative rule (1501:41-11-04) since mid-1970s that prohibits the use 
of airfoils that ODNR has determined also includes use of kite tubes when they become airborne. However, kite 
tubes are permitted for general use when kept solely upon the water surface and within the scope of other 
existing state park and boating regulations. 

We have noted that several marine product retail stores have removed these products from their shelves and that 

7/12/2006 2?2-
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we have heard an unconfirmed report of at least one kite tube manufacturer that has withdrawn the product from 
the retail market in Ohio. You should have in your file a copy of the 6-30-06 news release from the LJ.S. 
Consunner Product Safety Commission. 

We have observed media stories on (3) kite tubing fatalities. April 30 in Texas (33-yo-male); June 26 in Wisconsin 
(42-yo-male) and July 4 on Belwood Lake near Guelph, Ontario, which is believed to be the first Canadian fatality. 

Also, you may find this July 7 story in the Oakland (CA) Press of interest, (see below) 

Let me know Brenda if we can be of any further assistance to you on this issue. Thanks. 

John Wisse 
Public Information Officer 
ODNR Division of Watercraft 
"Where Safe Boating Comes First" 
614-265-6695 

Are kite tubes a danger? 

Of The Oakland Press 
A 42-year-old woman knocked unconscious on Union Lake on the Fourth of July was kite tubing, a new form of 
water sport that is both thrilling and, according to some, dangerous. 
The woman, who has not been identified publicly, is expected to recover from her serious injuries. 
While kite tubes are selling quickly, seemingly a must for extreme water sports enthusiasts, safety concerns have 
arisen. 
In an admittedly unusual move, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission publicly announced an 
investigation of kite tubing. 
On June 30, a public warning was issued by the connmission as a precursor to the holiday weekend about kite 
tubing injuries, when 12 serious injuries had been reported. Two deaths - in Texas and Wisconsin - have been 
reported in the U.S. and one in Canada. 
"We are now up to 28 injuries," said Julie Vallese, commission spokeswoman. "It's very new to us. We started 
learning about incidents in the late spring. The numbers have just continued to grow." 
At the Skiers Pier shop on Dixie Highway, Waterford Township, store manager Mark Roberts said people's 
interest is primed. 
"We can't keep them in," he said of the devices, which cost about $500. "It's a new product for this year. They're 
very popular Everybody asks for the kite tube because they've seen them advertised or see them on the lake." 
Roberts said there is no confusion about the devices, which come with clear safety warnings. 
"Everybody knows that they go up, that's why they buy them," Roberts said. 
Kite tubing involves a person riding behind a boat on an inflatable tube that can be more than 10 feet in diameter 
hooked to the boat with a 45-foot to 65-foot tether. While the tubes generally go about 10 feet in the air, they 
reportedly can reach 40 feet in height. 
"Obviously, it takes a bit of speed to get this thing off the water and up into the air," said Oakland County Sheriff 
Michael Bouchard, who said Tuesday's crash was the first serious kite tubing injury in the county. 
"There is so little direct control you have over those," the sheriff said. "You are a projectile subject to the whims of 
the water, the air, and the driver Suddenly, a fun afternoon can have life-altering consequences." 
Bouchard pointed out that someone can get hurt doing pretty much anything, evidenced by a 21-year-old 
University of Michigan student from Plymouth who early Tuesday morning was critically injured after diving off a 
dock into an area only 29 inches deep and striking the bottom of Sylvan Lake. 
Still, he said, users of these lake toys cannot be trained to handle them. 
"The reality with this is, you don't have a great deal of piloting control," Bouchard said. "Where are you going to 
learn this?" 
Capt. Joseph Slawek ofthe West Bloomfield Fire Department, which handled transporting the Waterford 
Township woman from Union Lake, said a fall from even a short distance into water can injure a person. 
"The people riding on the tubes are unprepared for the potential of striking the water," Slawek said. "Striking the 
water at greater than 5 feet can result in a serious head injury." 
Slawek said the woman was knocked unconscious in her fall, which reportedly was from about 10 feet in the air. 
She regained consciousness and did not appear to have suffered any spinal injuries. 
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A co-worker at a Commerce Township catering business where she worked could not comment on her recovery. 
Nationwide, injuries reported to the safety commission from kite tubing include a broken neck, punctured lung, 
broken ribs, broken femur, chest and back injuries, and jaw fractures. 
"We are seeing reports of people being knocked unconscious," Vallese said. "The agency does have an active 
investigation into the new water sport of kite tubing. We are trying to determine the conditions and what is 
contributing to the injuries, for those people who choose to participate in kite tubing. 
"To announce we have an open investigation is extremely unusual for this agency." 
She said the investigation was announced to allow "people to make an informed decision if they want to 
participate." 
And wh ile the commission typically identifies es particular products for safety issues, this is an investigation of the 
sport, not specific models of kite tubes. 
"At this stage, we're just trying to figure out kite tubing," Vallese said. 
While Bouchard does not see laws going after kite tubes, he said, if a flood of litigation occurs over injuries, they 
could disappear from the market. 
But Roberts, of Skiers Pier, said he does not see them overtaking regular tubing or water-skiing. 
"1 think it's more of a fad," Roberts said. "1 think it will die down." 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney , S tephen 

From: PCappel@comdt.uscg.mil on behalf of Cappel, Philip [PCappel@comdt.uscg.mil]. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 9:36 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW; RE; Consumer Product Safety Comm notice on kite tubing 

.Marc, 
More information on banning of kite tubes, this time by the Corps of Engineers. 

0 • • WW ^ ^ ^ w ^ w ^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ 

Chief, Recreational Boating Product Assurance Division (G-PCB-3) 
Office of Boating Safety, United States Coast Guard 

Phone; (202) 267-0988 Fax; (202) 267-4285 
E-Mail: pcappel@comdt.uscq.mil 

wvvw.uscgboating.org 

From: carduer@yahoo.com [mailto:carduer@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:02 PM 
To: Hoedt, Jeff= 
Subject: Fwd: RE: Consumer Product Safety Comm notice on kite tubing 

Jeff...more info.... 

"Hendricks, Arlyn SWT" <Arlyn.Hendricks@!SWT03.usace.army.mil> wrote: 
Subject: RE: Consumer Product Safety Comm notice on kite tubing 
Date: Wed, 5 Jul 2006 15:21:36 -0500 
From: "Hendricks, Arlyn SWT" <Arlyn.Hendricks(^SWT03.usace.army.mil> 
To: "ceciliarolf duer" <carduer(^yahoo.com> 

Jeff is correct; the Tulsa District, Corps of Engineers has banned them from the lakes we manage in Oklahoma 
plus eight lakes in Kansas and two in Texas. I also received word today that the Little Rock District has also 
banned them on their lakes. The Tulsa restriction was done late last week, the Little Rock one Monday. 

Yahoo! Messenger with Voice. Make PC-to-Phone Calls to the US (and 30+ countries) for 2^/min or 
less. 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

Fronn: Syracuse.com Newsletters [syracuse.com_newsletters@update.syracuse.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:02 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject; [Possibly SPAM (Bay); ] - Syracuse.com's Orange Insider - Bayesian Filter detected spam 

.lf..yp.u.M.nnolreM.tbis.,emM,..!ii!lew..U^̂ ^̂  ^ S Forward To A Friend or Colleague 

ONLY YOU 
KNOW 

WHAT YOU WAHT. 

Exii lore^passlUllto 
sffiim^ywirnext 

ear a reali^. 

JhtBestlaenlHiBm 

TheBWHSiaiiiinti 

NEWS I LOCAL | SPORTS | FORUMS | CAMS+RADIO+TV | ENTERTAINMENT | CLASSIFIEDS 

S Syracuse Unlversi^ 

ORANGE INSIDER 
FAN GUIDE 

Everything an Orange fan 
needs and then some. 
• Game schedule, Dome 
info., directions, more 

SPEAK UP 
Cheer and support the SU 
football team. 
• Join the discussion noyy! 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
Orange Basketball 

POST-STANDARD UPDATES 
ORANGE BASKETBALL 

• Class of '07 in Sporting News 8:40 a.m. 
EJ 

• New rankings for the Class of '07 10:29 
p.m. ET 

• More From The Orange Basketball Weblog 

ORANGE LACROSSE 

• SU recruits at Jordan Clasic • This just in... 3:21 p.m. ET 

• Updated roster 3:46 p.m. ET 

• More From The Orange Lacrosse Weblog 

• Texas A&M 66, Syracuse 
58 

• SU's NCAA Practice; 
03/15/06 

• More Hoop,.P.hoto..s 

Orange Lacrosse 

• Virginia 17. Syracuse 10 

• Syracuse 13, Johns 
Hopkins 12 

• Syracuse 11, Han/ard 4 

• More,Lax Photos 

FULL COVERAGE 

Get complete coverage of all 
of your favorite SU teams on 
Syracuse.com 
• Basketball 
• Lacrosse 
• Football 

ORANGE FOOTBALL 

• Paul Pasqualoni 11:20 a.m, ET 

• Mailbag - Worid Cup 5:04 p,m. ET 

vMore Erom.The OrangeJ^_oot̂ ^^^ 

From THE POST-STANDARD 

• Traveling USA heads to Boston 

' Moment of silence for former player 

• Lax Attracts 

• Ex-SU lacrosse player dies 

• 14-Dav Story Archive 

News & Info From Our Sponsor 
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^•g |^„ |^^^^^ t_—^. j - - i Subscribe to The Post-Standard today and get incredible 
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Subscription Information: You are currently subscribed to receive the daily Syracuse.com 
'Orange Football' newsletter 

How To Unsubscribe: In order to unsubscribe from this newsletter, you can go to our 
unsubscribe page. 

How To Contact Us: You can either dick here or write to Syracuse.com, Re; Newsletters, 5795 
Widewaters Parkway, Syracuse, NY ^3214 

If you would prefer not to receive advertising emails or newsletters from Syracuse.com or its affiliates in the 
future, please let us know. Note: You will need to re-subscribe to any newsletters you wish to receive after 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From; PCappel@comdt.uscg.mil on behalf of Cappel, Philip [PCappel@comdt.uscg,mil] 

Sent: Friday, June 16, 2006 8:31 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

Importance: High 

Attachments: FW; kite tubing; RE: kite tubing; kite tubing; FW; A little more on kite tubing; FW; [Bias] Kite 
Tubing Accidents; FW; kite tube; FW; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents; FW; [Education] Kite 
Tubing Accidents; FW; Kite Tubing Accidents; FW; Kite Tubes 

Marc, 
This is the info we have gotten on kite tubes. Some of it is redundant but it gives you a flavor of the reaction of 
safety and law enforcement officials to this issue. Lake Powell is looking to ban the use of them. There has been 
one death so far and many of the injuries are serious spina! and neck injuries. These items are new to the market 
this year and, with the boating season just undenvay, it is amazing how many injuries have already occurred. 
They are obviously too difficult for the novice rider to control in the myriad wind conditions that occur when being 
towed in various directions. Also, because they are used on the water vice asphalt, riders are completely ignorant 
of the injurious forces that are actually present when falling from ten feet above the water while moving forward at 
35 mph. Our office would strongly support a recall of this product. 

Pide^tfipd 
Chief, Recreational Boating Product /Assurance Division (G-PCB-3) 

Office of Boating Safety, United States Coast Guard 
Phone: (202) 267-0988 Fax; (202) 267-4285 

E-Mail: pcappel@comdt.uscg.mil 
www.uscgboating.org 

From: Schmidt, Bruce 
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 11:23 AM 
To: Cusumano, Elizabeth; Hoedt, Jeff; Cappel, Philip 
Cc: Blackman, Richard 
Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 
Importance: High 

Hello Liz ~ 

In regard to kite tube accidents ~ I want to ensure we have the most up to date accident information compiled so 
Jeff and Phil have a better picture of what's happening out there. 

Please update our spreadsheet using the information contained in this message. Granted ~ the information is 
preliminary thus far but far more telling than our spreadsheet from yesterday. Apparently there's been a death in 
Waco, TX associated with the use of this device. Please read the fonvarded message from Fred Messmann. 

Also provided are all the messages I have on file. It's good we're staying on top ofthis 

Bruce 

From: fmessman@NDOW.org [mailto:fmessman@NDOW.org] 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:10 PM 
To: Edwin W. Lyngar; Cameron Waithman; David Pfiffner; Frank Chaves; James Herndon; Jerry Smith; Paul 

:2?r 
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Dankowski; Rob Buonamici; Steve Albert: 
Cc: Schmidt, Bruce; Hoedt, Jeff 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

Original Message 
From: Luckesen [mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert; Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kunci; Jim 
Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged in 
a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. 
Controlling a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down 
into the water at a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the fonA/ard tow 
speed of the vessel and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH, As a medic I 
have responded to three of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients ali had to be Airvac to 
Level I Trauma Centers. A 29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-
old male with a hemopneumothorax produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a 
whiplash injury and was released from the hospital. Several weeks' eariier another Medic had a similar case at 
Lake Powell involving a young man with a severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently 
seeing Kite Tube patients with similar injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with 
other water enforcement agencies they are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and 1 have heard of one fatality in Texas. 
This death was due to a transected aortic commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. 
Interviews with friends and family members of patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at 

Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party priorto 
the incidents that required advanced life support. All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed 
when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became unstable, and plunged up side down into the 
water. Friends of the victims that did not immediately report their injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, 
had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www,kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.davport.com 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=16155@kutv.davport.com 

http;//www.break.com/index/tu binqtakeoff.html 

Glen.CaoyonJ.s considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr, Baron has also 
taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

P7f 
7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: skweatheringtoh@agfc.state.ar,us on behalf of Weatherington, Stephanie K. 
[skweatherington@agfc.state.ar.us] 

Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 10:14 AM 

To: Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; kite tubing 

Bruce, 

This is a video clip that mentions the fatality accident in Texas involving kite tubing. 

http;//vww.kuh/.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com 

Steph 

2^ 
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Mclrerney, Stephen 

From: KBergersen@azgfd.gov on behalf of Kevin Bergersen [KBergersen@azgfd.gov] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 2:03 PM 

To: Gogle, Nancy; thomas,santaguida@maine.gov; arigby@dbw.ca,gov; 
dick_snyder@mercmarine.com; DonnieP@SCDNR.STATE.SC.US; fmessman@ndow.org; 
jadey@abyc,org; ken,ripley@state.tn.us; larry.migliozzi@oprhp.state.ny.us; edanoles@verison.net; 
pdillon@acanet.org; richard.moore@fwc.state.fl.us; skweatherington@agfc.state.ar.us; Schmidt, 
Bruce 

Subject: RE; kite tubing 

FYI - Arizona just had one of these "Kite Tube" accidents on Lake Mead, Apparently the "kite tube" rider's boat 
wasn't fast enough to get his contrivance airborne, so he found a passing faster boat to help him (the operator on 
new boat was possibly impaired) with his new found buddy accelerating the tow boat to 45 mph, the rider was 
finally able to get his "kite tube" airborne just long enough to attain an altitude of 25 feet whereby he immediately 
plunged straight down into the lake at the aforementioned 45 mph (plus gravity). 

End result, air-evac for treatment of a punctured lung, broken ribs, cracked vertebrae and a bleeding 
spleen also, the tow buddy left the scene and never returned, 

%evin (Bergersen 
Law Enforcement Programs Coordinator 
Boating Law Administrator 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
2221 West Greenway Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 85023 
Office (602) 789-3383 
FAX (602)789-3945 

Life Jaclcets Save Lives Always Wear a PFD While on the Water 

Keep a Good Day Good..... Boating Safety is the Key! 

Original Message 

From: Gogle, Nancy [mailto;Nancy.Gogle@dnr.state.oh.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:27 AM 
To: thomas.santaguida@maine.gov; arigby@dbw.ca.gov; dick_snyder@mercmarine.com; 
DonnieP@SCDNR.STATE.SC.US; fmessman@ndow.org; jadey@abyc.org; Kevin Bergersen; 
ken.ripley@state.tn.us; larry.migliozzi@oprhp.state.ny.us; edanoles@verison.net; pdillon@acanet.org; 
richard.moore@fwc.state.fl.us; skweatherington@agfc.state.a.r.us; Bruce Schmidt 
Subject: kite tubing 

Fellow BIRAC Members, 
Ohio has just started to experience 'kite tubing' (vessels towing an oversized tube until it becomes 
airborne) accidents. These devices are very new to Ohio but they seem to have attracted a lot of attention. 
Bruce Schmidt is just starting to get a flurry of reports involving these devices. Has your state received 
accident reports involving these devices? I notice from the report below that they are in use in the western 
states but, I would like to know an eMmate^of how many accidents have been reported in the last year or 
so. Any of these fatalities? 

hlavicy M. Q o ^ ^ 

7/13/2006 
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phone; 614-265-6615 
fax; 614-267-8883 

Original Message 
From: Gates, Richard J 
Subject: FW: A little more on kite tubing 

In addition to Dan's information. One of our officers completed a program at Bass Pro 
Shops this past weekend during their annual Boating and Camping Weekend. 
He had occassion to discuss this product with the store manager. The manager informed 
him that the product had been pulled from the shelves at the request of the manufacturer. 
No further information was available. 

Rich 

Original Message 
From: Fuller, Dan 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 9:26 AM 
Subject: A little more on kite tubing 

Dan Fuller, Supervisor 
Division Of Watercraft 
1150 E. 49th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone:216-361-1212 
Fax: 216-361-0604 
E-Mail: Dan.Fuller@dnr.state.oh.us 

This is from a ranger at Glen Canyon. Several National Park Service locations are trying to 
ban them. 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell 
that were engaged in a new water activity called Kite Tubing, This activity involves a 
large round inflated tube that is towed behind a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto 
the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is 
extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into 
the water at a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both 
the forward tow speed of the vessel and then at the downward accelerated speed, which 
can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three of these calls in a one 
week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level 1 Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-
old male with a hemopneumothorax produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old 
female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from the hospital. Several weeks' eariier 
another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a severely 
punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients 
with similar injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with 
other water enforcement agencies they are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard of 
one fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic commonly seen in 
deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members 
of patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, 
multiple minor Kite Tubing injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party priorto 
the incidents that required advanced life support. All victims stated they were using the kite 

7/13/2006 2^7^ 
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tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became unstable, and 
plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report 
their injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type 
injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand 
corner. These clips show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http;//www.kutv,com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport,com 

http;//www,kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport,com 

http;//www.break,com/index/tubingtakeoff.html 

7/13/2006 
M 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport,com
http://www.break,com/index/tubingtakeoff.html


Message ,̂  Page 1 of 2 

Mclne rney , S tephen 

From: Nancy.Gogle@dnrstate,oh.us on behalf of Gogle, Nancy [Nancy.Gogle@dnrstate.oh.us] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 1:27 PM 

To: thomas:santaguida@maine.gov; arigby@dbw.ca,gov; dick_snyder@mercmarine.com; 
DonnieP@SCDNR,STATE.SC.US; fmessman@ndow.org; jadey@abyc.org; 
kbergersen@gf state.az.us; ken.ripley@state.tn.us; larry.migliozzi@oprhp.state.ny.us; 
edanoles@verison,net; pdillon@acanet,org; richard,moore@fwc.state.fl.us; 
skweatherington@agfc,state.arus; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: kite tubing 

Fellow BIRAC Members, 
Ohio has just started to experience 'kite tubing' (vessels towing an oversized tube until it becomes airborne) 
accidents. These devices are very new to Ohio but they seem to have attracted a lot of attention, Bruce Schmidt 
is just starting to get a flurry of reports involving these devices. Has your state received acciderit reports involving 
these devices? 1 notice from the report below that they are in use in the western states but, 1 would like to know 
an est!.rD.ale...of how many accidents have been reported in the last year or so. Any of these fatalities? 

WotncyM. (^ogle/ 
phone; 614-265-6615 
fax; 614-267-8883 

Original Message 
From: Gates, Richard J 
Subject: FW: A little more on kite tubing 

In addition to Dan's information. One of our officers completed a program at Bass Pro Shops this 
past weekend during their annual Boating and Camping Weekend. 
He had occassion to discuss this product with the store manager The manager informed him that 
the product had been pulled from the shelves at the request of the manufacturer No further 
information was available. 

Rich . 

Original Message 
From: Fuller, Dan 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 9:26 AM 
Subject: A little more on kite tubing 

Dan Fuller, Supervisor 
Division Of Watercraft 
1150E.49thSt. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone:216-361-1212 
Fax: 216-361-0604 
E-Mail: Dan.Fuller(^dnr.state.oh.us 

This is from a ranger at Glen Canyon. Several National Park Service locations are trying to ban 
them. 

7/13/2006 
2 ^ 
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In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that 
were engaged in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round 
inflated tube that is towed behind a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it 
rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely challenging and the 
slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at a high rate of speed. The 
individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed of the vessel and then 
at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have 
responded to three of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be 
Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of 
C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax produced by broken ribs. My third patient 

' a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from the hospital. Several weeks' 
eariier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a severely 
punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with 
similar injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water 
enforcement agencies they are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and 1 have heard of one fatality in 
Texas, This death was due to a transected aortic commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane 
type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of patients have shown a disturbing 
trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon KiRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing injuries occurred 
with other members of the boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous 
heights, became unstable, and plunged up side down into the water Friends of the victims that did 
not immediately report their injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, 
whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand 
corner These clips show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://wviAA/,kutv,com/video/?id=16192@kutv,dayport.com 

http;//www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com 

http;//wvyw. break.com/index/tubinqtakeoff. html 

7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Nancy,Gogle@dnr state,oh,us on behalf of Gogle, Nancy [Nancy,Gogle@dnrstate!oh,us] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11 ;40 AM 

To: Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW: A little more on kite tubing 

phone: 614-265-6615 
fax; 614-257-8883 

Original Message 
From: Wisse, John 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:10 AM 
To: Beathard, Jane 
Cc: Gogle, Nancy 
Subject: RE: A little more on kite tubing 

Interesting - I may have Nancy Gogle track this down a bit more to see what substance might exist on that, 

JW 

NANCY —can you check on this notation from Jane B regards the National Park Service oh and we do 
have one national park in NE Ohio (Cuyahoga Valley NP). Would also like to know if this alleged action might also 
extend into the National Forest system (i.e. Wayne NF). Thanks 

Original Message 
From: Beathard, Jane 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:59 AM 
To: Wisse, John 
Subject: RE; A little more on kite tubing 

Did you also know that the National Park Service is considering withholding incident reports - not making 
them public record. 1 got something from Dennis Evans on it last week. Boy, would that be cbntroversiaL 

Original Message 
From: Wisse, John 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:26 AM 
To: Gates, Richard J; Prokop, Adam; Staiger, Bill; Sams, Brenda; Trump, Brett; Fuller, Dan; 
Roseler, Dave; Palmer, Dean; DeLong, TJ; Bird, John; Muench, Karen; Simonetti, Larry; Hinderer, 
Marilyn; Nehls, Jeff 
Cc: Beathard, Jane 
Subject: FW: A little more on kite tubing 

This seems like a fairiy new water recreation medium and could become a potential issue for us in 
Ohio. 

If we were in the future to take a new safety message out into the public sector, the first questions I 
must be able to answer; 

1. Is this really an issue for Ohio?; and 

2. Can we document injuries resulting from such activity. 

7/13/2006 
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So the point here would be for each of you to remain vigilant on this topic and provide precise 
documentation/incident information on any such accidents that may occur on our watenvays with 
regard to kite-tubing, I assure you that if 1 were to mention this to any media folks, this will their 
very first question - how dangerous is it and who can we interview (injury victims) who have 
participated in this activity safely and/or who sustained an injury? 

Please keep watch on this as it may be a developing concern and certainly one that we want to 
watch Department-wide should something develop. Thanks. 

J Wisse 

—-Original Message 
From: Gates, Richard J 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:09 AM 
To: Dauner, Chris; dnrwapak@Bright.net; Watercraft, Alum Creek; ZIocki, Matt; McGarity, William; 
Staiger, Bill; Sams, Brenda; Nnadi, Cheryl; Garter, Daisy; Fuller, Dan; Roseler, Dave; Palmer, 
Dean; Green, Deborah; King, Emily; Meravy, Frank; Nehls, Jeff; Bird, John; Wisse, John; Muench, 
Karen; Simonetti, Larry; Thompson, Lu; Hinderer, Marilyn; Quinn, Mike; Watercraft, Portsmouth; 
Barrera, Rick; Watercraft, Sandusky; Watercraft, Springfield; DeLong, TJ; Doncyson, Todd; Grace, 
Teri; Trump, Brett; Terry, Tamara; Brown, Patrick; Chedester, Robert;; Gramlet, Elizabeth; Elliott, 
Unda; Harless, Jaime; Hopkins, Lance; Johnson, Travens; Kruse, Matthew; Newman, Troy; 
Rymarczyk, Tom; Stapleton, Kenneth; Thompson, Robert 
Subject: FW: A little more on kite tubing 

In addition to Dan's information. One of our officers completed a program at Bass Pro Shops this 
past weekend during their annual Boating and Camping Weekend. 
He had occassion to discuss this product with the store manager The manager informed him that 
the product had been pulled from the shelves at the request of the manufacturer No further 
information was available. 

Rich 

Original Message 
From: Fuller, Dan 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 9:26 AM 
To: allieknish@sbcglobal.net; darcyegan@adelphia.net; debbiebs@attbi.com; Debbie Skellenger; 
logalbo@netzero.net; EileenRickarcl@adelphia.net; Paul Ertel; Frank Jennings; Jay Onacila; Jerry 
Henginius (wwycbreeze@comcast.net); Jim Pressler; Joe Gleason (Joseph.J.Gleason@USGG.mil); 
readyedi284@nls.net; John Onacila; John Lind (Painesville PS); jjpopo@hotmail.com; 
yanuzzi@vil.net; Kenny, Mark; Feller, Lee; dmromano@adelphia.net; Starr, Nicole LT; 
pbeale@adaweb.net; patmcilwee@cox.net; rtinge@nowonline.net; Russ Koscica; 
S.haver@csuohio.edu; sjrothacker@aol.com; Doncyson, Todd; Tom Bernardi; Virginia Suda (Div 7 
Sec); Battista, Randal; Simonetti, Larry; Staiger, Bill; Nehls, Jeff; DeWalt, Sam; ZIocki, Matt; 
Quinn, Mike; McGarity, William; Hustead, Sherrie; DeLong, TJ; Sams, Brenda; Gates, Richard J 
Subject: A little more on kite tubing 

7/13/2006 

Dan Fuller, Supervisor 
Division Of Watercraft 
1150E. 49thSt. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone:216-361-1212 
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Fax: 216-361-0604 
E-Mail: Dan.FulIer@dnr.state.oh.us 

This is from a ranger at Glen Canyon. Several National Park Service locations are trying to ban 
them. 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that 
were engaged in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round 
inflated tube that is towed behind a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it 
rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely challenging and the 
slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at a high rate of speed. The 
individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed of the vessel and then 
at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH, As a medic I have 
responded to three of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be 
Airvac to Level 1 Trauma Centers. A 29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of 
C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax produced by broken ribs. My third patient 
a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from the hospital. Several weeks' 
eariier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a severely 
punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with 
similar injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water 
enforcement agencies they are seeing Kite Tutjing injuries and 1 have heard of one fatality in 
Texas, This death was due to a transected aortic commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane 
type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of patients have shown a disturbing 
trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing injuries occurred 
with other members of the boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous 
heights, became unstable, and plunged up side down into the water Friends of the victims that did 
not immediately report their injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, 
whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then dick on the video section in the upper right hand 
corner. These clips show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http;//www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.davport.com 

http;//www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport,com 

http;//vwAv.break,com/index/tubingtakeoff,html 

7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Hoedt, Jeff [JHoedt@comdt.uscg.mil] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:37 AM 

To: Cappel, Philip; Timmons, Jeanne; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; [Bias] Kite Tubing Accidents 

FYI 

2^j2ACS^SeJt, 

Jeffrey N, Hoedt 
U.S, Coast Guard 
Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
G-PCB 
Ph; (202)267-0950 
Fax; (202)267-4285 
Jhoedt@comdt,uscg,mil 

From: KBergersen@azgfd.gov [mailto:KBergersen@azgfd.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:33 AM 
To: Ron Sarver; blas@nasbla.org; education@nasbla.org 
Cc: Hoedt, Jeff; staff@nasbla.org; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org; Calkin, Jo; Malatak, John; Cindy Wall 
Subject: RE; [Bias] Kite Tubing Accidents 

FYi - Arizona just had one of these "Kite Tube" accidents on Lake Mead. Apparently the "kite tube" rider's boat 
wasn't fast enough to get his contrivance airborne, so he found a passing faster boat to help him (the operator on 
new boat was possibly impaired) with his new found buddy accelerating the tow boat to 45 mph, the rider was 
finally able to get his "kite tube" airborne just long enough to attain an altitude of 25 feet whereby he immediately 
plunged straight down into the lake at the aforementioned 45 mph (plus gravity). 

End result, air-evac for treatment of a punctured lung, broken ribs, cracked vertebrae and a bleeding 
spleen also, the tow buddy left the scene and never returned. 

%evin (Bergersen 
Law Enforcement Programs Coordinator 
Boating Law Administrator 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
2221 West Greenway Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 85023 
Office (602) 789-3383 
FAX (602) 789-3945 

Life Jackets Save Lives Always Wear a PFD While on the Water 

7/13/2006 ^ 
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Keep a Good Day Good.....Boating Safety is the Key! 

-—Original Message 
From: Ron Sarver [mailto:ron@nasbla.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 7:23 AM 
To: blas@nasbla.org; education@nasbla.org 
Cc 'Hoedt, Jeff; staff@nasbla.org; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org; JGalkin@comdt.uscg.mil; 
JMalatak@comdt.uscg.mil 
Subject: [Bias] Kite Tubing Accidents 

Dave Harris, BLA for Utah, passed along [at the request ofthe National Park Service at Lake 
Powell] the attached release on kite tubing accidents. 

Dave reports that they have had at least one additional accident with this type of watertoy. 

Attached is the webpage for the manufacturer. A video clip is available on the site just below the 
large picture of the tube. 

bttpi//VMW ŝportsstyf̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

If you have any questions, please contact Dave directly at: 

Dave Harris . -; 
Boating Program Coordinator 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
801-538-7341 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Hoedt, Jeff [JHoedt@comdt,uscg.mil] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:34 AM 

To: Malatak, John; Timmons, Jeanne; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; kitetube 

FYI. This issue came up hotly a few days ago. Phil was checking into who had jurisdiction on these devices. See below. 

Jeffrey T̂ , Hoedt 

Jeffrey N, Hoedt 
U. S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
G-PCB 
Ph: (202)267-0950 
Fax: (202)267-4285 
Jhoedt@comdt.uscg.mil 

Original Message 
From: Cappel, Philip 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:53 PM 
To: 'Parisi, Barbara E' 
Cc: Hoedt, Jeff 
Subject: RE: kite tube 

Barbara, 
Your e-mail could not have been more timely as I was just about to contact CPSC regarding kite tubes. We have recently 
received several reports of serious injuries involving these towables and I was going to ask your agency to look into them and 
possibly recall them. As you noted, kite tubes are towed behind boats just as other mflatable tubes are and therefore fall 
under your jurisdiction and not ours. Ifyou need more info on the injuries being reported through their use I would be glad 
to put you in touch with the appropriate individuals. 

Original Message 
From: Parisi, Barbara E [mailto: BParisi@cpsc.govl 
Sent: Monday, June 12,2006 02:16 PM Eastern Standard Time 
To: Cappel, Philip 
Subject: kite tube 

I don't know ifyou recall, but you assisted me with a jurisdictional inquiry regarding an inflatable boat which was to be 
towed behind a regular boat and was intended for children. 

I have another jurisdictional question-this one involves a "kite tube," which is an inflatable boat which is to be towed behind 
a regular boat. The idea is that the regular boat gains enough speed so that the inflatable boat (with a rider on top of it) is 
lifted in the air. Ifyou would like to see a picture ofthe product, it can be viewed at www.sportsstuffcom. Applying your 
rationale for the towable toy boat to this product, I am assuming that since it is not permanently attached to the boat as 
associated equipment it should be treated as an inflatable recreational product under the CPSC jurisdiction. I wanted to check 
with you to see if you agreed. 

Thanks in advance for your help. 

7/13/2006 
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Barbara Parisi 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those ofthe author and do 

not necessarily represent those ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Intemet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 
4:3|t 4 : i|: 4c 

29/1 
7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Hoedt, Jeff [JHoedt@comdt,uscg,mil] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11 ;32 AM 

To: Cappel, Philip; Timmons, Jeanne; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

FYI 

Jeffrey N. Hoedt 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
G-PCB 
Ph: (202)267-0950 
Fax: (202)267-4285 
Jhoedt@comdt,uscg,mil 

From: ron@nasbla.org [mailto:ron@nasbla.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:47 AM 
To: blas@nasbla.org; Hoedt, Jeff; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org; Malatak, John; Calkin, Jo 
Cc: staff@nasbla.org 
Subject: FW; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

Mike Fields, BLA for Kentucky, passes along the link [see below] to a TV news report on the kite tubes. 
It includes video from one of the accidents. 

From: Fields, Mike (FW) [mailto:Mike.Fields@ky.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:26 AM 
To: Ron Sarver 
Subject: RE; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

a good news piece on these things 

http;//kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport.com 

Lieutenant Mike Fields 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
Division of Law Enforcement 
#1 Sportsman's Lane 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
502-564-3400 
502-564-3178 (fax) 

7/13/2006 
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This e-mail message, including any attachment, is for the sole use ofthe intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential information. Any unauthorized review, use, 
disclosure or distribution is strictly prohibited. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender, by e-mail, and destroy all copies ofthe original message. 

From: Education-bounces@nasbla.org [mailto:Education-bounces@nasbla.org] On Behalf Of Ron Sarver 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:23 AM 
To: blas@nasbla.org; education@nasbla.org 
Cc: 'Hoedt, Jeff; staff@nasbla.org; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org; JGalkin@comdt.uscg.mil; 
JMalatak@comdt.uscg.mil 
Subject: [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

Dave Harris, BLA for Utah, passed along [at the request ofthe National Park Service at Lake 
Powell] the attached release on kite tubing accidents. 

Dave reports that they have had at least one additional accident with this type of watertoy. 

Attached is the webpage for the manufacturer A video clip is available on the site just below the 
large picture of the tube. 

htip://wvtfw.sportsstuff,com/towables/wego/index.shtml# 

If you have any questions, please contact Dave directly at: 

Dave Harris 
Boating Program Coordinator 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
801-538-7341 

7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Hoedt, Jeff [JHoedt@comdt.uscg,mil] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:32 AM 

To: Cappel, Philip; Timmons, Jeanne; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

FYI. 

2^,^j.sys^2edt 

Jeffrey N, Hoedt 
U, S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
G-PCB 
Ph; (202)267-0950 
Fax: (202)267-4285 
Jhoedt@comdt,uscg,mil 

From: Smalley, Tim 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:37 AM 
To: blas@nasbla.org; education@nasbla.org; ron@nasbla.org 
Cc: Calkin, Jo; Hoedt, Jeff; Malatak, John; staff@nasbla.org; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org 
Subject: Re; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

Betsy Woods passed on this link the other day to BEAR members - Richard Droesbeck is interviewed. Also seen 
is some rather dramatic footage of one of these devices crashing. http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@ 
kutv.dayport.com 
Tim Smalley 

Timothy M. Smalley 
MN DNR Boating Education Coordinator 
(651) 259-5354 
Take the official Minnesota boating safety course on-line at 
http://boat-ed.com/mn/ 

» > "Ron Sarver" <ron@nasbla.org> 6/14/2006 9:22 AM » > 

Dave Harris, BLA for Utah, passed along [at the request of the National Park Service at Lake Powell] 
the attached release on kite tubing accidents. 

Dave reports that they have had at least one additional accident with this type of watertoy. 

Attached is the webpage for the manufacturer A video clip is available on the site just below the large 
picture of the tube. 

http://vyww.sportsstuff, com/towables/wego/index.shtml# 

7/13/2006 
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If you have any questions, please contact Dave directly at: 

Dave Harris 
Boating Program Coordinator 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
801-538-7341 

2% 
7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Hoedt, Jeff [JHoedt@comdt,uscg.mil] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:31 AM 

To: Cappel, Philip; Timmons, Jeanne; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; Kite Tubing Accidents 

Attachments: 06-12 kite tubing accidents.pdf 

FYI. 

j^^^STvr^Sedt 

Jeffrey N. Hoedt 
U. S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
G-PCB 
Ph; (202)267-0950 
Fax; (202)267-4285 
Jhoedt@comdt.uscg,mil 

From: ron@nasbla.org [mailto:ron@nasbla.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:23 AM 
To: blas@nasbla.org; education@nasbla.org 
Cc: staff@nasbla.org; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org; Hoedt, Jeff; Malatak, John; Calkin, Jo 
Subject: Kite Tubing Accidents 

Dave Harris, BLA for Utah, passed along [at the request ofthe National Park Service at Lake Powell] 
the attached release on kite tubing accidents. 

Dave reports that they have had at least one additional accident with this type of watertoy. 

Attached is the webpage for the manufacturer A video clip is available on the site just below the large 
picture of the tube. 

http://vywyy, sportsstuff ,̂ ^̂ ^ 

If you have any questions, please contact Dave directly at: 

Dave Harris 
Boating Program Coordinator 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
801-538-7341 

7/13/2006 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Junes, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical CUnic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- www.nps.govIglca -
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From; fmessman@NDOW.org on behalf of Fred Messmann [fmessman@NDOW.org] 

Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2; 10 PM 

To: Edwin W. Lyngar; Cameron Waithman; David Pfiffner; Frank Chaves; James Herndon; Jerry Smith; 
Paul Dankowski; Rob Buonamici; Steve Albert 

Cc: Schmidt, Bruce; Hoedt, Jeff 

Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

Original Message 
From: Luckesen [mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert: Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncI; Jim 
Leach; Fred Messniann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged in 
a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. 
Controlling a kite tube is.extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down 
into the water at a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the fonward tow 
speed ofthe vessel and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I 
have responded to three of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to 
Level I Trauma Centers, A 29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-
old male with a hemopneumothorax produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a 
whiplash injury and was released from the hosipital. Several weeks' eariier another Medic had a similar case at 
Lake Powell involving a young man with a severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently 
seeing Kite Tube patients with simular injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with 
other water enforcement agencies they are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard of one fatality in Texas. 
This death was due to a transected aortic commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. 
Interviews with friends and family members of patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at 

Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing injuries occurred with other members of the boating party prior to 
the incidents that required advanced life support. All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed 
when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became unstable, and plunged up side down into the 
water Friends of the victims that did not immediately report their injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, 
had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport.com 

http;//www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155(S?kutv,dayport,com 

http;//www. break.com/index/tubingtakeoff. html 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has also 
taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

7/13/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Hoedt, Jeff [JHoedt@comdt,uscg,mil] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 11:32 AM 

To: Cappel, Philip; Timmons, Jeanne; Schmidt, Bruce 

Subject: FW; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

FYI. 

\ f d ^ s/vr^Sedt 
Jeffrey N, Hoedt 
U, S, Coast Guard 
Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
G-PCB 
Ph; (202)267-0950 
Fax; (202)267-4285 
Jhoedt@comdt, uscg. mil 

From: Smalley, Tim 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 10:37 AM 
To: blas@nasbla.org; education@nasbIa.org; ron@nasbla.org 
Cc: Calkin, Jo; Hoedt, Jeff; Malatak, John; staff@nasbla.org; nsbcdirect@safeboatingcouncil.org 
Subject: Re; [Education] Kite Tubing Accidents 

Betsy Woods passed on this link the other day to BEAR members - Richard Droesbeck is interviewed. Also seen 
is some rather dramatic footage of one of these devices crashing. http;//www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@ 
kutv.dayport.com 
Tim Smalley 

Timothy M. Smalley 
MN DNR Boating Education Coordinator 
(651) 259-5354 
Take the official Minnesota boating safety course on-line at 
http://boat-ed.com/mn/ 

» > "Ron Sarver" <ron@nasbIa.org> 6/14/2006 9:22 AM » > 

Dave Harris, BLA for Utah, passed along [at the request of the National Park Service at Lake Powell] 
the attached release on kite tubing accidents. 

Dave reports that they have had at least one additional accident with this type of watertoy. 

Attached is the webpage for the manufacturer A video clip is available on the site just below the large 
picture of the tube. 

http://www.sportsstuff.eom/towables/wego/index.shtml# 
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If you ha\/e any questions, please contact Dave directly at: 

Dave Harris 
Boating Program Coordinator 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
801-538-7341 

301 
6/15/2006 
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Kite Tubing Safety Alert 

Over the past month, the park has experienced a sharp upswing in visitor accidents and injuries due to kite tubing on 
the lake. 

Kite tubes were introduced into the market this past winter and have proven to be extremely dangerous. During the 
past three weeks, Glen Canyon staff have airiifted four people from the lake, with three suffering life threatening 
injuries. Kite tubes are large, round, ten-foot tubes with a solid fabric floor in the bottom. As the tube is pulled forward, 
the front of the tube is lifted and air catches the floor of the tube and lifts it out of the water with the rider on top of the 
tube. 

In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, the riders were being pulled at 25 to 35 mph with a head on or quartering wind. 
The tubes would rise uncontrollably 15 to 25 feet into the air and immediately invert and accelerate back to the water. 
The combined forward speed of the boat, plus the additional accelerated downward speed is driving these victims into 
the water at speeds near 50+ mph. For additional details on the accidents, see the related incident report in today's 
edition. 

Interviews with friends and family members of accident victims have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all 
cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor injury accidents occurred prior to the incidents that required advanced life 
support. All victims were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous'heights, became 
unstable, and plunged down to the water surface. The injuries seen are consistent with deceleration impact events 
that cause internal trauma. Victims have reported coughing up blood, torn muscles, whiplash type injuries, broken 
ribs, punctured lungs and cervical fractures. 

Glen Canyon NRA has initiated discussion and contact with the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) and will be providing a national safety alert through their organization very soon. In addition, 
the Cuiisutiier Product Safety Commission has been notified regarding this emerging threat and ettorts are being 
made to disseminate more information on this activity through them. 

One of the park's weekend accidents resulted in a major neck injury. A news video from KUTV in Salt Lake City and a 
second K'UTV video dip on an incident at Lake Mead can be viewed by clicking on the links listed beiow (a flash 
player is needed to view them): 

http://wwvv,kutv.com/video/?id=16192(Q)kutv.dayport.com 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155(3!kuh/,dayport,com 

A prohibition on cliff jumping was put in place at Glen Canyon last year after an increase in injuries and fatalities 
associated with this activity. Although controversial in the beginning, it has been widely accepted and the park has 
received many positive comments back on this prohibition, A review of the data indicated that a significant increase in 
injury and death occurred at jumps higher than 15 feet. The last cliff jumping fatality occurred from 70 feet, with a 
calculated speed of about 50 mph when the victim impacted the water. 

Similar circumstances apply in this case. All kite tubers reported that they were traveling at 30 to 35 mph and most 
were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or tumed upside down and accelerated back to the water. 
Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their forward speed, so the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph: 
These accidents are therefore the equivalent of a 70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having 
no control over how they enter or impact the water. 

Joz 
http;//www.nps.gov/applications/digest/printheadline.cfin?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/13/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:15PM. 

To: CFIW -Western Region; CFIE - Eastern Region; Cave, Carol J.; Schwartz, Bruce E. 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 

Subject: "Kite Tube" products - Please be on the lookout for incidents! 

CPSC has recently received several reports of serious injury involving an inflatable raft/toy 
that is pulled behind motor boats. The product is generically called a "kite tube" (a popular 
manufacturer's brand name.) The product is a nylon covered inflatable raft, designed in various 
wing-like shapes. Some you lay down on top of; others have seat/ footrest areas. 1-3 people 
can ride on them. When towed behind a boat quickly enough, the inflatable lifts off the water 
and hovers like a kite. In theory, the rider would stay close to the water; however, the rider 
apparently has limited ability to control the raft, and like a kite the flight can be erratic and take 
the rider very high. 

There have been several serious injuries and one reported death attributed to these products. 
Reports suggest that the inflatable can fly quite high, and that a wind gust or other change in 
direction can cause the rider to topple from significant height. CPSC would like to take a look 
at these incidents. Tanya Topka is the responsible compliance officer, and Robin Ingle (EPI 
emerging hazards) will both be assigning IDIs. Ifyou receive a report or observe any news 
articles regarding an injury involving this product, please let Tanya, Robin or me know as soon 
as possible. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph. # 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 414-899-8802 
dblasius(g),cpsc.gov 

6/12/2006 Jt} 



Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Parisi, Barbara E 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:57 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Mullan, John G.; 

Martin, Lowell F. 
Cc: Williams, Jeffrey R.; Martin, Lowell F. 
Subject: FW: kite tube 

Please see attached message, below, from Philip Cappel at the Coast Guard's Chief Counsel's 
office, which states that the Coast Guard does not consider kite tubes to fall under its jurisdiction. Mr. 
Cappel offered to give us information on injuries the Coast Guard has received on this product. If 
you would like such information, please let me know. 
Thanks. 

-—Original Message 
From: PCappel(gcomdt.uscg.mil [mailto:PCappel(gcomdt.uscg.mil] 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:53 PM 
To: Parisi, Barbara E 
Cc: Hoedt, Jeff 
Subject: RE: kite tube 

Barbara, 
Your e-mail could not have been more timely as I was just about to contact CPSC regarding kite 
tubes. We have recently received several reports of serious injuries involving these towables and I 
was going to ask your agency to look into them and possibly recall them. As you noted, kite tubes 
are towed behind boats just as other inflatable tubes are and therefore fall under your jurisdiction and 
not ours. If you need more info on the injuries being reported through their use I would be glad to put 
you in touch with the appropriate individuals. 

—Original Message— 
From: Parisi, Barbara E [mailto:BParisi(gcpsc.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 02:16 PM Eastern Standard Time 
To: Cappel, Philip 
Subject: kitetube 

I don't know ifyou recall, but you assisted me with a jurisdictional inquiry regarding an inflatable boat 
which was to be towed behind a regular boat and was intended for children. 
I have another jurisdictional question-this one involves a "kite tube," 
which is an inflatable boat which is to be towed behind a regular boat. The, idea is that the regular 
boat gains enough speed so that the inflatable boat (with a rider on top of it) is lifted in the air. If you 
would like to see a picture ofthe product, it can be viewed at vwwv.sportsstuff.com. Applying your 
rationale for the towable toy boat to this product, I am assuming that since it is not permanently 
attached to the boat as associated equipment it should be treated as an inflatable recreational 
product under the CPSC jurisdiction. I wanted to check with you to see if you agreed. 

Thanks in advance for your help. 
Barbara Parisi 

Jt)"/-
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Unless othenwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 

Jo5 
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060614HCC3602 
060614HCC3603 
060614HCC3604 
060614HCC3605 
060614HCC3606 

ibi 
ASSIGNED 

DATE 
6/12/2006 
6/14/2006 
6/14/2006 
6/14/2006 
6/14/2006 
6/14/2006 

IDI TARGET 
DATE 

7/30/2006 
7/15/2006 
7/15/2006 
7/15/2006 
7/15/2006 
7/15/2006 

INCIDENT 
DATE 

6/4/2006 
6/1/2006 
5/22/2006 
4/7/2006 
6/3/2006 
6/2/2006 

INV 

BBW 
RXP 
MMB 
MMB 
JMR 
JMR 

Joi, 



LOCATION 
REPORTED 

BY 
VICTIM ID ORIG INVEST AGENCY 

Neches River near Intercoastal Watenway 
Missouri River - Omaha, NE 
Glen Canyon, UT 
Glen Canyon, UT 
Glen Canyon, UT 
Glen Canyon, UT 

New Report James Freeland, 33 
News Report 
NPS Gregory Irvine, 34 
NPS Casay Nelson, 30 
NPS Laura Merchant, 14 
NPS Blake Hansen, 29 

TXD 

NPS 
NPS 
NPS 
NPS 

TX Dept. Parks and Wildlife 
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MANUFACTURER 

Sports Stuff 

Sports Stuff 

JO'K 



NOTES 

15' up, kite turned on side and dived to water Neck injury, died at hospital. 

traveling 25-30mph, gustof wind took tube up very fast, flipped in wind. Internal injuries. 
15' up, 75' behind boat.lnverted, dropped to surface. Knocked unconscious, serious injuries, 
traveling 20-26mph, 15-30' above water, inverted and corkscrewed to surface. Unconscious, neck pain, 
traveling 35-40mph, 10-12' above water, inverted ands accelrated to surface. C-spine vertebra break. 

JOI 
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From: Schmidt, Bruce 
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 11:23 AM 
To: Cusumano, Elizabeth; Hoedt, Jeff; Cappel, Philip 
Cc: Blackman, Richard 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 
Importance: High 

Hello Liz -

In regard to kite tube accidents ~ I want to ensure we have the most up to date accident information compiled so 
Jeff and Phil have a better picture of whaf s happening out there. 

Please update our spreadsheet using the information contained in this message. Granted ~ the information is 
preliminary thus far but far more telling than our spreadsheet from yesterday. Apparently there's been a death in 
Waco, TX associated with the use of this device. Please read the fonwarded message from Fred Messmann, 

Also provided are all the messages I have on file. It's good we're staying on top ofthis 

Bruce 

From: fmessman@NDOW.org [mailto;fmessman@NDOW.org] 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 2:10 PM 
To: Edwin W. Lyngar; Cameron Waithman; David Pfiffner; Frank Chaves; James Herndon; Jerry Smith; Paul 
Dankowski; Rob Buonamici; Steve Albert 
Cc: Schmidt, Bruce; Hoedt, Jeff 
Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

Original Message 
From: Luckesen [mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncI; Jim 
Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged in 
a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. 
Controlling a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down 
into the water at a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow 
speed ofthe vessel and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH, As a medic 1 
have responded to three of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to 
Level I Trauma Centers. A 29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-
old male with a hemopneumothorax produced by broken ribs. My third pafient a 14-year old female suffered a 
whiplash injury and was released from the hospital. Several weeks' eariier another Medic had a similar case at 
Lake Powell involving a young man with a severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently 
seeing Kite Tube patients with similar injuries from people that have self transported to their facilifies. Taking with 
other water enforcement agencies they are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard of one fatality in Texas, 
This death was due to a transected aortic commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. 
Interviews with friends and family members of patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at 
Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing injuries occurred with other members of the boating party prior to 
the incidents that required advanced life support. All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed 
when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became unstable, and plunged up side down into the 
water Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, 

6/16/2006 J /0 
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had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv,davport,com 

http;//www,kutv,com/video/?id=16155@kutv,dayport,com 

http;//www,break,com/index/tubingtakeoff.html 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr Baron has also 
taken an active role in banding these devices, 

Steve 

6/16/2006 ^ j I 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: PCappel@comdtuscg.mil on behalf of Cappel, Philip [PCappel@comdtuscg.mil] 

Sent: Friday, June 16,2006 11:12 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW; NPS Prohibits "Kite Tubing" 

Marc, 
The ban on kite tubes at Lake Powell was signed on Wednesday with an immediate implementation. 

Chief, Recreational Boating Product Assurance Division (G-PGB-3) 
Office of Boating Safety, United States Coast Guard 

Phone; (202) 267-0988 Fax; (202) 267-4285 
E-Mail: pcappel@comdt.uscg.mil 

www.uscgboating.org 

National Park Service Prohibits "Kite Tubing" at Glen Canyon 

Glen Canyon News Release 
Necessary after Evaluation of Recent Accidents 

Page, Ariz. -The National Park Service has prohibited "kite tubing" at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area, after careful evaluation of recent accidents involving this new activity. The restriction is effective 
immediately and applies to the entire park, including Lake Powell. 

"Kite tubing has proven itself to be extremely dangerous," said Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Superintendent Kitty Roberts. "Ensuring the safety of our visitors is always the top priority ofthe 
National Park Service. There are many other, far safer ways to enjoy Glen Canyon - from waterskiing, to 
fishing, to exploring narrow side canyons" 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20-40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15-60 feet from the surface ofthe water. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance causes the kite tube to violently fall into the water. The 
fall can be particularly traumatic, due to the height (often 30 feet or higher), forward speed (35-40 mph), 
and the unusual position at which victims may hit the water. 

Park rangers first observed kite tubes at Glen Canyon in April ofthis year. Since that time, four 
individuals have been airlifted from the park with serious injuries, and there have been reports of 
additional minor injvu-ies. 

The restriction applies to any device which is towed by a boat and allows the user to take flight. This . 
includes the Wego Kite Tube, manufactured by SportsStuff, Inc., and the Manta, manufactured by 
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Sevylor. The restriction also applies to parasailing and kite boarding. 

The kite tubing restriction was instituted using the Superintendent's Compendium, which allows the park 
superintendent to establish regulations to provide for public health and safety, protect park resources, 
and to avoid conflicts among visitor uses. The Superintendent's Compendium is updated on an annual 
basis or more frequently when necessary. The complete 2006 Superintendent's Compendium is located 
on Glen Canyon National Recreation Area's website at: www, nps. gov/glca by clicking "Management 
Docs." 

- www.nps.gov/glca -

6/16/2006 311 
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Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name; 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding,, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/CLosure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CPR 1.5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubmg IS a generic term used to describe ceitaiu water based recreational pursuits— 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation of kite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been crushed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep learning curve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "flight", it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it prudent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA, Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature of kite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk ofinjury. 
(See attached Hst of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are'dependent on air movement and have little control conceming the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with othei visituis engaged iu Uaditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concems to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be stmck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air borne, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectrum of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
dismpt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings and, because 
of their air borne attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs of these dangerous air borne activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposal Implementation Date: 6-15-06 

J I5 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer Date 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts Date 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 



Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
508 SW 8*̂  Street 
Bentonville, AR 72716-0505 

Heidi A. Bahr 
Direct Line: 479-277-0304 

July 7, 2006 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
Recalls and Compliance Division 
Office of Compliance 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814-4408 

Re: CPSC CA060037 
Sportsstuff, Inc. 
Wego Kite Tube 

Dear Ms. Topka: 

In response to your letter dated June 23, 2006, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. ("Wal-Mart") 
submits the following information on the above-referenced product. 

1. Include copies of all consumers complaints, including electronic records, 
warranty claims, and reports ofinjury related to the product being investigated. 
Include copies of all court complaints and related documents for lawsuits 
involving the product and the resolution of those lawsuits. 

If copies of consumer complaints and other documents requested above are 
unavailable, indicate the reason they are unavailable and provide a summary 
containing the names, addresses and telephone numbers ofthe consumers or of 
the plaintiffs' attorneys. 

Wal-Mart is aware of one consumer complaint involving this product. On 
5/29/2006, Mr. William Davies called 800-WAL-MART, Wal-Mart's customer 
service hotline, to report his nephew flew the tube 40 feet in the air, it turned on 
its side, and he fell and hurt his back. Mr Davies did not specify whether his 
nephew sought medical treatment. 

Wal-Mart reported the above-referenced complaint to the CPSC on 6/13/2006 via 
Wal-Mart's weekly Initial Report spreadsheet, and the complaint information is 
attached for your reference. 

Page 1 
CPSC CA060037 
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Provide the number of units sold by the firm. Provide the number of units in the 
firm's possession that have not been sold to consumers. 

As of July 6, 2006, Wal-Mart sold 79 units to consumers and currently has 112 
units in its inventory. Listed below is a breakdown ofthe units sold on 
wvwy.walmart.com and from three Wal-Mart stores. 

Location 

www.walmart.com 
Wal-Mart #5260 
Wal-Mart #0125 
Wal-Mart #5342 
TOTAL 

Quantity Sold 

75 
1 
2 
1 

79 

Quantity in Wal-Mart's 
Possession 

106 
5 
0 
1 

112 

3. Provide the dates in which the product was obtained by Wal-Mart. Provide the 
dates of distribution to consumers. 

Wal-Mart received the product in early May 2006 and began selling it in May 
2006. 

4. State if the product is still sold by Wal-Mart and if Wal-Mart has any plans to 
discontinue distribution of the product 

Wal-Mart removed the product from wvwtf.walmart.com on June 24, 2006 and 
has decided to discontinue selling the product. The product is not sold by Sam's 
Club., 

5. Provide a list of Wal-Mart stores currently selling this product State if the finn is 
selling this product on their web site. 

Wal-Mart discontinued selling the product on www.walmart.com on June 24, 
2006. 

Three Wal-Mart stores, listed below, purchased the product directly from the 
supplier and sold it to consumers. The stores were notified on June 30, 2006 to 
temporarily remove the merchandise from the sales floor until Wal-Mart could 
make a determination of whether to continue selling the product. Wal-Mart has 
decided to discontinue selling the product in its stores. 

Wal-Mart #5260 
4208 Pleasant Crossing Blvd 
Rogers, AR 72758 
(479)621-9769 

Wal-Mart #0125 
2425 South Zero St 
Fort Smith, AR 72901 
(479) 646-6382 
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Wal-Mart #5342 
2501 South Avenue B 
Yuma, AZ 85364 
(928)317-2776 

The information provided herein is considered to be a trade secret and confidential 
commercial information. For these reasons, we ask that you treat all of these 
documents as "confidential". 

We believe that we have provided you with a complete response to your letter. Should 
you have any questions concerning the above noted responses, or need any additional 
information from Wal-Mart, please contact the undersigned. Wal-Mart understands its 
duty to supplement this report If other responsive materials are discovered. Wal-Mart 
asserts all claims of confidentiality with respect to this submission and the provided 
documents. 

Sincerely, 

j jU / l t>oK 
Heidi A. Bahr 

Enclosure 

cc: Taylor Wyand - Wal-Mart 
Alexandra Ross - Wal-Mart 
Kyle Holifield - Wal-Mart 
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CA060037 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION RECEIVED BY WAL-MART 
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From: Gordon Harting [gordonh@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 3:54 PM 
To: Jim Koranda (E-mail) 
Subject: Addresses.xls 

IVM BillName 
41st street Scheels 

Al Boom Marine 
Alan Petersen 

Ample Harvest International Co Ltd 
Appleton Scheels 
AquaFun Inc 
Backyard Oasis 
Bart's Water Sports 
Bass Pro, L.P. 
Bay Marine & Sportscenter 
Bell Industries 
Big Bear Sports Center 
Big Daddy D's 
Bilson's Sport Shop 
Boater's Worid 
Body Sculpture 
Byggplast & Batprylar Sverige AB 
Cabela's, Inc. 
Carol Christensen 
Chelsea's Boutique 
Coast Distribution 
College Square Scheels 
Crown Enterprises 
Dakota Square Scheels 
Den Bol Sport & Recreatie BV 
Des Moines Scheels 
Dick's Sporting Goods 
Diversified Marine 
Diversified Marine 
Diversified Marine 
Dolphin Marine Co 
Domeyer Implement 
Donovan Marine, Inc 
Dub's Sporting Goods 
Eau Claire Scheels 
Ellett Brothers 
Exceed Intn'l / Hot Products 
Freestyle 
Fun, Inc 
Gene Lockwoods Sportmart 
Hardware City 

Imidjex Ltd 

IVM BillAddress 
2101 W41stSt 
212 Al Ramool Showroom #7 
604 Peari St 

No 32-2 Wunsyue St 
Fox River Mall 
POBox 137 
1 Cardiff Court 
7581 E. 800 N. 
2500 E. Kearney 
PO Box 7880 , 
580 Yankee Doodle Rd. Ste 1200 
2618 King Ave W 
502 Hazelview Rd 
201 Lander Ave 
6711 RitzWay 
POBox 141 
Lovbacksvagen 4 
3200 Rd 101 
3055 S 46th Ave 
P.O. Box 29134 
P.O. Box 1449 
College Square Mall 
DBA: Sportsman & Ski Haus 
Minot Dakota Square 
Heerewaardensestraat 30 
Jordan Creek Town Center 
PO Box 6700 
3528 Garfield Ave 
1914 S.Mateo St 
3528 Garfield Ave 
66 Eltaweniate Smouha 
46950 100th St 
6316 Humphreys St 
1917 N. Broadwell 
4710 Golf Rd 
267 Columbia Ave 
8949 Kenamar Dr Ste 111 
475 Westfield Road 
254 S. River Ave. 
12101 W. Markham 
1060 S Riverside Dr 
Pribinova 32 . 

IVM BillAddr2 

United Arab Emirates 

4301 W. Wisconsin Ave 

P.O. Box 294 

Unit 44, Trevallyn Industrial Park 
SE-141 71 

6301 University Ave 
40 E. Idaho St 
2400 10th St SW 

101 74th St Bldg4000 

Cnr 
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Iowa City Scheels 
J. Osawa & Co., Ltd 
Joe's Sporting Goods 

Keller Marine 
Kellogg Marine Supply 
Ken Williams Marine Supplies 

Kimpex 
Kirkwood Scheels Sports 

Lake Elmo Sports 
Land N Sea Dist Inc Benrock Region 
Land 'N' Sea Distributing 
Lifestyle Sport 
Lincoln Scheels 
Links Unlimited Inc 
Little Chapel of the Flowers 
Lorenz & Jones Marine 
Marine Equipment & Supply Co 
Marine World, Inc. 
Mark Dowland Marine 
MC Sports 
Medart Marine 
Mills Fleet Farm 
Moorhead Downtown Scheels 
Morgan Recreational Supply 
Omaha Marine Center 
Omaha Scheels All Sports 
Oriental Wakeboard Group 
Outfitters, Ltd. 
Overton's Inc 
Parks Sportsman 
Pelican Leisure Sports Pa Inc. 
Platinum Direct Source LLC 
Pro Boating Supplies 
Resuco USA, Inc 
Retail Concepts Inc - DIP 
River Hills Scheels 

Sail & Ski #1 
Sav-On Drugs Inc 
Scheels - Fargo 
Seacoast Distributors LLC 
Seacoast Distributors LLC 
Seas and Deserts 
Ski-n-See 
SkyMall 
Southern Hill Scheels 
Southern Marine Supply 
Speed Marine 
ISports Imports 

1461 Coral Ridge Ave 
521 Kobo, Misato'shi 
33 E County Rd B 
P.O. Box 190 
5 Enterprise Dr 
R.M.B. 1550 Yarrawonga 
5355 Rue St-Roch 
802 Kirkwood Mall 

1121 E Cliff Rd 
6900 Alcoa Road 
3131 N Andrews Ave Ext 
N Fiskaregatan 16 
2960 Pine Lake Rd., Suite B 
1249 W 7th Street 
1717 Las Vegas Blvd S 
POBox 1028 
1401 Metropolitan Ave 
601 E. First St 
Park Wood House 
3070 Shaffer Ave SE 
124 Manufacturers Dr 
P.O. Box 971 
505 Center Ave 
6013 Denny Dr 
9610 L Street 
17202 Davenport St 
Ground Floor 
3027 Breard St 
P.O. Box 8228 
644 N. State 
620 North Saint Cloud St 
2907 Burnbrae Ln 
7712 Parkwood Plaza Dr 
23011 Moulton Pkwy Suite 1-6 
4001 Greenbrier Suite 100 
River Hills Mall 
12971 Research Blvd. 
21118 Bridge St 
3202 13th Ave S 
684 N Queens Ave 
105 Wartburg Ave 
Amiry Trade Center 
772 E. 9400 S. 
1520 E.Pima St 
4400 Sergeant Rd Suite 54 
6600 Murray St Suite 1 
Will Advise 
249 Cumberiand St 

Routes 11 & 15 

Lewington's Rd 

SE-441 50 

Charter Ave 

46 Tai Tam Tuk Village 

1850 Adams St #404 

Shuwaikh Bank Street 

-

' 
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St Cloud Scheels 
Studio Marina SAS 
Summit Sports Inc 
Target Stores 
The Backyard Oasis 
The Brenmar Company, Inc 
Trinexus Aqua 
Trinity Sport 
Unipart Automotive Limited 
Utah Water Toys 
V & V Marine 
Vita Plate Battery 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Watermark Trading Australia 
WCDI, Inc. 
West Marine Products 
WM&K Enterprises Inc 

40 North Waite Avenue 
Di Rodio Evaristo & C 
330 Enterprise Court 
33 S. 6th St 
1 Cardiff Court 
8523 S.117th St 

Szabadkikoto ut 2 
Vorontzovo Polye St 
Park Wood House 
395 W 400 N 
6642 Baker Blvd 
304 Buckeye Blvd, 
702 S,W. 8th St 
Unit 6/1 Akuna Drive 
P,0. Box 527525 
P.O. Box 50011 
d/b/a Play it Again Sports 

Via T Tasso 7 

5/7 BIdg. 9 
Charter Ave 

' 

PO Box 944 
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WILSON, ELSER, MOSKOWITZ, EDELMAN & DICKER LLP 
5847 San Felipe - Suite 2300, Houston, Texas 77057 Tel: (713) 353-2000 Fax: (713) 285-7780 

New York'IJIS Angeles 'San francisco • Jfasliinglon, DC 'Neivark 'Fliiladelphitt 'Baltimore 'Miami ' Chicago ' White Plains, NY 
Dallas 'Albany, NY 'San Diego 'Houston • Garden City, NY 'Boston 'McLean, VA 'Stamford 'London 'Las Vegas 

Affiliate OJJIces: Paris 'Berlin 'Cologne 'Frankfurt 'Munich 

www.wemed.com 

MICHAEL BECKELMAN 
DIRECT LINE 713.353.2028 
BECKELMANM@WEMED.COM 

June 30, 2006 

U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission Via Overnight Courier and E-Mail 
Office of Compliance TTopka@cpsc.gov 
Recalls and Compliance Division 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Attention: Tanya Topka 
Compliance Officer 

Re: CPSC File No.: CA060037 > 
Sportsstuff, Inc. 
Wego Kite Tube 
Our File No. : 00085.TBD 

Dear Ms. Topka: 

Please be advised that this firm has been retained to represent Sportsstuff, Inc. in 
connection with your to your inquiry regarding the Wego Kite Tube (the "Product") 
pursuant to section 15(a) ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act (CPSA), 15 U.S.C. § 
2064(a). In that regard, we respectfully request that any further correspondence 
regarding this inquiry go through this offlce. 

Based upon information and belief, the source of which is discussions with James 
Koranda, the President of Sportsstuff, Inc., please allow the following to serve as their 
response to your initial inquiry as per your conversation with Mr. W. Eric Wood of 
Downing, Alexander & Wood. 

The sales figures provided by Sportsstuff, Inc. with regard to the Product show 
that 19,402 units have been sold to distributors for total sales to distributors in the amount 
of $4,402,390.00. To date, there have been 43 complaints received and one known 
lawsuit iiled^/S-iespuiisu lo yo\it inquiry regarding locations of slale, aii saies are made 

'through distiibutors as Sportsstuff, Inc. does not engage in retail sales of any products. A 
list ofthe major distributors ofthe product to whom Sportsstuff, Inc. has sold this product 
to is attacHeanereto as Exnibit A and should be considered confidential pursuant to 

^section 6(a)(3) ofthe CPSA, as amended 15 TT.S.C §?ns5r«)(^) Spnrts.stnff, Inc. does 
not currently have any plans to cease the distribution ofthe Product. There have not been 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Major Customers 

Bart's Water Sports 
Bass Pro, L.P. 
Bell Industries 
Boater's World 
Coast Distribution 
Den Bol Sport & Recreatie BV 
Diversified Marine 
Donovan Marine, Inc 
Ellett Brothers 
J. Osawa & Co., Ltd 
Kellogg Marine Supply 
Kimpex 
Land 'N' Sea Distributing 
Lorenz & Jones Marine 
Marine Equipment & Supply Co 
Medart Marine 
Morgan Recreational Supply 
Overton's inc 
Resuco USA, Inc. 
Retail Concepts Inc - DIP 
SkyMall 
Southern Marine Supply 
Target Stores 
V & V Marine 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Watermark Trading Australia 
WCDI, Inc. 
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u s CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY 
COMMISSION 

PRODUCT SAFETY ASSESSMENT REPORT 

DRAJ^i 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Product: ! Water Tube 

R.equest: 

PSA No, 0592.06 1 

Case No. j CA060037 1 

Requested By 

Regional Office 

Sample No. 

CPSC Seal 

IDI No. 

Tanya L. Topka 

CFIW 

06-302-2486 

NONE 

See File 

Firm: | Sportstuff, Inc. 
'• Omaha, NE 

Please review the instructional DVD, owner's manual, and waming labels to 
determine if they are adequate in providing information to the consumer. Please 
also address, if possible, how likely it is that consumers will watch the instmctional 
DVD prior to using the product. 

Potential I Potential death, paralysis, neck and head injuries due to impact 
Hazard: ! 
Prepared by (Name and Title) 

Sharon R, White, Engineering Psychologist 

Extension 

bate 

7695 

7/3/06 

Reviewed by (Niaihe and Title) 

Robert B. Ochsman, Ph.D., Director, Division of 
TTlTTT13Tl P'flftnT'Q 

Date 7/3/06 

Background 

The subject product is an inflatable 120-in diameter kite tube designed to be towed behind a boat via 
a tow rope that can extend to 65 feet in length. There are panoramic see-through plastic double 
windows at the front ofthe tube. At the back ofthe tube is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the 
rider. There are two waming labels, one below the other, on both sides ofthe cockpit, for a total of four 
labels. On one side, the labels are directed to the kite tube user and rider. On the other side, one ofthe 
labels is generic and accompanies all ofthe firm's towables, the other label is directed to the boat driver. 
An instmctional DVD and two owner's manuals come with the product. 

In kite tubing, the rider kneels or stands in the cockpit ofthe tube and as the boat and rider reach 
planing speeds, the kite and rider are lifted from the water into the air with the rider balancing on top. 

The Commission is aware of 13 incidents involving this product. There were 14 victims- 12 males, 1 
female, 1 sex unknown. Ages were reported for 12 ofthe 14 victims. The ages for most ofthe victims 
ranged from 20 to 36 years. There was one 14- and one 16- year- old. There were 13 injuries and 1 
death. Injuries included unconsciousness, chest and back injuries, a punctured lung, broken neck, 
bleeding spleen, "shocked knee", broken teeth, intemal bmising, facial trauma, and other serious 
injuries. 
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The speed ofthe boat, where reported (6 cases), ranged between 20 - 45 mph. Nine ofthe 13 cases 
reported the height ofthe kite and the victim above the water. In eight ofthe nine cases, the height 
ranged from 10 to 25 feet. In the remaining case, the height ofthe kite was 65 feet; in this case, a gust 
of wind caused the kite to reach this height. The remaining 4 cases did not specify height, however, one 
ofthe 4 cases reported that a gust of wind took the kite tube up very fast. Eight ofthe 13 cases reported 
that the kite tumed, flipped, inverted, or whipped back and forth, causing the victim to be ejected into 
the water. Two ofthe eight cases reported that a gust of wind caused the kite to tum or flip. Other fall 
descriptions included thrown off into the water (1 case), kite tube came down (1 case), and kite tube 
dived due to boat slowing down (1 case). Two ofthe remaining cases did not provide a description. 

Discussion 

Please review the instructional DVD, owner's manual, and warning labels to determine if they are 
adequate in providing information to the consumer. 

The instmctional DVD provides approximately a 15 minute explanation of and dynamic presentation 
on assembling and inflating the product, transporting the tube to the water entry point to attach the tow 
rope to the tube and boat. Also, it highlights boat driver, spotter, and rider instmctions and wamings. 
Additionally, it demonstrates how the boat driver and spotter should implement their instmctions and 
how the rider should operate the tube for an optimal ride. Conditions ofthe water and wind, factors that 
influence the type of ride, are further covered. 

The instmctional DVD is presented in English. The language used is simple and clear and the 
demonstrations were helpful. Watching someone model proper behavior or seeing the effects of 
improper actions can be vivid and memorable. Assuming that the instmctions provided are technically 
accurate, Human Factors (HF) staff believes the instmctional DVD is adequate to provide information to 
the consumer. 

The two owner's manuals that come with the product include the "WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S 
MANUAL" and the "TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL." The owner's manual in the first case is a six 
page booklet that is specific to kite tubes. It contains the following sections: Kite tube description, kite 
tube specification, kite tube assembly and inflation, kite tube care and maintenance, kite tube tether tow 
rope, kite tube height instmction, rider instmctions and wamings, boat driver instmction and waming, 
submarine effect waming, spotter or observer instmction, and wind speed effect. According to 
Instructions for consumer products - Guidelines for better instructions and safety information for 
consumer products (Department of Trade and Industry, 1989), instmctions typically should have the 
following: name ofthe product and manufacturer, table of contents, introduction, safety information, 
components, handling information, installation or assembly instmctions, operating instmctions, fault 
diagnosis, routine servicing and maintenance, professional overhauling and repair, disposal instmctions, 
and an index. Although not every section will be needed in every set of instmctions, the subject owner's 
manual contains most ofthe sections recommended. Research on instmctions also suggest that the page 
layout be inviting to make the instmctions easy to read and there be sufficient "white space" to improve 
readability. Further, the headings should be short and meaningful and highlighting techniques should be 
used to emphasize key information (Singer, Balliro, and Lemer, 2003). The subject manual contains 
these characteristics. However, one ofthe sections, "submarine effect waming" is written in all-
uppercase lettering, presumably for emphasis. Since this is a very lengthy section, users who may read 
this may find it difficult to read as all-uppercase lettering is difficult to distinguish from one another. 
Assuming the instmctions are technically accurate, HF staff believes that the owner's manual is 
adequate to inform consumers who would read it. 
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The owner's manual in the second case is a four-page booklet and is similarly presented. However, it 
is more generic and is provided with all ofthe company's towables. Most ofthe instmctions in this 
manual are covered in the kite tube owner's manual. Therefore, this ovraer's manual is also adequate to 
inform the consumer. 

The two waming labels on both sides ofthe cockpit where the rider would be are very conspicuous. 
On one side, the labels are directed to the kite tube user and rider. On the other side, one ofthe labels is 
generic and accompanies all ofthe firm's towables, the other label is directed to the boat driver. The 
first label directed to the kite tube user is divided into two parts. The upper half contains the 
WARNING signal word in white letters preceded and followed by a hazard alert symbol on an orange 
panel. In the message panel below is a release of liability statement in paragraph format. The lower half 
consists of water-ski hand signals for the rider to relay his/her status (e.g., I'm ok) to the spotter/boat 
driver. The second label is directed to the kite tube rider. The label format is identical to the one above 
it, except that the message panel contains, in list format, 34 mles for the rider to follow. The other side 
of the cockpit has identically formatted labels, except one label contains 22 general safety mles and the 
other 40 mles directed to the boat driver. 

The label containing the release of liability statement tends to suggest that the message serves to 
protect the manufacturer rather than the user, and may make it less likely that it will be read by the user. 
The long length ofthe message further reduces the likelihood that the message will be read. The three 
remaining waming labels on the product have too many wamings. Putting too many wamings on a label 
may discourage the product user from attending to them. If users do attend to them, they may only skim 
them, reading some while skipping others. Too many messages may fiirther reduce the 
credibility/believability ofthe label, A guideline here would be to include the hazards having the 
highest priority (most likely to occur, most serious consequences, etc). Since all ofthe wamings on the 
labels are already replicated in the manuals, reserving the product label for the highest priority messages 
should not pose a problem. Despite the labels' conspicuousness, HF staff believes that the length ofthe 
labels are likely to make the labels inadequate to inform the user. 

Please also address, if possible, how likely it is that consumers will watch the instructional DVD 
prior to using the product. 

Kite tubing is a new extreme sport that combines regular tubing with the added dimension of height. 
Therefore, users ofthis product (i.e., sports enthusiasts) are not likely to be very familiar with this 
product. The less familiar users are with a product, the more likely users will search for information on 
it. Therefore, users are likely to watch the instmctional DVD that comes with the product. 

HF concerns 

• According to the owner's manual and instmctional DVD, users are required to balance to 
minimize movement while airbome. This is not practical. Forces beyond the users control 
such as a sudden gust of air can elevate the kite higher than desired, causing the user to 
compensate for the change in height. However, users may overcompensate, causing the 
product to wobble from side to side and eject the rider. Numerous serious incident reports 
involving this product posted on various website message boards are illustrative. 

• The boat driver has confrol over the speed, height, and flight ofthe product. A boat traveling 
too fast can elevate the kite and rider higher than desired. This may cause an unsuspecting 
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rider to bail. If the boat driver slows down too fast to reduce the height ofthe kite, the kite 
and rider may crash to water's surface. 

This product requires a spotter to relay the status ofthe rider to the boat driver. If the spotter 
is not paying attention to the rider's status (e.g., too high), the boat driver may have no way of 
knowing that he/she needs to slow down to reduce the height ofthe kite. This may put the 
rider at risk of injury. 

The tube is marketed as a tube to achieve flight. The manufacturer recommends that the boat 
speed should, "Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children." 
Assuming that the numerous comments posted on various message boards are accurate, going 
25 mph or more is the only way to achieve flight. This seems to be the danger zone since the 
injuries collected from the Commission as well as read on website message boards occurs at 
those speeds. Therefore, it appears that the kite tube would need to be towed at speeds in the 
danger zone to work as marketed. 

Conclusion 

The instmctional DVD and owners' manuals are adequate to convey information to consumers. 
However, the waming labels are not adequate as provided. Even if the waming labels were improved, 
neither they nor the owners' manuals and instmctional DVD can be expected to overcome the hazards 
associated with this product. 
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(T. P. Smith, Ed.). Washington, DC: U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: PCappel@eomdt.uscg.mil on behalf of Cappel, Philip [PCappel@comdt.uscg.mil] 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 6:49 AM 

To : Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Kite Tubing - Ohio Incidents 

Marc, * 
More info on kite tubes. Apparently the Corps of Engineers has sent out a query to the states to gather 
information on kite tube accidents reported in each state. 

P ^ C ^ i ^ i ^ 
Chief, Recreational Boating Product Assurance Division (G-PCB-3) 

Office of Boating Safety, United States Coast Guard 
Phone: (202) 267-0988 Fax: (202) 267-4285 

E-Mail: pcappel@comdt.uscg.mil 
www.uscgboating.org 

—Original Message— 
From: Wisse, John 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 3:56 PM 
To: 'brenda.a.warren@usace.army.mir 
Subject; Kite Tubing ~ Ohio Incidents 

Brenda — 

I have been asked to respond to your query regarding kite tubing incidents in Ohio. Per our eariier conversation, 
here is what we have reported into the Ohio Department of Natural Resources during 2006; 

* The first reported incident occurred May 20 on East Fork Lake in Clermont County, Ohio. A 36-yo-male 
was riding upon a kite tube that had become airborne to an approx. height of 15 feet with a tow speed of approx. 
30 mph when the tube flipped over The victim hit the water face first, sustained internal injuries, was treated and 
released at an area hospital. 

* The second incident occurred on June 24 on Delaware Reservoir in Delaware County, Ohio. A 37-yo-
male victim sustained serious internal injuries when the kite tube upon which he was riding became airborne to an 
approx. heightof 15 feet and flipped over The victim impacted the water head and shoulder first 

* The third incident occurred July 3 at Indian Lake State Park in Logan County. A 23-yo-male sustained 
moderate injuries while riding on a kite tube that had become airborne and flipped, sending the victim into the 
water He sustained external bruising of the face and moderate, but significant internal injuries. 

Each victim required transport by EMS personnel and treatment at a hospital. 

State watercraft officers and state parks officers have observed very few numbers of persons utilizing a kite tube 
on Ohio watenvays. 

Ohio State Parks maintains an existing administrative mle (1501:41-11-04) since mid-1970s that prohibits the use 
of airfoils that ODNR has determined also includes use of kite tubes when they become airborne. However, kite 
tubes are permitted for general use when kept solely upon the water suriace and within the scope of other 
existing state park and boating regulations. 

We have noted that several marine product retail stores have removed these products from their shelves and that 
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we have heard an unconfirmed report of at least one kite tube manufacturer that has withdrawn the product from 
the retail market in Ohio. You should have in your file a copy of the 6-30-06 news release from the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

We have observed media stories on (3) kite tubing fatalities. April 30 in Texas (33-yo-male); June 26 in Wisconsin 
(42-yo-male) and July 4 on Belwood Lake near Guelph, Ontario, which is believed to be the first Canadian fatality. 

Also, you may find this July 7 story in the Oakland (CA) Press of interest (see below) 

Let me know Brenda if we can be of any further assistance to you on this issue. Thanks, 

John Wisse 
Public Information Officer 
ODNR Division of Watercraft 
"Where Safe Boating Comes First" 
614-265-6695 

Are kite tubes a danger? 

Of The Oakland Press 
A 42-year-old woman knocked unconscious on Union Lake on the Fourth of July was kite tubing, a new form of 
water sport that is both thrilling and, according to some, dangerous. 
The woman, who has not been identified publicly, is expected to recover from her serious injuries. 
While kite tubes are selling quickly, seemingly a must for extreme water sports enthusiasts, safety concerns have 
arisen. 
In an admittedly unusual move, the U,S. Consumer Product Safety Commission publicly announced an 
investigation of kite tubing. 
On June 30, a public warning was issued by the commission as a precursor to the holiday weekend about kite 
tubing injuries, when 12 serious injuries had been reported. Two deaths - in Texas and Wisconsin - have been 
reported in the U.S. and one in Canada. 
"We are now up to 28 injuries," said Julie Vallese, commission spokeswoman. "If s very new to us. We started 
learning about incidents in the late spring. The numbers have just continued to grow." 
At the Skiers Pier shop on Dixie Highway, Waterford Township, store manager Mark Roberts said people's 
interest is primed. 
"We can't keep them in," he said of the devices, which cost about $500. "It's a new product for this year They're 
very popular Everybody asks for the kite tube because they've seen them advertised or see them on the lake." 
Roberts said there is no confusion about the devices, which come with clear safety warnings. 
"Everybody knows that they go up, thafs why they buy them," Roberts said. 
Kite tubing involves a person riding behind a boat on an inflatable tube that can be more than 10 feet in diameter 
hooked to the boat with a 45-foot to 65-foot tether While the tubes generally go about 10 feet in the air, they 
reportedly can reach 40 feet in height. 
"Obviously, it takes a bit of speed to get this thing off the water and up into the air," said Oakland County Sheriff 
Michael Bouchard, who said Tuesday's crash was the first serious kite tubing injury in the county. 
"There is so little direct control you have over those," the sheriff said. "You are a projectile subject to the whims of 
the water, the air, and the driver Suddenly, a fun afternoon can have life-altering consequences." 
Bouchard pointed out that someone can get hurt doing pretty much anything, evidenced by a 21-year-old 
University of Michigan student from Plymouth who eariy Tuesday morning was critically injured after diving off a 
dock into an area only 29 inches deep and striking the bottom of Sylvan Lake. 
Still, he said, users of these lake toys cannot be trained to handle them. 
"The reality with this is, you don't have a great deal of piloting control," Bouchard said. "Where are you going to 
learn this?" 
Capt. Joseph Slawek of the West Bloomfield Fire Department, which handled transporting the Waterford 
Township woman from Union Lake, said a fall from even a short distance into vvater can injure a person. 
"The people riding on the tubes are unprepared for the potential of striking the water," Slawek said. "Striking the 
water at greater than 5 feet can result in a serious head injury." 
Slawek said the woman was knocked unconscious in her fall, which reportedly was from about 10 feet in the air 
She regained consciousness and did not appear to have suffered any spinal injuries. 
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A co-worker at a Commerce Township catering business where she worked could not comment.on her recovery. 
Nationwide, injuries reported to the safety commission from kite tubing include a broken neck, punctured lung, 
broken ribs, broken femur, chest and back injuries, and jaw fractures. 
"We are seeing reports of people being knocked unconscious," Vallese said. "The agency does have an active 
investigation into the new water sport of kite tubing. We are trying to determine the conditions and what is 
contributing to the injuries, for those people who choose to participate in kite tubing. 
"To announce we have an open investigation is extremely unusual for this agency." 
She said the investigation was announced to allow "people to make an informed decision if they want to 
participate." 
And while the commission typically identifies es particular products for safety issues, this is an investigation ofthe 
sport, not specific models of kite tubes. 
"At this stage, we're just trying to figure out kite tubing," Vallese said. 
While Bouchard does not see laws going after kite tubes, he said, if a flood of litigation occurs over injuries, they 
could disappear from the market 
But Roberts, of Skiers Pier, said he does not see them overtaking regular tubing or water-skiing. 
"I think it's more of a fad," Roberts said. "I think it will die down." 
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Mc lne rney , S t e p h e n 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:13 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

CPSC is also aware of ?? serious injuries associated with tube kiting. The injuries include a broken neck, 
chest and back injuries including fractures and facial injuries. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:04 AM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

NlarcJ. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compiiance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:03 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

From: Ingle, Robin L 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 incidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured lungs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, 
splintered/broken femurs, head injuries, neck injuries, broken teeth, facial trauma, loss of consciousness 
in water, respiratory injuries, severed aortas, bmised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bruising, internal bleeding, torn muscles, strained muscles and death. 

Robin L, Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
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U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda. MD 20814 1 Phone 301.504.7333 

From: "Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if 1 would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

1 think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:50 AM 

To: Vallese, Julie M,; Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L 

Subject: Sportsstuff Press Release - 7/12 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Wego Kite Tube 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the Wego Kite 
Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products Safety Commission 
Advisory Waming with regard to these products. Sportsstuff, Inc. is fully investigating these 
incidents in cooperation with the CPSC. 

HOUSTON, TX ( P R W E B ) July 12, 2006 ~ Sportsstuff, Inc. has been in the business of 
selling inflatable towable sporting goods for the past nineteen years and is committed to 
providing reasonably safe water sport products to its customers. The Wego Kite Tube was 
the winner of the 2006 Sporting Good Manufacturers Association Product of the Year 
Award and has been well-received in the water sports market. 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the Wego Kite 
Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products Safety Commission 
Advisory Warning with regard to these products. Sportsstuff, Inc. is fully investigating these 
incidents in cooperation with the CPSC. 

It appears preliminarily that many, if not all, of the incidents brought to Sportsstuffs 
attention involved serious abuse of the product in direct contravention of the warnings and 
instructions provided with the product. 

Each Wego Kite Tube is accompanied by an instructional DVD, user's manual and 
extensive warning labels on the product. The warnings printed on the tube state that the 
tow boat should never exceed the speed of 20 miles per hour when towing adults or 15 
miles per hour when towing children. Media reports concerning these recent incidents state 
that the boats were towing the kite tube at speeds exceeding 30 miles per hour, a speed 
far in excess ofthe maximum towing speed indicated on the Wego Kite Tube. 

The Owners Manual specifically states that misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could 
result in serious injury or death. Copies ofthe Wego Kite Tube Owners Manual are 
available online at Sportsstuff.com. 

As with any water sport, kite tubing is not without some risk of physical injury. Sportsstuff, 
Inc. believes that the Wego Kite Tube is a reasonably safe product if used responsibly and 
in compliance with the instructions and warnings that accompany this product. 

J l l i Ml 

7/12/2006 

http://Sportsstuff.com


Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:49 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Re; Kite tube 

Any update. After 4pm the release will have to slide to thursday. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Tue Jul 11 11:31:39 2006 
Subject: RE: Kite tube 

Firm approved notice to retailers and distributors. Should be emailed out within the next 
2 hours to the retailers telling them to stop sale. Can't say anything yet. They are 
working on a press release for issuance tomorrow if at all possible. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 11:30 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. . 
Subject: Kite tube 

Any update on where we are? 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

JJS7 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

Fronn: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 11:51 AM 

To: EVERYONE 

Subject: CPSC Newslog 06-122; Inflatable Pools, Kite Tubing, ATVs, Carnival Ride Incident 

1. Google News: PA safety rules may take the air out of inflatable pool fun (7/10/06) 
http://news.google.com/news?hl=en&ned=us&ie=UTF-
8&acl=http://w\vw.team4news.coni/Global/story.asp%3FS%3D5127785%26nav%3D0w0v&filter=0 

2. Kite Tubing: 

CBS Early Show: Kite Tube Warning 
http://\vww.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=lZ90129n 

The Daily News (NC): Water Fad Draws Notice of Officers (7/10/06) 
http://www.jdnews.com/SiteProcessor.cfm? 
Template=/Gl.obalTemplates/Details.cfm&Sto:ryID=43166&Section=News 

Kansas City Star: Kite Tubing Ban at Some Lakes (7/10/06) 
http://vvww.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/14992004.htm 

Journal and Courier (Ind.): Kite Tube's Popularity Soars, But Be Wary (7/10/06) 
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article7AID-/20060709/NEWS/607090335/1152 

Keloland TV (SD): Tube Kiting Dangers (7/8/06) 
http://www.keloland.com/News/NewsDetail5440.cfm?Id=0.49313 

The Oakland (Mich.) Press: Lake Accidents Skyrocket (7/10/06) 
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/stories/071106/loc_2006071101 .shtml 

WO WT TV (Omaha): Kite Tube Dangers 
http://www.wowt.eom/news/features/l/3324196.html 

The Salem (OR) News: Issues Safety Advisory on Kite Tubing (7/10/06) 
http://www.salem-news.com/articles/julyl02006/kite_tubes_71006.php 

3. ATVs: 

Google News: Coalition seeks to restrict use of all-terrain vehicles 
http ://news.google.com/news?hl=en&ned=us&ie=UTF-
8&filter=0&q=ATV+and+coalition+and+restrict 

Kansas City Star: Time to Slow Down Kids on ATV (7/10/06) 
http://blogs.kansascity.com/crime_scene/2006/07/time_to_slow_do.html 

4. Minnesota Carnival Ride Incident: 

WCCO TV (Minneapolis) Carnival Victim's Family Describe Her Ordeal (7/10/06) 

S^l 
7/12/2006 

http://news.google.com/news?hl=en&ned=us&ie=UTF8&acl=http://w/vw.team4news.coni/Global/story.asp%3FS%3D5127785%26nav%3D0w0v&filter=0
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http:///vww.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=lZ90129n
http://www.jdnews.com/SiteProcessor.cfm
http://vvww.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/14992004.htm
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article7AID-/20060709/NEWS/607090335/1152
http://www.keloland.com/News/NewsDetail5440.cfm?Id=0.49313
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http://blogs.kansascity.com/crime_scene/2006/07/time_to_slow_do.html
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http;/ywcco.com/seenon/local_story_l 90194022.html 

KARJETV (Minn.): Girls Injured in Carnival Ride, Remain Hospitalized (7/10/06) 
http:/,/www.karel 1 .com/news/ts_article.aspx?storyid=l 28986 

5. Technewsworld.com: New Laptop Can Burst Into Flames (7/10/06) 
http:/./wv\w.technewsworldxom/story/SlgFH3SU3gK7tW/New-Laptops-Can-Burst-Into-Fl^ 

JTVD 
7/12/2006 , — ^ 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 11:30 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Kite tube 

Any update on where we are? 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

J9( 
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Mc lne rney , S tephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 5:19 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE; Wego Kite Tubes 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Popular water sport "kite tube" recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes pulled from the market after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Award winning Sportsstuff Wego kite tube grounded after reports of two deaths and serious injuries 

Because I don't know what the "hazard" is, I can't think of any headlines for the release. Right now all I have is the 
death and injury to go with. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:59 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Wego Kite Tubes 

Have you thought of a heading for the Kite Tube Press Release? Can you? Please? Maybe come up 
with some alternative headlines? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Offlce of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 " " ^ 



Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:16 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Retailer pulls tube 

Attachments: Picture (Metafile); Picture (Metafile); Picture (Metafile); Picture (Metafile); 
Picture (Metafile); Picture (Metafile); Picture (Metafile); Picture (Metafile) 

Scheels Sports voluntarily recalls tube kites 
KNBN-TV 

July 6 

A popular water sport could be seeing its last days. The Consumer Product Safety Commission is now waming 
consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type ofwater recreation known as tube kiting. Tube 
kites, which can fly up into the air several feet above the water, are larger than other tubes on the market and 
more difficult to control. 

This year two people died from injuries they received while tube kiting and many others have suffered a long 
list of injuries including broken necks, ribs, and jaw fractures. 

Scheels Sports has decided to pull the product from its shelves nationwide. 

Ryan LaBarge, Scheels Assistant Manager 

"What we did is a voluntary recall, so we decided that anyone who purchased a Wego here, no questions, you 
can retum it here just because we feel it's unsafe." 

For more information on the dangers of tube kiting you go to the Consumer Product Safety Commission's 
website. 

J93 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:50 AM 

To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Press Release - 7/12 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Wego Kite Tube 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the Wego Kite 
Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products Safety Commission 
Advisory Waming with regard to these products. Sportsstuff, Inc. is fully investigating these 
incidents in cooperation with the CPSC. 

HOUSTON, TX (PRWEB) July 12, 2006 ~ Sportsstuff, Inc. has been in the business of 
selling inflatable towable sporting goods for the past nineteen years and is committed to 
providing reasonably safe water sport products to its customers. The Wego Kite Tube was 
the winner ofthe 2006 Sporting Good Manufacturers Association Product ofthe Year 
Award and has been well-received in the water sports market. 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the Wego Kite 
Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products Safety Commission 
Advisory Warning with regard to these products. Sportsstuff, Inc. is fully investigating these 
incidents in cooperation with the CPSC. 

It appears preliminarily that many, if not all, ofthe incidents brought to Sportsstuffs 
attention involved serious abuse of the product in direct contravention of the warnings and 
instructions provided with the product. 

Each Wego Kite Tube is accompanied by an instructional DVD, user's manual and 
extensive warning labels on the product. The warnings printed on the tube state that the 
tow boat should never exceed the speed of 20 miles per hour when towing adults or 15 
miles per hour when towing children. Media reports concerning these recent incidents state 
that the boats were towing the kite tube at speeds exceeding 30 miles per hour, a speed 
far in excess ofthe maximum towing speed indicated on the Wego Kite Tube. 

The Owners Manual specifically states that misuse or improper use ofthe Kite Tube could 
result in serious injury or death. Copies ofthe Wego Kite Tube Owners Manual are 
available online at Sportsstuff.com. 

As with any water sport, kite tubing is not without some risk of physical injury. Sportsstuff, 
Inc. believes that the Wego Kite Tube is a reasonably safe product if used responsibly and 
in compliance with the instructions and warnings that accompany this product. 

I I If f f 
It ft i l 

7/12/2006 

http://Sportsstuff.com
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 5:19 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE; Wego Kite Tubes 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Popular water sport "kite tube" recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes pulled from the market after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Award winning Sportsstuff Wego kite tube grounded after reports of two deaths and serious injuries 

Because I don't know what the "hazard" is, I can't think of any headlines for the release. Right now all I have is the 
death and injury to go with. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:59 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Wego Kite Tubes 

Have you thought of a heading for the Kite Tube Press Release? Can you? Please? Maybe come up 
with some alternative headlines? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/10/2006 
Jy2 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: - Monday, July 10, 2006 5; 19 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE; Wego Kite Tubes 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Popular water sport "kite tube" recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes pulled from the market after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Award winning Sportsstuff Wego kite tube grounded after reports of two deaths and serious injuries 

Because I don't know what the "hazard" is, I can't think of any headlines for the release. Right now all I have is the 
death and injury to go with. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:59 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Wego Kite Tubes 

Have you thought of a heading for the Kite Tube Press Release? Can you? Please? Maybe come up 
with some alternative headlines? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/10/2006 



************ ********** 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

FYI. 

We really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our anti-kite tubing message. :-) 

From: Kroti, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After his 
mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days. 

Mary 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Kroh, Mary A. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 



( ' 
No, we we re not aware of that, bu. .nat is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see a news story 
on it? 

Thank you. 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting accident? 

Mary Kroh 

^ / < r 



Page 1 of3 

Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: nike6giri@aol.com 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 2:30 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Re; Tube Kiting Incident 

whats a tube kitting?? 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. <MSchoem@cpsc.gov> 
To: Nike6girl@aol.Com 
Sent: Mon, 10 Jul 2006 12:43:21 -0400 
Subject: Fw: Tube Kiting Incident 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message—— 
From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

FYI. 

We really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our antirkite tubing message. :-) 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After his 
mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days. 

7/12/2006 
J'/l 
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Mary 

From: \/Volfson, Scott J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Kroh, Mary A. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see a news 
story on it? 

Thank you. 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting accident? 

Mary Kroh 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the D.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission, 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscr.i.be to this service go to the following 

web page: http: //www, cpscqov/cpsclist .asp 

7/12/2006 
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Mel nerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent. Monday, July 10, 2006 12:35 PM 

To: EVERYONE 

Subject: CPSC Newslog 06-121; This Week in BNA and PSL 

1. Product Safety and Liability Reporter: CPSC Votes to Reform, Streamline In-House Voluntary 
Standards Practices (7/10/06) 

Seeking to improve the flow of information among staffers and the ability to assess its voluntary 
standards, the Consumer Product Safety Commission June 29 voted unanimously to revise its voluntary 
standards practices. 

The reforms update federal regulations to reflect agency practices, and codify Intemet transparency and 
openness procedures ofthe Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1031, Commission Involvement in 
Voluntary Standards. The commission voted in favor ofthe reforms as a way to streamline agency 
procedures and strengthen intemal communication and reporting requirements to ensure commissioners 
have the most timely information about voluntary standards. 

The initiative has been in the works for a while, CPSC Chairman Hal Stratton said in a statement. "This 
vote represents part ofa broader reform effort that I have initiated at the agency which is designed to 
improve the overall management and effectiveness of CPSC staff involved in the voluntary standards 
arena," said Stratton, who is slated to leave the commission July 15. Voluntary standards, he said, are 
"among the agency's most significant, though perhaps least heralded," activities. 
The key reason these reforms are so important, according to agency officials, is that the CPSC does not 

have the jurisdictional authority to jump right iiito mandatory rulemaking; it first must defer to voluntary 
standards. The CPSC says that for every mandatory rule the agency authorizes, it engages in seven 
voluntary standards activities. 

The broader focus ofthe reforms is to ensure information about voluntary standards is shared through 
the proper channels, the agency said. The revisions are expected to make that information more results-
based and goal-oriented for the commission, according to Stratton. 

Complementing the revisions to the C.F.R. is a database designed to track and conunvmicate 
infonnation among CPSC staff and organizations involved in formulating standards. 

To further improve oversight and agency accountability, Stratton said he revised the position 
description ofthe voluntary standards coordinator (VSC). The revisions aim to provide a clearer sense of 
the commission's expectations—particularly with respect to required semiannual summaries the VSC 
submits to the agency, which provide feedback and analysis ofthe commission's voluntary standards. 
The reforms are expected to be published in the July 10 Federal Register. 

Database Provides Documentation 
Complementing the revisions to the C.F.R., a Stratton directive established Intemal Commimications 

Regarding Voluntary Standards Activities, Order 0610.3, which implements the Voluntary Standards 
Tracking and Access Report (V-STAR). The V-STAR database is expected to more formally document 
staff communication, objectives, and involvement with standards-making organizations than is provided 
by the current system, Stratton said. 

The CPSC sets forth volimtary standards with such third-party organizations as Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc., which evaluates electrical products for safety, and the American Society for Testing 
and Materials, which often is involved in fashioning toy standards. Third-pariy organizations create 
committees composed of industry and consumer interest groups, as well as CPSC staffers, according to 
agency officials. 

The information provided by V-STAR seeks to streamline practices that Stratton said can be redundant 

7/12/2006 
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and counterproductive to commission goals. 
Stratton said that historically the commission has relied on the VSC to supervise staff involvement in 
voluntary standards and to serve as primary liaison with the "voluntary standards community." The VSC 
functions remain primarily unchanged, Stratton said, but the revamped position description gives the 
VSC increased decision-making abilities. 

2. Product Safety and Liability Reporter CPSC to Hold Public Briefing Session On Draft 2006 
China Program Plan (7/10/06) 
The Consimier Product Safety Commission staff June 29 invited interested parties to attend an Open 

Dialogue on the CPSC draft 2006 China Program Plan to be held July 11 at CPSC headquarters in 
Bethesda, Md. 

Laurie A. Hopkins, program analyst, CPSC Office of Intemational Programs and Intergovernmental 
Affairs, said CPSC staff will provide a full briefing and is soliciting feedback on the CPSC China 
Program. The program is an effort by the commission to promote the production of safe consumer 
products imported from China. 

"This is an opportunity for stakeholders to suggest improvements to the CPSC China Program and help 
improve the safety of consumer products manufactured in China for sale in the United States," Hopkins 
said in a notice announcing the briefing. 
It will be held July II , from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, 4330 

East West Highway, Bethesda, MD 20902. 
Comments will be accepted until August 1,2006, and should be sent to Laurie Hopkins at 

lhopkins@cpsc.gov. Contact Laurie Hopkins, ifyou plan to attend the Open Dialogue. 
The draft 2006 China Program Plan can be accessed at http://www, cpsc. gov/businfo/china/china. html. 

3. Product Safety and Liability Reporter: British Fireworks Maker Petitions CPSC For 
Revocation of Rule for Indoor Sparkler (7/10/06) 

British Fireworks manufacturer Octavius Hunt Limited, of Bristol, has petitioned the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to revoke the labeling requirement for firework sparklers that states they 
must be used outdoors only, according to a CPSC document dated June 22 (HP-06-02) (71 Fed. Reg. 
36524). 

The company manufactures an indoor sparkler that is designed and safety tested for indoor use 
according to a British Standard. The British standard for hand-held sparklers contains the following 
requirement: "When used according to the instructions, these fireworks should not cause injury to people 
standing 1 m or more away and should not cause damage to property. In the case of hand-held sparklers, 
the person holding them should not be injured." 

Octavius Hunt said its four-inch sparklers are classified as hand-held sparklers, with the total net 
explosive content of 1.5 grams per sparkler, which must bum completely. Stringent tests make them safe 
for use indoors, the company claimed, 

4. Product Safety Letter: CPSC Tweaks Voluntary Standards Tracking Process (7/10/06) 
Among the flurry of commission activity preceding CPSC Chairman Hal Stratton's departure July 15 is 

a three-part reform ofthe agency's procedures for fracking voluntary standards. The goal is to ensure 
commissioners are well apprised of staff s activity on the standards. 
First, commissioners voted 3-0 June 30 to revise 16 CFR 1031. According to a statement from Stratton, 

the changes wdll reflect current staff practices and will codify certain programs begun during his term, 
such as the use of CPSC's website to seek public feedback on staff reports affecting voluntary standards 
and on certain staff communications with standards groups (PSL, 10/25/04, p. 1). 
Second is the creation of an intemal database to be called V-STAR (Voluntary Standards Tracking and 

Access Report) that, according to Stratton's statement, "will more formally document staff 
communication, objectives and involvement with standards-making organizations." The aim is to reduce 

7/12/2006 " ^ 
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redundant efforts and those that run counter to commission goals. 
Third is the expansion of the job description ofthe CPSC Voluntary Standards Coordinator, including 

specifying the required contents ofthe semiarmual report to commissioners on voluntary standards 
activity and making clear the expectation for such feedback. Stratton noted that the semiannual report is 
mandated by the CFR and is "potentially very useful as an instmment for strategic decision-making." He 
said that clarified content requirements will help raise "troubling developments" to the commission level 
faster. 
Under the Consumer Product Safety Act, CPSC must defer to voluntary standards and must meet 

certain requirements to pass mandatory mles. Most products CPSC regulates are covered by voluntary 
standards. 

5. Product Safety Letter: ATV Votes Are Imminent; Staff Answers Nord (7/10/06) 
CPSC commissioners are slated to vote on two ballots on all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) July 11. The 

votes were slated for July 6, but were delayed. 
The first involves a pending 2003 petition from Consumer Federation of America seeking a ban against 

selling adult-size units if the sellers know they will be used by youth under age 16. CPSC staff has urged 
denial of that petition, citing enforcement difficulties and lack of jurisdiction over consumer behavior, 
among other reasons (PSL, 9/5/05, p. 1). 

The other vote involves issuing a notice of proposed mlemaking (NPR) on CPSC staffs May 31 
proposal to address ATV risks (PSL, 6/5/06, p. I). Among the recommended requirements are various 
performance requirements, categorization of youth models by speed limitations rather than engine size, 
various at-sale wamings and offers of training, a formalization of an already-existing voluntary ban of 
three-wheel units, and other elements. 

The proposal stemmed from an October 2005 advance notice of proposed mlemaking (PSL, 10/10/05, 
p. 1) and a June 2005 directive from Chairman Hal Stratton for a broad review of ATV safety (PSL, 
6/13/05, p. 1). 
Meanwhile, a June 30 memo from CPSC staff gives follow-up answers to questions from Commissioner 
Nancy Nord at June's public briefing (PSL, 6/19/06, p. 1) on the proposed NPR. The memo is at 
www.cpsc.gov/LIBRARY/FOIAyFOIA06/brief/atvnord.pdf Details include: 

• Training: Nord asked about a reasonableness requirement for training offers to avoid companies 
providing geographically sparse and infrequent courses. Staffers answered that current training 
offers could be improved and that such a requirement potentially could fight abuse, but that they 
do not have information needed to establish reasonable distances and timing. 

• Lateral Stability: Nord asked about efforts and technology to address ATVs rolling to one or the 
other side. Staffers described various research into the matter in the late 1980s and stated that they 
are unaware of suggested technology for improving ATV lateral stability. They noted that a 1997 
CPSC assessment of ATVs qualitatively deemed such stability improved, but explained that 
research needed for quantitative data would be extensive and complicated. 

• Engine and ATV Sizes: Nord asked about the coimection between youth model engine size and 
ATV size and the cormection to cmshing ability. Staffers explained that while there is a general 
correlation between engine size and ATV size and weight, it is not absolute because "engine size" 
refers to displacement not physical dimensions, meaning a larger "engine size" is not necessarily 
heavier than a lighter "engine size." Further, they explained that they do not believe there is an 
ATV weight limit that would guarantee protection against cmshing, noting that such injuries are 
dependant on other factors besides weight, including rate of load transfer, placement of load 
transfer, body orientation and transferred forces. Further, some weight requirements, such as that 
needed for good stability, would work in conflict with efforts to reduce weight, so determining 
optimal weight to avoid cmshing would need extensive research. 

• Headlights on Youth ATVs: Nord ask about the proposed ban of such headlights versus their 
potential need. Staff explained that data on nighttime use of youth ATVs with headlights is sparse, 
but reiterated the conclusions of Human Factors staff that the benefits of discouraging nighttime 
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ATV riding by eliminating headlights support the proposal. 
• Adult Injury and Death Data: Nord asked about giving them at points of sale. Staffers wamed 

against diluting child data and explained that adult data are less likely to aid in purchase decisions 
than are child data, which, for example could encourage the choice of a youth model. 

• 3-Wheel Golf Carts: Nord asked about the needed scope ofthe 3-wheel ban. Staffers said they are 
seeking more information and that they are not sure if such products should be included 

• Advertising: Nord asked about CPSC authority. Staffers provided a restricted memo. 

6. Product Safety Letter: CPSC Votes To Issue Fireworks ANPR (7/10/06) 
CPSC commissioners voted 3-0 June 30 to proceed with an advance notice of proposed mlemaking 

(ANPR) on fireworks testing. The goal is to deal with fireworks that do not meet CPSC's regulations, 
and the move stems from a proposal floated by the American Fireworks Standards Laboratory (AFSL) 
last sumnier (PSL, 8/22/05, p. 1). The ANPR offers four regulatory options under the Federal Hazardous 
Substances Act (FHSA). 
First is requiring mandatory certification, which CPSC suggests would encourage testing by 

independent labs. Second is adding to the mandatory standards that fireworks must meet, and CPSC 
seeks suggestions on what those might be. Third is reliance on voluntary standards, and revocation of 
existing mandatory standards and use of voluntary standards tied to AFSL's testing program was the 
core ofthe organization's proposal last year. Fourth is dealing with problems through case-by-case 
Section 15 corrective actions. 
The ANPR had not yet been published in the Federal Register as of PSL's July 7 deadline, but 

comments will be due 60 days from that publication. Most fireworks are made in China and are one of 
four priority areas in CPSC's plan for addressing the growing number of products from that nation (PSL, 
T13106, p. 1). The agency will hold a public meeting July 11 to get feedback on the China plan. 

1. Product Safety Letter Table Saw Vote is Coming: Staff Urges 'Yes' (7/10/06) 
CPSC commissioners are set July 11 to vote on issuing an advance notice of proposed mlemaking 

(ANPR) on table saws. A June briefing package from CPSC staff recommends proceeding with the 
inquiry. 

The action stems from a pending 2003 petition that seeks a mandatory requirement for a sensor device 
that would stop a blade when it contacts a finger. The petitioner, SawStop has developed such a device 
and recently successfiilly demonstrated it to the agency (PSL, 6/5/06, p. 1). 

The briefing package is at wvyw.cpsc.gov/LIBRARY/FOIA/FOIA06/brief/tablesaw. . 

8. Product Safety Letter: Infant Pillow Vote is Due; Staff Advises Moving Forward (7/10/06) 
CPSC commissioners are scheduled to vote July 10 on issuing an advance notice of proposed 

rulemaking (ANPR) on infant pillows. 
The move is in response to a 2005 petition from Boston Billow to exempt its and similar nursing 

pillows from the ban on infant pillows and cushions (PSL, 10/17/05, p. 1). A June 29 memo from CPSC 
staff recommends voting for the ANPR, which would explore broadening exemptions. 
In 2004, the company recalled 8,000 units (PSL, 9/6/04, p. 2) because they met the definition of harmed 

infant pillows, which includes granular fill and the ability to conform to an infant's face, among other 
specs. 

Staffs memo is at www.cpsc.gov/LIBRARY/FOIA/FOIA06/brief/pillow.pdf. 

9. Product Safety Letter: CPSC Seeks Feedback on Child/Adult Differentiator (7/10/06) 
CPSC seeks comment until August 21 on a staff research report documenting success with sensors that 

differentiate between children and adults. The aim is to create alarms that sound when children enter 
dangerous areas, such as pools, but that would not sound when adults enter. Such sensors could limit 
nuisance alarms, thus reducing the chance that people will ignore or disable them. 

CPSC performed more than 4,700 sensing tests using prototypes placed in five locations: a daycare 
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center, a bookstore, an indoor pool, an outdoor pool, and an outdoor water park. The devices interpreted 
no children as adults, although some adults were interpreted as children. 

Limitations included that photoelectric sensors can record groups of people as one person moving 
slowly, can record inanimate objects as people, and can get out of alignment easily. Passive infrared 
(PIR) sensors are better at ignoring cold inanimate objects, but react to inanimate objects that are 
warmer than the background and have lower overall performance than photoelectric. 

The report also noted two unencountered situations that could have led to problems - a child carrying a 
tall object, which could have been recorded as an adult, and a large dog or similar animal, which could 
have been recorded as a child. 

The report, dated June, is a follow up to a report in early 2005 (PSL, 1/24/05, p. 1). Get the new one at 
www.cpsc.gov/volstd/research/childdifpdf. 

10. Product Safety Letter: CPSC Eyes Corner Posts in ASTM Bunk Bed Revisions (7/10/06) 
CPSC seeks comment by July 11 on a letter sent to ASTM's F15.30 bunk bed subcommittee on 
revisions to the F1427, Standard Safety Specification for Bunk Beds, which is currently under review for 
revision. At issue are vertical protmsions, such as comer posts, which can be strangulation risks from 
entangled clothing. 
Proposed revisions refer to "vertical protmsions along the top inside," and CPSC observes that any 
protrusions originating along the outside or other surface pose the same risks so asks that the word 
inside be eliminated. 
CPSC also seeks clarification that post caps not be wider than posts, regardless of post height, and that 
caps be removable only with tools. The July 3 letter from Susan Bathalon is at 
www.cpsc.gov/volstd/research/bunkbed.pdf 

11. Product Safety Letter: CPSC Warns Against Tube Kiting (7/10/06) 
CPSC June 30 issued a waming about a new sport called tube kiting, citing two deaths and 12 serious 
injuries. It also explained that it is investigating the products as potential significant hazards. 
Tube kites resemble large inflatable rafts and can take flight when pulled behind a fast boat. CPSC 
explained that possible reasons for the risks are rider inability to control them, boat driver inexperience, 
or certain weather conditions, especially wind gusts. 
Bans recently have occurred on numerous waters administered by the National Parks Service or the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
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Mcl nerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:45 AM 

To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW; Tube Kiting Incident 

FYI. 

We really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our anti-kite tubing message. ;-) 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After his mishap he could 
not get out of bed for a couple of days. 

Mary 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Kroh, Mary A. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see a news story on it? 

Thank you. 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting accident? 

Mary Kroh 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:16 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J, 
Subject: Retailer pulls tube 
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Scheels Sports voluntarily recalls tube kites 
KNBN-TV 

July 6 

A popular water sport could be seeing its last days. The Consumer Product Safety Commission is now waming 
consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type ofwater recreation known as tube kiting. Tube 
kites, which can fly up into the air several feet above the water, are larger than other tubes on the market and 
more difficult to control. 

This year two people died from injuries they received while tube kiting and many others have suffered a long 
list of injuries including broken necks, ribs, and jaw fractures. 

Scheels Sports has decided to pull the product from its shelves nationwide. 

Ryan LaBarge, Scheels Assistant Manager 

"What we did is a voluntary recall, so we decided that anyone who purchased a Wego here, no questions, you 
can retum it here just because we feel it's unsafe." 

For more information on the dangers of tube kiting you go to the Consumer Product Safety Commission's 
website . 

JJ"? 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 12:02 PM 

To: EVERYONE 

Subject: CPSC Newslog 06-120; Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

1. Google News: Lexar Recalls Dangerous Flash Drives (7/7/06) 
http://iiews.google.com/news?hl=en&tab=wn&ie=UTF-
8&ncl=http://ww-w.clii-on.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/fn/4028348.html 

2. Google News: CPSC Announces Pier 1 Candle Recall (7/7/06) 
http://news.google.com/news?lil=en&tab=wn&ie=UTF-
8&nciydtp://www^ 

3. WUSA TV (DC): Tube Kites: Dangerous New Water Sport? (7/6/06) 
http://vvusatv9.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=50613 

4. The Oakland Press: Are Kite Tubes a Danger? (7/7/06) 
http://yvwwJ±ieoaMandp^^^ 

5. The Journal News (White Plains, NY): Trampolines Have Them Jumping for Joy 
http://www.thejoumalnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/2006Q707/SPORTS01/607070364/1108 

6. The Journal News (White Plains, NY): Pool Safety Goes High-tech (7/3/06) 
http://ysww,thejgumalnewsxo 

7. ABC13 (Houston): Toddler Killed in Freak Accident (7/7/06) 
http://abclocal.go.com/ktrk/story?section=local&id=4341839 

8. ConsumerAffairs.com: NHTSA Investigating Evenflo Embrace Infant Seat Failures (7/7/06) 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Adminisfration is investigating 5 consumer complaints that the 

handle on the Embrace rear facing infant car seat designed for children between 5 and 22 pounds 
unexpectedly fails. 

The Embrace infant seat is manufactured by the Evenflo Company, Inc. and is sold on-line, at Wal-
Mart and as well as other independent retailers. 

The Embrace infant seat is equipped with a carry handle and may also be used outside of a vehicle as 
an infant carrier. 

The NHTSA Office of Defects Investigation has received 5 reports of problems with the infant seat 
handle latch. In four instances the handle "unexpectedly unlatched and one complaint reports the handle 
release lever fell out ofthe handle on one side," according to NHTSA. 
NHTSA also reports that a review of Evenflo's submission of early waming reporting data has 

identified field reports of handle latch problems on Embrace seats. 
0 

9. The Wall Street Journal: 'Look Ma, No Brakes' (7/6/06) 
Forget about 28-speed mountain bikes, cmisers with huge seats or $3,500 bicycles that shift gears 

automatically. Cyclists seeking an adrenaline boost on their commute are increasingly climbing onto a 
model straight out ofthe 19th century: a bike that has just one gear, can't coast and often lacks a feature 
prized by most cyclists and law-enforcement officials — brakes. 
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Taking a cue from velodrome racers and city bike messengers, a growing number of riders are buying 
so-called fixed-gear bikes. Unlike standard 18- or 21-speeds, fixed-gear models have pedals chained 
directly to the rear wheel so that whenever the wheel spins, so do the pedals. To stop, the rider has to 
slow down well in advance, or stand on the pedals with enough force to skid to a stop. Removing brakes 
and gears makes the bikes lighter and cheaper than feature-packed versions, and purists say they like 
these models - also known as "fixies" - for their simplicity and direct connection to the pavement. 

While many riders used to build their own stripped-dovm models — and some boutique makers have 
long sold them for track racing — now major bike manufacturers are circling the market. Giant 
introduced its first fixed-gear model for the streets, the $500 Bowery, earlier this year. Last year. Trek 
introduced its T-l track bike, a $1,100 model that comes without brakes, while Raleigh rolled out its 
$600 Rush Hour, its first fixed-gear model since 1980. And Specialized last year sold 5,000 of its fixed-
gear Langsters, up from 600 when it introduced the line in 2001. Next year. Specialized plans to bring 
out a new version of its single-speed bike that transforms into a fixie by simply adding a cog. 
But for all of their hipster appeal, the bikes can be difficult to operate, if not outright dangerous. 

Because coasting isn't an option, stopping takes strength and concentration. A common mistake for 
novices who forget they're on a fixed-gear model is to stop pumping — and go flying over the handlebars 
as the pedals keep spinning, a Specialized representative says. For men, the bikes present another 
challenge: Because riders can't stand up in the saddle to coast, long rides can result in reduced blood 
flow to the reproductive organs, which studies suggest may lead to impotence. 

Chris Dawson noticed fixed-gear bikes all over the street, and after checking a few pro-fixie Web sites, 
the 39-year-old lawyer in Sacramento, Calif, bought one earlier this year. "There's a perception that 
fixed-gear riders are these crazy guys," he says. "But here I am in my button-down shirt and tie." Now, 
the father of two rides it to work each day — his is equipped with brakes, and he wears a helmet — and 
says he loves showing off his new skills. That made it all the more embarrassing when he lost his 
balance recently in front of a line of cars at an intersection and toppled over. 

The danger doesn't stop when the bike does. Fixed-gear owners can injure themselves when the bike is 
elevated on a repair stand. In contrast with standard models, with chains that stop spinning if something 
is caught in them, the chains and pedals on fixies keep moving as long as the wheel is turning, even if 
something gets stuck in the works. Sites including fixedgeargallery.com, cyclelicio.us and 
Sheldonbrown.com contain tales of stuck digits, even pictures of severed fingers. 
Fans say they're unfazed. Riders say the bikes provide a killer workout because one can set the gear at 

a low level for added resistance. Macho types, meanwhile, revel at riding a bike they can stop only with 
their own bmte strength. And experienced riders say plenty of rewards come with mastering the bikes — 
with bragging rights conferred upon those who can execute moves like the "skip stop," in which a rider 
shifts his weight forward to unweight the rear wheel, locks his legs to hold the pedals in a horizontal 
position and skids to a stop. 

Another move is the "frack stand," a technique pioneered on fracks and passed down to bike 
messengers, in which the rider balances in one spot by standing oh the pedals. Tyler Cannon says he did 
his first track stand to make way for a biker approaching the other way on a narrow road. "It really made 
me feel like the man," says the 23-year-old from Lake Forest, Calif His thrill was short-lived. "Lcrashed 
about 10 feet later when I smacked a pedal on a rock," he says. "Luckily, the other person didn't see." 
Newer devotees represent a milieu far from the bike-world fringes — including doctors, teachers and 

Wall Sfreet traders. This summer, hundreds of fanatics will descend on Traverse City, Mich., for the 
second annual Fixed Gear Symposium, organized by a 60-year-old real-estate broker. Bailey Fidler, a 
sales associate at Boston's Wheelworks bike store, says it used to be unusual to see anyone over age 40 
shopping for a fixed-gear bike; now, he says, about half the bikes go to those in that age range. One 
popular pick: new models such as Cannondale's '07 Capo, which can be quickly converted to a single-
speed bike that can coast and has brakes. 

High Margins 
While the U.S. bike business is booming overall - it hit $6 billion last year, up more than 10% since 
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2003 — these bikes remain a tiny niche. Ofthe three million specialty bikes sold this year, roughly 
15,000 will be fixed-gear models, estimates bike-industry analyst Jay Townley of Wisconsin's Jay 
Townley & Associates LLC. While these basic bikes are typically cheaper than loaded-down bikes, 
they're still profitable. Margins on most fixed-gear bikes are about five percentage points higher than the 
25% to 30% margms on a typical bike, says Mr. Tovraley. 

In regulatory terms, the bikes fall in a gray area. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission says 
track bicycles are "designed and intended for use in a competition." They are exempt from federal 
requirements for standard bicycles, which call for bikes to have brakes at least in the rear. Fixed-gear 
sidewalk bikes — the commission's term for one with a seat height of no more than 25 inches adjusted to 
its highest position, and no free wheel — aren't required to have brakes if they bear a permanent label 
visible from 10 feet displaying the words "No Brakes." The same label must be displayed prominently 
on promotional display material and shipping cartons. 

They're illegal in many places. Laws in most states where fixed-gear riding is popular — including New 
York, Califomia, Maryland and Oregon — require that bicycles be equipped vsdth a brake that enables the 
operator to make the braked wheels skid on clean, dry pavement. Still, fixed-gear cyclists and lawyers in 
those states argue, often successfully, that the rider should count as the "brake" if he or she is able to 
achieve the same effect. 

To be on the safer side, bike shops generally advise customers to add hand brakes to models that come 
without them, and many riders do. Giant, for one, sells its fixed-gear model with brakes in the front and 
back. And in any case, makers say they don't recommend the bikes for novice riders, with many 
marketing their fixed-gear models as track bikes. "We think the people buying these bikes are savvy 
enough to know they're meant for one thing and one thing only. If a customer seems like they don't 
understand that, it's up to the shop to say, 'Don't go ride it in traffic' That would be suicidal," says Andy 
Jacques-Maynes, road-bike product manager at Specialized. 

Ken Heike has a brake on his fixed-gear bike, though he tries to avoid using it. He was considering 
taking the brake off, he says, until a recent spill changed his mind. The 5 3-year-old hand surgeon in 
Oklahoma City, who started riding it to train for a triathlon, says he was "booking" through a peu-king lot 
recently when a car lurched backward. He says he froze, locked his legs — and "went over the top" ofthe 
car. He broke his wrist and couldn't operate for two weeks, he'says. "All my friends said, 'I told you it 
was dangerous.' I do wonder if it would have been a different situation on another bike," he says. As for 
the hand brake, he adds: "I think I'm going to keep it." 

Bike Spills 
There are no statistics on how many bike accidents involve fixed-gear cycles, and typically bike spills 

of all kinds go underreported. But overall, bike-accident fatalities are on the rise, especially in urban 
areas. In 2004,725 cyclists were killed in traffic crashes, according to the latest data from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, up from 629 the previous year. Anecdotally, dealers say they 
see a higher proportion of fixed-gear bikes come back to the shop banged up. 

The bikes are providing extra work for lawyers. Mark Ginsberg, who has represented eight fixed-gear 
riders this year and serves as chairman ofthe bicycle-advisory committee of Portland, Ore., says he's 
seen the number of traffic citations soar recently, though he has yet to see the court hold up a single one. 
"A fixed-gear is a braked bike under the law," he says. "You just must be able to skid the wheel on dry, 
level, clean pavement." 

But David White-Lief, a personal-injury lawyer in Boston who specializes in bike accidents, says he's 
relieved that one of his current clients had brakes on his fixie — even though that probably didn't help 
when a car took a left tum and knocked him dovra while he was riding on the side ofthe road. "It's just 
harder for a lawyer to explain to a jury or insurance company why someone didn't have brakes," Mr. 
White-Lief says. 
No brakes? No problem, says Daniel Gonzales. The 29-year-old bike messenger in New York, who's 

fighting his second ticket for riding brakeless, says he got the first in November when an officer stepped 
suddenly into the bike lane, raised his arms and ordered him to stop. "I thought I had demonstrated the 
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fixed-gear stopped quite well," says Mr. Gonzales, who locked his wheel and skidded to a halt in front 
ofthe officer. "I didn't run into him." 
Hannah Karp/hamiah.kaip(g),dowjones.com 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 11 ;02 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

FYI. I have not responded yet to her. Basically the Army Corp of Engineers is wondering what to do, and wants to 
know CPSC next steps. 

From: Nutt, Lynda G NWW [mailto:Lynda.G.Nutt@nww01.usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 10:55 AM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Jul ie : 

As a public safety program manager for the Corps, I wanted to touch base 
w i th you to share the immense amount of concern my agency is having 
over the appearance o f kite tubes on our nation's waters. I i iave recently 
been asked to fur ther research these devices and make recommendations 
to our leadership on whether the Corps imposes a nat ionwide ban in our 
management areas. Just to update you, we now have several regional 
Corps offices that have temporari ly banned kite tubes f rom lakes and 
waterways wi th in their jur isdict ion, including the Tulsa, Lit t le Rock, and 
Vicksburg Districts (basically Mississippi to Texas and north to Missouri 
and Kansas), but to date we have not moved to ban them uni lateral ly. 

Through my discussions w i th other agencies ( including National Park 
Service, National Assn of State Boating Law Administrators and US Coast 
Guard), I 've learned that some actions have been taken (NPS l imi ted ban) 
whi le most agencies are watching each other to see how they respond. 

Our concerns are soundly based: we're t ry ing to protect the public f rom 
thei r own recklessness. As the nation's largest provider of outdoor 
recreation (pr imari ly water-based), we deal almost daily w i th issues 
related to recreational accidents and fatal i t ies. We realize that every t ime 
a new type of extreme recreation activi ty or equipment is introduced, 
we' re bound to see an increase in related accidents. While stepping up 
our educational outreach works in some situat ions, there are other 
situations that require control. I know that CPSC knows and understands 
this. 

I t would help me to know if CPSC has any intent ion of control l ing these 
particular devices fur ther (outside of the news release that warns of their 
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inherent r isk). Has further informat ion been gathered by your agency? 
For instance, I understand that the manufacturers are claiming that they 
can be operated safely and that the control is up to the boat operator. 
With the goal being to get the device airborne, I suspect tha t the control 
goes out the door once they do get up in the air. The injur ies we've 
learned about resulted when the ki te took a sudden nose-dive or the rider 
fel l o f f the airborne device. The more research I do, the more videos I 
wa tch , the less convinced I am that these can be operated safely. I also 
see a side issue w i th these related to the boat operator - the amusement 
of seeing these devices airborne is distracting boat operators ' attention 
f rom driving the boat. 

I wou ld appreciate any insight you can provide us as we move through 
this review. 

LyruGx-INutt 
Manager 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
National Operations Center for Water Safety 
(208) 773-8442 Office 
(208) 699-5944 Cell 

J 
7/12/2006 



M c l n e r n e y , S tephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Mark Veitch [Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc,ca] 
Friday, July 07, 2006 8:09 AM 
Schoem, Marc J. 
Sandra Wright 
Re; FW; Confidential - Fw; Kite tube death in Canada 

Hi Marc; 

I just got your message this morning. Thank you for the heads up on that 
one. 

We have been investigating this product and I can give you the following 
preliminary results, though it isn't much at this point. We have had 
one report of an injury to date, and we have had some media inquiries 
regarding the product. We have not found there to be any product defects 
in this extreme sport product, though your findings and this most recent incident in 
Guelph will all go towards our response to this issue. 

I have copied in- a couple of colleagues who are close to. the issue. 
Shannon Whittle (613-952-6260) would be the best contact to discuss the 
investigation. I'11 give you a call in a couple of minutes, but I will 
be out for the rest of the morning and be back in the afternoon. 

Thanks. 

Mark Veitch 
National Compliance and Information Systems Division (NCISD) / Division de la conformite 
nationale et des systemes d'information (DCNSI) Consumer Product Safety Bureau (CPSB) / 
Bureau de la securite des produits de consommation (BSPC) Health Canada / Sante Canada 
Tel: 613-952-5656 Fax: 613-952-9138 

I + > 
"Schoem, Marc J." 
<MSchoem@cpsc.govi 
> 

2006-07-06 05:00 
PM 

+ : > 

I 

I To: "Mark Veitch" <Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc.ca> 

I cc: 

I Subject: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada 

Mark, 

I.sent this to Sandra and understand she is out of the office. I will call you in a few 

1 J 

mailto:Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc.ca


minutes t o d i s c u s s . Thanks 

Marc J . Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:07 PM 
To: 'Sandra_Wright@hc-sc.gc.ca' 
Subject: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in canada 

Sandra, see below email about a death in Canada involving a kite tube product. We are 
aware of at least two other deaths in the U S and some 
37 injury incidents. Are you aware of these products? Are you investigating? We issued a 
safety alert a week ago that you can find on our website to see the products in question. 
If you or someone can call me on this I would appreciate speaking to you further. Thanks 
Please keep this information confidential. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * It-

Marc J. Schoem 

Deputy Director 

Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Vallese, Julie M. 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Thu Jul 06 14:47:58 2006 
Subject: Kite tube death in canada 

Just got off the phone with a report.er in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on 
Lake Belwood a day or two ago. 
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. 

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at 
www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up article in tomorrow's edition. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

************************************************************* 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail (and any 
attachments) are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent to you automatically 
via Internet e-mail, as they are released by CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this 
service go to the following web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 

*************************************************** 

http://www.guelphmercury.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp


Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Vallese, Julie M. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:48 PM 
Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L, 
Kite tube death in canada 

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on 
Lake Belwood a day or two ago. 
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. 

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at 
www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up article in tomorrow's edition. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

yyS" 

http://www.guelphmercury.com
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:50 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J,; Topka, Tanya L, 

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: tube kite/Minn Dept. Natural Resources 

Tim Smalley from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources just called in about tube kites. He is the 
boating safety specialist for the state. He was calling for two reasons, one for some guidance on tube kites and 
two, to offer his assistance in anyway to our investigation. He has the reports of incidents in his area, two in hand 
and two on the way. They are the reports done by the county Sheriffs office. One thing he told me is they have 
one incident that occurred on June 25 with the victim in critical condition. 

I said the best thing for me to do is to forward his name and number and have the investigator in the region 
contact him. So that is what I am doing. Again his name is Tim Smalley his number is 651-259-5354. 

Hope this helps. 

Julie Vallese 
Director 
CPSC Office of Public Affairs 
4330 East West Hwy 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7783 
240-676-1885 (cell) 

7/13/2006 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Vallese, Julie M, 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:57 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L, 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J,; Blasius, Dennis R, 
Subject: Re: tube kites 

I received-a call this afternoon from a "consumer" named Steve. While he may very well be 
just a c^cnsumer, I have a feeling he may have more of an agenda. The questions he was 
asking and the fact that he didn't take a super strong stance on the product just left me 
a bit su.spicious. 

I answer«d his questions in very general terms and when he asked me about sport stuff, I 
simply s.aid while we are aware that they are one manufacturer, we are at the early stage 
of our investigation and no one company is being identified or investigated. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Topka,'Tanya L. 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
CC: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wed Jul 05 15:28:04 2006 
Subject: RE: tube kites 

Sevylor, Inc. manufacturers/distributes the Manta Ray 

West Marine, Inc. distributes the West Marine distributes the Raptor Blaster Tube 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-759.4 
www.cpsc.gov 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 3:02 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: tube kites 

What is the name of the other leading manufacturer of tube kites? I only can find 
Wego/Sportsstuff. 

Julie Vallese 

Director 

CPSC Office of Public Affairs 

4330 East West Hwy 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

301-504-7783 

270 

http://www.cpsc.gov


240-676-1885 (ce l l ) 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 2:51 PM 

To: EVERYONE 

Subject: CPSC Newslog 06-117; Fireworks Safety, Tube Kiting, FOIA Requests 

1. Associated Press (Chicago): Data: Fireworks Injuries on the Rise (7/3/06) 
http.://w\vw.,.chi.cagot.nb.u 
newsnationworld-hed 
news.google.com/nevv.s?hl=en&ned=us&ie=UTF-8&ncl=http://vvww.chicagotrlbune.com/news/nationworld/chi-
0607030140jul03,1.572"2277.story%3Fcoll%3Dchi-newsnationworid-hed&filter=0 

2. Fox News Channel: Dangers of Fireworks (interview with Julie Vallese) 
w\vw.foxnews.com/video2/launchPage.html?070306/070306_ff_fireworks&Dangers%20of% 
20Fireworks&FQX_Friends&Explosive%20d^^ 
20safeiy&]fedonal&-.l&Da 

3. CNN: Fireworks Dangers (features Chairman Stratton) 
wmv.emailthis.clickability.com/et/emailThis?clickMap=viewThis&etMailToID=2090743274 

4. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Sky for canvass, Fire for paint (7/2/06) 
http://vyww.jsonline.com/storv/index.aspx?id=442994 

5. AP (Michigan): Efforts Underway to Relax Often-Ignored Fireworks Laws (7/1/06) 
http://www.mlive.com/newsflasli/regional/index.ssfP/base/news-
35/^.il7746583237M^Mll&sto^ylist=m^ 

6. Sun-Sentinel.com: Fireworks and Grills Can Spark a Disaster (7/2/06) 
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-mi02alertiul02.0,6274553.story?coll=sfl-news-
browardcomm 

7. ABC News: Tube Kiters Warned of Dangers (6/30/06) 
http://abcnews.go .com/US/story ?id=2141286&page= 1 

8. The Beaumont (TX) Enterprise: Information Requests Need Better Response (7/2/06) 
http://www.2wire.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=16870208&BRD=2287&PAG=461&dept id=512588«ferfi=8 

9. Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel: Underwater drains in spas and pools pose hidden dangers, especially to 
children (7/2/06) 
http://w>\5v,SM:.sentind̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
headlines 

10. Gainesville Sun: As Ride Thrills Climb, So Do Head Injuries (7/1/06) 
http://www.gainesville.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060701/LOCAL/207010358/1078/news 

11. The Philadelphia Inquirer: Safe at Home? Not As Much As We Think (7/2/06) 
http://www.philly.com/mld/philly/classifieds/real_estate/14922612.htm 

7/12/2006 

http://http.://w/vw.,.chi.cagot.nb.u
http://vvww.chicagotrlbune.com/news/nationworld/chi0607030140jul03,1.572%222277.story%3Fcoll%3Dchi-newsnationworid-hed&filter=0
http://vvww.chicagotrlbune.com/news/nationworld/chi0607030140jul03,1.572%222277.story%3Fcoll%3Dchi-newsnationworid-hed&filter=0
http://vyww.jsonline.com/storv/index.aspx?id=442994
http://www.mlive.com/newsflasli/regional/index.ssfP/base/news35/%5e.il7746583237M%5eMll&sto%5eylist=m%5e
http://www.mlive.com/newsflasli/regional/index.ssfP/base/news35/%5e.il7746583237M%5eMll&sto%5eylist=m%5e
http://Sun-Sentinel.com
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-mi02alertiul02.0,6274553.story?coll=sfl-newsbrowardcomm
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-mi02alertiul02.0,6274553.story?coll=sfl-newsbrowardcomm
http://abcnews.go
http://www.2wire.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=16870208&BRD=2287&PAG=461&dept
http://w%3e/5v,SM:.sentind%5e%5e%5e%5e%5e%5e%5e
http://www.gainesville.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060701/LOCAL/207010358/1078/news
http://www.philly.com/mld/philly/classifieds/real_estate/14922612.htm
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Bernstein, Marc M. 

Sent : Sunday July 02, 2006 1:27 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Staebell, Eugene E.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L 

Subject: RE; Sports stuff statement on tube kite 

Mr Schoem, 

I have also read that blog written by the representative of Sportstuff, and inquired to his statement, "Sportstuff 
follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA)...". The executive director of 
WSIA stated tg me that while the WSIA warnings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-related 
products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation with WSIA regarding the product 
or any tow rope standards. The director stated that regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any 
language" as related to tube kites or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the 
tube rope standards and warnings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes as pertinent 
factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular (inner) tubes and tube kites. This 
information will be included in my final report (IDI). 

Respectfully, 

Marc Bernstein 
Investigator 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
1212-H El Camino Real, PMB 582 
San Bruno, CA 94066 
Tel: 650-871-0995 
Fax: 775-278-5863 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Sat 7/1/2006 9:48 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Bernstein, Marc M.; Kerr, Marcia; Loera, Richard; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: Fw: Sports stuff statement on tube kite 

Fyi 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955-cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Vallese, Julie M. 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Mullan, John G. 
CC: Wolfson, Scott J. 

7/13/2006 
J 9 3 
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Sent: F r i Jun 30 20:17:22 2006 
Subject: Sports stuff statement on tube kite 

1 found this statement from Sportsstuff about tube kiting in an on-line chat room. It has been posted elsewhere as well. 

JV 

Given the recent online discussions of using flying tubes like the Wego Kite Tube on this and other forums, we at Sportsstuff 
would like to reiterate the importance of its proper usage. 

There are inherent risks with any water sport, these risks are significantly reduced when the item is properly used under the 
recommended guidelines. • 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and is unlike any other watersport activity. This means that the boat driver, 
spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, leam in light steady wmd, start slow. Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting 
takes a practiced level of skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the market has such an extensive system of warnings and instruction - starting with the 
packaging, the user's manual, the included instructional DVD, the three segment tow rope that is specifically designed to 
allow a progression of rope length and height relative to user experience, and many waming patches printed on the surface of 
the tube reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In addition, the slogans and markings on the item itself are there specifically 
to remind the rider ofthe possible dangers involved in the misuse ofthis item. To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, 
follow the rules. 

The guideline manuals and instructional video that are packaged with the item are available directly from our website at: 
http://wvyw.sportsstuffcom <http://www.sportsstiifF.com> 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and numerous accolades received on this item, the Wego Kite Tube was also 
awarded the prestigious Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association - Sports Product of the Year award for 2006. 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), is an active member ofthe 
safety board, and takes the safety and wellbeing of our customers very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sense, practice safe boating, and have fun! 

Ifyou are interested in learning more about the Kite Tube, please visit http://www.sportsstuff.com 
<http:.//vy\vw.sportssmffcom> or call 888-814-8833 and let our friendly customer service staff answer your questions. 

[ June 21,2006, 10:15 AM: Message edited by: Sportsstuff ] 

7/13/2006 
37f 
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Mclnerney , S t e p h e n 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 8; 17 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Mullan, John G. 

Cc: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Subject: Sports stuff statement on tube kite 

I found this statement from Sportsstuff about tube kiting in an on-line chat room. It has been posted elsewhere as 
well. 

JV 

Given the recent online discussions of using flying tubes like the Wego Kite Tube on this and other forums, we at 
Sportsstuff would like to reiterate the importance of its proper usage. 

There are inherent risks with any water sport, these risks are significantly reduced when the item is properiy used 
underthe recommended guidelines. 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and is unlike any other watersport activity. This means that the 
boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light steady wind, start slow. Do not over
estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the market has such an extensive system of warnings and instruction - starting with 
the packaging, the user's manual, the included instructional DVD, the three segment tow rope that is specifically 
designed to allow a progression of rope length and height relative to user experience, and many warning patches 
printed on the surface ofthe tube reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In addition, the slogans and markings 
on the item itself are there specifically to remind the rider of the possible dangers involved in the misuse of this 
item. To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow the rules. 

The guideline manuals and instructional video that are packaged with the item are available directly from our 
website at; http://vyry!o«,sportsstujff,co^^ 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and numerous accolades received on this item, the Wego Kite Tube 
was also awarded the prestigious Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association - Sports Product of the Year award 
for 2006. 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), is an active member 
of the safety board, and takes the safety and wellbeing of our customers very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sense, practice safe boating, and have funi 

If you are interested in learning more about the Kite Tube, please visit http:J/yyfww,sportsstufi or call 888- • 
814-8833 and let our friendly customer service staff answer your questions. 

[June 21, 2006,10:15 AM: Message edited by: Sportsstuff] 

7/12/2006 

http://vyry!o�,sportsstujff,co%5e%5e
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 7:17 AM 

To: Vallese, Julie M,; Mullan, John G.; Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Bernstein, Marc M. 

Subject: Army Corps bans kite tubing for safety reasons 

http;//www.kten.com/Global/story.asp?S=5099178 

7/13/2006 37^ 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 3:26 PM 

To: Mullan, John G.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Tube Kiting Alert 

Gib and Marc, 

Sorry about sending up the sign-off sheet with a few ofthe edits missing... I was paying more attention to your 
handwriting and missed the 'track changes' in the margin. It is in OGC right now with all of the appropriate 
changes, except Julie re-phrased the one sentence about the factors that may be attributable to causing the 
incidents. It now reads; 

Possible reasons for the incidents and injuries can include: 1) rider's difficulty in controlling the tube, 
2) boat operator inexperience, and 3) ho'w the tube reacts in certain weather conditions. 

Let us know ifyou have concems with this language. 

Thanks. 

6/30/2006 Jl'? 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 11 ;05 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J, 

Subject: Kite Tube Alert 

Thanks for the feedback on the safety alert....Julie has a few media appearances today, but when she gets back 
to the office we'll work on incorporating the changes. 

I concur that we'll need to do full clearance thru the Commission on this one (we'll walk it around). 

Scott 

7/12/2006 J 
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S c h o e m , Marc J . 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:49 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE; Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin 

There was a death yesterday of a man who was riding in one of these kite tows in Rhinelander, Wl. A reporter 
from the Daily News in Rhinelander wants an inten/iew with CPSC. 

Dean Acheson 
The Daily News, Rhinelander, Wl 
715-365-6375 

Deadline is today or tomorrow (preferably today). He is writing a hard news story on the death today. He wants 
you to be in a sidebar that he's also writing on the safety of these kite tow devices. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:28 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin 

Julie, 

Can you send me any details on the death you received in Wisconsin? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations -
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite «10 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-«38-6955 - cell 

6/27/2006 
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BROWN & GIDDING, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W, 
Suite 242 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
Telephone; 202-237-6008 Fax: 202-237-5259 

FAX 
To. AAarc Schoem 

Fax: 301-504-0359 

Phone; 301-504-7520 

ftc: CA 060037 Spor-tsstuff 

D Urgent D For* Review 

Inc. 

From: 

Poges: 

bate; 

CC: 

D Please Comment 

Michael J. Gidding 

3 

August 21, 2006 

n Please Reply D Please Recycle 

• Comments: 

Warning; 

This fnx is intended only for tho reeipier'tt(s) named above. Ifyou receive this fax by mistake, please 
telephono us (collect) at tho above voice number.to let us know of the error. If this fax contoins 
privileged or otherwise legdlly protected information, disclosuro of the infomiation to anyone other than 
the mimed recipient(s) is not authorized, and you may not lawfully read, copy, or otherwise use this fax 
unless you arc a named recipient or a named recipient's authorized representative. 
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BROWN & GIUDING, RC, 

July 13, 2006 

Confidential - Contains Trade Secret and 
Proprietary Information 

VIA FACSIMILE AND 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Mr. IMarc Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

CA 060037 
Sportsstuff^ Inc. 

Wego Kite Tube and Kite Tube Pro 

Dear Mr. Schoem: 

This follows up our many conversations about Sportsstuffs 
withdrawal from the market of Wego Kite Tubes and its subsequent program to 
offer consumers who own those products replacements. As you are aware, 
Wego does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous when used according to the Instructions that accompany them, but is 
taking both measures out of an abundance of caution. 

During the course of working with the Commission, Sport:sstuff 
submitted draft letters to distributors and retailers, both of which the 
Commission staff approved, that expressly stated Sportsstuff's belief that the 
products are not defective or unreasonably dangerous. While the draft press 
release it proffered contained the same statement, at your request, Sportsstuff 
agreed to remove that language from the release. It did so, not as a waiver of 
its position on this issue, but rather to accommodate the Commission. As you 
explained, It is the Commission's policy that press releases should not include 
such statements lest they have the effect of diluting the message in the release 

A r iQRNLYS A T L A W 3201 New Mexico Ave., N.W. • Suite 242 • Washington, D.C, 20016-2756 
Tel. (202) 237-6008 • Fax (202) 237-5259 
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Mr, Marc Schoem 
July 13, 2006 
Page 2 

that consumers should stop using the products involved and, in this case, seek 
replacement products. 

Similarly, at your request, the press release and other notice 
documents in this matter use the word "recall" to characterize the product 
withdrawal that Sportsstuff is undertaking. Again, Sportsstuff agreed to use this 
word in recognition that, even though it does not appear in section 15 of the 
Consumer Product Safety Act, the Commission prefers to refer to all actions of 
this nature as "recalls" to assure that such actions get sufficient publicity and 
attention. Thus, Sportsstuff used the term in its report and notice materials 
solely to accommodate the Commission. As is the case with the deletion of the 
language from the press release, its agreement to use the term "recall" does not 
mean that Sportsstuff in any way admits or concedes that the kite tubes are 
defective or unreasonably dangerous. 

I would appreciate it if you would confirm my understanding of the 
Commission's general policies, as is described above, with respect to the use in 
notice documents of the word "recall," as well as with respect to the prohibition 
on the use phraseology that might be construed as having a deterrent effect on 
consumer response. Please also confirm that the use of the term "recall" in this 
case, and the exclusion from the press release of Sportsstuffs position on the 
absence of a defect or unreasonable risk, do not reflect any finding on the part 
of the Commission that the kite tubes are defective or unreasonably dangerous. 

Sportsstuff requests that this letter and the information contained 
in it be withheld from public disclosure under the authorities granted to the CPSC 
in Section 6 ofthe CPSA, 15 U.S.C, § 2055; the Trade Secrets Act, 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1905 and the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If any request is 
made for this information, please notify me immediately. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael J. Gidding 



SAFETY RECA[;-L 
SPORTSSTUFF WEGO KITE TUBES 

Reports of death and serious injury have been received. 

IF YOU HAVE ONE OF THESE KITE TUBES, 

STOP USING IT IMMEDIATELY 

Contact Sportsstuff, Inc. between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time Monday through Friday at 

(866)831-5524 
OR AT 

www.sportsstuff.com 

to learn how to obtain free replacement products or for more 
information. 

In cooperation with the 
U.S, Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Post through November 30, 2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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From: Gordon Harting [gordonh@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 3:54 PM 
To: Jim Koranda (E-mail) 
Subject; Addresses.xls 

IVM BillName 
41st Street Scheels 
Al Boom Marine 
Alan Petersen 

Ample Harvest International Co Ltd 
Appleton Scheels 
AquaFun Inc 
Backyard Oasis 
Bart's Water Sports 
Bass Pro, L.P. 
Bay Marine & Sportscenter 
Bell Industries 
Big Bear Sports Center 
Big Daddy D's 
Bilson's Sport Shop 
Boater's Worid 
Body Sculpture 
Byggplast & Batprylar Sverige AB 
Cabela's, Inc. 
Carol Christensen 
Chelsea's Boutique 

Coast Distribution 
College Square Scheels 
Crown Enterprises 
Dakota Square Scheels 
Den Bol Sport & Recreatie BV 
Des Moines Scheels 
Dick's Sporting Goods 
Diversified Marine 
Diversified Marine 
Diversified Marine 
Dolphin Marine Co 
Domeyer Implement 
Donovan Marine, Inc 
Dub's Sporting Goods 
Eau Claire Scheels 
Ellett Brothers 
Exceed Intn'l / Hot Products 
Freestyle 
Fun, Inc 
Gene Lockwoods Sportmart 
Hardware City 
Imidjex Ltd 

IVM BillAddress 
2101 W41stSt 
212 Al Ramool Showroom #7 
604 Peari St 

No 32-2 Wunsyue St 
Fox River Mall 
POBox 137 
1 Cardiff Court 
7581 E. 800 N. 
2500 E. Kearney 
PO Box 7880 
580 Yankee Doodle Rd. Ste 1200 
2618 King Ave W 
502 Hazelview Rd 
201 Lander Ave 
6711 Ritz Way 
PO Box 141 
Lovbacksvagen 4 
3200 Rd 101 
3055 S 46th Ave 
P.O. 60x29134 
P.O. Box 1449 
College Square Mall 
DBA: Sportsman & Ski Haus 
Minot Dakota Square 
Heerewaardensestraat 30 
Jordan Creek Town Center 
PO Box 6700 
3528 Garfield Ave 
1914 S.Mateo St. 
3528 Garfield Ave 
66 Eltaweniate Smouha 
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loJva City Scheels 
J. Osawa & Co., Ltd 
Joe's Sporting Goods 
Keller Marine 
Kellogg Marine Supply 
Ken Williams Marine Supplies 
Kimpex 
Kirkwood Scheels Sports 
Lake Elmo Sports 
Land N Sea Dist Inc Benrock Region 
Land 'N' Sea Distributing 
Lifestyle Sport 
Lincoln Scheels 
Links Unlimited Inc 
Little Chapel of the Flowers 
Lorenz & Jones Marine 
Marine Equipment & Supply Co 
Marine World, Inc. 
Mark Dowland Marine 
MC Sports 
Medart Marine 
Mills Fleet Farm 
Moorhead Downtown Scheels 
Morgan Recreational Supply 
Omaha Marine Center 
Omaha Scheels All Sports 
Oriental Wakeboard Group 
Outfitters, Ltd. 
Overton's Inc 
Parks Sportsman 
Pelican Leisure Sports Pa Inc. 
Platinum Direct Source LLC 
Pro Boating Supplies 
Resuco USA, Inc 
Retail Concepts Inc - DIP 
River Hills Scheels 
Sail & Ski #1 
Sav-On Drugs Inc 
Scheels - Fargo 
Seacoast Distributors LLC 
Seacoast Distributors LLC 
Seas and Deserts 
Ski-n-See 
SkyMall 
Southern Hill Scheels 
Southern Marine Supply 
Speed Marine 
Sports Imports 

1461 Coral Ridge Ave 
521 Kobo, Misato'shi 
33 E County Rd B 
P.O. Box 190 
5 Enterprise Dr 

R.M.B. 1550 Yarrawonga 
5355 Rue St-Roch 
802 Kirkwood Mall 
1121 E Cliff Rd 
6900 Alcoa Road 
3131 N Andrews Ave Ext 
N Fiskaregatan 16 
2960 Pine Lake Rd., Suite B 
1249 W 7th Street 
1717 Las Vegas Blvd S 
POBox 1028 
1401 Metropolitan Ave 
601 E. First St 
Park Wood House 
3070 Shaffer Ave SE 
124 Manufacturers Dr 
P.O. Box 971 
505 Center Ave 
6013 Denny Dr 
9610 L Street 
17202 Davenport St 
Ground Floor 
3027 Breard St 
P.O. Box 8228 
644 N. State 
620 North Saint Cloud St 
2907 Burnbrae Ln 
7712 Parkwood Plaza Dr 
23011 Moulton Pkwy Suite 1-6 
4001 Greenbriar Suite 100 
River Hills Mall 
12971 Research Blvd. 
21118 Bridge St 
3202 13th Ave S 
684 N Queens Ave 
105 Wartburg Ave 
Amiry Trade Center 
772 E. 9400 S. 
1520 E.Pima St 
4400 Sergeant Rd Suite 54 
6600 Murray St Suite 1 
Will Advise 
249 Cumberiand St 

Routes 11 &15 

Lewington's Rd 

SE-441 50 

Charter Ave 

46 Tai Tam Tuk Village 

1850 Adams St #404 

Shuwaikh Bank Street 
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St! Cloud Scheels 
Studio Marina SAS 
Summit Sports Inc 
Target Stores 
The Backyard Oasis 
The Brenmar Company, Inc 
Trinexus Aqua 
Trinity Sport 
Unipart Automotive Limited 
Utah Water Toys 
V & V Marine 
Vita Plate Battery 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Watermark Trading Australia 
WCDI, Inc. 
West Marine Products 
WM&K Enterprises Inc 

40 North Waite Avenue 
Di Rodio Evaristo & C 
330 Enterprise Court 
33 S. 6th St 

1 Cardiff Court 
8523 S. 117th St. 
Szabadkikoto ut 2 
Vorontzovo Polye St 

Park Wood House 
395 W 400 N 
6642 Baker Blvd 
304 Buckeye Blvd. 
702 S.W. 8th St 
Unit 6/1 Akuna Drive 
P.O. Box 527525 
P.O. Box 50011 
d/b/a Play it Again Sports 

Via T Tasso 7 

5/7 BIdg. 9 

Charter Ave 

PO Box 944 

J K 
file://C:\Documents and Settings\mschoem\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\0LK9... 7/14/2006 

file://C:/Documents


Page 1 of 3 

S&hoem, Marc J. 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Schoem, Marc J. 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 11:08 AM 

Michael J. Gidding 

Schoem, Marc J. 

Su bject: RE: Wego 

Mike, 

If you are able to get that poster approved it Is acceptable to CPSC. I like it better then what I 
sent you. 

It looks as if the return procedures were meant for distributors and retailers. What are 
consumers being told ? I assume the directions apply to consumers as well but do consumers 
return the cut pieces to the retailer where purchased? The distributor or directly to 
Sportsstuff??? 

Thanks 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - ceil 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 10:45 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Wego 

Good morning. Marc. I can answer two of your questions. A press release link is posted on 
the Sportsstuff home page and the entire text of the release comes up when you click on the 
link. In terms of what consumers are being asked to do, item 5 ofthe attached return policy 
that I fonwarded earlier tells what steps consumers should take to disable the kite tube to 
obtain replacement products. I'll fonward the other two points you made to the client so that it 
can respond accordingly. Also, attached is a draft ofthe poster we briefly discussed 
yesterday. I have not yet discussed this draft with the client, so please view it as an informal 
request for comment. Hope your day goes well. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

7/13/2006 J E 2 
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This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidcential, Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notifieil that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited, Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them t«o disk. Thank you. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. [mailto:MSchoem@cpsc.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 9:33 AM 
To: Nichael J. Gidding 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Wego 

Mike, 

Thanks for your assistance in assuring the release went out today. Now that we have a little more time I 
wanted to get back to you some of the outstanding issues. I know you are working on a poster and 
that's fine. 

1)1 wanted to be sure the firm will be putting our press release up on their website 

2) If there is a way for them to have consumers sign up on their website for the replacement so as to 
alleviate the burden and calls to the 800 number that should be considered. Detailed instructions could 
be placed on the website along with the Options for the consumer to choose the replacement of their 
choice. 

3) Along with the replacement, I haven't yet seen or heard from you what the consumer will be asked to 
return to assure that the recalled product can no longer be used. Please let me know what actions the 
consumer is being asked to take to retum the product (shipping costs, reimbursable?, time for the 
company to send out the replacement products, etc). 

4) As you know the firm should maintain a record of calls as well as names and addresses of 
consumers who avail themselves of the remedy. We will need to know how many products have been 
placed out of service as well as the number of replacement products sent out. 

Thanks again and keep me posted as events occur 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

* • * • * * * 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

J W 
7/13/2006 
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e-̂ mail ' (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consxamer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 
•k "k "k "k -k 
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WEGO KITE TUBE RETURN PROCEDURES 

1. Product must be retumed to the company it was purchased from. For retums to • 
distributors, contact the distributor for instructions before shipping. 

2. Every retum to Sportsstuff must have an RMA Number, call 1 -866-831 -5524 for 
RMA Ntunber. Returns received without an RMA will not receive credit. 

3. The first option that Sportsstuff wants to use is the consumer exchange the 
WEGO for similar valued products. Please ask consumers to contact Sportsstuff 
direct at 1-866-831-5524 for details. 

4. If the consumer insists on a refund, we ask the retailer to please comply wdth their 
request and request a credit through your distributor or direct with Sportsstuff, based 
upon where the goods were purchased, and following the procedures as outlined in 
this dociunent. 

FOR ALL RETURNS THAT THE CONSUIMER WILL NOT 
EXCHANGE GOODS FOR OR FOR PRODUCT THAT HAS NOT 

BEEN SOLD (still in display box), FOLLOW THESE PROCEDURES 

5. PRODUCT HAS BEEN USED 
Cut out BOTH inflation valves and surrounding PVC with item munbers intact. Cut 
out the waming patch on the cover, and cut off the aluminum tow connector. (See 
attached photos). All parts must be received to receive credit. Retum parts to the 
distributor following their instmctions. If goods were pvu*chased directly from 
Sportsstuff, contact Sportsstuff for an RMA before shipping. 

6. PRODUCT HAS NOT BEEN USED AND IS m UNOPENED DISPLAY BOX 
The product can be rehimed by the consumer to the retailer, the retailer to the 
distributor or Sportsstuff (based upon where it was purchased), or the distributor to 
Sportsstuff, following the guidelines above. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Every company needs to get an RMA from Sportsstuff 
customer service before retuming the WEGO or the cut out parts. Include this 
RMA with the retumed items. Failure to do so will result in no credit being 
given. 

J ? 0 
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News from CFSC 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs ' Washington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release 
July 13, 2006 
Release # 06-DRAFT7/12/06 4:00pm 

Firm's Recall Hotline: (866-831-5524) 
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
CPSC Media Contact: 
(301) 504-0580 Ext. 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after Reports of 

Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consiuner Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC), Sportsstuff, hic, of Omaha, Nebraska is volvmtarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite 

Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. 

Those injuries include a broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. 

Sportsstuff has received reports of two deaths in the United States and a variety of serious 

injuries. Sportsstuff has been imable to determine the cause of .the incidents. Nevertheless, the 

company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall out 

of an abvmdance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 1 Oft wide circular yellow inflatable watercraft 

designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airbome by pulling on 

handles attached to the floor ofthe tube. Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product 

valve. The floor ofthe tube has black caution waming stripes. The cover for the product bears a 

skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 

retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 

831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to leam how to obtain free 

replacement products. Consumers can also visit the firm's web site at vyww.sportsstuff.com for 

more information. 

http://vyww.sportsstuff.com


The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the pubhc from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and famihes from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this release and recall infonnation at CPSC's Web site at 
www,cpsc,gov. 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J, 

Sent: Thursday July 13, 2006 9:33 AM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Wego 

Mike, 

Thanks foryour assistance in assuring the release went out today. Now that we have a little more time I 
wanted to get back to you some of the outstanding issues. I know you are working on a poster and 
that's fine. 

1)1 v^anted to be sure the firm will be putting our press release up on their website 

2) If there is a way for them to have consumers sign up on their website for the replacement so as to 
alleviate the burden and calls to the 800 number that should be considered. Detailed instructions could 
be placed on the website along with the Options for the consumer to choose the replacement of their 
choice. 

3) Along with the replacement, I haven't yet seen or heard from you what the consumer will be asked to 
return to assure that the recalled product can no longer be used. Please let me know what actions the 
consumer is being asked to take to return the product (shipping costs, reimbursable?, time forthe 
company to send out the replacement products, etc). 

4) As you know the firm should maintain a record of calls as well as names and addresses of 
consumers who avail themselves ofthe remedy. We will need to know how many products have been 
placed out of service as well as the number of replacement products sent out. 

Thanks again and keep me posted as events occur 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of CompUance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/13/2006 J92 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 4:00 PM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Final- Draft 3 - Privileged and Confidential 

Attachments: CPSCDraftkitetube recall3.doc 

Mike, 

Per our conversation, attached is a revised release adding "out of an abundance of caution." 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 • cell 

7/12/2006 Jf-C 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:36 PM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J.; Mullan, John G. 

Subject: "Final Press Release" - Privileged and Confidential 

Sensitivity: Confidential 

Attachments: CPSCDraftkitetube recall2.doc 

Mike: 

I am starting the attached copy through clearance. Please let me know the firm agrees for issuance 
July 13,2006. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operafions 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 • cell 

7/12/2006 cJ?7 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 2:43 PM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

Mike, 

We have no Injuries with any other product. All injuries involve the Wego product. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 2:39 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

Marc, I expect to hear from the client shortly. Do we know how many of these injuries involved 
the Wego product? I notice that the description of the injuries refers generically to kite tubes. 
Talk with you soon. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or fte employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to fee intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received ttiis transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. [mailto:MSchoem@cpsc.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:18 AM 
To: Michael J. Gidding 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Below from Julie is what she would want in there about injuries. 

7/12/2006 
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Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:13 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

CPSC is also aware of ?? serious injuries associated with tube kiting. The injuries include a broken neck, 
chest and back injuries including fractures and facial injuries. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:04 AM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

, From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 11:03 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

From: Ingle, Robin L 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 incidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured limgs, broken ribs, injiu-ed spleens, broken hips, 
splintered/broken femurs, head injuries, neck injm-ies, broken teeth, facial frauma, loss of consciousness 

7/12/2006 
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in water, respiratory injiu-ies, severed aortas, bmised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bmising, internal bleeding, torn muscles, strained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerghg Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 j Phone 301.504,7333 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, nb cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www,cpsc,gov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2005 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. • 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/05. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 

7/12/2006 ^ ^ 
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301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

***** 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail {and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 
•k "k "k "k 'k 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Michael J. Gidding [MJG@brown-gidding.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 2:39 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

Marc, I expect to hear from the client shortly. Do we know how many of these injuries involved 
the Wego product? I notice that the description ofthe injuries refers generically to kite tubes. 
Talk with you soon. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esqune 
Brovra & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain infonnation that is privileged and 
confidential, Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to flie intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited, Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by teleplione at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. [mailto:MSchoem@cpsc.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:18 AM 
To: Michael J. Gidding 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Below from Julie is what she would want in there about injuries. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 11:13 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

CPSC is also aware of?? serious injuries associated with tube kiting. The injuries include a broken neck, 
chest and back injuries including fractures and facial injuries. 
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From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 11:04 AM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 11:03 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

From: Ingle, Robin L 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 inciderits associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured lungs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, 
splintered/broken femurs, head injuries, neck injvu-ies, broken teeth, facial frauma, loss of consciousness 
in water, respfratory injuries, severed aortas, bruised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bmising, intemal bleeding, tom muscles, sfrained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerghg Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 j Phone 301.504.7333 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2005 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

7/12/2006 
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Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2005 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2005 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L , 
Subject: RE: 7/05/05. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. ' 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

7/12/2006 

http://www.cpscgov
http://www.cpscgov
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web page : http: //www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

Fronn: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 1:50 PM 

To: Mclnerney, Stephen 

Subject: FW: Draft press release 

Attachments: Consumer letter final 07-11-06,doc; Dealerletter07-11-06.doc; Distributor letter final 07-11-
06,doc; press release draft client 07-11 -06.doc 

Print out each of the attachments and the email also please! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2005 5:37 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. ' 
Subject: Draft press release 

Hello again, Marc. Attached are the final distributor, dealer, and consumer letters. The 
latter remains unchanged, while the other two contain additional procedures that take 
into account the fact that some products may have been redistributed to retailers or 
other distributors. The basic safety message is unchanged in all of them. Please let me 
have your approval ASAP so they can send them out. 

Attached also is a draft press release that largely tracks the distributor and customer 
letters we already negotiated. The heading is a variation of one of the headings that 
Julie suggested. Please take a look and let me have any comments. 

The firm's new hotline number will be up and staffed tomorrow afternoon. Since all of 
the notice materials have the new hotline number, the client intends to send the 
distributor/retailer letters out tomorrow morning so that callers will be able to get 
through to the number. The client would also prefer that the press release issue 
tomorrow possible. 

I am working on the poster now and will send you a version after the client has had a 
chance to review what you sent and what I have been working on. 

Look forward to hearing from you. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 

7/13/2006 

mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com
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Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

7/13/2006 



NEWS from CPSC 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office oflnformation and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 12, 2006 CPSC Consumer Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #06- CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market 
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily 
recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received 43 complaints. Including 12 reports of 
injury and two reports that people have died while using these kite tubes. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff has withdrawn 
the kite tubes from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10 ft wide circular yellow inflatable 
watercraft designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube 
becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. Model 
53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has 
black caution warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and 
crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order 
catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 
2006 for about $500 to $600. 
Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff 
at (866) 831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to 
learn how to obtain free replacement products; Consumers can also visit the 
firm's web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

PICTURE OF PRODUCT 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consunner Product Safety Commission is charged 
with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 
15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property 
damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers ahd families from products that pose a fire, 
electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the 
safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries 
associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 
or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at wvw.cpsc.gov/talk.html. 
To join a CPSC email subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can 
obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

http://www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp
http://www.cpscgov


ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear : 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that 
persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous, In an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating 
with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes 
from the market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the 
possession of consumers with products of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all distributors and 
retailers who are currently In possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take 
the following steps: 

f 1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products: 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following 
address: 

11111 E CIRCLE 

OMAHA, NE 68137 

for a full credit; 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER AND ATTACHED LETTERS (A) AND 
(B) to any other distributor to whom you sold the products and confirm to 
Sportsstuff that you have done so; and 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTERS (A) and (B) to any 
retailers to whom you sold the products and confirm to Sportsstuff that you 
have done so; and 



(5) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER (B) to anv consumers to 
whom you have sold the kite tubes and confirm to Sportsstuff that you have 
done so. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the 
implementation of this action. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
Sportsstuff immediately at 1-866-831-5524. Thank you for helping us in this 
important safety matter. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 



IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "A") 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that persons have been 
seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To date, Sportsstuff has been 
unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While Sportsstuff does not believe that 
the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous, in an abundance of caution, 
Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to 
withdraw the kite tubes from the market and. to imdertake a voluntary recall to replace 
those in the possession of consumers with products of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all retailers who are ciurently in 
possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES ofthe products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY ofthe products to (a) the dishibutor the goods 
were purchased from; or (b) to Sportsstuff if the goods were purchased direct, to 
the following address: 

11111 E. Circle 
Omaha, NE 68137 

for a full credit, and 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER (B) TO ALL 
CONSUMERS to whom you have soldthe kite tubes. 

We are asking the consumer to contact us directly so we can replace the product with 
products of comparable value. In the event consumers contact you directly, please ask 
them to contact Sportsstuff If they insist upon a refiind, please comply and request a 
credit through yoiu- distributor or Sportsstuff, based upon where you purchased the 
product, following the procedures attached. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the implementation of 
this action. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Sportsstuff 
immediately at (866) 831-5524. Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. 
We regret any inconvenience this may have caused you. 

Sincerely Yours, 



ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "B") 

Dear : 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To date, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While 
Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the 
market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of 
consumers with products of comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-866-831-5524 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:55 PM 

To: 'mjg@brown-gidding.com' 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Sportsstuff 800 number 

Just to let you know, I called it a few minutes ago and it went to a voice mailbox for "Gordon." Toll free 
number needs to be operational before we can issue! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West HIgtiway, Suite 610 
Betiiesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 

mailto:'mjg@brown-gidding.com'
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:04 PM 

To: 'mjg@brown-gidding.com' 

Subject:: Draft Kite Tube Press Release 

Attachments: CPSCDraftkitetube recall1.doc 

Mike, 

Here is our draft! I need to hear back from you right away. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520 -phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 

mailto:'mjg@brown-gidding.com'
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NEWS from CPSC 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office oflnformation and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Jijly 12, 2006 
Release #06-

Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
CPSC Consumer Hotline: (800) 638-2772 

CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market 
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Irixooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily 
recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received 43 complaints, including 12 reports of 
injury and two reports that people have died while using these kite tubes. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unaJDle to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff has withdrawn 
tine kite tubes from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10 ft wide circular yellow Inflatable 
watercraft designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube 
becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. Model 
53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has 
black caution warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and 
crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order 
catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 
2006 for about $500 to $600. 
Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff 
at (866) 831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to 
learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can also visit the 
firm's web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged 
with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 
15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's Jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property 
damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, 
electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the 
safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries 
associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

, To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 
or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. 
To join a CPSC email subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclistasp. Consumers can 
obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/talk.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclistasp
http://www.cpscgov


Page 1 of 1 

Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday July 12, 2006 11:15 AM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Remedy 

Mike, 

Has the firm resolved what remedy to give consumers? What replacement products are available? We 
need to know. What if someone wants a refund? Will they give a refund? Can we include that 
information. I'm being pressed to be sure there is an option for either a refund or some type of credit. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Direcfor 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phorie 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 ^ J J 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:48 AM 

To: 'Michael J. Gidding' 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Sportsstuff Press Release - 7/12 

Mike, 

I am on my way to a Commission meeting. See below. It appears that Sportstuff issued a 
press release this morning? Can you please advise what this is all about? I thought we were 
working to issue a joint announcement on a recall. Please advise as soon as possible since 
the flood gates have now been opened and we are getting numerous media calls and need to 
respond immediately. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Direcfor 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Subject: Sportsstuff Press Release - 7/12 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Wego BCite Tube ' 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the 
Wego Kite Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products 
Safety Commission Advisory Warning with regard to these products. Sportsstuff, 
Inc. is fully investigating these incidents in cooperation with the CPSC. 

HOUSTON, TX (PRWEB) July 12,2006 ~ Sportsstuff, Inc. has been in the 
business of selling inflatable towable sporting goods for the past nineteen years 
and is committed to providing reasonably safe water sport products to its 
customers. The Wego Kite Tube was the wdnner ofthe 2006 Sporting Good 
Manufacturers Association Product ofthe Year Award and has been well-
received in the water sports market. 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the 
Wego Kite Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products 
Safety Commission Advisory Waming with regard to these products. 
Sportsstuff, Inc. is fully investigating these incidents in cooperation with the 
CPSC. 

It appears preliminarily that many, if not all, ofthe incidents brought to 
Sportsstuff's attention involved serious abuse ofthe product in direct 
contravention ofthe wamings and instructions provided with the product. 

7/13/2006 
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Each Wego Kite Tube is accompanied by an instructional DVD, user's manual 
and extensive warning labels on the product. The wamings printed on the tube 
state that the tow boat should never exceed the speed of 20 miles per hour when 
towing adults or 15 miles per hour when towing children. Media reports 
conceming these recent incidents state that the boats were towing the kite tube 
at speeds exceeding 30 miles per hour, a speed far in excess ofthe maximum 
towing speed indicated on the Wego Kite Tube. 

The Owners Manual specifically states that misuse or improper use ofthe Kite 
Tube could result in serious injiuy or death. Copies ofthe Wego Kite Tube 
Ovmers Manual are available online at Sportsstuff.com. 

As with any water sport, kite tubing is not without some risk of physical injury. 
Sportsstuff, Inc. believes that the Wego Kite Tube is a reasonably safe product 
if used responsibly and in compliEmce with the instructions and wamings that 
accompany this product. 

### 

7/13/2006 

http://Sportsstuff.com
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 1:23 PM 

To: 'Michael J. Gidding' 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Sportstuff Recall Poster 

Attacliments: kite tube posterdoc 

Mike, 

Here's a draft - we may need to add something about the hazard or instability or inability to 
control the kite due to wind gusts or something like that - if we don't add the hazard then we 
need to make sure the message Not to use the product is significant and distinct. Thanks 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suife 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6 9S5 - cell 

7/12/2006 



SAFETY RECALL NOTICE 
WEGO KITE TUBES 

Sportsstuff, Inc. is recalling all Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, some users ofthis 
product have been seriously injured or died while using these Kite Tubes. 

If you own the Wego Kite Tube, immediately stop using it and contact Sportstuff, Inc. at 

1-888-814-8833 

for instructions on how to obtain a replacement product. Under no circumstances should 
these products continued to be used because of the risk of serious injury or death. 
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In Cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Post until November 30, 2006 
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Schoem, 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Wferc J. 

Schoem, Marc J. 
Tuesday, July 11, 2006 7:04 PM 
'mjg@brown-gidding.com' 
Schoem, Marc J. 
Re: Press release 

Mike as we just discussed the letters are acceptable to go out. As we discussed the language in the 
letters while acceptable for the notification letters may not be appropriate for the press release 
targeted to media and consumers. The letters can be sent. 

********************* 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

—-Original Message--— 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
To: 'mjg@brown-gidding.com' <mjg@brown-gidding.com> 
CC: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Tue Jul 11 18:53:34 2006 
Subject: Re: Press release 

Mike. 

I and other staff are reviewing the press release. Troubling is the line in the press release while 
Sportstuff does not believe that the products are defective etc. Rather the firm should delete that 
line and just start out with IN THE ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION SPORTSTUFF HAS WITHDRAWN 
THW KITWE TUBES FROM THE MARKET ETC. 

The press release is not the vehicle for the firm to lay out its defense for any expected product liability 
claims. It has to be clear and concise with its message to media and consumers and not present any 
doubt as to whether the product is safe or not. While I have not objected to that language in your 
customer letters it would not be allowed in a press release. The factual statement is that it is being 
recalled and we don't want to lay blame either way. We have not made a PD and we agreed that we 
would not since the firm and CPSC want to get the recall announced now. Therefore its inappropriate 
to comment at all about it not being defective thereby raising questions about why the action is being 
taken or whether consumers really need to stop using the product. I am working to get the heading 
approved that the firm wants. I 
I will also need confirmation on the total number of products as well as the number of incidents, 
injuries and deaths. We are aware of a death in Canada so that would be 3. Has Health Canada 
been notified? If we don't include that death then we probably should modify it with an indication it 

mailto:'mjg@brown-gidding.com'
mailto:'mjg@brown-gidding.com'
mailto:mjg@brown-gidding.com


only applies to the U.S. 

Let me know whether we can move fonward without that line. As I get other comments I will email 
you. I'm working at home on this now. 

As far as the phone script the operator should remind consumers to stop use of the product and 
there should be no doubt about stopping use of the product! 

can be reached on my cell if you want to talk. 
********************* 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message— 
From: Michael J. Gidding <MJG@brown-gidding.com> 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Tue Jul 11 17:55:16 2006 
Subject: Press release 

Marc, here's a copy of the press release with a picture of the product. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, 
and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, 
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly 
prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-
mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments 
without reading or saving them to disk. Thank you. 

mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 11:06 AM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Your voice mail 

Please be sure to send me a copy of the final letters that are being sent to the distributor and 
consumer. Please let me know when it goes out since I owe some calls to several retailers who have 
called us about this product. With respect to the retailer letter that you indicated you are now drafting, 
you should also include a line indicating that a Recall Poster will be forthcoming and asking their 
cooperation in doing all they can do to retrieve units from consumers hands and displaying the poster 
when it is sent to them. 

I am having a recall poster drafted that I will send to you shortly. If you have the press release and can 
bring it with you or send it before the China meeting that would be great so I can give you feedback 
when you are here. Unfortunately I have a Commissioner Nord meeting right after the China meeting so 
I wont have time to go over anything with you while you are here. 

Thanks 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West HIgtiway, Suite 610 
Bettiesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-plione 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 / ' ¥21 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 5:53 PM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tubes 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office o f Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2005 5:19 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tubes 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Popular water sport "kite tube" recalled after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Sportsstuff Wego kite tubes pulled from the market after reports of two deaths and dozens of injuries 

Award winning Sportsstuff Wego kite tube grounded after reports of two deaths and serious injuries 

Because I don't know what the "hazard" is, I can't think of any headlines for the release. Right now all I have is the 
death and injury to go with. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2005 4:59 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Wego Kite Tubes 

Have you thought of a heading for the Kite Tube Press Release? Can you? Please? Maybe come up 
with some alternative headlines? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West HIgtiway, Suite 610 
Bettiesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-ptione 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/10/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Michael J. Gidding [MJG@brown-gidding.com] 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:08 PM 

To: . Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Draft distributor and consumer notice 

Attachments: Distributor letter draft rev client 07-10-06.doc; Consumer letter draft 07-10-06.doc; 
Addresses.xls.htm 

Hello again, Mark. Attached are the two letters I discussed. I've made the changes to 
the distributor letter to reflect the possibility that distributors may have resold some 
tubes to retailers. As I indicated in our prior conversations, Sportsstuff does not view 
this product withdrawal as any admission thatthe products involved are defective or 
present a substantial product hazard or unreasonable risk of injury. To accommodate 
the Commission, Sportsstuff has used the word "recall" in these communications in 
recognitioo that the Commission prefers to use that term to assure that actions such as 
this get sufficient attention. Please let me know if the letters are satisfactory. Also, 
attached is the complete customer list that you requested. 

Hope your evening goes well. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are hot the intended recipient, or the employee or s^ent responsible for delivering the messE^e to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by teleplione at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

7/13/2006 

mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com


ATFORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At present, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While it 
does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous 
when used according to the instructions that accompany them, in an abundance 
of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake a 
voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-800 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 
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From: Cordon Harting [gordonh@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Tliursday, June 29, 2006 3:54 PM 
To: Jinx Koranda (E-mail) 
Subject: Addresses.xls 

IVM BillName 
41st Street Scheels 
Al Boonn Marine 

Alan Petersen 

Ample Harvest International Co Ltd 
Appleton Scheels 
AquaFun Inc 
Backyard Oasis 
Bart's Water Sports 
Bass Pro, L.P. 
Bay Marine & Sportscenter 
Bell Industries 
Big Bear Sports Center 
Big Daddy D's 
Bilson's Sport Shop 
Boater's World 
Body Sculpture 
Byggplast & Batprylar Sverige AB 
Cabela's, Inc. 
Carol Christensen 
Chelsea's Boutique 
Coast Distribution 
College Square Scheels 
Crown Enterprises 
Dakota Square Scheels 
Den Bol Sport & Recreatie BV 
Des Moines Scheels 
Dick's Sporting Goods 
Diversified Marine 
Diversified Marine 
Diversified Marine 
Dolphin Marine Co 
Domeyer Implement 
Donovan Marine, Inc 
Dub's Sporting Goods 
Eau Claire Scheels 
Ellett Brothers 
Exceed Intn'l / Hot Products 
Freestyle 

Fun, Inc 
Gene Lockwoods Sportmart 
Hardware City 

Imidjex Ltd 

IVM BillAddress 
2101 W41stSt 
212 Al Ramool Showroom #7 
604 Peari St 

No 32-2 Wunsyue St 
Fox River Mall 
POBox 137 
1 Cardiff Court 
7581 E. 800 N. "~^ 
2500 E. Kearney 
PO Box 7880 
580 Yankee Doodle Rd. Ste 1200 
2618 King Ave W 
502 Hazelview Rd 
201 Lander Ave 
6711 Ritz Way 
PO Box 141 
Lovbacksvagen 4 
3200 Rd 101 
3055 S 46th Ave 
P.O. Box 29134 
P.O. Box 1449 
College Square Mall 
DBA: Sportsman & Ski Haus 
Minot Dakota Square 
Heerewaardensestraat 30 
Jordan Creek Town Center 
POBox 6700 
3528 Garfield Ave 
1914 S.Mateo St. 
3528 Garfield Ave 
66 Eltavv-eniate Smouha 
46950 100th St 
6316 Humphreys St 
1917 N. Broadwell 
4710 Golf Rd 
267 Columbia Ave 
8949 Kenamar Dr Ste 111 
475 Westfield Road 
254 S. River Ave. 
12101 W. Markham 
1060 S Riverside Dr 
Pribinova 32 

IVM BillAddr2 

United Arab Emirates 

4301 W. Wisconsin Ave 

P.O. Box 294 

Unit 44, Trevallyn Industrial Park 
SE-141 71 

^ 

6301 University Ave 
40 E. Idaho St 
2400 10th St SW 

101 74th St BIdg 4000 

Cnr 

V3S 
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Iowa City Scheels 
J. Osawa & Co., Ltd 
Joe's Sporting Goods 
Keller Marine 

Kellogg Marine Supply 

Ken Williams Marine Supplies 
Kimpex 

Kirkwood Scheels Sports 
Lake Elmo Sports 
Land N Sea Dist Inc Benrock Region 
Land 'N' Sea Distributing 
Lifestyle Sport 
Lincoln Scheels 
Links Unlimited Inc 
Little Chapel of the Flowers 
Lorenz & Jones Marine 
Marine Equipment & Supply Co 
Marine Worid, Inc. 
Mark Dowland Marine 
MC Sports 
Medart Marine 
Mills Fleet Farm 
Moorhead Downtown Scheels 
Morgan Recreational Supply 
Omaha Marine Center 
Omaha Scheels All Sports 
Oriental Wakeboard Group 
Outfitters, Ltd. 
Overton's Inc 
Parks Sportsman 
Pelican Leisure Sports Pa Inc. 
Platinum Direct Source LLC 
Pro Boating Supplies 
Resuco USA, Inc 
Retail Concepts Inc - DIP 
River Hills Scheels 
Sail & Ski #1 
Sav-On Drugs Inc 
Scheels - Fargo 
Seacoast Distributors LLC 
Seacoast Distributors LLC 
Seas and Deserts 
Ski-n-See 
SkyMall 
Southern Hill Scheels 
Southern Marine Supply 
Speed Marine 
Sports Imports 

1461 Coral Ridge Ave 
521 Kobo, Misato'shi 
33 E County Rd B 

P.O. Box 190 

5 Enterprise Dr 

R.M.B. 1550 Yarrawonga 
5355 Rue St-Roch 
802 Kirkwood Mall 

1121 E Cliff Rd 
6900 Alcoa Road 
3131 N Andrews Ave Ext 
N Fiskaregatan 16 
2960 Pine Lake Rd., Suite B 
1249 W 7th Street 
1717 Las Vegas Blvd S 
PO Box 1028 
1401 Metropolitan Ave 
601 E. First St 
Park Wood House 
3070 Shaffer Ave SE 
124 Manufacturers Dr 
P.O. Box 971 
505 Center Ave 
6013 Denny Dr 

9610 L Street 
17202 Davenport St 
Ground Floor 
3027 Breard St 
P.O. Box 8228 
644 N. State 
620 North Saint Cloud St 
2907 Burnbrae Ln 
7712 Parkwood Plaza Dr 
23011 Moulton Pkwy Suite 1-6 
4001 Greenbriar Suite 100 
River Hills Mall 
12971 Research Blvd. 
21118 Bridge St 
3202 13th Ave S 
684 N Queens Ave 
105 Wartburg Ave 
Amiry Trade Center 
772 E. 9400 S. . 
1520 E.Pima St 
4400 Sergeant Rd Suite 54 
6600 Murray St Suite 1 
Will Advise 
249 Cumberiand St 

Routes 11 &15 

Lewington's Rd 

SE-441 50 

Charter Ave 

46 Tai Tam Tuk Village 

1850 Adams St #404 

Shuwaikh Bank Street 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\smcinerney\Local Settings\Temporary Intemet Files\OL... 7/13/2006 
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Sf Cloud Scheels 
Studio Marina SAS 
Summit Sports Inc 

Target Stores 
The Backyard Oasis 

The Brenmar Company, Inc 
Trinexus Aqua 

Trinity Sport 

Unipart Automotive Limited 
Utah Water Toys 
V & V Marine 
Vita Plate Battery 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Watermark Trading Australia 
WCDI, Inc. 
West Marine Products 
WM&K Enterprises Inc 

40 North Waite Avenue 
Di Rodio Evaristo & C 
330 Enterprise Court 
33 S. 6th St 
1 Cardiff Court 

8523 S. 117th St. 

Szabadkikoto ut 2 
Vorontzovo Polye St 

Park Wood House 
395 W 400 N 
6642 Baker Blvd 
304 Buckeye Blvd. 
702 S.W. 8th St 
Unit 6/1 Akuna Drive 
P.O. Box 527525 
P.O. 60x50011 
d/b/a Play it Again Sports 

Via T Tasso 7 

' 

5/7 BIdg. 9 
Charter Ave 

PO Box 944 

y/^ 
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ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that 
persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At 
present, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While it does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous when used according to the instructions that accompany them, in an 
abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake 
a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products 
of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all distributors and 
retailers who are currently in possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take 
the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following 
address: 

for a full credit; 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER to any retailer or other distributor to 
whom you sold the products; and 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER to any consumers.to whom 
you have sold the kite tubes. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
Sportsstuff immediately at 1-888-814-8833. Thank you for helping us in this 
important safety matter. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 

^3y 



B & G 

BROWN & GIDDING, RC. 

July 14, 2006 ;^ 

VIA FACSIMILE AND ^ 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Confidential — Contains Trade Secret and 
Proprietary Informat ion 

Mr. Marc Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

T 

CA 060037 
Sportsstufff Inc. 

Wego Kite Tube and Kite Tube Pro 

Dear Mr. Schoem: 

. The purpose of this letter is to provide the full report pursuant to 
16 C.F.R. 1115 on behalf of Sportsstuff, Inc. ("Sportsstuff") that Ms. Topka 
requested on June 15, 2006. 

The fact that Sportsstuff is sharing information about this matter 
with the Consumer Product Safety Commission ("CPSC") staff is not an admission 
that the product presents a safety problem, nor is it an admission that any 
information with respect to the product must be reported to CPSC under the 
provisions of Section 15 of the Consumer Product Safety Act f CPSA"). 
Sportsstuff does not believe that the product contains a defect or that the 
potential problem described below rises to the level of a substantial hazard or an 
unreasonable risk, as those terms are used in Section 15. Nevertheless, the 
company is making this notification to assure that CPSC is informed fully about 
the kite tube matter and to advise the Commission of the actions Sportsstuff 
intends to take. 

As you know, in recent weeks, the company has received reports 
that persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At 
present, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 

ATTORNEYS A T LAW 3201 New Mexico Ave., N.W. • Suite 242 • Washington, D.C. 20016-2756 
Tel. (202) 237-6008 • Fax (202) 237-5259 ^ O 



Marc J. Schoem 
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They have, however, generated a great deal of adverse publicity about the 
products that have resulted in certain jurisdictions prohibiting or restricting their 
use. As a result, many of Sportsstuffs vendors have expressed reluctance to 
continue carrying the product, while many customers who already own them 
have effectively been deprived of the ability to use them. While it does not 
believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous when used 
according to the instructions that accompany them, in an abundance of caution, 
Sportsstuff has withdrawn the kite tubes from the market. In addition, 
Sportsstuff is undertaking a voluntary recall in cooperation with the Commission 
to replace kite tubes in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. 

Please note that, this correspondence and its enclosures 
sometimes use the word "recall" to characterize the product withdrawal that 
Sportsstuff has undertaken. Sportsstuff has used this noun in recognition that, 
even though the word does not appear in section 15 ofthe Consumer Product 
Safety Act, the Commission prefers to refer to all actions of this nature as 
"recalls" to assure that such actions get sufficient publicity and attention. Thus, 
Sportsstuff uses the term in this report and the accompanying materials solely to 
accommodate the Commission. As is noted above, the use ofthe term should 
not be construed to mean that Sportsstuff in any way admits or concedes that the 
kite tubes are defective or unreasonably dangerous. 

Finally, please note that, while the report includes Kite Pro Kite 
Tubes, Sportsstuff only imported 570 units ofthis item, 50 of which are still in 
transit from China to Sportsstuff. Five hundred twenty (520) units have been 
returned to Sportsstuff from the vendor to whom they were sold. Hence, the 
informational materials enclosed with the report only reference the Wego Kite 
Tube. 

The following is the information requested by Ms. Topka: 

(1) The name, address, telephone and fax number, and t i t le o f t he 
person submit t ing the "ful l repor t " information to the Commission. 

Michael J. Gidding 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 242 
Washington, D.C. 20016-2756 
(202)237-5267 
Fax: (202) 237-5259 
E-mail: miq@brown-qiddinq.com 

mailto:miq@brown-qiddinq.com
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(2) The name and address of the manufacturer (or importer) o f the 
product and the address ofthe manufacturing plants for each product 
brand and series/model manufactured. 

Importer: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

Manufacturers: 

Kite Pro Model # 53-5000 

Yun Fan Plastic Manufactory 
Shui Lian Shan, Nan Cheng, 
Dong Guan City, Guang Dong Province, China 

Kite Pro Model # 53-5010 

Zhongshan Pleasure Time Plastic Ind. 
Da You Industrial Area, Fu Shan Town 
Zhongshan City, Guang Dong, China 

(3) An identification and description of the product(s). Give retail 
prices, brand name, series/model numbers, serial numbers, and date 
codes, along with the informatioh to decipher the date codes. Describe 
any identifying marks and their location on the product. Provide a 
picture or sample of the product. 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube (Model 53-5000) 
Suggested Retail Price - $599.00; Recommended Minimum 
Advertised Pricing - $499.00 
Product Description: 10 ft diameter towable watercraft with two 
PVC inflation chambers, a full nylon cover, a 3-section tow rope 
with 45, 10, and 10 ft lengths, and a detachable starting leash rope 
with foam flotation balls. 

Sportsstuff Kite Pro (Model #53-5010) 
Suggested Retail - $499.00 
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Product Description: 10 ft diameter towable watercraft with two 
inflation chambers, full PVC tarpaulin construction, 1 removable 
PVC bladder, a 3 section tow rope with 45, 10, and 10 ft lengths, 
and a detachable starting leash rope with foam flotation balls. 

The Wego Kite and Kite Pro Tube model numbers are printed on 
the insides of the tubes in proximity to the product valve. The warning patches 
on the covers for the products also reflect the model number. Distinguishing 
marks include Skull and crossbones on the covers. The covers contain the 
following: "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." The units also feature 
caution warning stripes. A picture of the Wego Kite Tube is enclosed as Tab 1. 

(4) A description of the nature of the defect, failure to comply or risk. 
I f copies of technical drawings, test results, schematics, diagrams, 
blueprints or other graphic depictions of the product are available, 
attach copies. 

Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous. 

(5) The nature of the injury or possible injury associated with the 
product defect, failure to comply or risk. 

While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective 
or unreasonably dangerous when used as instructed, it has received reports of 
serious injuries and deaths during use of the kite tubes. 

(6) The manner in which and the date when the information about 
the defect or risk (e.g., complaints, reported injuries quality control 
testing) was obtained. I f any complaints related to the safety ofthe 
product or any allegations or reports of injuries associated with the 
product have been received, copies of such complaints or reports (or a 
summary thereof) shall be attached. Give a chronological account of 
facts or events leading to the report under section 15(b) of the CPSA 
beginning with receipt of the first information, which ultimately led to 
the report. Also included may be an analysis o f these facts or events. 

Sportsstuff has received a total of 43 complaints, including 12 
reports that persons have been injured and two reports that people have died 
while using these kite tubes. Copies of complaints are enclosed as Tab 3. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
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although it believes, based on media reports, that many, if not all, of the 
incidents may be related to the failure of consumers and boat drivers to follow 
the written and video instructions (Tab 2) that accompany each kite tube. 

Sportsstuff first learned of allegations of the occurrence of an injury 
associated with the use of a kite tube on May 2, 2006. The company became 
aware of two deaths on May 2 and May 30, 2006 respectively. Sportsstuff 
received suit papers in Freeland vs. Sportsstuff, a wrongful death action, on June 
6, 2006. A copy of the complaint is Attachment 7 to Commission Epidemiological 
Report 060612HCC3582 

(7) The total number of products and units involved. 

The total number of products distributed to date is 19,204. 

(8) The dates when products and units were manufactured, 
imported, distributed and sold at retail. 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes were manufactured and sold from 
approximately October 1, 2005 to the present time. 

Kite Pro Kite Tubes were manufactured from May 2005 through 
June 10, 2005. None have been sold to consumers. 

(9) The number of products and units in the possession of each of 
the following: the manufacturer or importer; private labelers; 
distributors; retailers; and consumers. 

There are presently 7,730 pieces in possession of the Chinese 
manufacturer, 3,200 on the water and 2,842 in Sportsstuffs inventory. 

Sportsstuff has distributed a total of approximately 18,684 Wego 
Kite Tubes. It does not know how many are in possession of distributors, 
retailers and consumers. 

Sportstuff also distributed 520 Kite Pro Tubes to Sam's Club. Sam's 
Club, the sole vendor for this item, has returned all 520 products it received. 
Hence, none of the Kite Pro Tubes are in the hands of distributors, retailers or 
consumers. 
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(10) An explanation of any changes (e.g., designs, adjustments and 
additional parts, quality control, testing) that have been or wi l l be 
effected to correct the defect, failure to comply or risk, and of any 
other steps that ha ve been taken to prevent similar occurrences in the 
future, together with the timetable for implementing such changes and 
steps. 

Sportsstuff has withdrawn both the Wego Kite Tube and the Kite 
Pro Tubes from the market. Because of adverse publicity about the products and 
prohibitions or restrictions on their use in several jurisdictions, it is questionable 
whether a market for the items will continue to exist. 

11) Information that has been or wil l be given to purchasers, 
including consumers about the defect or risk, with a description of how 
this information has been or wil l be communicated. Please include 
copies or drafts o f any letters, press releases, warning labels or other 
written information that has been or wil l be given to purchasers, 
including consumers 

Enclosed at Tab 4 are the press release and poster announcing 
Sportsstuffs intention to provide consumers with replacement products of 
comparable value to the Wego Kite Tubes. Sportsstuff understands that the 
Commission is considering whether additional notice may be appropriate to 
adequately alert the public to the availability ofthis option. 

(12) The details o f and schedule for any contemplated refund, 
replacement, or repair actions, including plans for disposing of 
returned products (e.g., repair, destroy, return to foreign 
manufacturer.) 

On July 7, 2005, Sportsstuff stopped shipment of the products to 
its customers. On July 12, it notified its customers (Tab 5) to stop sale of the 
products and to return them to Sportsstuff for a credit. To the extent it is 
financially able to do so, Sportsstuff intends to offer consumers who contact it 
with replacement products of comparable value to the Wego Kite Tube. 

(13) A detailed explanation and description of the marketing and 
distribution of the product from the manufacturer (including any 
importer) to the consumer (e.g., use of sales representatives, 
independent contractors and/or jobbers; installation of the product, i f 
any, and by whom). 



Marc J. Schoem 
July 14, 2006 
Page 7 

Sportsstuff marketed the product through marine distributors, mail 
order catalogs and various retailers domestic and abroad. 

(14) Upon request, the names and addresses of al l distributors, 
retailers and purchasers, including consumers. 

Sportsstuff e-mailed the distributor list to Marc Schoem on July 10. 
Other than a small number of people who submitted warranty cards, Sportsstuff 
does not know the identities of consumers who purchased the kite tubes. 
Warranty card submitters will receive direct mail notice ofthe proposed recall. 
Also, please note that, while Target is listed as a retailer, it sold a total of 13 kite 
tubes, all through internet sales and none at retail stores. All 13 customers will 
receive direct notice from Target. 

(15) In addition to providing the information above, please also 
submit the following information: 

(a) Regarding question 6, include copies of al l consumer or 
dealer complaints, including electronic records, warranty claims, 
and reports of injury related to the product being investigated. 
Include copies of al l court complaints and related documents for 
lawsuits involving the products and the resolution of those 
lawsuits. 

I f copies of consumer complaints and other documents requested 
above are not available, indicate the reasons they are not 
available and provide a summary containing the names, 
addresses and telephone numbers ofthe consumers or ofthe 
plaintiffs' attorneys. 

See Tabs 3 and 4. 

(b) I f the company also distributes the product to countries 
outside the United States, please provide a list o f those countries 
and the number of products shipped to each. 

See list enclosed at Tab 6. 
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(c) Copies of al l test reports, analyses, evaluations and 
premarket tests related to the subject product and problem. 

See Tab 7. Please note that the written test results reflect tests on 
a number of different products and prototypes. 

(d) Copies of al l engineering drawings, engineering change 
notices and material specifications related to the subject problem 

Sportsstuff does not have formal engineering drawings. It does 
have handwritten sketches of various inflatable designs, but those 
sketches have little bearing on the matter that is the subject of this 
report. 

(e) Pro vide a list of distributors and retailers to whom the firm 
distributed the product. 

See response to question 14. 

(f) Provide the country or origin ofthe product. 

China 

Sportsstuff requests that this letter and the information contained 
in it be withheld from public disclosure under the authorities granted to the CPSC 
in Section 6 ofthe CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2055; the Trade Secrets Act, 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1905 and the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If any request is 
made for this information, please notify me immediately. 

Sincerely yours. 

Michael J. Gidding 

Enclosures 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Mullan, John G. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 4:16 PM 

To: Nord, Nancy A.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Adair, Patricia K.; Dodd, Quin D.; Semple, Patricia M. 

Subject: RE: Tube Kites 

Thank you. Commissioner. You are quite right that there were many people Involved, particularly in the field, 
where we did a large number of IDl's. We appreciate your kind words, which will be conveyed to the full team. 
Gib 

From: Nord, Nancy A. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 11:03 AM 
To: Mullan, John G.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Adair, Patricia K.; Dodd, Quin D.; Semple, Patricia M. 
Subject: Tube Kites 

Gib and Marc, Thank you so much for the hard work by the compliance team on the tube kite matter The 
problem was discovered, investigated and the product recall negotiations concluded in both an efficient and 
effective manner I know that "a number of people on the compliance staff were involved in this issue. Would you 
please let them know how very appreciative I am of the hard work and professionalism that went Into the 
resolution of this matter. 

Nancy Nord 

7/14/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 11:48 AM 

To: Ault, Eric B.; Kohen, Beverly J.; Nava, Frank J.; Ross, Robin M.; Vallese, Julie M.; Wolfson, Scott 
J.; 'Kelly, J.R.' 

Cc: Stern, Richard L.; Beatty, Denise P; Smith, Judy H.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Mullan, 
John G. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Website Registration and Poster 

FYI, 

Sportsstuff has now added the Recall Poster to its website so Investigators can download it and give it 
to stores if the store does not have the poster (or the store itself can download it and post it). 

The firm has also put a consumer registration form on its website so consumers can go directly to the 
website (avoiding the 800 number) and find out how to return pieces of the kite tube and register to 
receive the replacement products being offered. Use ofthe firm's website is much easier then trying to 
get through on the 800 number 

www.sportsstuffcom 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East west HIgtiway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/14/2006 
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WEGO KITE TUBE REPLACEMENT REQUEST 
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative wili contact you with an RMA number. 

Please use the form on this page to request your replacement product{s). Before we ship your chosen replacements, you must send us 

Please completely flii out the form and press the SUBMIT button 
when you're finished. *ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED 

Date Purchased: | Month (2 : / Day QJl 'Yesr [ 2 

Product condii:ion: 

Store where product was 
purchased: 

First and lastname; 

Street address: 

...' USE-D/HAS BEEN INFLATED 

'.....' NEW/NEVER INFLATED 

City: 

State/Province: 
<Select> 

Zip: 

Country; < S e l e C t > 

E-mail address; yourmail@serviceprovidercom 

Area code + phone number: j / j 

Please choose one (!) desired 
replacement option: 

[ CLEAR FORM j 

Option A - Sumo, Patriot Single, Mega Bowi more info 

Option B - Mable, Acrobat Solo, Liberty Duo more info 

Option C - Wet N Wild Flyer, Super Mable more Info 

Option D - Sumo, Patriot Triple more info 

Option E - Thrill Zone more info 

Thanl< You SUBMIT 

Wego Return Procedure: 

Click here if your kite tube Is new or unusi 
I f y o u r W e g o K i te t u b e has been used 
f o l l o w i n g s teps : 
PLEASE CUT OFF THE FOLLOWING PARTS 
SPORTSSTUFF: 
1. CUT OFF THE ALUMINUM TOW CONNEC 
2. USING SCISSORS, CAREFULLY CUT OU' 
WEGO COVER. IT IS NECESSARY THAT YC 
COVER TO RETURN THE WARNING PATCH 
WrrH THE ITEM NUMBER 53-5000 PRINTE 
3. PLEASE LOCATE THE VALVES ON EACH 
EACH VALVE LEAVING A 1 INCH RADIUS / 
RADIUS THERE SHOULD BE AN ITEM NUM 
NUMBER INTACT SO THAT WE CAN IDENT 
US . 
4. PLACE ALL OF THESE PARTS INTO A Sli 
AGAIN WE MUST HAVE ALL PARTS BACK I 

AGAIN, THE PARTS TO RETURN ARE: 

O 1 ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR, 

ED 1 WARNING PATCH CONTAINING THE 

ED 2 VALVES FROM THE INNERTUBES W 

5. PLEASE WRITE THE RMA NUMBER THAI 
REQUEST ON THE OUTSIDE OFTHE MAILE 
IMPORTANT. W I T H O U T I T YOUR RETIJ 
BE PROCESSED. PLEASE PRINT THE ENT 
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR RETURN! 

We MUST have all of these parts returned 
product. Please send envelope to : 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
,11213 E. Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
ATTN: RMA # 

I f y o u r W e g o is b rand n e w , s t i l l i n i t ' s 
o p e n e d , or opened b u t never i n f l a ted 
t i o w t o r e t u r n t h e c o m p l e t e u n i t t o us: 
1. Be sure to securely close your Wego ba 
Inside the box if you had previously opene 
2. Remove any shipping labels that were f 
3. Write the RMA number that you receive 
the carton. 
4. Please also write the name of the perso 
on the outside o f t he carton, along with th 
5. Please return the Wego Unit to : 

Sportsstuff Inc. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/customercare/wegoexchange/replacement/index.shtml 7/14/2006 
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11213 E circle 
Suite A 
Omaha NE 68137 
Attn: RMA # 

6. You should use UPS Ground Service to i 
ground freight to our UPS account. Sports 
account number when your request is recc 
7. Once we have received your Wego retu 
exchange product via UPS Ground service. 

BBIQSEBI 
Quick Product Find •cliCS 

Privacy Policy j Contact Us | WSIA ResDonslbiiity Code 
© Copyright 2006 Sportsstuff® Inc. 

http ://www. sportsstuff. com/customercare/wegoexchange/replacement/index. shtml 7/14/2006 
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WEGO KITE TUBE REPLACEMENT REQUEST 
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number. 

Please use the form on this page to request your replacement product(s). Before we ship your chosen replacements, you must send us 

Please completely till out the form and press the SUBMIT button 
when you're finished. 'ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED 

Date Purchased: I M o n t h j _ j | / D a y 

'-..J USED/HAS BEEN INFLATED 
Product condition: 

Store where product was 
purchased: 

First and last name; 

..,' NEW/mVm INFLATED 

Street address: 

City: 

State/Province: 
<Select> 

Zip; 

Country: < S e l e C t > 

E-mail address: yourmail@serviceprovider.eom 

Aiea code + phone number: j , 

Please choose one (1) desired 
replacement option; 

[ CLEAR FORM ] 

,...•' Option A - Sumo, Patriot Single, Mega Bowl more Info 

Option B - Mable, Acrobat Solo, Liberty Duo more info 

Option C - Wet N Wild Flyer, Super Mable more Info 

Option D - Sumo, Patriot Triple more info 

Option E - Thrill Zone more info 

S U B M I T j Thank YOU 

Wego Return Procedure: 

Click here if your kite tube Is new or unusi 
I f y o u r W e g o K i te Tube has been used 
f o l l o w i n g s teps : 
PLEASE CUT OFF THE FOLLOWING PARTS 
SPORTSSTUFF: 
1. CUT OFF THE ALUMINUM TOW CONNEC 
2. USING SCISSORS, CAREFULLY CUT OU' 
WEGO COVER. IT IS NECESSARY THAT YC 
COVER TO RETURN THE WARNING PATCH 
WITH THE ITEM NUMBER 53-5000 PRINTE 
3. PLEASE LOCATE THE VALVES ON EACH 
EACH VALVE LEAVING A 1 INCH RADIUS / 
RADIUS THERE SHOULD BE AN ITEM NUM 
NUMBER INTACT SO THAT WE CAN IDENT 
U S . 
4. PLACE ALL OF THESE PARTS INTO A Sll 
AGAIN WE MUST HAVE ALL PARTS BACK I 

AGAIN, THE PARTS TO RETURN ARE: 

EH 1 ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR, 

E ] 1 WARNING PATCH CONTAINING THE 

IZ l 2 VALVES FROM THE INNERTUBES W 

5. PLEASE WRITE THE RMA NUMBER THAI 
REQUEST ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE MAILE 
IMPORTANT. W I T H O U T I T YOUR RETU 
BE PROCESSED. PLEASE PRINT THE ENT 
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR RETURN; 

We MUST have all of these parts returned 
product. Please send envelope to : 

Sportsstuff Inc, 
11213 E. Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
ATTN: RMA # 

I f y o u r W e g o is b rand n e w , s t i l l i n i t ' s 
o p e n e d , o r opened b u t never i n f l a ted 
h o w t o r e t u r n t h e comp le te u n i t t o us: 
1. Be sure to securely close your Wego ba 
inside the box if you had previously opene 
2. Remove any shipping labels that were f 
3. Write the RMA number that you receive 
the carton. 
4. Please also write the name o f t he perso 
on the outside o f t h e carton, along with th 
5. Please return the Wego Unit to : 

Sportsstuff Inc. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/customercare/wegoexchange/replacement/index.shtml 7/14/2006 
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11213 E Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha NE 68137 
Attn: RMA # 

6. You should use UPS Ground Service to i 
ground freight to our UPS account. Sports 
account number when your request is rect 
7. Once we have received your Wego retu 
exchange product via UPS Ground service. 

BgnSSBSB 
Quick Product Find l l c l i l 

Privacy Policy j Contact Us | WSIA Responsibility Code 
© Copyright 2006 Sportsstuff® Inc. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/customercare/wegoexchange/replacement/index.shtml 7/14/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 11:53 AM 

To: mjg@brown-gidding.com 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: wego kite tube 

Mike, 

Heres a consumer who is looking for a refund. Can you have the firm work with him please. 
Thanks 

A4arc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Section 15 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:27 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: wego kite tube 

Marc, 

Do you want to follow up with the consumer/firm on this one? 

Richard 

Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax:301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

From: Brent Phillips [mailto:hmbeef98@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 5:37 PM 
To: Section 15 
Subject: wego kite tube 

To whom it may concem, 
I purchased a Wego Kite Tube back in May of 2006. With this current recall ofthis item I called the 
manufacture. I was trying to just get reimbursed for the tube. The manufacture states they will only 
give me a voucher for there item, when I do not want any other item from them. If this item is being 
recalled by the manufacture, the people who purchased the product should have a choice ofa cash 
reimbursement. I would like information on why this company does not have to give me what I paided 
for their product. I do not thiiik this should go through the store we bought it from because they are not 

7/15/2006 ^2Y 
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the ones that recalled it. 

Brent Phillips 
805-822-8989 

Sneak preview the all-new Yahoo.com. It's not radically different. Just radically better. 

7/15/2006 

http://Yahoo.com
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Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2005 12:16 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: European Union contact 

Hello again. Marc. Sportsstuff has received an inquiry from a vendor in the UK about 
the recall. Do you have a UK/EU governmental contact to whom it can send the press 
release? Thanks fo ryou r help. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

7/14/2006 ^ 5 " ^ 
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Schoerr , Marc J . 

From: Chesnut, Rob [robc@ebay.com] 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 12:16 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Cohn, Murray S.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: RE: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

Thanks for the note, Marc, I'll get this information to Jack Christin...we can add this item to our systems and be on 
the look out for it, we certainly don't want this sort of thing on eBay. Rob 

From: Schoem, Marc J. [mailto:MSchoem@cpsc.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 7:25 AM 
To: Chesnut, Rob 
Cc: Cohn, Murray S.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

Hi Rob, 

My Webmaster (Murray Cohn), who usually deals with Joseph Sullivan and Jack Christian on CPSC 
issues is out ofthe office today. Since I don't have their Ebay email addresses I thought I would make 
my request directly to you. Yesterday, we announced a recall ofthe Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube. I've 
linked the release below. Because of the serious nature of the hazard and the significant injuries and 
two deaths that have occurred the product should not be used and is recalled. I am concerned that this 
product will find its way on Ebay and request that you take whatever steps you can to prevent its resale 
on Ebay. 

Please let me know what steps you are able to take in this regard. I appreciate your continued 
assistance 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

A4arc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Unless otherwise s tated, any views or opinions expressed in th is 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

7/14/2006 
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not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automaticaXly via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp <" 

Page 2 of2 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 12:36 PM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: European Union contact 

Mike, 

Some of my contacts at the UK have recently retired. Try the two listed below. They may want to start 
with the EU (Erik Hansson) and he can give them a better contact m UK and advise what EU 
requirements they may have. Hope this helps. 

DG Health & Consumer Protection 

Mr. Erik Hansson 
Wetstraat/Rue de la Loi 200 Office: B232 6/4 Rue Belliard 232, 
B-1049 Brussels B-1040 Brussels 
BELGIUM 
Tel: ++ 32-2-299 48 74 
Fax: ++32-2-299 18 58 
E-mail: Erik.Hansson@,cec.eu.int 

Mr. Enrique Esteller 
Wetstraat/Rue de la Loi 200 Office: Rue Belliard 232, 
B-1049 Brussels B-1040 Brussels 
BELGIUM 
Tel: 
Fax: +32-2-299-1858 
E-mail: Enrique.Esteller(g),cec.eu.int 

UNITED KINGDOM PROSAFE CONTACTS 

Ms. Alison Edwards 
Policy Officer 
LACORS 
10 Albert Embankment 
London, SEI 7SP 
ENGLAND, UK 
Tel: 020 7840 7203 020 7840 7211 
Fax: 020 7735 9977 020 7735 9977 
E-mail: Alison.Edwards@,lacors. gov.uk 
Homepages wvyw.lacors.gov.uk 

Mr. Ron Gainsford 

7/14/2006 
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Chief Executive 
Trading Standards Institute 
4/5 Hadleigh Business Centre, 
351 London Road, 
Hadleigh, Essex SS7 2BT 
ENGLAND, UK 
Tel: ++44 870 872 9002 
Fax: ++44 870 872 9025 
E-mail: rong@,tsi.org.uk 
Homepage: yyww. tradingstandards. gov.uk 

7/14/2006 
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Mr. David Momington or Ms. Pat Sellers 
Assistant Director CCP Director CCPI 
Department of Trade and Industry 
1 Victoria Street 
London SWIH OET 
ENGLAND, UK 
Tel: ++44 207 215 0364 ++44 207 215 0355 
Fax: ++44 207 215 0357 
E-mail: david.momington(a),dti. gsi. gov.uk 
Homepage: http ://vyvŝ w.dti. gov.uk/cacp/ca 

7/14/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:49 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Stern, Richard L. 

Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Importance: High 

Here is what I have. I have Robin Ingle verifying this but i don't know if she will be able to get back to me this 
morning. See her count listed below and my email below outlining types of injuries. We have two fatalities (TX, 
Wl) there is an unrelated hazard fatality in CA. Outside the US: one death and one injury we are aware of in 
Canada and one injury in the Bahamas but have not verified those incidents outside the US. I think I got most of 
the confirmed types of injuries we are seeing but I would not rely on just my word as I may have missed 
something and Robin would be a checker of my information. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC ^ 
301-504-7594 J7 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2005 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

7/12/2006 /j/2 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 1:23 PM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: Poster 

CPSC finds the recall poster to be adequate and should be sent to customers as soon as 
possible. I appreciate the firm's continued cooperation in an effort to publicize this recall. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 1:19 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Poster 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended redpient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received fliis transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy flie original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

From: Michael J. Gidding 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 12:33 PM 
To: "Schoem, Marc J.' 
Subject: Poster 

Hello, Marc. The client has approved the poster (copy attached) that I sent you 
yesterday. Please confirm that it is satisfactory (for my records) and I'll have the client 
start sending it out. Also, I've talked with the client about developing an internet on-line 
registration form and a short description of what consumers have to do to take 

7/13/2006 ^ ^ J 
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advantage of the replacement program. They are starting work on that. I'll let you know 
about the progress of this initiative. Hope your day continues to go well. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended forthe use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

7/13/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 1:24 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, Belinda V.; Stern, Richard L.; Mullan, John G. 

Cc: Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Poster 
Attachments: Poster draft 07-11 -06.doc 

FYI 

Here is the recall poster. The firm developed their own rather then use our suggested poster. I 
approved its use and they hope to begin transmitting them today to retailers. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2005 1:19 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Poster 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended forthe use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or die employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

From: Michael J. Gidding 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 12:33 PM 
To: 'Schoem, Marc J.' 
Subject: Poster 

Hello, Marc. The client has approved the poster (copy attached) that I sent you 

7/13/2006 ^ ^ 
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yesterday. Please confirm that it is satisfactory (for my records) and I'll have the client 
start sending it out. Also, I've talked with the client about developing an internet on-line 
registration form and a short description of what consumers have to do to take 
advantage of the replacement program. They are starting work on that. I'll let you know 
about the progress of this initiative. Hope your day continues to go well. Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is stricdy prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

7/13/2006 
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l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Tyler Tischer 

3 .STREET ADDRESS 
lOSugarbush Lane 

4a .EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 
(320)815-7926 

4 . C I T Y 
Alexandria 

4b . INCIDENT CITY 
Alexandria 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
MN 

ST 
MN 

Reg ion: WESTERN 

ZIPCODE 
56308 

ZIPCODE 
56308 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

06/27/2006 

. I F INJURY OR NEAR MISS , 
AGE/SEX 17 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
10'kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube 

l l .MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR 
Sporttsuff Wego Kite Tube 
unknown 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 

. & PHONE 

ISSUE 41 

07/14/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# 53-5000 DOM unknown 

13 .DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Stubs Marine 
unknown 
Alexandria, MN 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/27/2006 AGE 1 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
I F SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU- PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
maybe 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

20.DATE RECEIVED 
07/13/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23 .F0LL0W-UP ACTION 

25 .DISTRIBUTION 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670111A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26.ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
myg 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670111A 
Narrative Continued 

180 lb., 6'1 tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat at no more than 20 miles per hour, when a gust of 
wind lifted the kite tube approximately 45 to 50' up in the air, 
and turning the kite tube to its side. Consumer was "shot dovm" 
into the water. Consumer experienced temporary loss of breath 
and began bleeding from his mouth and nose. Consumer rested on 
boat to regain breath while in severe pain. Consumer returned 
back home. 

The following day, consumer visited Douglas County Clinic where ER 
staff performed a CT scan and an x-ray. Physician, Dr. 
Dittburner, reviewed the CT scan and x-ray and determined 
consumer sustained a partially collapsed and punctured lung with 
a bleb of air that was squeezed out. Physician scheduled 
consumer f follow-up CT scan and advised consumer to stay off his 
feet. Consumer was discharged same day. 

06/29/2006 Consumer suddenly started coughing up blood. 

06/29/2006 Consumer visited ER at Douglas County Hospital where ER 
physician, Dr. Begheler, reviewed CT scan, performed by ER staff, 
where he determined consumer experienced increased air around 
lung and a lot of internal bruising. Consumer was given 
medication by IV. Physician explained that if the air does not 
subside, they will need to have it surgically removed. Consumer 
was discharged same day. ^ 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 10:25 AM 

To: robc@ebay.com 

Cc: Cohn, Murray S.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

T r a c k i n g : Recipient Read 

robc@ebay.com 

Cohn, Murray S. 

Vallese, Julie M. Read: 7/14/2006 10:26 AM 

Blasius, Dennis R. 

Hi Rob, 

My Webmaster (Murray Cohn), who usually deals with Joseph Sullivan and Jack Christian on CPSC 
issues is out of the office today. Since I don't have their Ebay email addresses I thought I would make 
my request directly to you. Yesterday, we announced a recall ofthe Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube. I've 
linked the release below. Because of the serious nature of the hazard and the significant injuries and 
hrt/o deaths that have occurred the product should not be used and is recalled. I am concerned that this 
product will find its way on Ebay and request that you take whatever steps you can to prevent its resale 
on Ebay. 

Please let me know what steps you are able to take in this regard, 
assistance 

appreciate your continued 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West HIgtiway, Suite i10 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-ptione 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/14/2006 

mailto:robc@ebay.com
mailto:robc@ebay.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 10:33 AM 

To: 'Miller, Michael'; 'edwins@amazon.com' 

Cc: ' Cumberland, Catherine A; Blasius, Dennis R.; Vallese, Julie M. 

Subject: FW: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

Sensitivity: Confidential 

Hi Michael: 

Yesterday, we announced a recall ofthe Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube. I've linked the release below. 
Because of the serious nature of the hazard and the significant injuries and two deaths that have 
occurred the product should not be used and is recalled. I am concerned that this product will find its 
way on Amazon and request that you take whatever steps you can to prevent its resale on your 
website. 

Please let me know what steps you are able to take in this regard. I appreciate your continued 
assistance 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/14/2006 

mailto:'edwins@amazon.com'
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 10:25 AM 

To: robc@ebay.com 

Cc: Cohn, Murray S.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

Hi Rob, 

My Webmaster (Murray Cohn), who usually deals with Joseph Sullivan and Jack Christian on CPSC 
issues is out of the office today. Since I don't have their Ebay email addresses I thought I would make 
my request directly to you. Yesterday, we announced a recall ofthe Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube. I've 
linked the release below. Because of the serious nature of the hazard and the significant injuries and 
tiNO deaths that have occurred the product should not be used and is recalled. I am concerned that this 
product will find its way on Ebay and request that you take whatever steps you can to prevent its resale 
on Ebay. 

Please let me know what steps you are able to take in this regard. I appreciate your continued 
assistance 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/14/2006 

mailto:robc@ebay.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 10:25 AM 

To: robc@ebay.com 

Cc: Cohn, Murray S.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

Hi Rob, 

My Webmaster (Murray Cohn), who usually deals with Joseph Sullivan and Jack Christian on CPSC 
issues is out of the office today. Since I don't have their Ebay email addresses I thought I would make 
my request directly to you. Yesterday, we announced a recall of the Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube. I've 
linked the release below. Because of the serious nature of the hazard and the significant injuries and 
tiNO deaths that have occurred the product should not be used and is recalled. I am concerned that this 
product will find its way on Ebay and request that you take whatever steps you can to prevent its resale 
on Ebay. 

Please let me know what steps you are able to take in this regard. I appreciate your continued 
assistance 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/14/2006 Z / ^ 

mailto:robc@ebay.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 9:23 AM 

To: Ault, Eric B.; Kohen, Beverly J.; Kelly, J.R. 

Cc: Schwartz, Bruce E.; Stern, Richard L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Wolfson, Scott J.; 

Vallese, Julie M.; Cave, Carol J. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Recall 

Attachments: SportstuffAddresses xls (2).htm; WegoPoster draft 07-11-06 (2).doc 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY- NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED. 

Eric/Bev/JR: 
( 

I've attached the customer list provided to me by Sportsstuff. Sportsstuff distributes the 
recalled kite tube through both distributors and some retailers. As a result, there may not be a 
lot of Florida retailers listed on the attached list. It appears as if the primary distribution to 
Florida may be through distributors. Any assistance Florida or other State's can provide 
through recall checks is appreciated. 

I am also attaching a copy of the recall poster that was agreed to by CPSC and Sportsstuff just 
yesterday. The posters may not yet be in stores. Again, distributors will be asked to send the 
posters to any retailers they sold the products to (primarily marine supply and boating stores) 
and those retailers may not be as familiar with CPSC and posting recalfposters as the mass 
merchandisers and other retailers. Yesterday, I talked to at least 3 ofthe marine supply stores 
who were unfamiliar with their responsibilities to notify end users and display posters. Any 
assistance Florida.can give us in that regard would be appreciated. I will ask Judy Smith to 
start assigning recall checks based on the attached list provided by the firm. In the meantime 
Florida and other States with wide use of this product can begin checks now. 

So that we can coordinate these activities, please copy Dennis Blasius on such checks and 
results. 

Over the next couple weeks I will be reporting results weekly to the Commission and this 
information will be helpful and Dennis will be providing me frequent updates of incidents and 
the effectiveness of the notice. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:29 AM 
To: Kohen, Beverly J.; Beatty, Denise P; Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Schwartz, Bruce E.; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: RE: Emailing: 05210 

7/14/2006 
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Via IFS I see that we have completed one IDI in FL and are in the process of doing two others 
in FL, all three involving the Wego Sportstuff tube kite. This is the kind of information that the 
designee could use to localize a state press release if they were inclined to issue one. Bev is 
correct about the distribution list if we want them to do any recall checks. 

From: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 6:40 AM 
To: Beatty, Denise P; Ault, Eric B.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Schwartz, Bruce E. 
Subject: RE: Emailing: 06210 

Marc, is there a list available yet ofthe retailers so that FL can act on this recall? 
JR Kelly is ovu- designee. 

From: Beatty, Denise P 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 6:18 AM 
To: Kohen, Beverly J.; Ault, Eric B. 
Cc: Schwartz, Bruce E. 
Subject: FW: Emailing: 06210 

Bev and Eric: 

See the email below about recall checks. Can you coordinate with JR/Sue Gabriel? Since these are very popular 
in Florida, please keep OlPA in the loop about any press in Florida. Thanks. 

Denise P. Beatty, Director 
State and Local Programs 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(301) 504-7676 
dbeatty(^.cpsc. gov 

From: Kelly, J.R- [mailto:kellyjr@doacs.state.fl.us] 
Sent: Thu 7/13/2005 4:21 PM 
To: Gabriel, Susan S. 
Cc: Beatty, Denise P 
Subject: FW: Emailing: 06210 

Sue ~ what do you think? if you want to discuss, please give me a call at 850-922-2966 JR 

J.R. Kelly 
Director, Division of Consumer Services 
2005 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 922-2966 
(800) HELP-FLA 
wvvvy.800helpfla.com 

7/14/2006 7^7 

mailto:kellyjr@doacs.state.fl.us
http://wvvvy.800helpfla.com
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From: Driggers, Paul 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 2:48 PM 
To: Kelly, J.R. 
Cc: Mcelroy, Terry 
Subject: RE: Emailing: 06210 

JR—If we can find out what retailers may have been selling these tubes, do you think it is worth our inspectors in 
South Florida looking around for them? Paul 

Original Message 
From: Mcelroy, Terry 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 2:38 PM 
To: Driggers, Paul 

' Subject: FW: Emailing: 06210 

Paul - By the way, this is the recall notice upon which the press release I sent you is based, 
tmc 

From: Mcelroy, Terry 
Sent: Thursday, 3uly 13, 2006 1:07 PM 
To: Kelly, J.R. 
Cc: Salario, Mike; Steckler, Tom 
Subject: Emailing: 06210 

JR - Al Sunshine of CBS TV in Miami called about this today, and said it's a pretty big deal - that these 
things are really popular in South Florida. Do you think we should put out a press release on it, reinforcing 
the recall notice that the CPSC has issued? 

Terry 

NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office oflnformation and Public Affairs Washington, DC 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 83 

July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 63; 
Release #06-210 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 50' 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from IVIarket 
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), 
Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries 

7/14/2006 
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include a broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has 
received reports of two deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been 
unable to determine the cause ofthe incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube 
from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be 
towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airbome by pulling on handles attached to the 
floor of the tube. Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has 
black caution warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement 
"Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through marine 
distributors, mail order catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 
2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to leam how to obtain free replacement products. 
Consumers can also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff;com for more information. 

7/14/2006 

http://www.sportsstuff;com
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 10.42 AM 

To: Mark.LaBarbera@dnrstate.mn.us 
Cc: Tim.Smalley@dnrstate.mn.us; Schoem, Marc J.; Beatty, Denise P; Mullan, John G. 
Subject: Thank You 

Mark- I just wanted to send a quick note thanking you and your Agency for the excellent 
cooperation we received in our investigation ofthe Sportsstuff Wego brand kite tube product. 
As you know, the product was recalled yesterday, see: 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

CPSC received information and reports regarding this product from many sources nationwide; 
many ofthe most valuable reports came from state agencies. In Minnesota, Tim Smalley did a 
wonderfuljob of both assisting CPSC in quickly obtaining incident reports and notifying me of 
additional injury incidents, all of which helped us to speed this ongoing investigation along. 

This is an excellent example of federal/state cooperation that directly contributes to consumer 
safety. Again, thank you, and I look forward to working with your Agency in the future. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Pli. # 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasiusfgicpscgov 

7/14/2006 ifrjj 

mailto:Mark.LaBarbera@dnrstate.mn.us
mailto:Tim.Smalley@dnrstate.mn.us
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html


N e w s from C P S C 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release # 06-210 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after Reports 
of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite 

Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. 

Those injuries include a broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. 

Sportsstuff has received reports of two deaths in the United States and a variety of serious 

injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause ofthe incidents. Nevertheless, the 

company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall out 

of an abxmdance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft 

designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airbome by pulling on 

handles attached to the floor of the tube. Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product 

valve. The floor ofthe tube has black caution waming stripes. The cover for the product bears a 

skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 

retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 

831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to leam how to obtain fi-ee 

replacement products. Consumers can also visit the firm's Web site at ww^w.sportsstuff.com for 

more iriformation. 

-more-



The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products'under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consiuner products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at vyww.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpscgov. 

#### 

f77 
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The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion aimually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and househpld chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.htmi. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpscgov. 

#### 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Blasius, Dennjs R. 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 12:32 PM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Nava, Frank J. 
Cc: Cave, Carol J. 
Subject: Wego kite tube incidents 

As this investigation matures, the need for additional IDIs is decreasing. While we are still very 
interested in all complaints/ reports involving kite tube product incidents, new IDIs will not 
generally be assigned when the brand is known to be a Wego except in special circumstances. 
Forward any incident reports you receive to EP as you would normally, and they will consult 
with Compliance in deciding whether the incident requires additional follow-up. 

If the brand is unknown, or when the brand is known to be a Manta Ray, EP will assign an IDI. 

IDIs already assigned should be completed. 

Dennis 

7/13/2006 



Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:44 PM 
To: Stratton, Hal 

Subject: Fw: Official Use Only - Kite Tubes 

Sensitivity: Confidential 

Attachments: 06210.doc 

Chairman Stratton, 

I wanted you to be aware of the significant team work that led to the planned announcement 
tomorrow ofthe recall ofthe Wego Kite Tubes by many field and headquarters staff. Similarto when 
you arrived at CPSC with a number of significant Compliance actions you are also departing with one 
of the most significant safety annoucements in recent CPSC history. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend your open house this afternoon since I was "closing the deal" 
on this recall. 

I did want to express my sincere gratitude to you for your continued support of the Office of 
Compliance and especially for your support of me during your tenure here. Your confidence in me 
over the last four years is appreciated. And, as evidenced by the many significant Compliance 
actions during your tenure, CPSC has clearly had an impact on ensuring product safety. Again, 
thanks for everything and best of success to you in the future. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
********************* 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message— 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
To: Gabriel, Susan S.; Wilson, Barbara B.; Perrizo, Rosemary; Bernstein, Marc M.; Kapelis, 
DuWayne A.; Loera, Richard; Tiano, Yolanda; Seymour, Linda A.; Mele, Stephen V.; Gergle, Helen; 
Gaines, Lisa M.; Bloxham, Teresa; Fredrick, Christina M; Boog, Jerome R.; Lewis, Johnnie; Ng, 
Michael N.; Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, BelindaV.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; White, Sharon R. 
CC: Kerr, Marcia; Stern, Richard L.; Cave, Carol J.; Elder, Jacqueline; Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, 



Kathleen A.; Yelenik, Ronald G.; Mullan, John G.; Ochsman, Roberto.; Vallese, Julie M.; Martin, 
Lowell F.; Semple, Patricia M.; Schoem, Marc J.; Ault, Eric B.; Barton, Keven J.; Beatty, Denise P; 
Bradford, G. Brent; Cash, Helen T.; DiGrazia, James; Dobbins, Allen C; Englander, Sidney C; 
Kessler, Charles R; Kohen, Beverly J.; Krivda, Frank J.; Nava, Frank J.; Nunes, Jean A.; Poyer, Julie 
A.; Robinson, Pamela; Ross, Robin M.; Schwartz, Bruce E.; Staebell, Eugene E.; Toro, Mary F.; 
Vece, John R. 
Sent: Wed Jul 12 18:05:12 2006 
Subject: Official Use Only - Kite Tubes 

06210.doc 
(104 KB) 

Over the last month, each of you assisted us in obtaining critical information which has led 
to the planned announcement tomorrow of a recall of the Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes (see attached 
press release). Without your investigations, sample collections, analysis, feedback and other areas of 
support, we would not have obtained a recall. Thanks to all of you for your continued support and a 
job well done. 

At the risk of missing someone (which Is not intentional by any means) I wanted to thank the 
following specific Field Investigators. If I have left someone off the list, please let me know. 

Susan Gabriel 

Marc Bernstein 

Yolando Tiano 

Helen Gergle 

Christina Fredrick 

Michael Ng 

Barbara Wilson 

Duane Kapelis 

Linda Seymour 

Lisa Gaines 

Jerry Boog 

Dennis Blasius 

Rose Perrizo 

Richard Loera 

Steve Mele 

Theresa Bloxham 

John Lewis 

and the following Headquarters staff: 

Tanya Topka Belinda Bell Robin Ingle Sharon White Julie Vallese 

P.S. - Note the release is scheduled to be issued July 13, 2006 and not before! Once it appears on 
our website, if you want to provide it to anyone who provided you information during any of your 



investigations, please feel free to do so. 

Marc J. Schoem 

Deputy Director 

Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 

301-504-7520-phone 

240-638-6955 - cell 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 6:05 PM 

To: Gabriel, Susan S.; Wilson, Barbara B.; Perrizo, Rosemary; Bernstein, Marc M.; Kapelis, 
DuWayne A.; Loera, Richard; Tiano, Yolanda; Seymour, Linda A.; Mele, Stephen V.; Gergle, 
Helen; Gaines, Lisa M.; Bloxham, Teresa; Fredrick, Christina M; Boog, Jerome R.; Lewis, 
Johnnie; Ng, Michael N.; Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, BelindaV.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; 
White, Sharon R. 

Cc: Kerr, Marcia; Stem, Richard L.; Cave, Carol J.; Elder, Jacqueline; Roegner, Russell H.; 
Stralka, Kathleen A.; Yelenik, Ronald G.; Mullan, John G.; Ochsman, Robert B.; Vallese, Julie 
M.; Martin, Lowell F.; Semple, Patricia M.; Schoem, Marc J.; Ault, Eric; Barton, Keven; Beatty, 
Denise; Bradford, G. Brent; Cash, Helen; DiGrazia, James; Dobbins, Allen; Englander, Sidney 
C; Kessler, Charies; Kohen, Beverly; Krivda, Frank J.; Nava, Frank; Nunes, Jean A.; Poyer, 
Julie; Robinson, Pamela; Ross, Robin; Schwartz, Bruce; Staebell, Eugene; Toro, Mary; Vece, 
John 

Subject: Official Use Only - Kite Tubes 

Sensitivity: Confidential 

Attachments: 06210.doc 

Over the last month, each of you assisted us in obtaining critical information which has led to 
the planned announcement tomorrow of a recall of the Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes (see 
attached press release). Without your investigations, sample collections, analysis, feedback 
and other areas of support, we would not have obtained a recall. Thanks to all of you for your 
continued support and a job well done. 

At the risk of missing someone (which is not intentional by any means) I wanted to thank the 
following specific Field Investigators. If I have left someone off the list, please let me know. 

Susan Gabriel Barbara Wilson Rose Perrizo 
Marc Bernstein Duane Kapelis Richard Loera 
Yolando Tiano Linda Seymour Steve Mele 
Helen Gergle Lisa Gaines Theresa Bloxham 
Christina Fredrick Jerry Boog John Lewis 
Michael Ng Dennis Blasius 

and the following Headquarters staff: 

Tanya Topka Belinda Bell Robin Ingle Sharon White Julie 
Vallese 

P.S. - Note the release is scheduled to be issued July 13, 2006 and not before! 
Once it appears on our website, if you want to provide it to anyone who provided 
you information during any of your investigations, please feel free to do so. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

7/12/2006 
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301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 
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WEGO REPLACEMENT OPTIONS 7/10/06 

OPTION A ($500 retail) 

Sumo 

Patriot Single 

Mega Bowl 

OPTION B ($500 retail) 

Mable 

Acrobat Solo 

Liberty Duo 

OPTION C ($500 retail) 

Wet N Wild Flyer 

Super Mable 

OPTION D ($500 retail) 

Sumo 

Patriot Triple 

OPTION E ($700 retail) 

Thrill Zone 

Y ^ 



Name 
Outlaw 
Zip Ski 
Big Bertha 
Sumo 
Gyro 
Mable 
Moto Pod 1 
Crazy 8 
Thrash 
Acrobat Solo 
Posse Tube 
Liberty Duo 
Patriot Single 
Mega Bowl 
Mot Pod 2 
Big Mable 
Half-Pipe Rampage 
Wet N Wild 
Acrobat Duo 
Super Mable 
Patriot Double 
Acrobat Trio 
Half-Pipe Frantic 
Great Big Mable 
Half Pipe Scramble 
Speed Zone 3 
Patriot Triple 
THRILL ZONE 

TOTAL EST RETA 

TOTAL COST 

RETAIL 
$ 59.99 
$ 69.95 
$ 99.95 
$ 99.99 
$ 129.99 
$ 129.99 
$ 139.99 
$139.99 
$ 169.98 
$ 179.99 
$ 179.99 
$ 189.98 
$ 199.95 
$ 199.99 
$ 199.99 
$ 229.98 
$ 229.98 
$ 229.99 
$ 229.99 
$ 259.99 
$ 279.95 
$299.99 
$ 299.99 
$ 329.98 
$ 329.99 
$ 329.99 
$ 399.95 
$ 699.99 

L 

COST 
$ 17.03 
$ 13.73 
$ 37.05 
$ 23.87 
$ 32.68 
$ 46.78 
$ 31.40 
$ 38.46 
$ 48.80 
$ 45.25 
$ 57.01 
$ 68.04 
$ 62.28 
$ 55.50 
$ 46.92 
$ 63.69 
$ 64.33 
$ 79.12 
$ 62.74 
$ 78.92 
$ 83.07 
$ 82.06 
$ 78.37 
$106.24 
$ 96.32 
$108.50 
$110.00 
$195.15 

A 

X 

X 
X 

500 

141.65 

B 

X 

X 

X 

510 

133.43 

c 

X 

X 

X 

500 

160.07 

D 

X 

X 

490 

158.04 

E 

X 

X 

500 

133.87 

F 

-

X 

700 

195.15 



Name 
Wet N Wild 
Frequent Flyer 
Wego 
Half Pipe Scrambler 
Big Mable 
Gazebo 
Liberty Duo 
Banana Cabana 
Acrobat Trio 
Acrobat Duo 
Mot Pod 2 
Moto Pod 1 
Great Big Mable 
Super Mable 
Half -Pipe Thrash 
Mini Lounge 
Half-Pipe Rampage 
Half-Pipe Frantic 
Chair Pool 
Big Chair Pool 
Double Chair 
Cabana Islander 
Venture Pontoon 
Super Slope Slide 
Playmate Kayak 
Posse Tube 
Crazy 8 
Speed Zone 2 
Speed Zone 3 
Boston Valve 
Xplorer Kayak 

Sale Reaular 
$ 229.98 
$ 169.98 
$ 499.98 
$ 299.98 
$ 219.98 
$ 199.98 

$ 229.98 $ 189.98 
$ 249.98 
$ 319.98 
$ 249.98 
$ 199.98 
$ 139.98 
$ 299.98 
$ 259.98 
$ 169.98 
$ 119.98 
$ 219.98 
$289.98 

$139.98 $119.88 
$ 179.98 
$ 199.98 
$ 299.98 
$ 399.98 
$ 329.98 
$ 99.98 
$ 199.98 
$ 139.98 
$ 199.98 
$ 299.98 
$ 3.98 
$ 79.98 

290 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 6:04 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: Info 

I've been thinking about this- it really is the way I'd like to see us pursue more hazard 
investigations. 

This case started when a park ranger in AZ asked an E.R. doc they frequently work with who 
they could report four similar kite tube incidents they'd had to. The doctor works at one of our 
current NEISS hospitals, and directed the ranger to Robin Ingle. Almost simultaneously, the 
National Park Service Hqs contact I developed last year called me to tell me about the 
incidents. He was able to actually get me the actual investigative reports for those four 
incidents within an hour or so (and they make it as hard to release reports as any gov agency 
so this represented an amazing level of inter-agency cooperation!) 

Once jurisdictional questions were decided, Tanya did an excellent job moving the case 
fonward, and Robin Ingle.and other EPI staff spent some long days keeping track ofthe many 
incoming reports. As quickly as were we able to identify additional injury/death incidents the 
IDIS were assigned. We asked the investigators to make immediate telephone contacts with 
the victims/family, and then requested the investigators send us a brief summary covering the 
most important details such as product ID, incident scenario and injuries (the heck with 30-45 
day case turn arounds.) We shared info/new reports with OlPA, with information flowing both 
ways. Getting that original alert out so quickly was quite an achievement, and It could only 
happen because we were able to muster the troops throughout CPSC and speed the routine 
hazard identification, investigation and compliance process up dramatically. This is one case 
where the usual procedures were tossed out the window and things got done. 

There is a tremendous amount of work ahead, but there is much for CPSC to be proud of here. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(S),cpsc.gov 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 4:36 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Info 

There are 30+ incidents assigned to these investigators: 

7/12/2006 
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Susan Gabriel 
Barbara Wilson 
Rose Perrizo 
Marc Bernstein 
Duane Kapelis 
Richard Loera 
Yolanda Tiano 
Linda Seymour 
Steve Mele 
Helen Gergle 
Lisa Gaines 
Theresa Bloxham 
Christina Fredrick 
Jerry Boog 
John Lewis 
Michael Ng 

Special thanks from my view to Perrizo, Fredrick, Bernstein and Mele who really jumped on 
these quickly and provied the preliminary feedback that let us see the scope ofthe problem. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius@cpsc.gov 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 3:54 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Info 

thanks 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 4:48 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Info 

7/12/2006 
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easy to do, I'll send it to you shortly. 

FYI, I only just began checking, but we had a couple of nearly drowning complaints that may 
involve the Sumo tube (9 yr and 10 year old near victims)-- may want to ask more about that. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: V/ed 7/12/2006 3:47 PM 
To: Blasfus, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Info 

The EP people are checking. The release is being cleared by the Commission. I'm waiting 
final go by the firm. Julie Vallese is already booked to do a live CBS morning Show in the 
morning (don't tell anyone!) and Good Morning American may also do something. Just 
keeping fingers crossed the firm doesn't back out. 

What would be helpful ifyou have a way of Identifying all field staff who have conducted IDl's 
or done any other follow-up I would like their names. I always run the risk of leaving someone 
out but I think if I can send an email tomorrow (assuming it goes in the morning) personally 
thanking that group for all their work over the past 4 weeks or so and how they contributed 
significantly to the recall announcement just posted on the website it will be a positive sign for 
all. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 4:44 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Info 

Did you get an answer on this- if not I'll start checking 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 2:43 PM 
To: Roegner, Russell H. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, Belinda V.; Mullan, John G.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Russ, 

Attached is a list of Wego Replacement Options (these products will be given as replacements for the Kite Tube which we 
hope to announce in tiie moming). It would be helpful if someone could at least run the names in the first attachment - Wego 
Replacement Options - 7/10/06. Under each Option - each of those products will be given as a replacement for the recalled 
Kite Tube. Consumers can pick fi-om 5 options and all products within that group would be given to them as a replacement. I 
just want to be sure we don't have any significant injuries or deaths with any of these products before we allow them to be 
used as a replacement. 

7/12/2006 
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More infonnation on each ofthe products can be foxmd at www.sportsstuff.com 

Thanks! 

Marc J. S choem 
Deputy I>irector 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-^955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Miciiael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@,brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:33 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Hello again. Marc. Here is the list of replacement products that 
Sportsstuff intends to offer. I have not done a complete review ofthe 
various products, but the few I checked exceed the suggested retail 
price ofthe kite tube. As we discussed, a consumer who selects Option 
A will receive all ofthe products m that group. Also, in response to 
your inquiry about reflmds, the client would, of course, prefer that 
consumers accept replacement products. Should a consumer request a 
refimd, the company will deal with such requests on a case by case 
basis. I do not anticipate that this will be a significant issue, 
however, since the client has indicated its desire to continue to foster 
good customer relations. Slowly, we are inching toward resolution. 
Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or 
entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is 
privileged and confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or 
the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying ofthis commtmication is strictly prohibited. If 
you have received this transmission in error, please notify us 
immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy 
the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

7/12/2006 
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Original Message 
From: James Koranda [mailto:james(g),sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12,2006 12:39 PM 
To: Michael J. Gidding 
Cc: Leroy Peterson; Beckelman, Michael 
Subject: Fw: Info 

Attached are 5 different groups of products that the consumer will have 
a choice to choose fi-om along with retail value. Retail value is based 
on price what various catalogs companies are selling these products at. 
These products can be viewed on are web site. 

Original Message 
From: "Rick Hull" <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Jim Koranda" <james@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11,2006 3:51 PM 
Subject: Info 

> 
> 
> 
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Schoem^ Marc J. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 5:28 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A. 
Subject: RE: Info 

Marc, 

We have found very little on the products in the attachment you sent. 

However, we did find two reported incidents on the Sumo, both involving children. (The Sumo is 
shaped like a cone, and the user is inside with his head coming out the top of the cone.) One was a 
report of a 9-year-old boy who was with his parents and jumped in the water with the Sumo. He 
immediately went feet up with his head submerged. Apparently he was too light for the product to 
function properiy. The other was a similar report of an 11-year-old boy for whom the same thing 
happened, but his father reported that because of the product's tight fit. It doesn't allow the user to 
get out quickly; hence, the boy was undenwater and trapped until he could be lifted out of the water. 

These incidents occurred in May 2005 and July 2005, respectively. 

That appears to be all we have on the listed products. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 I Phone 301.504.7333 

—Original Message— 
From: Roegner, Russell H. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:51 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Info 

—Original Message— 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:43 PM 
To: Roegner, Russell H. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, Belinda V.; Mullan, John G.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Info 



Russ, 

Attached is a list of Wego Replacement Options (these products will be given as replacements for 
the Kite Tube which we hope to announce in the morning). It would be helpful if someone could at 
least run the names in the first attachment - Wego Replacement Options - 7/10/06. Under each 
Option - each of those products will be given as a replacement for the recalled Kite Tube. 
Consumers can pick from 5 options and all products within that group would be given to them as a 
replacement. I just want to be sure we don't have any significant injuries or deaths with any of these 
products before we allow them to be used as a replacement. 

More information on each of the products can be found at www.sportsstuff.com 

Thanks! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 
—Original Message 
From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:33 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Hello again. Marc. Here is the list of replacement products that 
Sportsstuff intends to offer. I have not done a complete review of the 
various products, but the few I checked exceed the suggested retail price of the kite tube. As we 
discussed, a consumer who selects Option A will receive all of the products in that group. Also, in 
response to your inquiry about refunds, the client would, of course, prefer that consumers accept 
replacement products. Should a consumer request a refund, the company will deal with such 
requests on a case by case basis. I do not anticipate that this will be a significant issue, however, 
since the client has indicated its desire to continue to foster good customer relations. Slowly, we are 
inching toward resolution. 
Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, 
and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, 
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly 
prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-

http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com


mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments 
without reading or saving them to disk. Thank you. 

—Original Message 
From: James Koranda [mailto:james@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Michael J. Gidding 
Cc: Leroy Peterson; Beckelman, Michael 
Subject: Fw: Info 

Attached are 5 different groups of products that the consumer will have a choice to choose from 
along with retail value. Retail value is based on price what various catalogs companies are selling 
these products at. 
These products can be viewed on are web site. 
— Original Message 
From: "Rick Hull" <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Jim Koranda" <james@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 3:51 PM 
Subject: Info 

> 
> 
> 
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Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 4:48 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Info 

easy to do, I'll send it to you shortly. 

FYI, I only just began checking, but we had a couple of nearly drowning complaints that may 
involve the Sumo tube (9 yr and 10 year old near victims)-- may want to ask more about that. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 3:47 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Info 

The EP people are checking. The release is being cleared by the Commission. I'm waiting 
final go by the firm. Julie Vallese is already booked to do a live CBS morning Show in the 
morning (don't tell anyone!) and Good Morning American may also do something. Just 
keeping fingers crossed the firm doesn't back out. 

What would be helpful i fyou have a way of identifying all field staff who have conducted IDl's 
or done any other follow-up I would like their names. I always run the risk of leaving someone 
out but I think if I can send an email tomorrow (assuming it goes in the morning) personally 
thanking that group for all their work over the past 4 weeks or so and how they contributed 
significantly to the recall announcement just posted on the website it will be a positive sign for 
all. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 4:44 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Info 

Did you get an answer on th is - if not I'll start checking 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2005 2:43 PM 
To: Roegner, Russell H. 

7/12/2006 
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Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, Belinda V.; Mullan, John G.; Vallese, Julie M,; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Russ, 

Attached is a list of Wego Replacement Options (these products will be given as replacements for the Kite Tube which we 
hope to announce m the moming). It would be helpful if someone could at least run the names in the first attachment - Wego 
Replacement Options - 7/10/06. Under each Option - each of those products will be given as a replacement for the recalled 
Kite Tube. Consimiers can pick fi'om 5 options and all products within that group would be given to them as a replacement. I 
just want to be sure we don't have any significant injuries or deaths with any of these products before we allow them to be 
used as a replacement. 

More information on each ofthe products can be foimd at www.sportsstuffcom 

Thanks! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJGfg),brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:33 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Hello again. Marc. Here is the list of replacement products that 
Sportsstuff intends to offer. I have not done a complete review of the 
various products, but the few I checked exceed the suggested retail 
price ofthe kite tube. As we discussed, a consumer who selects Option 
A will receive all ofthe products in that group. Also, in response to 
your inquiry about refunds, the client would, of course, prefer that 
consumers accept replacement products. Should a consumer request a 
refimd, the company will deal with such requests on a case by case 
basis. I do not anticipate that this will be a significant issue, 
however, since the client has indicated its desire to continue to foster 
good customer relations. Slowly, we are mching toward resolution. 
Mike 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe mdividual or 
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entity" to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is 
privileged and confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, or 
the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copymg ofthis communication is strictly prohibited. If 
you h.ave received this transmission in error, please notify us 
immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy 
the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving 
them to disk. Thank you. 

—-Original Message 
From; James Koranda [mailto:james@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Michael J. Gidding 
Cc: Leroy Peterson; Beckelman, Michael 
Subject: Fw: Info 

Attached are 5 different groups of products that the consumer will have 
a choice to choose from along with retail value. Retail value is based 
on price what various catalogs companies are sellmg these products at. 
These products can be viewed on are web site. 

Original Message 
From: "Rick Hull" <rhull@sportsstuff com> 
To: "Jim Koranda" <james@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11,2006 3:51 PM 
Subject: Info 

> 
> 
> 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Bell, Belinda V. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:59 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Info 

Marc, 

Check out sportsstuff website. They are still promoting it as product of the year. Should we 
encourage them to change their home page? You have to click on the more information to see that it 
has been withdrawn. 

Belinda 

-Original Message-
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:43 PM 
To: Roegner, Russell H. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Bell, Belinda V.; Mullan, John G.; Vallese, Julie M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Russ, 

Attached is a list of Wego Replacement Options (these products will be given as replacements for 
the Kite Tube which we hope to announce in the morning). It would be helpful if someone could at 
least run the names in the first attachment - Wego Replacement Options - 7/10/06. Under each 
Option - each of those products will be given as a replacement for the recalled Kite Tube. 
Consumers can pick from 5 options and all products within that group would be given to them as a 
replacement. I just want to be sure we don't have any significant injuries or deaths with any of these 
products before we allow them to be used as a replacement. 

More information on each of the products can be found at v\/vi/w.sportsstuff.com 

Thanks! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 
—Original Message— 
From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 3:33 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Info 

Hello again. Marc. Here is the list of replacement products that 

mailto:MJG@brown-gidding.com
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Sportsstuff intends to offer. I have not done a complete review of the 
various p roducts, but the few I checked exceed the suggested retail price of the kite tube. As we 
discussed, a consumer who selects Option A will receive all of the products in that group. Also, in 
response to your inquiry about refunds, the client would, of course, prefer that consumers accept 
replacement products. Should a consumer request a refund, the company will deal with such 
requests on a case by case basis. I do not anticipate that this will be a significant issue, however, 
since the client has indicated its desire to continue to foster good customer relations. Slowly, we are 
inching toward resolution. 
Mike 

Michael J . Gidding, Esquire 
Brown & Gidding, P.C. 
3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 
St. 242 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: 202-237-6008 
Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended forthe use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, 
and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. Ifyou are not the intended recipient, 
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying ofthis communication is strictly 
prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-
mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments 
without reading or saving them to disk. Thank you. 

-Original Message-
From: James Koranda [mailto:james@sportsstuff.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Michael J. Gidding 
Gc: Leroy Peterson; Beckelman, Michael 
Subject: Fw: Info 

Attached are 5 different groups of products that the consumer will have a choice to choose from 
along with retail value. Retail value is based on price what various catalogs companies are selling 
these products at. 
These products can be viewed on are web site. 
— Original Message —~ 
From: "Rick Hull" <rhull@sportsstuff.com> 
To: "Jim Koranda" <james@sportsstuff.com> 
Sent Tuesday, July 11, 2006 3:51 PM 
Subject: Info 

> 
> 
> 

mailto:james@sportsstuff.com
mailto:rhull@sportsstuff.com
mailto:james@sportsstuff.com
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Bell, Belinda V. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 1:16 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: Draft Kite Tube Press Release - Privileged and Confidential 

Oh, well. I n this instance it sort of camouflages the death totals. This press release mirrors 
the language in the retailer letters. I guess people will have to look at our previous press release 
for the hazard information. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 1:05 PM 
To: Bell, Belinda V. 
Subject: RE: Draft Kite Tube Press Release - Privileged and Confidential 

Anything under 10 is written out. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Bell, Belinda V. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 1:03 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Draft Kite Tube Press Release - Privileged and Confidential 

Marc, 

The deaths are writ ten in words, not numerals, and the incidents are written in numerals. 
Example, should be "2" deaths, not "two deaths" so that It is consistent with the "39" incidents. 

Belinda 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:48 PM 
To: Bell, Belinda V.; Stern, Richard L.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Mullan, John G.; Mclnerney, Stephen; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Draft Kite Tube Press Release - Privileged and Confidential 

Attached for your information, is a DRAFT copy ofthe proposed Wego press release 
developed by Julie Vallese and I. While the format and content may appear to be slim, it 
serves the purpose of announcing a recall. 

I am waiting to hear back from the firm on their acceptance ofthe release for issuance in the 

7/12/2006 
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morning. Thiinks for your continued assistance! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:48 PM 

To: Bell, Belinda V.; Stern, Richard L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Mullan, John G.; Mclnerney, Stephen; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: FW: Draft Kite Tube Press Release - Privileged and Confidential 

Attachments: CPSCDraftkitetube recall1.doc 

Attached for your information, is a DRAFT copy ofthe proposed Wego press release 
developed by Julie Vallese and I. While the format and content may appear to be slim, it 
serves the purpose of announcing a recall. 

I am waiting to hear back from the firm on their acceptance of the release for issuance in the 
morning. Thanks for your continued assistance! 

Adarc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/13/2006 S'^G 



DRAFT DRAFT 
News from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release Firm's Recall Hotline: 
, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release # 06-DRAFT CPSC Media Contact: 

(301) 504-0580 Ext. 

Spor ts tuff Wego Kite Tubes W i t h d r a w n from M a r k e t after Repor t s of Deaths 

a n d Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consvmier Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC), Sportstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite 

Tubes. 

Sportsstuff has received reports of tŵ o deaths in the United States and a variety of serious 

injuries. CPSC staff is av̂ âre of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical 

treatment. Those injuries include a broken neck, pimctured limg, chest and back injuries and 

facial injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause ofthe incidents. Nevertheless, 

the company has agreed to withdraw the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this 

voluntary recall. 

The Sportstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10ft wide circular yellow inflatable watercraft 

designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airbome by pulling on 

handles attached to the floor ofthe tube. Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product 

valve. The floor ofthe tube has black caution waming stripes. The coyer for the product bears a 

skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 

retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportstuff at (866) 

831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to leam how to obtain free 

replacement products. Consumers can also visit the firm's web site at www.sportstuff.com for 

more information. 

http://www.sportstuff.com


DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safefy Commission is charged with protecting the pubHc from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safefy of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette Hghters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and tajuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpscgov. 

#### 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:10 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

I'm FedExing two more reports from MN; I may have sent you hard to read scans ofthe first 
one previously: 

6-25-06 : Fishtrap lake, Lincoln, MN -Victim Travis Kladivo, 19, ruptured aorta. Still critical. 
Wego. 

7/11/06 (last night): Lake Julia, Bemidji, MN -Victim Ryan Kotz, 30, knocked unconscious, 
concussion. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Depufy Director, 
Office of Compiiance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safefy Commission 
Ph. # 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasinsfgjcpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 9:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 incidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured lungs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, 
splintered/broken femurs, head injuries, neck injuries, broken teeth, facial frauma, loss of consciousness 
in water, respiratory injuries, severed aortas, bruised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bruising, intemal bleeding, tom muscles, sfrained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

7/12/2006 
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From; Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/12/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:05 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A ; Blasius, Dennis R.; Streeter, Robin A. 

Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Just to clarify, from my recent discussion with Marc Schoem: 

We have 40 incidents associated with kite tubes. One is a Manta Ray; 39 are either Wego kite tubes or unknown 
brands. 

Ofthe 39, two are deaths. At least 29 required medical attention, including those injuries listed below. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 incidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured limgs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, 
splintered^roken femurs, head injuries, neck injuries, broken teeth, facial frauma, loss of consciousness 
in water, respiratory injuries, severed aortas, bruised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bruising, intemal bleeding, tom muscles, sfrained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

7/12/2006 



//up/uo. woman mjurea m Kiie ruoipg acciaenx. umon î aKe, ivn. ,. fage / oi / 

Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bmised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:49 AM 

To: Mclnerney, Stephen 

Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Marc J . Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office o f Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:03 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 incidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, pimctured limgs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, 
splintered/broken femurs, head injuries, neck injuries, broken teeth, facial frauma, loss of consciousness 
in water, respiratory injuries, severed aortas, bruised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bruising, intemal bleeding, tom muscles, sfrained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

7/13/2006 
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T From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject : RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPS-C 
301-504-7594 
www,cpsc.gov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www,cpsc,gov 

7/13/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:46 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: Wego - Privileged and Confidential 

We received of the injury reports from state government members of the National Association 
of State Boating Administrators (NASBLA.) I'm hearing that some of the states may have 
investigated a number of additional incidents that we might not yet have been made aware of. 

Once the recall announcement is made, I'd like to quickly send an email to the NASBLA 
Director asking if he would send the recall announcement out to his members, along with a 
request that any state that has investigated such incidents and not yet reported them to CPSC 
please do so as soon as possible. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 8:23 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: Wego - Privileged and Confidential 

Hi Dennis, 

Just to bring you up to date - Sportstuff is supposed to send a an emai to all retail accounts this 
moming stopping sale. I have approved their notification letters (I am taking the lead on this 
negotiation). 1 reviewed a draft press release last night. I am waiting for the firm to respond to my 
comments to their draft. We are attempting to have a recall announced today before 2pm. 

This involves only the Sportsstuff Ego kite tubes. We are meeting later this morning to talk about what 
needs to be done with the other h/vo manufacturer's models - specifically what technical review to 
determine the safety of them. 

I have granted fast track status to Sportsstuff so we don't need a determination or technical review 
(despite certain compliance officers whining that we do). 

I am giving the firm some leeway in their notice to customers and trying to be stronger in the press 
release but considering we first requested they stop sale and recall this past Friday, we have come 
along way. 

Some ofthis was discussed on the brown bag meeting yesterday. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safely Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 575 
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M c l n e r n e y , S tephen 

From- Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 11:03 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject : RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 mcidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 
deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting from kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured lungs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, 
splintered/broken femurs, head injuries, neck injuries, broken teeth, facial frauma, loss of consciousness 
in water, respiratory injuries, severed aortas, braised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney 
contusions, other intemal bmising, internal bleeding, tom muscles, sfrained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

Has the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number Also Marc wants me to list the types of 
injuries tell me if I would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken 
noses, rib cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that 
you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U,S, CPSC 

7/12/2006 
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301-504-7594 ' 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. "•̂  
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roiegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subjec:t: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two ofthe 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R, 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:24 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J, 

Subject: RE: Wego - Privileged and Confidential 

then we're set 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 9:18 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: Re: Wego - Privileged and Confidential 

We have their ftill reports. No EI needed now. 
^ l i i i i n t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Marc I. Schoem 
Depufy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955-cell 

Sent from my BlackBeny Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed Jul 12 10:14:19 2006 
Subject: RE: Wego - Privileged and Confidential 

I agree, the most important step is the stop sale and recall. I think we should be very insistent that they pull out all the-stops to 
identify every single customer-- and due to the price it is unlikely even one ofthe sales was made to an unknown customer 
using cash. If we have developed any iimovative recall notice ideas or have a willingness to directly insert ourselves into the 
customer notification process, this is the case to try it on. 

I think we should physically inspect the other two manufacturers immediately. There may not be much there (we do have the 
one serious manfra injury) but I think that it would be prudent to establish that we looked at the whole industry. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 8:23 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: Wego - Privileged and Confidential 

7/12/2006 2^18-
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Hi Dennis, 

Just to bring you up to date - Sportstuff is supposed to send a an emai to all retail accounts this moming stopping sale. I have 
approved their notification letters (I am taking the lead on this negotiation). I reviewed a draft press release last night. I am 
waiting forthe firm to respond to my comments to their draft. We are attempting to have a recall atmounced today before 
2pm. 

This involves only the Sportsstuff Ego kite tubes. We are meeting later this moming to talk about what needs to be done with 
the other two manufacturer's models - specifically what technical review to determine the safefy of them. 

I have granted fast frack status to Sportsstuff so we don't need a determination or technical review (despite certain 
compliance officers whining that we do). 

I am giving the frnn some leeway in their notice to customers and trying to be stronger in the press release but considering 
we first requested they stop sale and recall this past Friday, we have come along way. 

Some ofthis was discussed on the brown bag meeting yesterday. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Depufy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safefy Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 
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Subj: RE: Proposed Wego Press Release 
Date: 7/11/2006 6:41:01 P.M. Eastern Standard Time 
From: JMuJ[an@cpsc,gpv 
To: MS1354@aol,com, RStern@cpsc,goy, jyal]ese@cpsc,goy 
CC: MSchoerri@cpsc,goy 

Marc— 
I am fine with your suggested changes, and they may well agree. If they don't, another way to go might 

be: "without admitting any liability, Sportsstuff has withdrawn , ," Gib 

From: MS1354@aol.com [mailto:MS1354@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 6:19 PM 
To: Mullan, John G.; Stern, Richard L.; Vallese, Julie M. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Proposed Wego Press Release 

I've attached the firm's proposed press release. They would like it to issue Wednesday afternoon. Their 800 
number will be operational at noon tomorrow. The customers will receive notice in the morning to stop sale. 

The release is in a narrative form per discussion with counsel for the firm. I can live with the heading (if Julie 
can - since they include recall throughout the body of the release), I dont like the line about product not being 
defective and believe they should delete that line per my comment in the release. If you have some alternative 
language, please let me know. 
Thanks 

-k 'k' -k "k "k 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission, 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 

Tuesday, July 11,2006 America Online: MS 1354 

mailto:MS1354@aol.com
mailto:MS1354@aol.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Mullan, John G. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 6:40 PM 

To: MS1354@aol.com; Stern, Richard L.; Vallese, Julie M. 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: RE: Proposed Wego Press Release 

Marc— 
I am fine with your suggested changes, and they may well agree. If they don't, another way to go might 

be: "without admitting any liability, Sportsstuff has withdrawn . ." Gib 

From: MS1354@aol.com [mailto:MS1354@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 6:19 PM 
To: Mullan, John G.; Stern, Richard L; Vallese, Julie M. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Proposed Wego Press Release 

I've attached the firm's proposed press release. They would like it to issue Wednesday afternoon. Their 800 
number wiil be operational at noon tomorrow. The customers will receive notice in the morning to stop sale. 

The release is in a narrative form per discussion with counsel for the firm. I can live with the heading (if Julie 
can - since they include recall throughout the body of the release). I dont like the line about product not being 
defective and believe they should delete that line per my comment in the release. If you have some alternative 
language, please let me know. 
Thanks 

7/12/2006 

mailto:MS1354@aol.com
mailto:MS1354@aol.com
mailto:MS1354@aol.com


s^v.' X y j x ^tf 

Subj: RE: Proposed Wego Press Release 
Date: 7/11/2006 6:35:11 P.M. Eastern Standard Time 
From: RStern@cpsc,gpy 
To: MS1354@ap!,cpm, JMullan@cpsc,gpy, jya!lese@cpsc,goy 
CC: l\/ISchoem@cpsc,goy 

Since we don't have a Full Report from the firm are we sure that the 19,000 unit figure is the total number of 
units and not just the number of units with consumers? I agree with Marc's requested deletion. Do we know if 
the firm has notified Health Canada? Has the product been sold in Puerto Rico? Hasn't the firm received 3 
reported deaths including the one in Canada? More if they include the death that is unrelated to a fall from mid
air but they don't qualify their statement about incidents, injuries and deaths. If they want to only talk about the 
U,S, incidents related to this problem we should add some modifying language to make that clear or else the 
media will be constantly saying the numbers are wrong. 

Just my two-cents, 

Richard 

*************************************************** 

Richard L, Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products 
U,S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

From: MS1354@aol.com [mailto:MS1354@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 6:19 PM 
To: Mullan, John G.; Stern, Richard L.; Vallese, Julie M. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Proposed Wego Press Release 

I've attached the firm's proposed press release. They would like it to issue Wednesday afternoon. Their 800 
number will be operational at noon tomorrow. The customers will receive notice in the morning to stop sale. 

The release is in a narrative form per discussion with counsel for the firm, i can live with the heading (if Julie 
can - since they include recall throughout the body of the release), I dont like the line about product not being 
defective and believe they should delete that line per my comment in the release. If you have some alternative 
language, please let me know. 
Thanks 

+ + * + + 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

hot necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

Tuesday, July 11, 2006 America Online: MS 1354 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov
mailto:MS1354@aol.com
mailto:MS1354@aol.com
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C^f^^ 2 - ^ i 2-̂  f" 
From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 
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7/05/06. Woman injured incite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. , Page 1 of 1 

Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L, 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006,2:53 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J, 

Subject: FW: kite tube incident count 

Importance: High 

Official count. She is not including CA death (we discussed) or Canada death. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
wv\w,cpsc,gov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is avi/are of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/12/2006 

http://www.cpscgov


7/05/06. Woman injured in-kite tubing accident. Union Lake^MI. Page 2 of 2 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get 
us an official count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www,cpsc,gov 

7/12/2006 5^5 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R, 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12;01 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J, 
Subject: Out of Office AutoReply: Advisory issued on tube kite accidents,doc 

I will be working away from the office on 7/11. I will try to check my email and voice 
mail periodically. 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L, 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 9:22 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Bell, Belinda V. 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 9:13 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Tube Kiting Incident 

I have obtained a photocopy of this article. It happened in the Bahamas. It clearly 
describes (but doesn't'name) a Wego kite tube, and refers to the "Don't go higher than 
you're willing to fall" statement as well as to telltale markings on the Wego. It says he 
fell from "like four stories high" and couldn't get out of bed for two days after. 

Unfortunately, we can't assign it because it happened in the Bahamas. 

Original Message 
From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 1:16 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:44 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: Fw: Tube Kiting Incident 

************************* 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 

http://www.cpsc.gov
http://www.cpsc.gov


From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

FYI, 

We really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our anti-kite tubing 
message. :-) 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006. 11:33 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After 
his mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days. 

Mary 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Kroh, Mary A. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see 
a news story on it? 

Thank you. 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent:. Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J,. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

Are you' aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting 
accident? 

Mary Kroh 



Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 9:00 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: REVIUSED 

Please make sure you print out all emails between you and the firm so I can put those into the case 
file. Or if you prefer I can give you the case file. I want to make sure we have everything in the record. 
Thanks 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

—Original Message— 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: IVlonday, July 10, 2006 7:42 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Bell, Belinda V.; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: Re: REVIUSED 

Unfortunately for CPSC to be out in front of this story and to get it announced Wednesday, this is the 
language I agreed to for notice to distributors and the consumers whose names are known to the 
firm. The draft press release is being developed with the firm now. If you have a draft recall poster I 
will send it to the firm. The notice to stop sale is likely to be issued in the morning. 
********************* 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520-work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

—Original Message— 
From: Topka, Tanya L. 
To: Bell, Belinda V.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Mon Jul 10 19:15:38 2006 
Subject: RE: REVIUSED 

I am not satisfied with this language at all but I guess it is a done deal. This language makes it sound 
like it is not a problem. Also the consumer letter is missing immediately stop using the product. Oh 
well... 

http://www.cpscgov


From: Bell, Belinda V. 
Sent: Mon 7/10/2006 5:39 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: RE: REVIUSED 

Marc, 

I am concerned about the language in these retailer and consumer letters. I always thought that the 
language in these letters mirrored closely the language in the press release. 

Seems like they should at least say add that they are investigating the incidents. The way its written 
now, makes it sound like those incidents are a closed matter. 

Also, the way its written now, with Commission in the same sentence as "are defective or reasonably 
dangerous", could lead the reader to believe that we Commission doesn't believe its defective either. 
If the firm wants to say that it should at least spell out "SportsstufF' does not believe, rather than say 
"it". Change the nouns around. We could rewrite the sentences. 

If we go along with only this language now, won't the firm try to hold us to that same language later. 

Belinda 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:35 PM 
To: Bell, Belinda V.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: REVIUSED 

Marc J. Schoem 



Deputy Director 

Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 

301-504-7520-phone 

240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Michael J. Gidding [mailto:MJG(gbrown-gidding.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:32 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: 

Michael J. Gidding, Esquire 

Brown & Gidding, P.C. 

3201 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. 

St. 242 

Washington, DC 20016 

Telephone: 202-237-6008 

Fax: 202-237-5259 

This electronic message is intended for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed, 
and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, 
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-
mail or by telephone at 202-237-6008, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments 
without reading or saving them to disk. Thank you. 

SJ2 

mailto:MJG(gbrown-gidding.com


Page I of 1 

Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 8:54 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Sportsstuff 

Marc, 

I assume since you are attempting to get the press release out tomorrow or Thursday then you will want to send 
out a accept cap package to gidding. I think it is appropriate since you handled all the negotiations on this case to 
have the accept cap package come from you. I can prepare the things electronically and email to you for your 
signature. I do not know all the things you negotiated with the firm so I suggest I provide to you electronically so 
you can add or change things at your leisure but you have all the basic things that are necessary for the package. 
Let me know what your decision is on this matter 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/11/2006 i2'33 

http://www.cpscgov


Kite Tube Photos from the vict-"-«-Waukesha County Sheriffs Car in the-'background (311) Page 1 of 1 

Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 7:13 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Bell, Belinda v. 

Subject: FW: Kite Tube Photos from the victim-Waukesha County Sheriffs Car in the background (311) 

Attachments: DSC_0311.JPG; DSC_0294.JPG 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Mon 7/10/2006 3:58 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Kite Tube Pliotos from the victim-Waukesha County Sheriffs Car in the background (311) 

Just for reference, interesting photos taken just before a Wl broken femur incident (on the lake 
I live walking distance from) 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius@:CPM.gov 

From: Fredrick, Christina M 
Sent: Mon 7/10/2006 2:51 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: Kite Tube Photos from the victim-Waukesha County Sheriffs Car in the background (311) 

«DSC_0311.JPG» 

«DSC_0294.JPG» 
This one (294) is ofthe victim right before he slammed into the water 

Christina Fredrick, Investigator 
CFIW, Milwaukee Resident Post 
(262)377-9526 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 4:00 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Bell, BelindaV. 

Subject: RE: CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVLEDGED 

Can I send this to Mike Gidding? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office o f Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:09 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Bell, Belinda V.; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVLEDGED 
Importance: High 

As you requested Marc, here is my suggested corrective action plan: 

Company Action 
Press Release 
Video News Release (showing product in "action" and also company demonstrating how to disable for recall) 
Contact all retailers and have posters in all stores 
Try to get major retailers like Wal-Mart, Bass Pro Shops, and Target to post recall notice on their web site 
Post recall notice on Sportsstuffs web site 
Hotline for recall 
Contact Coast Guard so they can send out to their stations 
Contact National Park Service and Army Corp of Engineers to notify 
Put a posting on Trailer Boats Message Board http://bgard..s,trailerboats^^ 
Contact the following organizations (I have all the contact information): Drowning Prevention Foundation, Center 
for Injury Prevention Policy and Practice, United States Swim School Assn,, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
AAPAR Council on Aquatics, CA Dept. of Boating and Waterways, National Recreation and Park Association, 
National Safe Boating Council. 

CPSC action 
All Field Investigators to contact individuals they contacted in the IDIs on these cases and notify them of the recall 
I will personally contact the Water Sports Association and send them the recall notice 
Monitor recall effectiveness with retail and consumer checks (about 20) 
Contact Ebay with recall and stop sale notice 
Marcia Kerr will get notice out to the Drowning Prevention Association that she has worked with (and given the 
warning notice to) 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/13/2006 237 

http://bgard..s,trailerboats%5e%5e
http://www.cpscgov
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M c l n e r n e y , S tephen 

From: nike6giri@aol,com 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 3:19 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Re: kite tubing 

whoever would want to go on one of those things is crazy!! 11 that things lifts u in the air like a 
kite.... (hence a KITE tube) hahahah.. t im mcgraw did this????? 

love m e 

also tha t kid that died from frostburg hes from mo co.. silver spring, he went to polotti high shool. 
ask brad if he knows him., hes more his age... dan f rank>> is his name 
love me. . 

Original Message i 
From: Schoem, Marc J. <MSchoem@cpsc.gov> 
To: nike6girl@aol.com 
Sent: Mon, 10 Jul 2006 14:49:24 -0400' 
Subject: FW: kite tubing 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office o f Compiiance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-63S-6955 - cell 

From: skweatherington@agfc.state.ar.us [mailto:skweatherington@agfc.state.ar.us] 
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 10:14 AM 
To: Schmidt, Bruce 
Subject: FW: kite tubing 

Bruce, 

This is a video clip that mentions the fatality accident in Texas involving kite tubing. 
http://www.kuh/,com/video/?id=16155(5).kutv.dayport,com 

Steph 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

7/12/2006 

mailto:MSchoem@cpsc.gov
mailto:nike6girl@aol.com
mailto:skweatherington@agfc.state.ar.us
mailto:skweatherington@agfc.state.ar.us
http://www.kuh/,com/video/?id=16155(5).kutv.dayport,com
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not necessarily represent those of the U,S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission, 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 

Check out AOL.com today. Breaking news, video search, pictures, email and IM. All on demand. 
Always Free. 

7/12/2006 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp
http://AOL.com


Fwd: Re: [Education] Kite tubJ-^; question Page 1 of 3 

Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 2:21 PM 

To: Bell, Belinda V.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: From the Daily Oklahoman 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301.504-7594 
www,cpsc,gov 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 2:14 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: From the Daily Oklahoman 

just FYI 

From: Tim Smalley [mailto:Tim.Smalley@dnr.state.mn.us] 
Sent: Mon 7/10/2006 1:12 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: From the Daily Oklahoman 

Publication:The Oklahoman;Date: Jun 30, 2006;Section:Weather;Page Number:22 

Corps bans kite tubing on state lakes 
Uncontrollable water sport blamed for serious injuries, two 
fatalities 

By Chad Previch, Staff Writer Chad Previch: 475-3465, cprevich@oklahoman.com 

TULSA — The U,S. Army Corps of Engineers has issued a ban at all its Oklahoma lakes on a new water sport 
called kite tubing, 

A large tube is pulled by a speedboat and as wind catches the tube, it soars into the air. If anything goes 
wrong, such as a wind shift, the tubes can crash into the water at speeds in excess of 50 mph, said Ross 
Adkins, corps spokesman, 

'They're just towed by a single rope and when they get airborne, there is no controlling them," Adkins said, 
"You've seen how a kite will just take a dive to the ground, and that's what they're doing," 

2\ 
7/13/2006 

mailto:Tim.Smalley@dnr.state.mn.us
mailto:cprevich@oklahoman.com


Fwd: Re: [Education] Kite tub-'^o question - Page 2 of 3 

There have been two serious kite tubing accidents in Oklahoma, three in Arkansas and one in Texas, There 
have been two deaths, Adkins said. Neither of those was in Oklahoma. 

The ban covers all of Oklahoma, the southern half of Kansas and northern Texas. The Corps oversees 28 
lakes i n Oklahoma. 

Adkins said this is the first year kite tubes have been spotted in Oklahoma. "It's just so dangerous that we 
feel... we can't do anything else but ban them from our lakes," he said. 

Victim wants sales stopped 

Ryan Ecker, 30, said he's glad the ban has occurred. He works at David's Sport Center in Oklahoma City and 
racked up $8,000 in medical bills after crashing a kite tube into the water He broke two ribs, bruised his legs 
and suffered a concussion. "It about sent me to my death," he said. "I mean, it destroyed me. It's why we quit 
selling them. It's insane. It's just ridiculous." He was injured while kite tubing May 31 at Northwood Lake in 
Piedmont. His store stopped selling the tubes in the spring. The kite tubes cost about $500 and are about 10 
feet in diameter, Ecker said. Since his crash, Ecker called the president of the company that manufactures them 
and asked that it stop selling the tubes. Mark Brown of the Oklahoma Lake Patrol said his department supports 
the ban, "There's something that needs to be looked into so the public doesn't get injured more than they 
already have," he said, 

Timothy M. Smalley 
MN DNR Boating Education Coordinator 
(651)259-5354 
Take the official Minnesota boating safety course on-line at 
http: / / boat-ed .com/m n/ 
» > "Blasius, Dennis R." <DBIasius@cpsc.gov> 7/8/2006 10:25 AM >>> 
thanks Tim 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph. # 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasi us@cpsc.gov 

From: Tim Smalley [mailto:Tim.Smalley@dnr.state.mn.us] 
Sent: Sat 7/8/2006 9:28 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: Fwd: Re: [Education] Kite tubing question 

Iowa reports one kite tube accident with broken leg and ankle. 
Tim 

Timothy M. Smalley 
MN DNR Boating Education Coordinator 
(651)259-5354 
Take the official Minnesota boating safety course on-line at 
httR://boat-ed,c.orr)/rnn/ 

7/13/2006 
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Fwd: Re: [Education] Kite tuh-"'J question - Page 3 of 3 

* * + • * • * : 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are.solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Comm;L ssion. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent' 

to you automatically via Inter.net e-mail, as they are released by 

CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web p-age: .h..t.tp.L/../..w.w.w. c^ 
***** 

7/13/2006 

http://Inter.net
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Bell, Belinda V. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 1:33 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J, 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L, 

Subject: Priviledged and confidential 

Marc, 

FYI , 

Kite tube info from IDl's -Nearly every consumer had the similar experience. 

1. The instruction video it says that boat operator should go only between 10-20 
mph. However, the kite tube cannot take flight unless the boat is traveling at least 
25 mph. Also, in the instruction video, it consistently shows boat operators going 
between 30-40mph to get the product airbome. 

2. While flying between 5-10 feet high, a wind came up from imdemeath the product 
and lifted the product approximately 20 feet into the air. 

Then product began wobbling from side to side, and suddenly and rapidly nosedived 
into the water with the victim still in the product. 
From this scenario, one consumer suffered four fractured ribs, another a vertebrae 

fracture. 

3. while kite tube is airbome, its difficult to steer or confrol. 

4. product becomes unstable while in the air (begins rocking left to right) and 
becomes difficult to hold onto the handles. Consumer thrown off. 

5. rider has no way to communicate with spotter or boat operator once he is in the 
air. This is because the clear window positioned near the 

front ofthe product, fogs up and the rider cannot see or speak to /hear the spotter or 
boat operator. 

7/12/2006 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Topka, Tanya L, 
Monday, July 10, 2006 1:14 PM 
Schoem, Marc J. 
RE: IDI Number: 060628CWE5430 

Todd is going to try but it is kind of late in the day. If it doesn't come today, I can 
get it scanned and email it to them. No sense holding up the other three. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 1:13 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: RE: IDI Number: 060628CWE5430 

Ok will it be ready today? I am having a CPSC messenger take the IDl's over. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone . 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Topka, Tanya L. . 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 1:12 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: IDI Number: 060628CWE5430 

This is the WI fatality. I am having this one purged as well to be sent to Gidding. Then 
he will have both the TX and WI fatality. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From:' Ross, Robin M. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:17 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: IDI Number: 060628CWE5430 

IDI is from investigator ID: 9068 - Rosemary Perrizo 

A 42-year-old male died when the kite tube he was riding on lifted up to 4 feet and then 
suddenly crashed into the water. The victim hit the water and was knocked unconscious. 
He regained consciousness but then went into.cardiac arrest at the hospital. The victim 
was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a lacerated spleen, a bruised liver and a 
hematoma. An autopsy was performed and the cause of death was listed as exsanguination, 
severed hepatic artery and blunt force trauma. 

If you wish to view the entire IDI click on the link below, 
file://p:\cpscpriv\pdfdocs\idi\2006\cwe\062854 30.pdf 

Sf5' 

http://www.cpscgov
http://www.cpsc.gov
file://p:/cpscpriv/pdfdocs/idi/2006/cwe/062854


Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Topka, Tanya L. 
Monday, July 10, 2006 1:12 PM 
Schoem, Marc J. 
FW: IDI Number: 060628CWE5430 

This is the WI fatality. I am having this one purged as well to be sent to Gidding. 
he will have both the-TX and WI fatality. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Then 

Original Message 
From: Ross, Robin M. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:17 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: IDI Number: 060628CWE5430 

Ingle, Robin L. 

IDI is from investigator ID: 9068 - Rosemary Perrizo 

A 42-year-old male died when the kite tube he was riding on lifted up to 4 feet and then 
suddenly crashed into the water. The victim hit the water and was knocked unconscious. 
He regained consciousness but then went into cardiac arrest at the hospital. The victim 
was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a lacerated spleen, a bruised liver and a 
hematoma. An autopsy was performed and the cause of death was listed as exsanguination, 
severed hepatic artery and blunt force trauma. 

If you wish to view the entire IDI click on the link below, 
file://p:\cpscpriv\pdfdocs\idi\2006\cwe\06285430.pdf 

S(i 

http://www.cpsc.gov
file://p:/cpscpriv/pdfdocs/idi/2006/cwe/06285430.pdf


Page 1 of 1 

Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:28 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Bell, Belinda V.; Mullan, John G.; Stern, Richard L. 

Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube 

I contacted Todd Stevenson and he is going to work on the Sportsstuff completed IDIs for Gidding/Brown. He 
stated I should have by the end of today. I will let you know when I receive the purged documents. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S, CPSC 
301-504-7594 
v\/ww,cpsc,gov 

7/12/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R, 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:02 AM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Sportsstuff inc. background 

Attachments: ST1, pdf 

Briefly: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. filed as a privately held domestic corporation in the State of Nebraska in July 1987. 
They are headquartered at 11213 E. Circle, Suite A, Omaha, NE 68137, ph. #888-814-8833, ph. #402-
592-9085, fax #402-592-1354. They have approximately 30 employees. 

Leroy L. Peterson is the Chairman ofthe Board and is also the registered agent. He uses the same Hqs 
contact address for legal service. He's 63 years old. The Corporate Secretary is Erica S. Peterson; it 
appears this may be his daughter. They all live in Qmeiha, NE proper. 

The President is James J. Koranda (57 years old I believe); the Treasurer/Director is also listed as James 
J. Koranda, but there is a 30 year old son with the same name (Jr) and he may be involved and hold 
some of these titles. These two families control the corporation. 

They are in the business of wholesaling inflatable sports products. They apparently own the "Banana 
Cabana" brand name; they market a large variety of inflatable tow toys and floating toys vmder that 
brand name. The Wego kite tube is new of coTirse. Their 2004 estimated revenues were 12.9 million. 
The have an excellent credit rating and have no late debts. That's the most recent financial data I can 
locate without getting more in-depth. 

The two civil suits I could locate quickly was a 1998 lawsuit in which Sportstuff Inc. and 10+ other 
firms were sued for negligence in San Diego, CA by Christopher Freeman, and a 1999 suit filed in 
Lancaster Cotmty, NE by Lloyd Smith. I'd guess that anything related to Wego hasn't yet been filed or 
doesn't yet show up in the databases. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius@cpsc.gov 

7/12/2006 

mailto:dblasius@cpsc.gov


Search - 6 Results - comv̂  y(sportsstuff inc) i Page 1 of 2 

Form: All Guided Search Forms > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff inc) (Edit Search | Suggest Terms for My Search^ 

-TSelect for FOCUS™ or Delivery 

US Business Directory 

Copyright 2006 infoUSA.com, Inc. 
US Business Directory 

SPORTSSTUFF I N C 
11213 E C I R # A 

OMAHA, NE 68137-1243 UNITED STATES 
TEL: 402-592-9085 FAX: 402-592-1354 

ABI-NO: 309716009 

COUNTY: 31055 DOUGLAS 

POPULATION: 250,000 - 499,999 EE 

CARRIER-CODE: COOl 

PR I -S IC : 509111 SPORTING GOODS-WHOLESALE 

2 N D - S I C : 394923 SPORTING & ATHLETIC GOODS NEC (MFRS) 

LOC-SALES: 20,000,000 - 49,999,999 GG 

LOC-EMPLOYEES: 30 

PAR-EMPLOYEES: UNKNOWN 

BUSINESS-ORG: FIRM 

EXECUTIVES: LEROY PETERSON, OWNER 
GORDON HARTING, VP FINANCE 
RICK HULL, VP SALES 

A D - S I Z E : REGULAR LISTING 

CREDIT: VERY GOOD 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: May 10, 2006 

Form: M.QMide.d_Sea.rch.Famis > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff inc) (Edit Search | Suggest Terms for IVIy Search) 

View: Full 
Date/Time: Monday, July 10, 2006 - 8:05 AM EDT 

A.b.o..ut,Lex..i.sN..e.xi.s | lerms & Co.n.d.i.tio.n.s 
L(6XisN©XiS® Copyright © 2006 LexisNexIs, a division of Reed Elseyier Inc. All rights 

reserved. 

/i 
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Search - 6 Results - comp ^ (sportsstuff inc) Page 1 of3 

Form: All Guided Search Forms > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff inc) (Edit Search j Suggest Terms for My Search) 

^Select for FOCUS™ or Delivery 

Experian Business Reports, 6/5/1999, SPORTSSTUFF INC 

Copyright 1999 Experian Information Solutions, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 

Experian Business Reports 

June 5, 1999 

FILE ESTABLISHED: May 1, 1989 

SPORTSSTUFFINC 

11213 E CIR 
OMAHA, NE 68137-1230 

UNITED STATES 

^ : * ^ : i f * * * * * * COMMUNICATIONS * * * * * * * * * * 
TELEPHONE: 402-592-9085 
URL: http://www.smartbusinessreports.com/Main.aspx?link=1009 

* * * * * * * * * * COMPANY IDENTIFIERS * * * * * * * * * * 
EXPERIAN FILE NUMBER: V06793186 

BUSINESS ANALYSIS: 
TRADE PAYMENT EXPERIENCES: 
(TRADE LINES WITH AN '*' ARE NEWLY REPORTED) 

BUSINESS DATE 
CATEGORY REPTD 

CELLUL/PAG 04/01/99 
Payment Terms: NET 
Comments: CUST 2 YR 
-l-FRGHT 02/28/99 
FWRD 
Payment Terms: NET 30 
TRANSPORTN 05/18/99* 
Payment Terms: NET 15 
Comments: ACCTCLOSED 

RECENT ACCOUNT STATUS 
HIGH -DAYS PAST DUE-

LAST CREDIT BALANCE 1 - 3 1 - 6 1 -
SALE $ $ CUR 30 60 90 91-f-
02/99 300 

800 800 100% 

FOOTNOTES: -l- IN FIRST COLUMN INDICATES COMPANY IS PAYING FASTER THAN THE 
INDUSTRY NORM; 
- IN FIRST COLUMN INDICATES COMPANY IS PAYING SLOWER THAN THE INDUSTRY NORM; 
= IN FIRST COLUMN INDICATES COMPANY PAYS THE SAME AS THE INDUSTRY NORM; 
<,> SIGNS INDICATE TRUE HIGH CREDIT OR BALANCE IS < OR > AMOUNT SHOWN 

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT EXPERIENCES: 

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=5180e9fd8813220191 ebd757e6e87a09&searc... 7/10/2006 

http://www.smartbusinessreports.com/Main.aspx?link=1009
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Search - 6 Results - comji ^'(sportsstuff inc) Page 2 of3 

(TRADE LINES WITH AN '*' ARE NEWLY REPORTED) 

BUSINESS DATE LAST 

CATEGORY REPTD SALE 

-HTEMP HELP 05/22/98 

Payment Terms: VARIED 

TRADE PAYMENT TOTALS: 

CONTINUOUSLY REPORTED: 2 
DBT: N/A 
NEWLY REPORTED: 1 
DBT: N/A 
TRADE UNE TOTALS: 3 
DBT: N/A 
HIGHEST CREDIT MEDIAN: USD 600 

RECENT ACCOUNT STATUS 

HIGH -DAYS PAST DUE-
CREDIT BALANCE 1 - 3 1 - 6 1 -

$ $ CUR 30 60 90 91 + 

600 600 100% -

RECENT ACCOUNT STATUS 
HIGH -DAYS PAST DUE-

CREDIT BALANCE 1 - 3 1 - 6 1 -
$ $ CUR 30 60 90 91 + 

1,100 800 100% 

1,100 800 100% 

PAYMENT TRENDS: 

AS OF 
05/99 
04/99 
03/99 
02/99 
01/99 
12/98 

BUSINESS 
DBT 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

BALANCE 

$ 
800 
900 
900 
600 
600 
600 

CUR 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

-DAYS PAST DUE-
1- 3 1 - 6 1 -

30 60 90 91+ 

PAYMENT HISTORY - QUARTERLY AVERAGES: 

DBT 
lST-Q-99 

4TH-Q-98 

3RD-Q-98 

2ND-Q-98 

lST-Q-98 

BALANCE 

$ 
800 
600 

<100 
<100 
<100 

CUR 

100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

-DAYS PAST DUE-
1- 3 1 - 6 1 -

30 60 90 91-

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE FILINGS (UCC): 

Date Filed: 11/18/1997 

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=5180e9fd8813220191ebd757e6e87a09&searc... 7/10/2006 
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Type: UCC-FILED 

Document Number: 9997750536 

Filing Location: SEC OF STATE NEBRASK 

Collateral: EQUIP 

Original Document Number: 9997750536 

UCC COLLATERAL COUNTS: 

COMPANY HAS 1 UCC FILINGS WITH 1 COLLATERAL ITEM(S) 

I N Q U I R I E S : 

S IC D e s c r i p t i o n 

2600 FINCLSVCS 

TOTAL 
06/99 
06/99 

2 3 
1 
1 

LOAD-DATE: May 30, 2006 

Form: All Guided Search Forms > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff Inc) (Edit Search j Suggest Terms for My Search) 

View: Full 
Date/Time: Monday, July 10, 2006 - 8:09 AM EDT 
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L€XisN6XiS® Copyright © 2006 LexisNexis, a diyision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 

reserved. 
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Form: All GujdMjSea.rch Fonris > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff inc) (Edit.Se.arch | Suggest TennsJgrMy._.S.e.arch 

^Select for FOCUS™ or Delivery 

c 
Gale Brands, 2006, SPORTSSTUFF INC. 

Copyright 2006 Gale Research, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 

Brands and Their Companies 

2006 

SPORTSSTUFF I N C . 

11213 E Cir. A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

USA 

* * * * * * * * * * COMMUNICAT IONS * * * * * * * * * * 
URL: ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

* * * * * * * * * * DESCRIPTION * * * * * * * * * * 

Sporting goods 

* * * * * * * * * * MARKET A N D INDUSTRY * * * * * * * * * * 
S IC CODES: 
3944 - Games, Toys & Children's Vehicles 
p r o C L A S S I F I C A T I O N : 
28 - Toys and Sporting Goods 
VENDOR ASSIGNED SIC: 
3949 - Sporting 8i Athletic Goods Nee 
PRODUCTS: BANANA CABANA 

CROSS REFERENCE: 

BANANA CABANA 

LOAD-DATE: February 28, 2006 

Form: All Guided Search Forms > Company 
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View: Full 
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Form: MG-Uiled Search Forms > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff inc) (Edit Search j Suggest Terms for My Search) 

-TSelect for FOCUS™ or Delivery 

Company Briefs-Gale Group, 02 /23 /2006 , Sportsstuff Inc. 

Copyright 2006 Gale Group, Inc. , All Rights Reserved 
Company Briefs-Gale Group 

February 23, 2006 

S p o r t s s t u f f I n c . 

11213 E Cir. Ste. A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

United States 

* * * * * * * * * * COMMUNICATIONS * * * * * * * * * * 
TELEPHONE: (402) 592-9085 
FAX: (402)592-1354 

* * * * * * * * * * COMPANY IDENTIF IERS * * * * * * * * * * 
GALE COMPANY N O : 0001234783 

* * * * * * * * * * COMPANY INFORMATION * * * * * * * * * * 
INCORPORATION DATE: January, 1987 
LEGAL STATUS: Private Company, Headquarters Location 
EMPLOYEES: 26 (Company Informat ion) 

* * * * * * * * * * EXECUTIVES * * * * * * * * * * 

OFFICERS 

NAME TITLE POSIT ION 

Leroy Peterson Chairman o f t h e Board Chief Executive Officer 

OTHER EXECUTIVES 

NAME TITLE POSIT ION 

Brian Pomicter Manager 

* * * * * * * * * * DESCRIPTION * * * * * * * * * * 
Wholesale; Wholesales inflatable sports products 

* * * * * * * * * * MARKET A N D INDUSTRY * * * * * * * * * * 
NAICS CODES: 
423910 - Sporting and Recreational Goods and Supplies Merchant Wholesalers 
SIC CODES: 
5091 - Sporting & Recreational Goods & Supply 
PRODUCTS: Sportsstuff - Toys 

* * * * * * * * * * F INANCIALS * * * * * * * * * * 

FISCAL YEAR DATE:' December 3 1 , 2004 

SALES ( M i l l USD) SOURCE EMPLOYEES 

2004 $12.90 Estimate 26 

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=ec5701baf02683263f31c7cf2740397e&search... 7/10/2006 
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2003 $12.90 Estimate 26 

2002 $13.90 Estimate 28 

LOAD-DATE: February 24, 2006 

Form: All Guided Search Forms > Company 
Terms: company(sportsstuff Inc) (Edit Search | Suggest Terms for My Search) 

View; Full 
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Form: M..G.uided Se.arch_Form.s > Company 
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•fSelect for FOCUS™ or Delivery 

E 
CIUS, 2/23/2006, Sportsstufflnc. 

Copyright 2006 Information Access Company, a Thomson Corporation Company 
lAC (SM) Company Intelligence ® — U.S. 

February 23, 2006 

Sportsstuff Inc. 

11213 E Cir. Ste. A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

United States 

: t c * * * * * * * * * COMMUNICATIONS * * * * * * * * * * 
TELEPHONE: (402) 592-9085 
FAX: (402)592-1354 

* * * * * * * * * * COMPANY IDENTIFIERS * * * * * * * * * * 
lAC-ACC-NO: 0001234783 

* * * * * * * * * * COMPANY INFORMATION * * * * * * * * * * 
INCORPORATION DATE: 1987 
LEGAL STATUS: Private Company, Headquarters Location 
EMPLOYEES: 26 (Company Information) 

* * * * * * * * * * EXECUTIVES * * * * * * * * * * 

NAME ROLE 
Leroy Peterson, Chairman of the Board Chief Executive Officer 

* * * * * * * * * * DESCRIPTION * * * * * * * * * * 
Wholesale: Wholesales inflatable sports products 

* * * * * * * * * * MARKET AND INDUSTRY * * * * * * * * * * 
NAICS CODES: 
423910 - Sporting and Recreational Goods and Supplies Merchant Wholesalers 
SIC CODES: 
5091 - Sporting & Recreational Goods & Supply 

* * * * * * * * * * FINANCIALS * * * * * * * * * * 
FISCAL YEAR DATE: December 31 , 2004 

REVENUES: $12.9 M 
REVENUE TYPE: SALES 
REVENUE SOURCE: Estimate 

Return 
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)JEBRA^K 
Corporation and Business Entity Searches 

2f 

Isiffneg!^ 

F r i J u l 7 1 4 : 3 5 : 0 6 2006 

For Letters of Good Standing ($6.50) and/or images 
($0.45 per page) of documents filed with the Secretary 
of State please click the corresponding service below: Backio Search Results 

Pay Services: 
Online Images of Filed Documents | Good Standing Documents 

Entity Name SOS Account Number 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 0909593 

Principal Office Address Registered Agent and Office Address 

11213 E CIRCLE STE A 
OMAHA, NE 

LEROY PETERSON 
SUITE A 
11213 E CIRCLE 
OMAHA,, NE 681370000 

Nature of Business Entity 
Type Date Filed Account Status 

IMPORTER EXPORTER OF 
SPORTING GOODS 

Domestic Jul 02 1987 
Corp 

Active 

Corporation Position Name Address 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Director 

JAMES J KORANDA 

ERICA S PETERSON 

JAMES J KORANDA 

JAMES J KORANDA 

1205 N 126TH ST 
OMAHA, NE 681540000 

4669 POPPLETON AVE 
OMAHA, NE 681060000 

1205 N 126TH ST 
OMAHA, NE 681540000 

1205 N I26TH ST 
OMAHA, NE 681540000 

https://www.nebraska.gov/sos/corp/corpsearch.cgi?acct-number=0909593 7/7/2006 

https://www.nebraska.gov/sos/corp/corpsearch.cgi?acct-number=0909593
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Director LEROY L PETERSON 
1301 SIOIST #301 
OMAHA, NE 68124 

Pay Services: 
To add an i tem to your shopping cart, please check the check box and click 
"Add I tems to Cart" button at the bottom of the page. 

- Images of Filed Documents 
If a check box is visible, the document may be retrieved online, otherwise you must contact 
the Secretary of State's office to obtain a copy ofthe document. 
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Letter of Good Standing 

W. I want to order an online/electronic Letter of Good Standing $6.50 
for the Corporation which is immediately available for viewing or 
printing from my desktop. 

Certificate of Good Standing 

11; I want to order a Certificate of Good Standing for the $ 10.00 
Corporation which contains the State Seal and signature ofthe 
Secretary of State. The certificates are mailed from the Secretary 
of State's office within 2-3 business days. 

Click Here to view FAQ for explanation for requesting a Letter of 
Good Standing available online or Certificate of Good Standing 
available from Secretary of State's office. 

Select All ] Select None (.""•"""" " ^ ' ^ 0 

Back to Top 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:45 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: kite tubing accidents 

I'll get o n it Monday. Have a good weekend! 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Fri 7/7/2006 2:43 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: RE: kite tubing accidents 

Generally, I'd have to say no, though we won't have enough info to complete a state-by-state analysis until the 
IDIs are in. Unfortunately, when we get reports of incidents, people don't always tell us the state the incident 
occurs in, especially when reporting on the web. However, I've generally assumed the incidents occur in the 
victim's home state. It's possible that state borders will make for some interesting situations, especially in AZ/UT 
and possibly NC/VA. 

That being said, this list includes some we don't have. We don't have anything in Arkansas, Virginia, Tennessee 
or South Dakota. I would pursue those if it were up to me... 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:28 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: kite tubing accidents 

Does this generally match with what we have? the seven in Arkansas don't sound familiar. We can start 
contacting these states next week... 

From: Tim Smalley [mailto:Tim.Smalley@dnr.state.mn.us] 
Sent: Fri 7/7/2006 8:54 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tubing accidents 

Hi Dennis - 1 did a quick survey of my counterparts in other states about who has kite tubing accidents on the 
books so far -

3 in AZ 
1 CA (fatal) 

%2 
7/12/2006 
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1 Wise (fetal) 
4NC 
ITenn 
1 Virginia • collapsed lung, torn liver 
lUT 
7AR 
ISD 
lOH 
4 (maybe 5 if the one in Tower gets to us) 

Tim 

Timothy M. Smalley 
MN DNR Boating Education Coordinator 
(651) 259-5354 
Take the official Minnesota boating safety course on-line at 
http://boat-ed.com/mn/ 

Uiiless otherwise s t a t e d , any views or opinions expressed in t h i s 

e-mail (and any attachments) are s o l e l y those of the author and do 

not n e c e s s a r i l y r epresen t those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. 

Copies of product r e c a l l and product s a f e t y information can be sent 

to you au tomat ica l ly via I n t e r n e t e -mai l , as they are. r e l e a s e d by 

CPSC. To subscr ibe or unsubscr ibe to t h i s s e rv i ce go t o the following 

web page: h t t p : / / w w w . c p s c . g o v / c p s c l i s t . a s p 

7/12/2006 

http://boat-ed.com/mn/
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:28 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: FW: kite tubing accidents 

Does this generally match with what we have? the seven in Arkansas don't sound familiar. We can start 
contacting these states next week... 

From: Tim Smalley [mailto:Tim.Smalley@dnr.state.mn.us] 
Sent: Fri 7/7/2006 8:54 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tubing accidents 

Hi Dennis -1 did a quick survey of my counterparts in other states about who has kite tubing accidents on the 
books so far -

3 in AZ 
1 CA (fatal) 
1 Wise (fatal) 
4NC 
ITenn 
1 Virginia - collapsed lung, torn liver 
1 UT 
7AR 
ISD 
l O H 
4 (maybe 5 if the one in Tower gets to us) 

Tim 

Timothy M. Smalley 
MN DNR Boating Education Coordinator 
(651) 259-5354 
Take the official Minnesota boating safety course on-line at 
http:/7boat-ed.com/mn/ 

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 

e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do 

not necessarily represent those of the D-S. Consumer Product Safety, 

Commission. 

Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 

to you automatically via Internet e-mail, as they are released by 

7/12/2006 
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CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 

web page: http: //www, cpsc. gov/cpsclist .asp 

7/12/2006 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 8:11 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H. 
Subject: RE: Incidents 

The official count currently stands at 30 incidents. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Schoem, Marc 3. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:33 PM 
Ingle, Robin L. 
RE: Incidents 

Sorry kite tube Incidents! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:17 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Incidents 

37 what? 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:02 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Incidents 

Can OlPA use 37????? 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:30 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Incidents 

You just left a message siting 37 incidents -1 had 28. Can I use 37 ? 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 7:17 AM 

To; Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Bell, Belinda V.; Gillice, Michelle F. 

Subject: Kite Tube IDIs 

Attachments: IDI Number 060614HCC3603.msg; IDI Number 060614HCC3606.msg; IDI Number 
060707CWE5439.msg 

Kite Tube IDIs 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Staebell, Eugene E. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:54 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: IDI Number: 060614HCC3606 

IDI is from investigator ID: 1947 - Marc M. Bernstein 

A 29 year-old male sustained a C-2 vertebrae fracture in his neck when he fell into the 
water head first after riding his tube kite. A sudden gust of wind caused-him to lose 
control of the tube kite while elevated approximately 20 feet above water. The speed of 
the boat was approximately 35-40 mph, but did not unexpectedly change speeds. 

If you wish to view the entire IDI click bn the link below, 
file://p:\cpscpriv\pdfdocs\idi\2006\hcc\06143606.pdf 

2G1 

file://p:/cpscpriv/pdfdocs/idi/2006/hcc/06143606.pdf


Mclnerney, Stephen 

. From: Barton, Keven J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:16 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: IDI Number: 060707CWE5439 

IDI i s from i n v e s t i g a t o r ID: 9011 - Kathleen L. Bel lenfant 

A 38 year o ld man was k i l l e d when the i n f l a t a b l e k i t e tube he was r i d i n g on h i t another 
boa t . 

If you wish to view the e n t i r e IDI c l i c k on the l i n k below, 
f i l e : / / p : \ cp scp r iv \pd fdocs \ i d i \ 2006 \ cwe \07075439 .pd f 

file://p:/cpscpriv/pdfdocs/idi/2006/cwe/07075439.pdf


Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Staebell, Eugene E. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 9:17 PM 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
IDI Number: 060614HCC3603 

IDI is from investigator ID: 1947 - Marc M. Bernstein 

A 29 year-old male fractured four ribs on his right side ( a total of eight fractures—2 
breaks on each rib), a punctured right lung, and internal bleeding while riding his tube 
kite, and after attaining an elevation between 5-10 feet,' a sudden gust of wind propelled 
him approximately 20 feet into the air, causing the tube kite to become unstable and crash 
into the water with the victim still within the tube kite. 

If you wish to view the entire IDI click on the link below, 
file://p:\cpscpriv\pdfdocs\idi\2006\hcc\06143603.pdf 

file://p:/cpscpriv/pdfdocs/idi/2006/hcc/06143603.pdf


Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:18 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW:. IDI Number: 060707CWE5439 

That other CA death I was talking about 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

Original Message 
From: Barton, Keven J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:16 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: IDI Number: 060707CWE5439 

IDI is from investigator ID: 9011 - Kathleen L. Bellenfant 

A 38 year old man was killed when the inflatable kite tube he was riding on hit another 
boat. 

If you wish to view the entire IDI click on the link below, 
file://p:\cpscpriv\pdfdocs\idi\2006\cwe\07075439.pdf 

http://www.cpscgov
file://p:/cpscpriv/pdfdocs/idi/2006/cwe/07075439.pdf
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:54 PM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Kite tube death in canada 

Here's the article Julie mentioned from Canada, in case you had a hard time locating it: 

From the Guelph (Canada) Mercury: 

Drowning leads to impaired boating charge 

THANA DH/y?MARAJAH 

GUELPH (Jul 6, 2006) 

A Brampton man has been charged with operating a motorboat while impaired following a drowning at 
Belwood Lake near Fergus Tuesday. 

Dennis Persaud, 40, also faces charges of driving while disqualified and failure to comply with his 
probation. 

A bail hearing was scheduled for today at provincial court in Guelph. 

Just after 8 p.m. Tuesday, 38-year-old Glen Buttigieg of Caledon was on a kite tube being towed by a 
motorboat with two men on board when the tube flipped and Buttigieg drovraed, police report. 

The inflatable tube "flies up to about 20 feet," Wellington OPP Constable Keith Robb said yesterday. "It 
was airbome and it flipped over. He jumped from it into the water and went imder." 

Buttigieg, a horse trainer, had come to Belwood Lake with a group of friends. A couple of them had 
been filming from another motorboat while Buttigieg was kite tubing, Robb said. 

They jumped into the water to pull him to the shore, but he was proriounced dead at Groves Memorial 
Community Hospital in Fergus. 

An autopsy was performed yesterday to determine the cause of death, but the results were not available 
at press time. 

Police seized both motorboats at the scene of Tuesday's drowning for further investigation. 

Under new federal legislation, boaters face tough penalties for being under the influence of alcohol. 

These include losing their motor vehicle driver's licence if they're convicted of impaired boating. 

"It is an added punishment to deter people from drinking (and operating a boat)," Robb said. 

7/12/2006 i793 
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Those charged with boating while intoxicated automatically lose their driver's licence for 90 days. 

For a first conviction, a minimum year-long licence suspension is automatic. 

There's a three-year suspension for a second conviction. 

Sindy Parsons, public education manager with the Lifesaving Society —an organization that certifies all 
Canadian lifeguards ~ said people need to think twice before getting behind the wheel of any vehicle, 
including a boat, while drunk. 

"People think because it's a boat, it's different... but people's lives are at risk," she said. 

Parsons said she doesn't believe people are becoming more irresponsible when it comes to water safety, 
but they are becoming more aware of drowning incidents. 

"Water is great fun but we need to be careful around it," she said. "Canadians love to enjoy the water in 
the summer, but drowning is very quick and silent and you can drown in seconds." 

People should remember to wear life-jackets, which will ensure they're kept above water in the event of 
an accident 

Last summer, three people ~ a 40-year-old Kitchener man and two brothers, aged nine and seven, from 
Toronto — drovmed in a small quarry at the Belwood Lake conservation area. 

Prior to those deaths, records show no one had drowned in that vicinity since 1996. 

Dave Schultz, spokesperson for the Grand River Conservation Authority, said in response to last year's 
drowning, the conservation authority started loaning out life-jackets, outfitted beaches with better signs, 
added buoy lines to show where water is more than four feet deep, and emergency telephones. 

However, in Tuesday's kite tubing death, the drowning occurred in circumstances that were beyond the 
conservation authority's jurisdiction, Schultz said. 

"In the lake, when people are on boats, they're under the jurisdiction of federal and provincial laws." 

Nancy Buttigieg, Glen Buttigieg's stepmother prior to a divorce, was saddened by Tuesday's drowning. 

"It's awful, absolutely awful," she said from her home in Innisfil, Ont., her voice choking with emotion. 

She said Buttigieg was knovm for his love of outdoor activities, and one of his passions was riding 
horses. 

"He was an absolute natural," she said, adding it was a love he shared with his father, who trained 
thoroughbred horses for a living. 

Buttigieg had trained his own thoroughbred horses for several races at the Toronto's Woodbine 
Racetrack since at least 1992, Woodbine Entertainment spokesperson John Siscos said. 

However, records showed a gap from 1995 to this year, when Buttigieg trained two. horses. 

7/12/2006 
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One ofthe highlights of his career came in 1994 when Bronze Basque, a four-year-old chestnut gelding, 
won the Fair Play Breeders' Cup. 

.tdhanTi.araj di.@gû ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Kite tube death in canada 

Can we ask Canada to investigate this incident Marc? 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent : Thu 7/6/2006 1:47 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: Kite tube death in canada 

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on Lake Belwood a day or two ago. 
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. 

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up 
article in tomorrow's edition. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

7/12/2006 

http://www.guelphmercury.com
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Nava, Frank J. 
Cc: Cave, Carol J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Kite tube investigations update 

Thank you to everyone in the Field who has been involved in the investigations concerning 
kite-tube products. At this point we have upwards of 30 on-site, priority IDIs assigned. The 
information from these in-person interviews has proved quite valuable and has allowed 
critical information to be obtained about the products involved. 

Unfortunately CPSC is learning of additional injury incidents. For assignments assigned after 
7/06/06 involving Wego Kite Tube products, we no longer need copies of the owner's manuals, 
instructions, or other warning information to be included in the investigative report. We will 
require one photo ofthe Wego product (if the unit is still available) to confirm the manufacturer; 
the consumer may provide this. 

Timeliness is still critical in this rapidly progressing inquiry. We need the completed 
investigative reports as soon as reasonably possible. Investigations assigned after 7/06 do not 
need to be conducted on-site if we can get all relevant information requested in the assignment 
message from a combination ofthe official reports and telephone interviews. Investigators will 
must decide on a case-by-case basis if they need to follow-up their initial telephone interviews 
with the victims, boat operators, spotters, law enforcement or other witnesses with any in-
person interviews. If in doubt, the Investigator should consult with their supervisor or Tanya 
Topka (or me.) 

If the product/manufacturer involved is not known or involves a product other than the Wego 
Kite Tube, please conduct a full on-site investigation and carefully document the product. 

One note: Please obtain the exact length of the tow rope being utilized to pull the kite tube-like 
product at the time of the incident, regardless of brand name or manufacturer. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Offlce of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(fi),cpsc.gov 

7/13/2006 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 

Subject: FW: Kite tube death in canada 

Can we ask Canada to investigate this incident Marc? 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 1:47 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: Kite tube death in canada 

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on Lake Belwood a day or two ago. 
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. 

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up 
article in tomorrow's edition. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wu-eless Handheld 

7/12/2006 

http://www.guelphmercury.com
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

Fronn: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:16 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube 

I do not think he understands the urgency of this case. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Yelenik, Ronald G. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:14 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube 

Tanya, not to worry. We will resolve this by tomorrow, laterst. 

Ron 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:10 PM 
To: Yelenik, Ronald G. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube 

Ron, 
This is a high priority case and Nord is very interested. This is something that needs to be resolved since we will 
be going to PD shortly. I don't care one way or the other but I just wanted you to clarify why Michelle was chosen 
since she is not on my team. 

Tanya Topka, Compiiance Officer 
U.S CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Yelenik, Ronald G. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:02 PM 
To: Yelenik, Ronald G.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Gillice, Michelle F.; Bell, Belinda V. 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube 

Please put this on hold until I have an opportunity to look into this further Thanks. 

Ron 

7/12/2006 5'̂  
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From: Yelenik, Ronald G. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:32 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: GillFce, Michelle F.; Bell, Belinda V. 
Subject: Wego Kite Tube 

Tanya, Michelle was previously assigned to this case. Please work with her on the matter Thanks. 

Ron 

Ronald G. Yelenik 
Senior Attorney 
Office of Compliance, Legal Division 
U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
301-504-7582 (Tel.) 
301-504-0359 (Fax.) 

7/12/2006 
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NEWS from CPSC 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 12, 2006 CPSC Consumer Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #06- CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market 
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily 
recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received 43 complaints, including 12 reports of 
injury and two reports that people have died while using these kite tubes. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
Nevertheless, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff has withdrawn the kite 
tubes from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10 ft wide circular yellow inflatable 
watercraft designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube 
becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. Model 
53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has 
black caution warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and 
crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order 
catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 
2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff 
at (866) 831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to 
learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can also visit the 
firm's web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged 
with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 
15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property 
damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, 
electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's Vv'ork to ensure the 
safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries 
associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 
or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at wvw.cpsc.qov/talk.html. 
To join a CPSC email subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can 
obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

http://www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp
http://www.cpscgov


SAFETY RECALL 
SPORTSSTUFF WEGO KITE TUBES 

Reports of death and serious injury have been received. 

IF YOU HAVE ONE OF THESE KITE TUBES, 

STOP USING IT IMMEDIATELY 

Contact Sportsstuff, Inc. between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time Monday through Friday at 

(866)831-5524 

OR AT 

www.sportsstuff.com 

to learn how to obtain free replacement products or for more 
information. 

In cooperation with the Post through November 30, 2006 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

<2^f 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 13, 2006 
Release #06-210 

Firm's Recall Hotl ine: (866) 831-5524 
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 

CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after 
Reports of Deaths and Injuries 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, 
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a 
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two 
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause 
of the incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this 
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed 
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. 
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning 
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are 
willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can 
also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtmI06/06210.html 7/15/2006 
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 
consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

http://wvnv.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 

c ^ 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:08 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc j;;.Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

Please assign asap with high priority as I requested with the others. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-'7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message-
From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:07 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

And another one! 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:05 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

Original Message . 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A 

07/01/2006 20:02:17 

Name = Ryan Rescheske 
Address = 2115 S. 94th St. ' 
City = West Allis 
State = Wisconsin 
Zip = 53227 
Email = macoy@wi.rr.com 
Telephone = 4146513542 • 
Name of Victim = same 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was on a KITE TUBE and broke my right leg. I was doing exactly 
what i was instructed to do by the video, when i soared to uncontrolable heights and lost 
control. I hit the water with such force that i broke my right femur just below my hip. 
I have done some extinsive surgery, and reabilitation. along with more than 40,000 dollars 
in medical expenses. I know i am not the first to do this, across the nation is just 
lighting up with other kite tube injuries, even DEATH! 

Victim's age at time of incident = 26 

http://www.cpsc.gov
mailto:macoy@wi.rr.com


Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05-07-06 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer =.Wego 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 10:07 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

And a n o t h e r one! 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:05 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, IVIaria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A 

07/01/2006 20:02:17 

Name = Ryan Rescheske 
Address = 2115 S. 94th St. 
City = West Allis 
State = Wisconsin 
Zip = 53227 
Email = macoy@wi.rr.com 
Telephone = 4146513542 
Name of Victim = same 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was on a KITE TUBE and broke my right leg. I was doing exactly 
what i was instructed to do by the video, when i soared to uncontrolable heights and lost 
control. I hit the water with such force that i broke my right femur just below my hip. 
I have done some extinsive surgery, and reabilitation. along with more than 40,000 dollars 
in medical expenses. I know i am not the first to do this, across the nation is, just 
lighting up with other kite tube injuries, even DEATH! 

Victim's age at time of incident = 26 • 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident.= 05-07-06 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 

mailto:macoy@wi.rr.com


Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Importance: 

Topka, Tanya L. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 10:06 AM 
Ingle, Robin L. 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670001A - Kite Tube 

High 

Please assign asap. Try to get a high priority on it so it is completed quickly. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 9:58 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03,. 2006 9:57 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670001A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM 
To: Emerging.Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A 

07/02/2006 19:44:53 

Name of Health Care Professional = Sonja Navarro' Address •= Mecosta CO. ER City = big 
rapids State = Michigan Zip = 49307 Email = SonjaN911@triton.net Telephone = 231-796-8691 

Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State) 
purchased = 

= Product model and serial number = Date product 

Incident Description: Patient on a Kite Tube, was up several feet in the air, kite flipped 
and patient fell off, hitting head on water, sustaining loss of consciousness for several 
seconds. Awoke vomiting. CT scan is negative for bleed, CT C-spine is negative for 
fracture. Diagnoses here in ER: vomiting, concussion with loss of consciousness, and 
cervical neck strain. Injury occurred on Pretty Lake while visiting mother-in-law's at 
15664 Jaeger Dr., Mecos1:a, MI. 

victim's age at time of incident= 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/2/2006 
Name of Victim = Jennings, Shawn 

35 

http://www.cpsc.gov
mailto:SonjaN911@triton.net


Vic t im ' s Address = 723 W. Ridge Ct. 
V ic t im ' s City = Lake Orion 
Vic t im ' s State = Michigan 
Vic t im ' s Zip = 48359 . 
V ic t im ' s Telephone = 248-214-1350 

Product J_nvolved s t i l l a v a i l a b l e = Yes 
Where product loca ted = Aaron Pfau in D e t r o i t , MI area 

^"^1 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 10:05 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670001A - Kite Tube 

I wish I could take that back! ,1 think it **is** a new incident in the same location.. 
This one just happened this weekend. 

Original Message 
From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:02 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A - Kite Tube 

Note that: this is not new — it is a re-report of I0660269A, which is being investigated 
under task number 060620HCC2608. However, this report includes the victim's ,• name and 
contact xnfo , which had been withheld before. 

Original Message 
From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 9:58 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 9:57 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670001A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, • Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A 

07/02/2006 19:44:53 

Name of Health Care Professional = Sonja Navarro Address = Mecosta CO. ER City = big 
rapids State = Michigan Zip = 49307 Email = SonjaN911@triton.net Telephone = 231-796-8691 

Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Manufacturer street address = • 
Place where manufactured (City and State) 
purchased = 

Product model and-serial number = Date product 

Incident Description: Patient on a Kite Tube, was up several feet in the air, kite flipped 
and patient fell off, hitting head on water, sustaining loss of consciousness for several 
seconds. Awoke vomiting. CT scan is negative for bleed, CT C-spine is negative for 
fracture. Diagnoses here in ER: vomiting, concussion with loss of consciousness, and 
cervical neck strain. Injury occurred on Pretty Lake while visiting mother-in-law's at 
15664 Jaeger Dr., Mecosta, MI. . • 

Victim's age at time of incident= 35 
Victim's sex = Male 

mailto:SonjaN911@triton.net


Date of incident = 7/2/2006 
Name of Victim = Jennings, Shawn 
victim's Address = 723 W. Ridge Ct. 
victim's City = Lake Orion 
Victim's State = Michigan 
Victim's Zip = 48359 
victim's Telephone = 248-214-1350 

Product involved still available = Yes 
Where product located = Aaron Pfau in Detroit, MI area 

u 



Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:05 AM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A 

Importance: High 

Robin, 
Please a s s ign for completion asap . CBB p r i o r i t y i f p o s s i b l e . 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Off icer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Or ig ina l Message 
From: Aul t , Er ic B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:04 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

FYI - in today's crop of Internet Complaints. 

Original Message 
From: Irish, Cathleen A. 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 4:10 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

06/30/2006 14:36:49 

Name = Dwight W. Riney 
Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
City = Hannibal 
State = Missouri 
Zip = 63401 
Email = drineyw@hotmail.com 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = Dwight Riney 
Victim's Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
Victim's City = Hannibal 
Victim's State = Missouri 
Victim's Zip = 63401 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several 
(4 I think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each had approximately 5 tries on it 
before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon 
after the kite-tube caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within 
approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned downward 
violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood. 
My injuries included a bruised lung and my ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or 
dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 27 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/18/2006 
Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer.street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or 
Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture 

1 
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date = Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:04 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

FYI - in tioday's crop of Internet Complaints. 

Original Message 
From: Irish, Cathleen A. 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 4:10 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Î-4aria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

06/30/2006 14:36:49 

Name = Dwight W. Riney 
Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
City = Hannibal 
State = Missouri 
Zip = 63401 
Email = drineyw@hotmail.com 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = Dwight Riney 
Victim's Address ^ 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
Victim's City = Hannibal 
Victim's State = Missouri 
Victim's Zip = 63401 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several 
(4 I think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each had approximately 5 tries on it 
before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon 
after the kite-tube caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within 
approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned downward 
violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood. 
My injuries included a bruised lung and my ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or 
dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 27 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/18/2006 
Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or 
Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture 
date = Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name 

mailto:drineyw@hotmail.com


Let's face it: your kids probably don't 
need a 25-foot-wide floating trampoline to 
have a good time while out on the water Or 
a battery powered, bumper-boat look-ahke 
complete with water cannon. Or a tube that 
doubles as a gUder, lifting off the water just 
as high as you dare ride it. But then again, it 
could be a boadoad of fun. 

For as long as there have been plea
sure boats, there have been toys to go with 
them. Beyond the big three — waterskiing, 
wakeboarding and tubing — the world of 
fun, floating accessories for you, your kids 
or grandchildren ranges from the simple 
Noodle to the otherworldly Air Chair. And 
some of the latest models stretch the defini
tion of "water toy" Are you prepared to 
leave the water behind and 07 your hand at 
kite tubing? 

One of the newest towables on the 
market blurs the line between tubing and 
parasailing. The Wego Kite Tube, made by 
Sportsstuff (www.sportsstuff.com) has to 
be seen to be believed. Fortunately, there is 
ample video on their web site to show just 
how easy it is to glide behind the towboat 
for flight times measured in minutes. This 
oversized tube is built with a clear view
ing window so riders can look through it 
once airbome and slots for your feet to 

help you adjustvyour position fpr optimum 
gUde angles The Wego Kite Tube recendy 
received the 9th Annual Sporting Goods 
Manufacturers Association Sports Product of 
die Year award. 

Sportsstuff also makes the innovative 
Sumo Tube, a cone shaped, wearable tube 
with holes in the front for your head and 
arms. Hold on to the ski rope and slide, roll 
or jump across the wake. The Sumo Tube 
even works for body surfing at the beach. 

Need something for the kids to do whfle 
you lounge in the water' Hy a Bongo inflat
able water trampoline This lightweight toy 
comes in three sizes ranging from single-per
son to four-person capacities Manufactured 
by Rave Sports (wwwravesports coin), it 
comes with a pump, swim ladder, anchor 
and lifetime warranty Rave Sports also 
offers a full line of tubes and other towables, 
including tubes and toboggans for multiple 
riders. 

The Triton VI, a six-foot-wide and 
11-foot-long doubled "hulled" toboggan 
can carry six people comfortably, while the 
Discgo XP can take three people on a more 
wild ride. 

But maybe you have kids who aren't 
quite old enough to tube or ski but you 
still want to get them out on the water The 

Rave Sports' Triton series of water tobo^ans can carry from three to six riders depending on model. 

Escape Fun Boat (www.escapewatercraft.com) 
could be the answer This brighdy colored 
oval-shaped boat is powered by a MinnKota 
electric motor and is easy for a youngster 
to get the hang of. The motor only provides 
thrust when the dirotde is depressed so the 
boat won't run off if they take their hands off 
die yoke. Add to this the futi of a water can
non that draws in water from below the boat 
and shoots up to 35 feet. And the motor lifts 
straight up so that the prop nests in the hull 
so the boat can be parked on shore. 

The big secret is diat with a capacity 
rating of 320 pounds, the Escape Fun Boat 
is big enough for a mom or dad who did not 
get enough water fights out of their system 
when they were younger to ride along. 

Escape Boats also makes models geared 
towards adults and teens, including the 
Touring Boat, best described as an electric 
gondola! With seating for two adults that 
can face forward or back or recline and a 
simple-to-use steering system, the Touring 
Boat is built to provide quiet, easy cruising 
on protected waters. It comes standard with 
running lights for evening cruises and a bat
tery meter to tell you when to head to shore. 
A portable picnic table diat fits between the 
seats is optional. 

If you prefer the sedate approach to 
waterbome fun, the Hula Lounger might 
suit your needs. Essentially a floating ring of 
foam with inward-facing seating for four, the 
Hula Lounger (www.hulaloungercorn) was 
designed with simplicity and durability in 
mind. The foam floats aren't susceptible to 
puncture and the mesh seats allow swimmers 
to relax, staying cool while their head and 
shoulders remain above water Four drink 
holders offer a stable place to stash your 
favorite beverage. And die seven-foot-wide 
ring collapses to store easily in its own carry
ing case. 

Ifyou like to swim but boat on die East 
Coast where stinging jeUyfish are a problem 
in the summer, a Netde Net Boat Pool m\\ 
help you keep cool while keeping the jellies 
away (www.nettle-net.com). Available in 8-, 
12-, and 20-foot diameter sizes, the Nettle 
Net features a bright yeUow inflatable ring 
that supports a mesh fence with 1/16-inch 
openings, tight enough to keep jellies out bui/ 
StiU allow free movement of water ! 

_No niatter which way you choose to ,' 
have fiin on the water this summer, it's •— 
easy to find a toy that will suit your needs, j 
Choosing just one however, may be the haj' 
est thing to do. K 

— By Michael Vataij 

2 8 BoaW.S. Magazine July 2006 
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Consumer Aler t 
Federal laws require manne manufac- • 

turers to issue defect recall notices when 
boats or related equipment contain "defects 
which create a substantial risk of personal; 
injury" or when they do not comply with boat 
manufecturing regulations. 

For more information about these cam
paigns,,contact the manufacturers directly or 
call the Coast Guard's InfoUne, 800-368-
5647. New recalls are listed monthly at 
the BoatU.S. National Recall Alert Registry, 
BoatUiS.com/recall. 

Caravelle Boiats Inc., 229-924-2285 
(Recall 06R1292S)" 

2006 Model 237 inboard boats: 
Adequate natural ventilation is not installed. 
Also, HIN fornnat is incorrect. Manufacturer 
is not placing a dash between "US" and the 
12-character HIN. 

Four Star Boats, Inc., 330-738-2106 
(Recall 05R0654S) , 

, 2004 Ul Ducker: On-site measure
ments indicate that the maximum weight 
and hp, on capacity label'are overrated; 

i Kehner Boats, 501-885-3171 (Recall 
04i020S) 

i 2005 Kenner 1902 Vision:̂  Boats felled 
maximum persons weight arid starboard sta-
bility t̂ests. Retest passed 11/2/05:' 

Ldmax Marine LLC, 206-409-1065 
(Recairb6R1219S) 

2005 389 Rsher 13'4;' outboard: Boat 
has a non-compliant stabi-craft capacity 
label. C : '\-

Sierra Boats, LLC, 920-244-7430 
(Recall^5R0919S) -• / 

20C)6?SieiTa 175R: HIN labelwas not 
permaneritly affixed. Capac'ify' label ratingV 
incorrect \ . ;;̂  ... ,".', 

From time to time, manufacturers Initi
ate voluntary recalls after learning of product 
defects that vybuld not honinally be covered 
by federal boat regulatioiis; Following is one 
such caser .; •.. •. , / '•--. 

Pains Wessex 
;,:. . (ermail recall@pwss.com) • 
.O;'All White Collision Waming (MK7) Handl 
fnares.iPrpduct Number 52651, expiry, dateu. 
i2('b8This number can be'found ink-jetted.' 
on the tube ofthe flare.): Flare is sold on its 
own' and are also contained, as'a part of the 
Collision Wam-Off Kit and ttie ORC; RORC'"' 

' Distress l̂ lt. Flare could malfunction with a . 
risk of personal injury. Consumers should. 
"not use;flaresf-but return them immediately 
0 the place of purchase where they will be 
jplaced. Manufacturer is Irivestlgatlng in co-
leratlon'with the Health & Safety Executive 
d Trading Standards in the UK following an 
ident there in which a man was severely 
red during a flare demonstration. K 

Plus, get two 
bonus offers! 
It's smooth sailing thanks to our exceptional Avis savings. Log 
onto avis.com for our lowest rates and most convenient way 
to book. Plus, use your BoatU.S./Avis Worldwide Discount 
(AWD) # A637238 to save up to 25o/o every time you rent! And 
just to prove how much we love trying harder for you, we're also 
giving you two reusable bonus offers. 

To save up to 25% every time you 
rent, make sure to mention 
BoatU.S./Avis Worldwide 

Discount (AWD) # AG37238. 

For our best rates, visit avis.com 

To book, go online or 

call 1-800-225-7094. 

AV'S 
Vvardet. 

Terms and Conditions: Offers are valid on the rental of an intermediate (group C) through a full-size four-door (group E) car. Dollars off 
applies to the dally time and mileage charges only for the entire rental with a minimum of five days that includes a Saturday night stayovcr. 
Offer of one weekend day free applies to the daily time and mileage charges for the third consecutive day of a minimum three-day weekend 
rentaL Weekend rental period begins Thursday, and car must be returned by Monday 11:59 p.m. or a higher rate will apply. Free weekend 
day offer cannot be used for one-way rentals. Taxes, concession recovery fees, customer facility charges ($lO/contract in CA), optional items 
and other surcharges may apply and are extra. An advance reservation is required. You must provide the coupon number when making 
your rearvation. Only one offer per rental; offers cannot be combined. Offers may not be used in conjunction with any other coupon, 
promotion or offer, except with your member discount Offers valid at participating Avis locations in the contiguous U.S. and Canada, 
excluding the New York Metro area for free weekend day offer. Offers may not be available during holiday and other blackout periods. Offers 
subject to vehicle availability at the time of rental, and may not be available on some rates at some times. For reservations made on avis.com. 
offer will be applied at time of rental, subject to vehicle availability. Renter must meet Avis age, driver and credit requirements. Minimum 
age may vary by location. An additional daily surcharge may apply for renters under 25 years old. Rental must begin by 11/30/06. 

y 
Avis features GM vehicles. S2006 Avis Rent A Car System, ttC 
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Photos courtesy of RVIA 

After nearly 60 years of boating, I've turned from the water to the land, 
replacing my I/O cruiser with an RV. The basic direction of my recreational life has changed. 

Or has it? Six months after first climb
ing aboard my fifdi-wheel trailer, I find 
myself increasingly struck by the similari
ties between cruising and RVing. Although 
the vehicles are very different, their appeal 
really isn't. 

Like many of fife's big decisions, this 
one was both incremental and, at least partly, 
accidental. When my wife, Lynne, and I 
moved from coastal Califomia to Nevada, 
we had no choice about leaving our 33-foot 
diesel trawler behuid. The idea of not cruis
ing never occurred to us, however, and we 
acquired what seemed like an ideal boat for 
Lake Mead, largest of the nation's manmade 
lakes. 

Our 24-foot Maxum was 10 years old, 
but cunent versions are only refinements of 
what was obviously a very good trailerable 
design. True to form, I'd first been struck by 
the boat's sheer cleverness. That's been my 
style since I first stepped aboard a cruiser 
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— an 18-foot, shaUow-V sheet plywood box 
imported from West Germany and powered 
by a 25-hp Johnson outboard. 

A single ovemight in that boat's doll-
house accommodation convinced me of its 
utter impracticafity. But the damage .was 
done: I was hooked on cruising. Other, 
mosdy larger, boats followed. A great many of 
them, because I spent several years working 
on boating magazines, where I was repeat
edly exposed to the newest, most seductive 
sail and power cruisers. 

I'd leamed a few things along die way 
Besides its ingenuity, the Maxum was a 
tough, seaworthy fittle boat, with the accom
modations both of us felt were necessary: a 
really comfortable double berth, a stand-up 
head, a weekend-size refrigerator, hot and 
cold water And it could go. Thirty mph 
doesn't sound like much these days, but after 
a maximum eight and a half knots in the 
trawler, it was breathtaking. 

We also acquired a tmck to puU our 
new vessel — a long-bed Chevy Silverado 
with an extended cab and a massive 8.1-htre 
engine, capable of yanking the 5,000-lb. 
Maxum and its trailer up the steepest moun
tain roads and across broiling deserts without 
effort. That truck, I now realize, was the first 
step toward a new hfe. 

Not long after our move, friends intro
duced us to the network of glorious state 
and national parks in our part of the desert 
southwest. These atttactions weren't acces
sible by boat, and so we decided to vary our 
waterbome voyaging by buying an inexpen
sive pop-top trailer — an additional (and 
secondary) toy. 

For those readers who may not be 
familiar with a tent camper, it cruises the 
highway in the shape of a square box about 
eight feet on a side and perhaps four feet 
off the ground. I don't remember its precise 
weight,'but it was virtually unnoticeable 



IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear : 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you Sportsstuff Wego 
Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that persons have been seriously injured 
or died while using these kite tubes. To date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the 
causes of these incidents. While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to 
undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all distributors and retailers who are 
currently in possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following address: 

11111 E CIRCLE 

OMAHA, NE 68137 

for a full credit; . . 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER AND ATTACHED LETTERS (A) AND (B) to 
any other distributor to whom you sold the products and confirm to Sportsstuff 
that you have done so; and 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTERS f A^ and (B) to any retailers to 
whom you sold the products and confirm to Sportsstuff that you have done so; 
and 

(5) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER (B) to anv consumers 
to whom you have sold the kite tubes and confirm to Sportsstuff that you have done 
so. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the implementation of 
this action. 

Ifyou have any questions or need additional information, please contact Sportsstuff 
immediately at 1-866-831-5524. Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We 
regret any inconvenience this may have caused you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Leroy Peterson 
Chief Executive Officer 

Jff 



IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "A") 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you Sportsstuff Wego Kite 
Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that persons have been seriously injured or died while 
using these kite tubes. To date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous, in an 
abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to 
withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the 
possession of consumers with products of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all retailers who are currently in possession of 
these products IIVIMEDIATELY take the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES ofthe products; 

(2), RETURN ALL ENVENTORY ofthe products to (a) the disti-ibutor the goods were purchased 
from; or (b) to Sportsstuff if the goods were purchased direct, to the following address: 

11111 E. Circle 
Omaha, NE 68137 

for a full credit, and 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER (B) TO ALL CONSUMERS to whom you 
have sold the kite tubes. 

We are asking the consumer to contact us directly so we can replace the product with products of 
comparable value. In the event consumers contact you directly, please ask them to contact Sportsstuff. If 
they insist upon a refund, please comply and request a credit through your distributor or Sportsstuff, based 
upon where you purchased the product, following the procedures attached. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the implementation ofthis action. 

Ifyou have any questions or need additional information, please contact Sportsstuff immediately at 1-866-
831-5524. Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter We regret any inconvenience this may 
have caused you. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Leroy Peterson 
Chief Executive Officer 



IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "B") 

Dear 

Our recor(ds in(dicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To date, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While 
Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the 
market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of 
consumers with products of comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-866-831-5524 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leroy Peterson 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Schoem, Marc J. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:04 PM 

To: 'mjg(gbrown-gidding.com' 

Subject: Draft Kite Tube Press Release 

Attachments: CPSCDraftkitetube recall1.doc 

Mike, 

Here is our draft! I need to hear back from you right away. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Oflice ot Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 



N e w s from C P S C 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release Firm's Recall Hotline: 
,2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release # 06-DRAFT CPSC Media Contact: 

(301) 504-0580 Ext. 

9 
Sportstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after Reports of Deaths 

and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

9 
(CPSC), Sportstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite 

jortsstuff has received reports of two deaths in the United States and a variety of serious 

injuries] CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical 

treatment. Those injuries include a broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and 

facial injuries^Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause ofthe incidents. Nevertheless^ 

the company has agreed to withdraw the kite tube fi-om the market and is undertaking this 

voluntary recall. 

The Sponstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 1 Oft wide circular yellow inflatable watercraft 

designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airbome by pulling on , 

handles attached to the floor ofthe tube. Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product 

valve. The floor ofthe tube has black caution waming stripes. The cover for the product bears a 

skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 

retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportstuff at (866) 

831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to leam how to obtain free 

replacement products. Consumers can also visit the firm's web site at www.sportstuff.com for 

more information. 

http://www.sportstuff.com


^*^»«tij,°T».i Ka«-MA 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consimiers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpscgov. 

mm 

http://www.cpsc.gov/talk.html
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Sahoem, Marc J . 

Frcm: Schoem, Marc J. 

S©nt: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:55 PM 

To»: mjg@brown-gidding.com 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Sportsstuff 800 number 

Just to let you know, I called it a few minutes ago and it went to a voice mailbox for "Gordon." Toll free 
nunn ber needs to be operational before we can issue! 

Marc J. Schoem 
Depul> Direcfor 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, AAD 20814 
301-5O4-7S20 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

7/12/2006 
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Schoem, Marc J . 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:48 AM 

To: Michael J. Gidding 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: FW: Sportsstuff Press Release - 7/12 

Mike, 

I am on my way to a Commission meeting. See below. It appears that Sportstuff issued a 
press release this morning? Can you please advise what this is all about? I thought we were 
working to issue a joint announcement on a recall. Please advise as soon as possible since 
the flood gates have now been opened and we are getting numerous media calls and need to 
respond immediately. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 
Field Operations 

301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Subject: Sportsstuff Press Release - 7/12 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Wego Kite Tube 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the 
Wego Kite Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products 
Safety Commission Advisory Warning with regard to these products. Sportsstuff, 
Inc. is fully investigating these incidents in cooperation with the CPSC. 

HOUSTON, TX (PRWEB) July 12, 2006 ~ Sportsstuff, Inc. has been in the 
business of selling inflatable towable sporting goods for the past nineteen years 
and is coirmiitted to providing reasonably safe water sport products to its 
customers. The Wego Kite Tube was the winner ofthe 2006 Sporting Good 
Manufacturers Association Product ofthe Year Award and has been well-
received in the water sports market. 

Sportsstuff is aware of recent incidents involving injuries to customers using the 
Wego Kite Tube and other kite tubes as well as the US Consumer Products 
Safety Commission Advisory Waming with regard to these products. 
Sportsstuff, Inc. is fully investigating these incidents in cooperation with the 
CPSC. 

It appears preliminarily that many, if not all, ofthe incidents brought to 
Sportsstuff's attention involved serious abuse ofthe product in direct 
confravention ofthe wamings and instmctions provided with the product. 

7/12/2006 
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Each Wego Kite Tube is accompanied by an instructional DVD, user's manual 
and extensive waming labels on the product. The wamings printed on the tube 
state that the tow boat should never exceed the speed of 20 miles per hour when 
towing adults or 15 miles per hour when towing children. Media reports 
conceming these recent incidents state that the boats were towing the kite tube 
at speeds exceeding 30 miles per hour, a speed far in excess ofthe maximum 
towing speed indicated on the Wego Kite Tube. 

The Owners Manual specifically states that misuse or improper use ofthe Kite 
Tube could result in serious injury or death. Copies ofthe Wego Kite Tube 
Owners Manual are available online at Sportsstuff.com. 

As with any water sport, kite tubing is not without some risk of physical injury. 
Sportsstuff, Inc. believes that the Wego Kite Tube is a reasonably safe product 
if used responsibly and in compliance with the instmctions and warnings that 
accompany this product. 

### 

7/12/2006 
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BROWN & GIDDING, RC. 

July 13, 2006 

Confidential - Contains Trade Secret and 
Proprietary In format ion 

VIA FACSIMILE AND 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NMT. Marc Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

CA 060037 
Sportsstuff, Inc. 

Wego Kite Tube and Kite Tube Pro 

Dear Mr. Schoem: 

This follows up our many conversations about Sportsstuffs 
withdrawal from the market of Wego Kite Tubes and its subsequent program to 
offer consumers who own those products replacements. As you are aware, 
Wego does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous when used according to the instructions that accompany them, but is 
taking both measures out of an abundance of caution. 

During the course of working with the Commission, Sportsstuff 
submitted draft letters to distributors and retailers, both of which the 
Commission staff approved, that expressly stated Sportsstuffs belief that the 
products are not defective or unreasonably dangerous. While the draft press 
release it proffered contained the same statement, at your request, Sportsstuff 
agreed to remove that language from the release. It did so, not as a waiver of 
its position on this issue, but rather to accommodate the Commission. As you 
explained, it is the Commission's policy that press releases should not include 
such statements lest they have the effect of diluting the message In the release 

ATTORNEYS A T LAW 3201 New Mexico Ave., N.W. • Suite 242 • Washington, D.C. 20016-2756 
Tel. (202) 237-6008 • Fax (202) 237-5259 
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Mr. Marc Schoem 
July 13, 2006 
Page 2 

that consumers should stop using the products involved and, in this case, seek 
replacement products. 

Similarly, at your request, the press release and other notice 
documents in this matter use the word "recall" to characterize the product 
withdrawal that Sportsstuff is undertaking. Again, Sportsstuff agreed to use this 
word in recognition that, even though it does not appear in section 15 ofthe 
Consumer Product Safety Act, the Commission prefers to refer to all actions of 
this nature as "recalls" to assure that such actions get sufficient publicity and 
attention. Thus, Sportsstuff used the term in its report and notice materials 
solely to accommodate the Commission. As is the case with the deletion ofthe 
language from the press release, its agreement to use the term "recall" does not 
mean that Sportsstuff in any way admits or concedes that the kite tubes are 
defective or unreasonably dangerous, 

I would appreciate it if you would confirm my understanding of the 
Commission's general policies, as is described above, with respect to the use in 
notice documents of the word "recall," as well as with respect to the prohibition 
on the use phraseology that might be construed as having a deterrent effect on 
consumer response. Please also confirm that the use of the term "recall" in this 
case, and the exclusion from the press release of Sportsstuffs position on the 
absence of a defect or unreasonable risk, do not reflect any finding on the part 
of the Commission that the kite tubes are defective or unreasonably dangerous. 

Sportsstuff requests that this letter and the information contained 
in it be withheld from public disclosure under the authorities granted to the CPSC 
in Section 6 of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2055; the Trade Secrets Act, 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1905 and the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If any request is 
made for this information, please notify me immediately. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
G'J 

I 

Sincerely yours, 
'•-72-r .. 

•22^'<27'i : ^ 2 2 ^ ^ 

Michael J. Gidding 



SAFETY RECALL 
SPORTSSTUFF WEGO KITE TUBES 

Reports of death and serious injury have been received. 

IF YOU HAVE ONE OF THESE KITE TUBES, 

STOP USING IT IMMEDIATELY 

Contact Sportsstuff, Inc. between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time Monday through Friday at 

(866)831-5524 

OR AT 

www.sportsstuff.com . 

to learn how to obtain free replacement products or for more 
information. 

In cooperation with the Post through November 30, 2006 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


SAFETY RECi-iLL 
SPORTSSTUFF WEGO KITE TUBES 

Reports of death and serious injury have been received. 

IF YOU HAVE ONE OF THESE KITE TUBES, 

STOP USING IT IMMEDIATELY 

Contact Sportsstuff, Inc. between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time Monday through Friday at 

(866)831-5524 

OR AT 

www.sportsstuff.com 

to learn how to obtain free replacement products or for more 
information. 

In cooperation with the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Post through November 30, 2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Off ice of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

F O R IMMEDIATE RELEASE CPSC Recal l Ho t l i ne : (800) 638-2772 

J u n e 30, 2006 CPSC Media Contact: Julie Val lese, (301) 504-7800 
Re lease #06-202 

CPSC Warns Consumers about Dangers of Tube Kiting 
Two Deaths over the Past 3 Months Attributed to New 
Water Sport 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In advance ofthe July 4th holiday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) is warning consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type of water 
recreation known as "tube kiting." 

CPSC is concerned about death and injury reports associated with tube kiting. It is currently investigating two 
versions of these products to determine if there is a significant product hazard. 

Tube kiting is a relatively new form of extreme water sport which is fast growing in popularity, but also extremely 
dangerous. CPSC is aware of at least two deaths associated with tube kiting this year. A 33-year-old Texas man 
was killed in late April 2006 while tube kiting, and a 42-year-old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting 
on June 26, 2006 in Wisconsin. 

CPSC is also aware of 12 serious injuries associated with tube kiting. The injuries include a broken neck, 
punctured lung, broken ribs, broken femur, chest and back injuries, and facial injuries, such as jaw fractures. A 
14-year-old girl who was tube kiting lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and struck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, sometimes round, inflatable water devices that can be more than 10 feet in diameter. 
The tube is hooked to the back of a boat by a tow rope, and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the boat travels 
at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted into the air trailing the boat. 
Possible reasons for incidents and injuries include: 1) rider's difficulty in controlling the tube, 2) boat operator 
inexperience, and 3) how the tube reacts in certain weather conditions. The conditions of highest concem are 
wind gusts that can cause the tube to spin out of control, or sudden slowing or stopping by the boat operator, 
which can cause the tube to nose dive into the water. In some cases, the sudden stopping ofthe boat might 
cause the tube rider to continue past the boat and hit it or hit other boats or stationary objects, such as a bridge. 

The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks. Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at least four serious injuries. 

Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 

http://www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PREREL/prhtml06/06202.html 7/12/2006 
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consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 
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ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At present, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While it 
does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous, in 
an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to 
undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers 
with products of comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-888-814-8833 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this Important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 



ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that 
persons have been seriously Injured or died while using these kite tubes. At 
present, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While it does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous, In an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the 
market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of 
consumers with products of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all distributors and 
retailers who are currently in possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take 
the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following 
address: 

for a full credit; 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER to any retailer or other distributor to 
whom you sold the products and confirm to Sportsstuff that you have done so; 
and 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER to any consumers_to whom 
you have sold the kite tubes and confirm to Sportsstuff that you have done so. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the 
implementation of this action. 



If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
Sportsstuff immediately at 1-888-814-8833. Thank you for helping us in this 
important safety matter. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused 
you. 

Sincerely yours. 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 
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ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that 
persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At ^ ^ persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At / jJ / 

^ jjresent, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. /I/'? ^ A e ^ ^ 
(^While it doe| not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably i 

"^-dangerous ^^Tg^ESSHtiEtg t-oJjigJastisgllUU^ht^^ iBsgjai,i_̂  ^ ^^% 
y y abjIp3arTce--Q^^tfenjpportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product ^ ^ 
r Safety Commissioitto withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake 
I a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products 
\ of comparable value. ' 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all distributors and 
retailers who are currently in possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take 
the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following 
address: 

-/v^l^'^^i^"^ 
r for a full credit; 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER to any retailer or other distributor to -
whom you sold the products; and (21^,%^ ^ ' j M.*^ y<f^ \ 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER to any consunners.to whom 
you have sold the kite tubes. C d - ' ^ v j \ \ ^ ^ 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
Sportsstuff immediately at 1-888-814-8833. Thank you for helping us in this 
important safety matter. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 
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ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes, In recent weeks, we have received reports that 
persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At 
present, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While it does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous when used according to the instructions that accompany them, in an 
abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake 
a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products 
of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all distributors and 
retailers who are currently in possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take 
the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following 
address: 

for a full credit; 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER to any retailer or other distributor to 
whom you sold the products; and 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER to any consumers.to whom 
you have sold the kite tubes. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
Sportsstuff immediately at 1-888-814-8833. Thank you for helping us in this, 
important safety matter. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 
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present a substantial product hazard or unreasonable risk 
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for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 



7' 2/̂  
ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At present, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While it 
does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous 
when used according to the instructions that accompany them, in an abundance 
of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake a 
voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-888 



' b ^ 2^, j^2^ ^ I J 2 ^.^'^2''^ 7̂ '̂  
ATTORNEY-WORK-PRODUCT 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED DOCUMENT 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At present, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents, ^hile it 
dpes not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangeroijs , 

"whefHJsqdgceopdiog-te the instructions tha^-a€GempaDyjtTeiTUj3,.aî ^ 
"^f^cautiernjSportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. ConsumeTProduct Safety 
Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake a 
voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-800 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
June 30, 2006 CPSC Media Contact: Julie Vallese, (301) 504-7800 
Release #06-202 

CPSC Warns Consumers about Dangers of Tube Kiting 
Two Deaths over the Past 3 Months Attributed to New 
Water Sport 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In advance of the July 4th holiday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) is warning consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type ofwater 
recreation known as "tube kiting." 

CPSC is concerned about death and injury reports associated with tube kiting. It is currently investigating two 
versions of these products to determine if there is a significant product hazard. 

Tube kiting is a relatively new form of extreme water sport which is fast growing in popularity, but also extremely 
dangerous. CPSC is aware of at least two deaths associated with tube kiting this year. A 33-year-old Texas man 
was killed in late April 2006 while tube kiting, and a 42-year-old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting 
on June 26, 2006 in Wisconsin. 

CPSC is also aware of 12 serious injuries associated with tube kiting. The injuries include a broken neck, 
punctured lung, broken ribs, broken femur, chest and back injuries, and facial injuries, such as jaw fractures. A 
14-year-old gid who was tube kiting lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and struck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, sometimes round, inflatable water devices that can be more than 10 feet in diameter. 
The tube is hooked to the back of a boat by a tow rope, and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the boat travels 
at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted into the air trailing the boat. 
Possible reasons for incidents and injuries include: 1) rider's difficulty in controlling the tube, 2) boat operator 
inexperience, and 3) how the tube reacts in certain weather conditions. The conditions of highest concern are 
wind gusts that can cause the tube to spin out of control, or sudden slowing or stopping by the boat operator, 
which can cause the tube to nose dive into the water. In some cases, the sudden stopping ofthe boat might 
cause the tube rider to continue past the boat and hit it or hit other boats or stationary objects, such as a bridge. 

The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks. Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at least four serious injuries. 

Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06202.html 6/30/2006 
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consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewiter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To Join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 
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Mclnerney, Stephen 

From: listserv@cpsc.gov 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 3:40 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: News from CPSC - Press Release 

NEWS from CPSC 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
Office of Information and Public Affairs 
Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 30, 2006 
Release #06-202 

CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
CPSC Media Contact: Julie Vallese, (301) 504-7800 

CPSC Warns Consumers about Dangers of Tube Kiting Two Deaths over the Past 3 Months 
Attributed to New Water Sport 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In advance of the July 4th holiday weekend, the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is warning consumers about the possible dangers 
associated with a new type of water recreation known as "tube kiting." 

CPSC is concerned about death and injury reports associated with tube kiting. It is 
currently investigating two versions of these products to determine if there is a 
significant product hazard. 

Tube kiting is a relatively new form of extreme water sport which is fast growing in 
popularity, but also extremely dangerous. CPSC is aware of at least two deaths associated 
with tube kiting this year. A 33-year-old Texas man was killed in late April 2006 while 
tube kiting, and a 42-year-old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting on June 
26, 2006 in Wisconsin. 
CPSC is also aware of 12 serious injuries associated with tube kiting. 
The injuries include a broken neck, punctured lung, broken ribs, broken femur, chest and 
back injuries, and facial injuries, such as jaw fractures. A 14-year-old girl who was tube 
kiting lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and struck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, sometimes round, inflatable water devices that can be more than 
10 feet in diameter. The tube is hooked to the back of a boat by a tow rope, and the tube 
rider pulls back on a rope as the boat travels, at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. 
The ride begins when the tube is lifted into the air trailing the boat. Possible reasons 
for incidents and injuries include: 1) rider's difficulty in controlling the tube, 2) boat 
operator inexperience, and 3) how the tube reacts in certain'weather conditions. The 
conditions of highest concern are wind gusts that can cause the tube to spin out of 
control, or sudden slowing or stopping by the boat operator, which can cause the tube to 
nose dive into the water. In some cases, the sudden stopping of the boat might cause the 
tube rider to continue past the boat and hit it or hit other boats or stationary objects, 
such as a bridge. 

The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks, 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at 
least four serious injuries. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from 
unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer 
products under the agency's jurisdiction. 
Deaths,' injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more 
than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families 
from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure 
children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, 
power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to 

1 
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the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer 
products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or. a^product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 
638-2772 or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at 
www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email subscription list, please go to 
www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at 
CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

You are currently subscribed to the email list "all" as: mschoem@cpsc.gov 

To unsubscribe, please do one of the following: 
(1) go to http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp and use the on-line form 
(2) send a blank email to leave-all-32318F@list.cpsc.gov 

You can also go to http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp to change your subscription, or 
unsubscribe an old address and subscribe a new one. 
Thank you. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/talk.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp
http://www.cpscgov
mailto:mschoem@cpsc.gov
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp
mailto:leave-all-32318F@list.cpsc.gov
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For Immediate Release CPSC Media Contact: 
August X, 2005 (301)504-7800 f ^ p M 
Release #06-DRAFT l ^ m « 

CPSC warns consumers about possible dangers of tube kiting 
Two deaths tliis summer attributed to tube liiting 

WASHINGTON, DC - hi advance ofthe July 4* hoUday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission is waming consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type 

of water recreation known as "tube kiting." 

Introduced into the marketplace in late 2005, tube kiting has proven to be extremely 

popular, but under certain conditions, also extremely dangerous. The CPSC is aware of at least ::'̂ 'i2 

two deaths associated with tube kiting. A 33 year old Texas man was killed in late April 2006 ..•r;^^^'''^^ 

while tube kiting and a 42 year old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting on June 26 _̂ '̂̂  J 

in Wisconsin. 

The agency is also aware of at least 10 serious injuries. The injuries include a broken 

neck, punctured lung, broken ribs, chest and back injuries. A 14 year old girl who was kite tubing 

lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and struck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, roimd inflatable water devices, some are more than 10 feet in 

diameter. The tube is hooked to the back of a boat and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the 

boat travels at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is Hfled 

into the air trailing the boat. Under certain conditions the tube can get out of control from the 

rider and crash down into the water. 

The CPSC has opened an investigation into these extreme water devices to determine if ___ 
ESSSS 

^ 3 , there is a significant product hazard. 

iiMa The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks, 

isaasi Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at 

least 4 serious injuries. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from umeasonable 
risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's 
jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more 
than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products 
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^ N e w s from C F S C 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Iriformation and Public Affairs Wastiington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release CPSC Media Contact: 
August X, 2005 (301)504-7800 | ^ p ^ 
Release #06-DRAFT 1 ^ ^ ^ 

CPSC warns consumers about possible dangers of tube kiting 
Two deatlis this summer attributed to tube kiting 

WASHINGTON, DC - In advance ofthe July 4* hoUday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission is warning consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type 

ofwater recreation known as "tube kiting." 

Introduced into the marketplace in late 2005, tube kiting has proven to be extremely 

2fik popular, but under certain conditions, also extremely dangerous. The CPSC is aware of at least 

two deaths associated with tube kiting. A 33 year old Texas man was killed in late April 2006 

while tube kiting and a 42 year old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting on June 26 

in Wisconsin. 

The agency is also aware of at least 10 serious injuries. The injuries include a broken 

neck, punctured lung, broken ribs, chest and back injuries. A 14 year old girl who was kite tubing 

lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and struck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, round inflatable water devices, some are more than 10 feet in 

diameter. The tube is hooked to the back of a boat and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the 

boat travels at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted 

into the air frailing the boat. Under certain conditions the tube can get out of confrol from the 

rider and crash down into the water. 

The CPSC has opened an investigation into these extreme water devices to determine if 

^72 there is a significant product hazard. '''^'' 

e22} The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks, '-.jo.̂  

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at 

least 4 serious injuries. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable 
risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's 
jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more 
than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products 
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N e w s from C F S C 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release CPSC Media Contact: 
August X, 2005 (301)504-7800 P l P >^ 
Release #06-DRAFT l ^ m # 4 

CPSC warns consumers about possible dangers of tube kiting 
Two deaths this summer attributed to tube kiting 

WASHINGTON, DC - hi advance ofthe July 4* holiday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission is waming consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type 

L ofwater recreation known as "tube kiting." 

aasaffii Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable 
risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's 
jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more 
than $700 billion aimually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products 

s i -^ Introduced into the marketplace m late 2005, tube kiting has proven to be exfremely 2 2 

B s popular, but under certain conditions, also extremely dangerous. The CPSC is aware of at least c ^ <r,|i 

two deaths associated with tube kiting. A 33 year old Texas man was killed in late April 2006 2'^'''' 

while tube kiting and a 42 year old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting on June 26 ^ '̂: | 

in Wisconsin. 

The agency is also aware of at least 10 serious injuries. The injuries include a broken 

neck, punctured lung, broken ribs, chest and back injuries. A 14 year old gfrl who was kite tubing 

lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and stmck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, round inflatable water devices, some are more than 10 feet in 

diameter. The tube is hooked to the back of a boat and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the 

boat fravels at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted 

into the air frailing the boat. Under certain conditions the tube can get out of confrol from the 

p rider and crash down into the water. 

1,|_^ The CPSC has opened an investigation into these extreme water devices to determine if _ 

^ i there is a significant product hazard. • zTTS^ 

,̂ 7̂  2̂ ^ 
USa The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks, f̂e,.̂ ^ 

Glen Canyon National 1 

least 4 serious injuries. 
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U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, D.C. 20207 

For Immediate Release CPSC Media Contact: 
August X, 2005 (301)504-7800 F l P ^ ^ 
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CPSC warns consumers about possible dangers of tube kiting 
Two deaths this summer attributed to tube kiting 

WASHINGTON, DC - hi advance ofthe July 4* hohday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission is waming consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type 

of water recreation known as "tube kiting." 

Infroduced into the marketplace in late 2005, tube kiting has proven to be exfremely 

ftsj popular, but under certain conditions, also extremely dangerous. The CPSC is aware of at least ^i'ij 
s ' c^J i i^ ....... 

"̂ •̂ '̂  two deaths associated with tube kiting. A 33 year old Texas man was killed in late April 2006 J;;.?''" 
i7:1^2^^ 

while tube kiting and a 42 year old man died from injuries associated with tube kitmg on June 26 ^J^t 

in Wisconsin. 

The agency is also aware of at least 10 serious injuries. The injuries include a broken 

neck, punctured lung, broken ribs, chest and back injuries. A 14 year old gfrl who was kite tubing 

lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and stmck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, round inflatable water devices, some are more than 10 feet in 

diameter. The tube is hooked to the back of a boat and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the 

boat travels at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted 

into the air frailing the boat. Under certain conditions the tube can get out of control from the 

„ rider and crash down into the water. 

1̂ ,1 The CPSC has opened an investigation into these extreme water devices to determine if ^̂ __, 

^ 3 , there is a significant product hazard. ^3-4, 
The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks, 

^^^ Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at 

least 4 serious injuries. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable 
risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's 
jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more 
than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products 
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
June 30, 2006 CPSC Media Contact: Julie Vallese, (301) 504-7800 
Release #06-202 

CPSC Warns Consumers about Dangers of Tube Kiting 
Two Deaths over the Past 3 Months Attributed to New 
Water Sport 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In advance ofthe July 4th holiday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) is warning consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type ofwater 
recreation known as "tube kiting." 

CPSC is concerned about death and injury reports associated with tube kiting. It is currently investigating two 
versions of these products to determine if there is a significant product hazard. 

Tube kiting is a relatively new form of extreme water sport which is fast growing in popularity, but also extremely 
dangerous. CPSC is aware of at least two deaths associated with tube kiting this year. A 33-year-old Texas man 
was killed in late April 2006 while tube kiting, and a 42-year-old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting 
on June 26, 2006 in Wisconsin. 

CPSC is also aware of 12 serious injuries associated with tube kiting. The injuries include a broken neck, 
punctured lung, broken ribs, broken femur, chest and back injuries, and facial injuries, such as jaw fractures. A 
14-year-old giri who was tube kiting lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and struck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, sometimes round, inflatable water devices that can be more than 10 feet in diameter. 
The tube is hooked to the back of a boat by a tow rope, and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the boat travels 
at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted into the air trailing the boat. 
Possible reasons for incidents and injuries include: 1) rider's difficulty in controlling the tube, 2) boat operator 
inexperience, and 3) how the tube reacts in certain weather conditions. The conditions of highest concern are 
wind gusts that can cause the tube to spin out of control, or sudden slowing or stopping by the boat operator, 
which can cause the tube to nose dive into the water. In some cases, the sudden stopping of the boat might 
cause the tube rider to continue past the boat and hit it or hit other boats or stationary objects, such as a bridge. 

The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks. Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at least four serious injuries. 

Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06202.html 6/30/2006 
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consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's • 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 
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For Immediate Release CPSC Media Contact: 
August X, 2005 (301) 504-7800 f ^ p ^ i 
Release #06-DRAFT Mfi#4ii 

CPSC warns consumers about possible dangers of tube kiting 
Two deaths this summer attributed to tube kiting 

WASHINGTON, DC - In advance ofthe July 4* hohday weekend, the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission is waming consumers about the possible dangers associated with a new type 

of water recreation known as "tube kiting." 

C ^ Introduced into the marketplace in late 2005, tube kiting has proven to be exfremely 

B s ! popular, but under certain conditions, also extremely dangerous. The CPSC is aware of at least 

f^ -
fe^*^ two deaths associated with tube kiting. A 33 year old Texas man was killed in late April 2006 

while tube kiting and a 42 year old man died from injuries associated with tube kiting on June 26 

in Wisconsin. 

The agency is also aware of at least 10 serious injuries. The injuries include a broken 

neck, punctured lung, broken ribs, chest and back injuries. A 14 year old girl who was kite tubing 

lost consciousness when it fell about 15 feet and stmck the water. 

Tube kites are very large, round inflatable water devices, some are more than 10 feet in 

diameter. The tube is hooked to the back of a boat and the tube rider pulls back on a rope as the 

boat travels at speeds between 25 and 35 miles per hour. The ride begins when the tube is lifted 

into the air frailing the boat. Under certain conditions the tube can get out of control from the 

rider and crash down into the water. 1^1^ The CPSC has opened an investigation into these extreme water devices to determine if 

^^_ there is a significant product hazard. 

The National Park Service has banned the inflatable devices in at least one of its parks, 

anyon National 

least 4 serious injuries. 

2 2 
ttissi Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which includes Lake Powell where there have been at 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable 
risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's 
jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more 
than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products 
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IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. At present, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While it 
does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous 
when used according to the instructions that accompany them, in an abundance 
of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to undertake a 
voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of consumers with products of 
comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-800 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 

m 
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IJkmJ SAFETY ^E£#iLi 

WEGO KITE TUBES 

Dear : 

Our records Indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that 
persons have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To 
date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. 
While Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or 
unreasonably dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating 
with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes 
from the market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the 
possession of consumers with products of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff Is requesting that all distributors and 
retailers who are currently in possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take 
the following steps: 

r i ) CEASE FURTHER SALES ofthe products: 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY of the products to Sportsstuff to the following 
address: 

11111 E CIRCLE 
) 

OMAHA, NE 68137 

for a full credit; 

(3^ FORWARD A COPY OF THIS LETTER AND ATTACHED LETTERS (A) AND 
(B) to any other distributor to whom you sold the products and confirm to 
Sportsstuff that you have done so; and 

(4) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTERS (A) and (B) to any 
retailers to whom you sold the products and confirm to Sportsstuff that you 
have done so; and 

/^S9-



(5) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER (B) to anv consumers to 
wliom you have sold the kite tubes and confirm to Sportsstuff that you have 
done SO. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the 
implementation of this action. 

If you have any questions or need additional Information, please contact 
Sportsstuff Immediately at 1-866-831-5524. Thank you for helping us in this 
important safety matter. We regret any Inconvenience this may have caused 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 
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WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "A") 

Dear : 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, Sportsstuff, Inc. sold you Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tubes. In recent weeks, we have received reports that persons have been 
seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To date, Sportsstuff has been 
unable to detennine the causes of these incidents. While Sportsstuff does not believe that 
the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous, in an abimdjince of caution, 
Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to 
withdraw the kite tubes from the market and to imdertake a voluntary recall to replace 
those in the possession of consumers with products of comparable value. 

To accomplish this, Sportsstuff is requesting that all retailers who are currently in 
possession of these products IMMEDIATELY take the following steps: 

(1) CEASE FURTHER SALES of the products; 

(2) RETURN ALL INVENTORY ofthe products to (a) the disfributor the goods 
were purchased from; or (b) to Sportsstuff if the goods were purchased dfrect, to 
the following address: 

m i l E. Circle 
Omaha, NE 68137 

for a frill credit, and 

(3) FORWARD A COPY OF THE ATTACHED LETTER (B) TO ALL 
CONSUMERS to whom you have sold the kite tubes. 

We are asking the consumer tio contact us dfrectly so we can replace the product with 
products of comparable value. In the event consumers contact you directly, please ask 
them to contact Sportsstuff. If they insist upon a refimd, please comply and request a 
credit through your distributor or Sportsstuff, based upon where you purchased the 
product, following the procediu-es attached. 

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission will be monitoring the implementation of 
this action. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Sportsstuff 
immediately at (866) 831-5524. Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. 
We regret any inconvenience this may have caused you. 

Sincerely Yours, 
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WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "B") 

Dear : 

Our records Indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To date, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While 
Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably 
dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the 
market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of 
consumers with products of comparable value. 

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-866-831-5524 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this Important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 

[Appropriate Sportsstuff official] 
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FOR IMMEDL^TE RELEASE Firm's RecaU Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 12,2006 CPSC Consumer Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #06- CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market 
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily 
recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received 43 complaints, including 12 reports of r-<J-' ' 
y( /̂<4)>^ injury and two reports that people have died while using these kite tubes. To ^ s/ fT^ 

date, Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. ' '^ 
OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION, ( DELETE: While Sportsstuff does not 
believe that the products are defective or unreasonably dangerous, In an 
abundance of caution), Sportsstuff has withdrawn the kite tubes from the market 
and is undertaking this voluntary recall. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10 ft wide circular yellow Inflatable 
watercraft designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider In the tube 
becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. Model 
53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has 
black caution warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and 
crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order 
catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 
2006 for about $500 to $600. 
Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff 
at (866) 831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to 
leam how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can also visit the 
firm's web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more Information. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged 
with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 
15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property 
damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, 
electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the 
safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries 
associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 
or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.qov/talk.html. 
To join a CPSC email subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can 
obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.qov. 
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Office of Information andi Public Affairs Washington, D.CJ 20207 

For Immediate Release Firm's Recall Hotline: 
, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release # 06-DRAFr CPSC Media Contact: 

(301) 504-0580 Ext. 

Sportstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after Reports of Deaths 

andlnjuires 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC), Sportstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite 

Tubes. 

Sportsstuff has received reports two deaths in the United States and a variety of serious 

injuries. CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical 

freatment. Those injuries include a broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and 

facial injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause ofthe incidents. Never the less, 

the company has agreed to withdrawl the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this 

voluntary recall. 

The Sportstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10ft wide circular yellow inflatable watercraft 

designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airbome by pulling on 

handles attached to the floor ofthe tube. Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product 

valve. The floor ofthe tube has black caution waming sfripes. The cover for the product bears a 

skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." 

The tubes were imported and sold through marine disfributors, mail order catalogs, euad various 

retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportstuff at (866) 

831-5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to leam how to obtain free 

replacement products or other options being offered to consumers. Consumers can also visit the 

firm's web site at www.sportstuff.com for more information. 

http://www.sportstuff.com


The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the pubhc from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from, more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more dian $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpsc.gov. 

#### 

http://www.cpsc.gov/talk.html
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SAFETY RECALL NOTICE 
Sportsstuff, Inc. is recalling all Wego Kite Tubes in cooperation with the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. The U.S. CPSC is aware of three deaths and XX injuries 
due to consumers failing from this product. Sportsstuff is aware of xx deaths and xx 
injuries. If you have this kite tube, immediately stop using it and return it to the store 
where purchased or contact Sportsstuff, Inc. for a full refund. 

U£ir^.>/^*Rt-i»- -

Contact Sportsstuff, Inc. at XXXX days, time. 

Post until December 12, 2006 
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The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30, percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpscgov. 

#### 

http://www.cpsc.gov/talk.html
http://www.cpscgov


The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, 
cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths 
and injuries associated with consumer products over the past.30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC's 
Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at 
www.cpscgov. 
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